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The following i s  a f a i t w u l  t r a r ~ s s r l y ~ t i o r ~  of a copy  if i! poern by Mamie 
Casey KcCluskey, typed with SanSwri- ten notat ions  by t'ne Servant of God, 
Father Solanus Casey, O .F.K.Cq. 

Dear b' i rs  . Plunkett: - Congratulz%ions! 

Written - '170 t he  notes of 93elZeve Me i f  A l l f f  - 
( ~ y  Xamie G .  Casey NicCluskey i n  1913) 

'!Daddy and Mother Machreel' -. 

With f e s t i v a l  gladness we gather  today, 
Dear old Daddy and Mother Machree, 
And with hear t s  overflowing s ing  homage t o  you 
On your Golden Jubi lee .  
For  f i f t y  long years l i f e ' s  pathvay adown, 
I n  devotion together you've t rod 
With a t e a r  and a smile i n  your eyes a l l  the  while, 
True as  any t o  the  "Dear Ould Sod!" 

I n  the May-time of Life ,  with our da i ly  tasks  o ' e r ,  
We'd un i te  a t  t he  close of the  day, 
Round you, then you taught us  'GO kneel by your s ide ,  
I n  love and thanksgiving t o  pray. 
I n  tine worldfs  f ie l t i  of b a t t l e ,  with hear t s  

strong and brave, 
You marched, comrades f a i  t r ~ f u l  and t rue ,  
Oh! may we, dear parents, wlierevcr we rove- 
Be a s  loya l  and s t m d f a s t  a s  you. 

And may the sweet lessons of Fa i th ,  Hope and Love, 
That we learned, parents dear, a t  your knee, 
Be a s  beacons t o  guide us t o  Heaven above, 
While we s a i l  over l i f e ' s  stormy sea. 
And now i n  the calmness of l i f e ' s  sunset glow, 
We a r e  gathered once nore round your knee, 
Fore 'e r  i n  our hear t s  ~ L l l  burn homage and love,  
For you, Daddy and Mother Machree. 

( ~ d d e d  a t  end by Pr. solanus) 

I arc sure  with a l i t t l e  p rac t ic  this sung a s  above . .. w i l l  edify 
i t s  hearers.  Pr .  Solanus Casey, OM Cap. 

S t  , Bonaventure Moms t ery 
. 1740 &!It. E l l i o t t  Ave, 

Det ro i t ,  Mich. 

Pl .  Pardon Haste 
P.S . Please Nrs Plunket: 2 ~ s  w i l l  be more than would be my going th i the r .  

Congratulations . 
Fr .  Solanus 

Original i n  possession of: Xildred Id. Xorrin 
5903 Greenwoode Road, Apt. 4210 
Pontiac, Mickilgan 48054 



S t ,  Mchac l s  Monastery 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  
Brooklyn,? ,  N-Y, 

Mrs. Alice Plunket t  
A p t .  215 
11 Moss Ave. 
Highland Park Michigan 

God b le s s  you Mrs, Plunket t  - you and yours,  

You've been on ny mind f requent ly  these  days. 
I wanted t o  write you but  g e t t i n g  aquainted i n  a 
new place keeps one on edge p r e t t y  much. 

I inscr ibed  the  names you sent  me r ecen t ly  t h r u  
Rae Garland and I an su re ly  pleased t o  know your able  
t o  keep up the  good work. Thznks be t o  God. The 
above Monastery i s  where I nade my annual r e t r e a t  
l a s t  week. It i s  across  the Hudson from Lady C l i f f  
convent and West Point  f i l i t a r y  College - the  l a t t e r  
about a mile and a half  up. Thank God i t  i s  qu i t e  
an i d e a l  place f o r  qu ie t  r e f k c t i o n  a d  study. About 
75 p r i e s t s ,  C le r i c s  and l a y  bro thers ,  .., 

God b le s s  you again and keep well... 

Fr. Solanus O-F*M* Cap. 

Note: Above postcard was of Mary Immaculate F r i a ry ,  
Garrison, M.Y. 

Original  in Possessian of:  Kiss Esther Plunket t  
20505 Charleston 
De t ro i t ,  Michigan 48203 

Rev. Charles Dillen, cic.m, 2 



1945,  October 20 

1947. January 14 

The following is a faithful transcription of t he  handwritten original 
by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Gcd bl3ss zsu. Yzs,  Plunkett, 

Fr. Solanus ,  O.Y.M. Cap- 

God bless you Krs. Plunke5t  

Original in possession of: 

Miss Esther Plunkett 
20505 Charleston 
Detroit, Michigan 48203 

Rev. Ch~:les DilI.cn, c.i.c.sn. 
Nctazius 3 



August 1945 

Mrs. Al ice  P l u n k e t t  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. P l u n k e t t  - Grandma P l u n k e t t ,  - 
you and your crowd. 

P l e a s e  say a p r a y e r  that I may c a t c h  up with 
t h e  correspondence. 

P r a i s e d  be J e s u s  Christ!  

P'r, Solanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

P.S. Many thanks  f o r  favor 3ust  noted.  

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  miss E s t h e r  P l u n k e t t  
23505 Charlest on 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 48203 

.' 

Rev. Chtules Dillen, cic.m. 
Notarius 4 



'?he f o l l o w i n g  is a faitflr"c;l t2~;:ccl,;~; ' ? ~ , L G Z I  
of the handwritten c r i g iua l  by ?:he Servant 
of God, Father  Solanus Caseg, C ,3,3, Cap. 1546, Nov. 1 

" 0  a l l  ye works of the  Xarc?!  37ess  %be Lord. . . , . I I 

November 1st All Saicts 1946. 

God b l e s s  you Pzs. Al ice  - Grandma Plunkett -- 
yourself and a l l  the Plunkett Family and Clan. 

I surely thank you f o r  your  p r a c % i c a l  way of r e m ~ b e r -  
i n 2  rn? or; 1 q 7  76% birthda?,  1 b o p  tkc? dear  Lord may 
be p leased  t o  l e a v e  y o u r s e l f  wZth u s  till you round 
ou t  the  100, Af te r  a l l  t h a t  can t  be much more t k a n  
a dozen y e a r s ,  So t ake  c o w a g e  ald stag till your  
r i p e  enough for R e m e n  t o  t a k 2  a "no s top-passage,  I I ..,, God's blessing and graces t o  y o u r s e l f  and t o  a l l  
our  dear f r i e n d s  in D e t r o i t .  

S ince re ly  yours  i n  Chr i s t ,  

Fr.  S o l a m s ,  0.F.M. Cap, 

P r x i s e d  be Jesus Christ! 

Original in poss~ssion o f :  Xildred M, Morrin 
4983 Greenxaode Boad , Ayt. 4210 

n r t ~  Pont iac  , Xic.bigan 450,- 

Received: Fasch 25, 1977 



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a faithful t z a n s c r l p t i o n  
of the h a n d w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant c. 1947 
of God, F a t h e r  Solanus  Casey, O,Z'.Pi. Ca?, 

Dear %s. PI-unkett , 
Thank you for your ki3C fairer of July 19, 

~ e c e i v e 2  and duly racorded, May the good Lord  
always give you true interior joy. 

Go2 bless you, 

Yes God b l e s s  SOU Grandna P luxke t t .  
Kec2 young in hew% pray for us 
youngstsrs -- c l e m  down to youngest 
grcat-grai2chi ld .  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Iqote : Above no';;? typcwri  c t c n  by Fr. Solams ' ,secrwtary. 
Added by 3r, 3 g l a n : ~ s  in hacd, "Yes Go2 bless you ... youre 5.n Christn >receding k5.s handwritten 
s5.gnatur.e. 

Original i n  Possess ion  o f :  Y J s s  Esther Flunkett 
2C705 Cbwleston 
3t.roi t , !%-chi gcu? 48203 



c. 1 9 4 7 ,  J a n u a r y  19 

The following is a faithful t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the handwritten orig- 
inal b y  the Servant o E  God, F a t h e r  S o i a n u s  Casey, O . F . M .  Cap. 

7- Z O t h i c ~  3 r i o i l j  be found ~ l : h  i s 5 h ~ r  -ind 
+ ,...,,,, !.. ,- + se back soon  i11 ~ ~ o d  shapo. 

3 

I j ~ ~ j $  ~ * - . s o i ~ i e ? ~  3 l a t t e r  f r ~ a  i'r. 2kur.c.;' Ln 
i;rscsv?-ll yinn. Yoi; r~?m,e1359r k e  w s s  six ye:Lns ir: 

-* 
4 P T $ 0  5 ~ 3 .  &lz;J.r"_ors. %~n'rc God he s e e r s  30 corrring 217 * .-.,A, u 

7 7  alccz ck. 2;. was i n s t a l l e d  w:1; thnre  38 C h i ? i i ~  l a s t  
M :: ....I r .  I.!agr. I w ' ?  3 t ; l l i  workicg i n  9 t .  F3ul - $511 h i s  -. 
, "Zr . i t  " 7 .  3i9h0? c a l l  h i 2  bank t o  t h e  I s l ands  - I~C>L-: n;T , 
- ivj i2g z i ~ s i , ; n s ,  rs:roa's, r s c .  .... Go& % l ~ s s  y3u one 222 :) - 
31: agai?:. 

Rev. Chaxlss Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



1947, Apri l  18  

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  ? : t a n s c r i p t i s n  05 t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of G o d ,  Fa thar  S c ! a u u ~  C a s e y ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

(POST CARD) 

Mrs. Al ice  P lunke t t  
11 Moss Ave . 
Highland Park 3 ,  Michigan 

Blessed  b e  God i n  a l l  His works! 

A p r i l  18 th  1947. 

God b l e s s  you Grandma Plunket t - -yourse l f  and 
your many f r i e n d s .  

- Many thanks for your c h a r i t a b l e  f avo r  of  s e v e r a l  week 
past duely r ece ived  and noted .  P l ease  pardon my s o  long 
de layed  acknowledgement. Keep w e l l  and pray f o r  t h e  convers ion 
of t h e  r e s t  of us--poor s i n n e r s  as w e  a l l  a r e .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr. Solanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  of : 

M i s s  Es ther  P lunke t t  
20505 Char l e s ton  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 48203 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notclrius 8 



' 1 i 
7 ( 1  . . j '  ', , ..., .... *, .....,. ,.-'-2--L 

Rev. Chafes Dillon, c.ic.m. 
No~urius 



1940, August 1 

. . ,  
The following i s  fai+,;r":;l : ; ~ ~ r : s , ~ ~ ~ ~ $ i , , ~ ; ; L  .-.? &. -. ths > :.udwrit-ten o r i g i n a l  
by t he  Servan t  of God, F'atb.s~* Sal.m'i~s Casay, 9.F,M. Cap. 

Capuchin Monastery 
Glenclyffe 
Garrison, N,Y. 

EEss \dinifred b o d w i l l i e  
228 K, LaSalle St. 
Chicago , I l l i n o i s  

Dear bliss Goodwillie: 

August 1st 1940. 

God b less  you and yours, )Imy %harks f o r  your kind favor  of Ju ly  17th. 
I am sure Fr, Lam'bert acknowledged same befor, 

Leaving f o r  a t r i p  t o  see an i nvz l i d  brother of mine i n  Baltimore, I 
took your l e t t e r  d o n g  hoping t o  answer it a s  it deserves t o  be answered; 
53.h I f ind  myself almost as busy ori my "vacation a s  i n  thc  o f f i c e  i n  
Getroit .  

Bowever, before I leave here a s  expected r i g h t  a f t e r  dinner, I w a n t  t o  
a,ssure you of my appreciat ion and t h a t  I s h a l l  sure ly  include Joseph 
07Donnell i n  my poor prayers as well a s  yourself.  

laow i t ' s  time and f o r  t he  present  1'11 say Goodbye and again 

God b l e s s  you. 

Fr, Solanus Casey 
O,F,M, Cap, 

,/-j 

) '  !. + /;: ,,. ..*.....-... !:.-.~-:-:::.::.::--:>..l-"--+.- 
Rev. Charles Dillen, 'c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



1943, December 4 

The following is a faithful r r a r . s c - i ~ r i o n  of a handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0. F. M, Cap. 

(First part is a printed card of acknowledgement:) 

In acknowledgement of your charitable gifts of 

for which we are extremely grateful, and for your 
civic minded interest in the welfare of ~od's poor. 

REV. Fr. Solanus, O.F.M. Cap, 

(to the above Fr. Solanus added the following written message:) 

God bless you Winifred O1'Donnell and Joseph too. 

PI. pardon delay in zcknawledgement. Hope by this time 
things have adjusted themselves brlgher and better than before. 

(on ocher side of card) 

December 4th, 1943 

P. S. God bless you Mrs. O1'Donnell again. Having written 
the acknowledgement over several weeks ago without mailing 
it at once, I just found it snowed under other work. 

I hope things have adjusted themselves brighter before 
this. Brs. Francis and Leo and all send Best Regards. Now 
that the season for it is fast approaching we wish you all 
the blessings that go to make a realIy blessed Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Yours Sincerely in the Sacred Heart. 

Fr. Solanus, 0. F. M. C. 



Sinc~rely Yours ia X O  . Br. Solzaus, 0 .F .?I .C 



1945, December 13 

The following is a faithful transcription of a handwritten 
message on a Christmas card by the Servent of God, Father 
Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

(to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 0"Donnell) 

after the Printed Christmas Greeting Fr. Solanus wrote: 

In short a joyful Blessed Christmas and 
success spiritually and temprardy the follow- 
ing year -- years. 

Fraternally in Christo 

Fr. Solanus, 0. F. M. Cap. 

P. S. The fruit is excellent -- really worth while 
--- Two big bushels 

God bless all. 

(following written on another card which had a St. Christ- 
opher medal attached:) 

Feast of Purification '45 

God bless and protect all who follow the 
inclosed St. Christopher---just blessed. 

God bless all the OUDonnells ----- 
Fr. Solanus, 0. F. M. C. 



3. Sols;nus, O.F.:T. Cap. 

;j /, , - L -  / / I  
-..;-.-'---.L-uL..k~.: ....-.. -........&-L.- 

Rev. Charles Diflen, c.ic.rn. 
No tarius 





Xr. J .5 .  O ' 3 o x ~ e l l  
1120 Lake Shore D ~ i v e  
C'h i  czgo , I l l i n o i s  

God. b less  you Josph 0 fDo:mell - ;TOU X L ~  YOZTS. 



:<e, pel-k,a?s better t>;,n ay,yone +-- .i i.: eie  zro\i:ic of Jose?h, ~ o ~ . l d  hlo'i~ b e s t  
:~.;or; t o  ;?C;,Y,+-S~ j-:l ~ ~ e l l  za';tel*s, 1 Go :;E-:I $-~a$ -Yke e?:ircatiol? of poor s'cuc'ieu4;s 
al:d ca;:<ifiates l.,c.s al:::a~~;is  bee:^ qvIl:;e n :3;3~"oSZe:1 i n  our edil-cs-bio:x2l i :mt i tu t io2s .  
O f t c i l  sollie of ",:I? bfi&;i;es-b n;?d n o s t  2ro;li.silq; s$u?,,ec$s eo;l?$ fron par fn3j.Li-tes 
and I 2 3  slme 7;;e L E - J ~  never 2s 2:o-k llturr.,ei:  do:.^!' 0.1 a c c o ~ ~ t  02 ?"L:laZci~iL 

C s4;orf;a;;e. Hoycyer, it is :;one tile l e s s  wite e ;i?ro'de:~ ?or the 2 - . 0 ~ r c e  OL 
St. Joseph - your o m  d e a r  C a t r o n .  



-. 
2.5. Dear josepl.1: I shall i r l o r r ;  .-,aS:;el- ?-;.o~~+.~:nLol of your p o p o s i t i o n  a i ~ d  
will probably  hear  f ~ o a  kA;n before Z e  ;;;at?nrslly :XIS% fzel a r e l i e 2  
.~~;;.,~?1:ever he f i n d s  a q o n e  a b l e  and vrillir:r; t o  ireli? ir such a i ' i~iancial difPi~L~cL-Ly. 

Pr. Sol, 

leace o f  the Lo22 

Pr. S o l a ~ . u s ,  0.P.iI.Cap. 

I ,' ,' 
i /,, ! I  

,.,, ............ iri&.i" i.ii.. cCcC&.t~\ 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



Joseph end T i p i f r e d  0 tDo:=;?-ell 
Chicego, i l l i z o i s  

God bless  zou arid 2-otms. 

I i i ,  - , ,L.k- w - 
Rev. Charlas Dillen,-c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



- 7 .a. and ::rs. Jose;?k J. 0130~~lell 
1120 Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago ,  IU~YIGL~. 

f'r, SO~~ 'ALIS ,  0 .I1 .:I .C! . 

/ '  
,' I , , .  ; .i .. . ' i ,,_ - , . ,..., : .-....-... ........... ..: -.., iiL.'-,-- 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1 9 4 6 ,  Augus t  1 4 t h  

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e d  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  C a s e y ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

S a i n t  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
H u n t i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a .  
R o u t e  8 

Mr. and  Mrs. J o s e p h  O r D o n n e l l  
1 1 2 0  Lake S h o r e  D r i v e  
C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  

Augus t  1 4 t h ,  1 9 4 6  

M r .  and  Mrs. J .  J .  O t D o n n e l l  - J o e .  and  Win. C h i c a g o ,  I l l .  

God b l e s s  you and  k e e p  you w e l l  - you and  y o u r s .  I a m  g l a d  t o  
know you e n j o y e d  y o u r  s o u t h e r n  - S-Western t r i p  and  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h a t  you a re  r e t u r n e d  s a f e  and  s o u l d .  Thanks  b e  t o  God f o r  a l l  
h i s  w o n d e r f u l ,  m e r c i f u l  d e s i g n s .  

Many t h a n k s  t o  you a l s o  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  f a v o r  j u s t  n o t e d .  

A s  t o  t h e  G r o v e s  and  t h e  young  t r e e s ;  wel l  we ' l l  hope  t h e  e n r o l l -  
men t s  and  p r a y e r s  o t h e r w i s e  may work s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  f a v o r .  
We had  q u i t e  a n  example  h e r e  t h i s  p a s t  S p r i n g  and  Summer. On 
t h e  t h i r d  o f  May ( I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  d a t e ) ,  we had  q u i t e  a 
heavy  f r o s t  j u s t  when t h e  a p p l e - t r e e s  a n d  g r a p e - v i n e s  w e r e  n i c e l y  
i n  bloom. We were r a t h e r  a n t i c i p a t i n g  what  came;  s o  t h a t ,  i n  
h o p e s  t h e  f r o s t  m i g h t  b e  t h w a r t e d  some way, o n e  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  
wen t  t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o l e ,  p l o t  o r  p l o t t s ,  w i t h  s t o l e  a n d  r i t u a l  and  
h o l y - w a t e r  b l e s s i n g  e v e r y t h i n g .  Alas !  Next  m o r n i n g ,  you  c a n  
i m a g i n e  o u r  d i smay .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  b l e s s i n g  t h e  f r o s t  had  
come and  s e e m i n g l y  f r o z e n  many o f  t h e  a p p l e s  and a b o u t  95% of  t h e  
g r a p e s .  

It s u r e l y  l o o k e d  h o p e l e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  v i n e y a r d .  F a t h e r  
G u a r d i a n ,  now o v e r  76  who had  done  s o  much p r u n i n g ,  e t c .  l a s t  F a l l  
and  d u r i n g  t h e  W i n t e r ,  f e l t  w o r s e ,  s e e m i n g l y  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e .  
Only  y e s t e r d a y ,  i n  a t a l k  h e  g a v e  u s ,  h e  acknowledged  t h a t  h e  
c o u l d  have c r i e d .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s  i n s i d e  o f  t e n  d a y s  o t h e r  s h o o t s  came o u t  and  
b lossomed and  now t h e  y o u n g e r ,  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  s u r p r i z e ,  seem b i g g e r  
and  more p r o m i s i n g  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  . Deo G r a t i a s  

August  1 5 t h .  

T h e  a p p l e - t r e e s  and o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p e a r s  and some of t h e  
p e a c h e s  l o o k  v e r y  p r o m i s i n g  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  i f  o n l y  now t h e  d e a r  Lord  
s e n d s  u s  a  good r a i n ;  f o r  w e  h a v e  h a d  i t  q u i t e  d r y  f o r  t h e  l a s t  
s i x  o r  s e v e n  weeks .  We a r e  p r a y i n g  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  o c t a v e  o f  
o u r  B 1 . M o t h e r l s  Assumpt ion  a t  l e a s t  we may h a v e  t h e  f a v o r  f rom 
Heaven o f  a  good r a i n .  

'1 I ! .  
! ! \  , ,-A.- k i /  ,-L 
--.-..-&,..--.*--.--..--.-..----.-."------*^-I 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxius 21 



1946, August  1.4th 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph O'DonneP1 

Page  2 

I a m  s u r e l y  p l e a s e d  t o  know t h a t  t h e  G a r l a n d  Fami ly  i s  d o i n g  s o  
w e l l  and  t h a t  Rae and  Mrs. - S r .  - e n j o y e d  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e d  
p i l g r i m a g e  t o  t h e  famous s h r i n e s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  and  good S t .  Ann. 
May t h e y  l i v e  l o n g  and  h a v e  many s u c h  happy e x p e r i e n c e s .  

Thanks  b e  t o  God f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

S i n c e r e l y  Your s  i n  C h r i s t  

Augus t  2 0 t h  1946. 

Thanks  b e  t o  God a n d  o u r  B l e s s e d  Mother  - The M y s t i c a l  C i t y  o f  
Cod - t h e  good r a i n  h a s  come! Eve ryone  a p e r s o n  meets seems t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  g r e a t  good i t  h a s  d o n e .  P r a i s e d  be  H i s  Holy 
Name ! ........ 
Yes I would b e  g l a d  t o  s e e  you a g a i n  some o f  t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l  d a y s .  
However ,  j u s t  i n c i d e n t l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  Sunday  o f  t h e  month i s  
v i s i t i n g  day  f o r  t h e  n o v i c e s  and  t h a t  i s  more o r  l e s s  a  p r i t t y  
busy  d a y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  l a y b r o t h e  and  t h e  n o v i c e s  t h e m s e l v e s .  
Ano the r  d a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m i g h t  be  p r e f e r a b l e .  

P l e a s e  p a r d o n  b r e v i t y .  

S i n c e r e l y  Yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr. S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap.  

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
No tarius 



Go? b l e s s  ;;oil Jose$l ac? ;;i:mie. 
C( --- Just a fen no rds  t%.s t i z e  t o  cctch you 'oezore i;oi2g a*). . - i z  

case yw. desid it necesszrj .  

&. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxius 



1946,  October 9 th  

The followmg i s  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscr ip t ion  or" the  typed or ig ina l  by the 
Servant of God, Father Sol.anus C?::ey, O,F,X.Zep. 

October 9th 1946. 

M r .  Joseph J . 0 'Donnell. 
Casa de Palmas Hotel 
McAllen , T exa s . 

S t .  Pe l ix  Pr la ry  
Hmtington, Ind . 

My Dear ~ r i e n d  Joseph: 

God bless  you and yours. Many thanks f o r  your kind favor - r a the r  from Win- 
C&cago v ia  Texas reenforce by Joe. ,  jus t  noted. I do hope tha t  things 
brighten up before the  week i s  over and tha t  you re turn  t o  the  temperat 
zone relieved and a t  l e a s t  content i f  not s a t i s f l e d  wlth the outcome of 
your,more o r  l e s s  force v i s i t a t i o n .  I t  almost seems too bad t h a t  i t  was not  
a couple months l a t e r ,  sothat  you might escape some of the 2robably cold 
months we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be I n  f o r  before the  ripening of the next oranges, 
e t c  . 
A t  a l l  events t r y  and shake of a s  much a s  you can of tha t  over-due worry, 
so common t o  ~ h i n e s e ,  e t c  busmess-men - l l k e  the 0 'Donaells and Kcs, 
0 'Caseys and Mulligans, etc.  

We are  h a n n g  idea l  days here i n  the  vicinity of the  Wabash and 
Maumee "water-shed the or-e heading f o r  the  S-West t o  the  grea t  Gulf, the 
o ther  North-east t o  the  Great lakes and the shr ines  o r  Noa t  Xeall ,  Qubec 
and across the  briney At lan t ic ,e tc .  I sometimes ~magine I ' d  l i k e  t o  
follow them - a s  when a s m a l l  chlld,whe;? I was wont t o  coach l l t t l e  bark 
"boats" down the  rills of melting snows t o  bigger ravines and deeper waters,- 
- forge tmg a l l  about soaked shoes acd torn  t rouser  and of ten thinklng of 
my sou l ' s  journey t o  e te rn i ty .  What happy days those! Why? I suppose 
because we knew nothing oT' s i n  and worxy,and everything waivmg t o  the  
wupernatural. S t l l 1 , a s  dear Mother remarked on the occasion of her  golden 
wedding when ta lklng about events and places fami l ia r  f o r t  and more and 
l e s s  back some one remarked: ltWouldent l t  be nice  i.f we could go back t o  
those days?",Mother answered a s  half  T O  herse l r :  "Thanks be t o  God, I ' m  
glad i t s  over." I thought afterwards, i n f ac t  i t  there  was somethng i n  
her  volce t h a t  seened t o  re invis ion the trials of those pioneer days i n  
West Sisconsin - happy a s  i t  was f o r  the youngsters - z s  days of t r i a l s  
and s t ruggles  outweiging the p l ~ a s u r e s ,  save tha t  she was doing God's holy 
w i l l ,  doing something f o r  God and hmani ty  and i n  hopes of b r igh te r  days a s  
the  years ripened f o r  h e r  pror&sing fal?lily t h a t  she was then coaching on the 
one great  pilgrimage t o  e te rn i ty .  

The peace tha t  s t i l l  s t i l l  hovers on ner  brow - photo on tha t  occaslon of 
he r  golden medd;ng - bespeaks ,&$ something o f  joy in he r  soul a t  the  
rememberence o l  those day of t r i a l s  f o r  h e r  a s  well  a s  something of the  
confidence t h a t  f i l l e d  her  hear t  - ccnfidence - t h a t  she had t r i e d  a t  l e a s t  
not i n  vain,to come up t o  i d e a l  of ra i s ing  a f ax i ly  f o r  God and H i s  Chwch. 



Page 2 194.6, October 9th 

M r .  Joseph J . 0 'Donne11 

Incidently,  I am not sure i f  I ever showed tha t  photo. I c  case of neglect 
on my part  heretofore,  please rmizid me wher you come the next time and 
I shz l l  be pleased, as  I am s m e  you w i l l  be. 

Please pardon i f  this i s  ge t t ing  t o o  dram-out. I ' l l  t r y  and cach you 
before you leave f o r  the Borth. 

God bless you again and I want you t o  bring me something about the conversion 
of t ha t  manager of yours down the r  - o r  o f  one nearer the idea l .  

Sincerely Your i n  Chr is t ,  
Fr.Solanus,O .F.M.Cap. 

Praised be Jesus al?d Our Blessed Mother N a r y  

Pr. Solanus 

Notarius 
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1946, October 25th 

The f o l l ~ w l n g  1s a f a i t h f u l  t raoscr lp t lon  ~f the  typed or lg lna l  by the 
- ., Servant of God, Father 33lsnuc ?we;;, 0 , r  .x. ?a?. 

October 25th 1946 

N r .  Joseph J . 0 'Donne11 
1120 Lake Shore Drxve 
Chcago 

S t .  Fe l lx  F r i a ry  
Route 8 
iIuntmgton, Indlana 

N r .  and Mrs. - Joe and Win 0 'Donne11 

Yes, just  s t a r t m g  my 77th anniversary a s  your w&e held me up a t  my above, 
f l r s t  perlod a f t e r  the date,  - jus t  s t a r t i n g  t o  answer your char i tab le  
l e t t e r  received t h i s  am. Many thanks f o r  your generosity a s  well  as  f o r  
so kina a rememberence cn t h l s  ocaslon. 

I had some f r i ends  dcwn from Detrol t  yesterday t o  remind me of and t o  
congratulate on my 76thB-day. 

I was on r e t r e a t  l a s t  week and on Sunday went t o  Detrol t  and i n  the  evening 
t o  Windsor, Ontarlo, Can. t o  the  "Send-off celebratlon" given t o  Fr .  
~ u l i u s  0 .F .I11 .Cap. by h i s  old f r iends  i n  the par ish of h i s  childhood - 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor. He was supposed t o  leave f o r  Guam Missions i n  
November. I t  was Monday evening when we returnea and I f e l t  I must get  
a t  my work and catch up, e t c .  Well, Deo gra-tia f o r  every thing! Thanks 
be to  Go. ...... 
A s  t o  your German candidate farm-manager's system of religion - lutheran: 
well, l t  G g h t  be be t t e r  and would cer fa in ly  be more promising i f  he were 
known t o  be a prac t ica l  ca tho l ic ;  but if he give evidence of honesty and 
the f e a r  of God and t h r i f t  a s  best he can - with experience bhind h i m ,  I 
would be $$#$'r Inclined t o  him rathex xhan t o  a f resh  graduate from most/ 
of our universities who have had l i t J ; l e  o r  no p r a c ~ i c a l  farm experien. 

After  a l l  the  lutherans,  a s  a ru l e ,  !mow more of Chr i s t ian i ty  than raost 
any 01' the  other  non-catholic ~ h r i s t i a n  denominations. Besicies, these day 
protestantism a s  a whole seems t o  be rapldly crumbling. The whole trouble 
wlth honest protes tants  - and than!  God there  a l o t  or  such - i s  tha t  thy 
simply do not h o w  the r e a l  r e l a t i o n s h p  between thes r  own denomination and 
the Mother-church. Otherwise equal, I would take a conscientious lutheran 
ten tlmes i n  preference t o  jus t  a n o d n a l  Catholic. I know from childh.ood 
how t o  appreciate Geman lutherans.  I f  the change oi' clamate benot too 
rad ica l  and t h s  man's wife and daughter can aide,  e tc ,  I would be inclined 
i n  k s  favor. 

I n  the  mean time, however, l e t  us  pray f o r  divine grudance - eapeclally 
turning t o  S t .  Josep and the Poor Souls. HGW about i nv i t i ng  the l a t t e r  t o  
- especially our own r e l a t i ves  amongst the= - t o  take an i n t e r e s t  with us  
and become missionaries wxth a promise t o  enro l l  them, e.g., f o r  a cer ta in  
7; of the p r o f f i t s .  That I always c a l l  a double char i ty ; to  our neighbor, 
vf z ,  t o  our fellow members of the  rz i l i tent  Church, the  missionaries and 
t h e i r  work and then to  the  Church-su~ferlng, the  pocr, holy souls .  
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M r .  and Mrs. - J o e  and 'Jln 0 'IkL?nell. 

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago and f r e q u e n t l y  l a t a r  on, Z was assured  t h a t  one of  t h e  
g r e a t  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  success  of "olci-=an Rockefellow~' was o f t e n  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  In s  having  k e p t  a  proLxise t o  spend something l l k e  1% of h s  
p r o f i t s  t o  one o r  o t h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  w O m ,  I am qui te  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  s t o c k  
i n  such a  r e p o r t .  I have seen  t h e  l i k e  work ou t  i n  o t h e r  ca ses .  

P l e s e  pardon my p r o l o n g a n o n  of  this conslusxon. I meant t o  c l o s e  i n  j u s t  
a l i n e  o r  two h e r e .  

With b e s t  wishes and God's b i e s s l n g  t o  all o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  Chicago, I 
beg t o  remain 

Sincerely Yours in C h r i s t ,  
Pr. Solanus ,O .P .M .Cap. 

November 8 t h .  

J u s t  ano the r  c a s e  of:  "The more hury t h e  l e s s  speed". 

God h e l p  u s .  I was j u s t  l ook ing  f o r  something e l s e  - a  copy o f  t h a t  l e t t e r  
I was w A t i n g  t o  t h e  b ig  policeman, MeClellan of D e t r l  t and t h a t  I wasted 
t o  "po in t  up a  l i t t l e "  - and I f m d  ?;wo of  t h e  above and bothe marked 
"copy". So I must conclude t h a t  you never  rece ived  e i t h e r .  

I need no f u r t h e r  excuse Tor t a r d i n e s s  t h i s  t ~ n e  - and perhaps more t o  be 
r e g r e t t e d  of something l e s s  o r  more r s g r e t t a b l e  ?1?!? Thank t h e  d e a r  
Lord f o r  mi s t aks  t oo .  And thank H i m  t h a t  i t s  n o t  ten-tlmes worse. ~ o s s i b l y  
t h e  de l ay  may,,to havebeen a s a l u t a r y  one. P l e a s e  God i t  nay  n o t  be o t h e r .  

God b l e s s  you each and a l l  agan 
Fr. Solanus ,  0 .P .Id. Cap. 

Notarius 



The following i s  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscr ipt ion of the handmit ten or ig ina l  by the 
Servant of God, Father Solanus C c i s y ~ ,  O .P.IL.Cc?. 

Nov. 20th 1946 

M r .  and M r s .  Joseph 0 'Do-well 
1120 Lake Shore Drive 
Chxcago , I l l i n o i s .  

S t .  Fe l ix  Friary 
Route 8 
Huntington, Indiana 

Thanks and pra ise  be to  the Lord f o r  a l l  H i s  designs. 

God bless  you Joseph and Winifred OtDonnell - you and yours. 

Many thanks f o r  your generous favors - f r u i t s  excellent - and checks, 
prayers,  e tc .  I have been with this an ny mind f o r  weeks . . . . . 
21st Only l a t e  l a s t  nigh d i d  1 get t o  read your very in t e re s t ing  l e t t e r  
of the 16th. Thanks be t o  God! How wonderful was H i s  de l ica te  "hold- 
up" of t ha t  l e t t e r  I had marked "Copy .". . . . ! I sure congratulate you on 
seemingly providential  guidance on your l a t e  t r i p  But a f t e r  a l l ,  what 
might we not expect i f  we would tmst i n  God and leave things more and 
more i n  H i s  divine hands. Simplicity and confidence i n  God was the r e a l  
secret  of Young   obi as' success i n  the O l d  Testiment - and Jacob 's  too. . . . . 
I w i l l  t r y  and send the c e r t i f i c a t e s  - and wri te  t o  M r s .  Goodwillie soon . . . . Pr.  Solanus, 0 .F.N.Cap. Sinner. 

Notarius 



1947, January 10th 

The following i s  a faitkA11 f r a x ~ r i p 3 3 c  ~f the  typed or ig ina l  by the 
Servant of God, Father Soli;r-us Casey ? O .P .iC . t r ap .  

January l o t h ,  1947. 

M r .  and M r s .  Joseph and Winifred 0 'Donnell Capuchin Franciscan Fathers 
1120 Lake Drive Saint  Fe l ix  Fr ia ry  
Chicago, I l l .  Huntington, Indiana. 

My Dear Friends: God bless  you and yours, - f o r  br ighter  days and a 
more peaceful and successful new year, God wil l ing.  

I just  received your l e t t e r  of yesterday and am hoping to  see you Monday 
night.  Do not wory about coming l a t e .  It i s  very seldom I ge t  on the 
matress t i l l  a f t e r  10 'clock. 

Only l a s t  evening I wrote my Niece, Mrs. Dean Conley, of ( I  just  have not 
the  number) N.Riordan Road, t h a t  you were coming and asking them t o  get  
word t o  you I expected you. I invi ted them too. I want you tomeet them. 
I think you would enuoy eachother 's  company. 

A s  f o r  the  Farm: Well, ofcourse such temporali t ies a re  always more o r  
l e s s  a cause of worry what ever way one takes them, A s  you say: the  times 
a r e  so very upset and abnormal t h a t  i t  i s  no simple problem t o  carry on 
successfully a t  o r  with most any business. One hardly knows what t o  
tu rn  t o  o r  t o  invest  i n .  L hoped f ro2  y0u.r l e t t e r  a month o r  so ago - and 
I am sure you f e l t  t ha t  way - t ha t  your ?&sit t o  the S .West was providentially 
i n  your favor. I am inclined to  confidence anyhow i n  M r .  Costello.  Perhaps 
we ought t o  pray more f o r  him and wait gently,  v iz ,  tha t  he become a l i t t l e  
more unself ish,  e tc .  However, I was ta lking with Father Coughlin during 
tha t  threatening Coal-stike about the  general outlook and he wastel l ing us 
tha t  the f i nan t i a ldews  seemed t o  be expecting a ser iou depression, from 
the f a c t  t h a t  a t  t ha t  t i ne  they were se l l i ng  everything they could, 
Therefore, he concluded a s  did others,  t h a t  they were f igur ing on somethhg 
worse than came a t  l e a s t  from tha t  s t r i k e  so f a r .  I suppose t h a t  we can 
hardly do b e t t e r  than just  pray on, doing the best we know from day today 
and t r u s t  i n  divine Providence with out too much anxiety. May the G o d  God 
guide us  a l l !  

I was just  speaking t o  Father Guardian - our l o c a l  Superior about i nv i t i ng  
you and the Conleys and he too w i l l  be expecting you. He said:  "..We 
can acomodate seven guests n ice ly  and f i  necessary some of t he  men could 
be otherwise acomodated . 
The Conleys have two l i t t l e  boys, the  youngerrnu-s tkal i t t le  over two years 
old. I f  you dont mind you could c z l l  them up t o  tha t  e f fec t .  

INcidently, the  old v io l in  jus t  arrived t h i s  p a .  and i s  i n  good condition. 
Thanks be t o  God f o r  a l l  His 

unsearchable designs. 

Sincerely Yours i n  the  Sacremeart ,  

I ought t o  say i n  the  blessed Sacred Hearts of Jesus  and Mary. 

Fr.Solanus,O.F.bT.Cap Sinner. 1 , 
/ 



1947, January 10th 

Page 2 
( a  P.S. t o  t h e  previous page.)  

M r .  and lhrs. Joseph acd GF,err::d G ' D o r ~ ? i . l l  

I n  the  mean time do not forge t  t o  say l i t t l e  prayer now and then tha t  I 
make a  l i t t l e  f a s t e r  progress i n  conversion the coming f i f t y  years than 
during the pas t ,  Ofcourse the next w i l l  prcbably shor te r  than the past  
twenty-five. 

Praised by Jesus ,  l!Iary and Joseph. 

Fr. S o l .  



1947, February 5 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f ~ d l  t r a s s c r i p t i o r l  r~f t h e  Inai?,dwrit-t;en o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  So;.ari?-~c Jss z j ,  O,F.-;. Csp. 

February 5 t h ,  1947 

M r .  and M r s .  Joseph  J . 0 'Dorme3.1. 
1120 Lake Shore Drive.  
Chicago , I l l i n o i s .  

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 
Huntington, Indiana  

Blessed  be God i n  His ange l s  and i n  H i s  s a i n t s !  

Peb. 5 t h  - 10:30 pm - Before ... postponements 

How wonderful i s  t h e  Lord i n  a l l  X i s  ways! 

How can we e v e r  a p p r e c i a t e  - be g r a t i f u l  !!! 

I enjoyed your  l e t t e r . . . .  

Not t h a t  this o r  t h a t  person was d i r e c t l y  concerned, but  i t  would be a 
happy theme i f  one had t ime a a b i l i t y  t o  go i n t o  d e t a i l s  of such a p r i v i l e g e  
and such a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of  God's mercy and generous condescent ion t o  
any - t o  u s  - poor s i n n e r s .  Thanks be t o  God f o r  a l l  H i s  h idden  des igns  - 
a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h o s e  we p r a i s e  a s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  ............. 
P r .  Guardian j u s t  came a y r o s s  t h e  c o r r i d o r  (a lmost  expected a reminder t o  
r e t i r e )  t o  t e l l  me we would have t h e  High Mass on F r iday  f o r  you and 
your  i n t e n t i o n s  - t h e  first of f i v e  f o r  your  I n t .  - bes ides  Enrol lments . . . .  

P r a i s e d  be Je sus !  . . . 
P r .  Solanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 



The following i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i ~ t i o n  of the  typed or ig ina l  by 
the Servant of God, Father S o i a r ? ~ r  Ctisey, 0.7 ,$I. Csp. - - r - r  (A cnrboa co;?;- =ailed t o  :-2. t : . zs ,  (I I OI:;O:XLC.?~-) 

M r .  M.C .Costello. 
Hargi l l  , T exa s . 

February 27th 1947. 

S t .  Fe l ix  Friary 
Huntington, Ind. 

My Dear M r .  Cost ello: God bless  you and yours. The 0 'Donnells told me 
several  weeks ago that  you were writ ing me -- having told  me qui te  a l l i t t l e  
about you f o r  several  past months. Only just  now did I come across your 
in te res t ing  l e t t e r  of February 26th -- somehow mislaid -- t ha t  I ' v e  been 
looking fo r .  So I am not keeping you ir, any possible suspence a s  t o  my 
ident i ty ,  i n t e r e s t ,  e tc .  

You ask about Appleton, Wisconsin. It was i n  St.JosephTs Church i n  tha t  
neat l i t t l e  c i t y  where I had my f i r s t  Holy Pilass, Zuly 31st 1904. God be 
blessed .Deo G r .  No. I can not say tha t  I am exactly from S t  .Paul,Mim; 
though many a  pleasant day I spent i n  t ha t  t h r i f t y  c i t y  - with re la t ives  
and fr iends and i n  the Semina~y, a s  guest. 

Coming two years i n  June, on my way to  Sea t t l e ,  I v is i ted  an old friend of 
mine Mike. Cost e l l o  who had been rnoldest brother1 s bare-foot-boy friend on 
our farms sixty-five years before and about for ty  miles down the River on 
the Wisconsin side.  Later,  when I was about 17,  I did a  t e rn  i n  the  
S t i l lwater  Penetentiary ( l e s s  thantwo months) , and I: found Mike there  ahead 
of me and we became bed-fellows - he s boiler-maker and h i s  par tner  jus t  
"a roustabout". However, we had our sleeping-quarters outside the wall. 

Some years a f t e r  a&! the one became a  l ieutenant i n  the  Saint  Paul police- 
department; the  other a poor Capuchin and a  p r i e s t .  Mike was i n  his 80s 
and wasalmost Mind when we went t o  see hm on said t r i p  - seemingly 
rejuvanited a t  our visit. Ihhad spoken t o  h i m  on the phone a  number of 
times but f o r  over t h i r t y  years had not seen him. So tha t ,  when our 
0 'Donne11 Friends seemed disapointed several  weeks back I f e l t  there  must 
be a  mistake o r  a  misunderstanding " in  the  woodpilet' somewhere. Thanlcs 
be to  God f o r  a l l  in terested i t  turned out t o  be so, - jus t  another blessing 
i n  disguise I t r u s t .  For I f e e l  t ha t  a s  you l ea rn  t o  know these f r iends,  
a s  I have known them f o r  several  years, yoz w i l l  come t o  f e e l  tha t  you 
a re  ra ther  working with them than just  f o r  them. Indeed I hope such feel ing 
of confidence may become generously mutual between you. 
. .. .. . . . God bless  you a l l  again. 

Sincerely Yours i n  Chris t ,  E ' r .  Solanus, 0 RvT.Cap. 

Best regards t o  the Conley group. 
PI pardon brevity . Praised be Jesus Chris t .  

Fr.  Solanus 



The following i s  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscr ipt icr ,  o f  the  handwritten or ig ina l  by the  
Servant of God, Father Solanus Caseg, O .P .T2. Cap. 

Joseph J .  OIDonnell 
1120 Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago , I l l i n o i s .  

S t  . F e l i x  Capuchin Monastery , 
Huntifigton, 1nd.-2 

Thanks be t o  God f o r  Everything. 

God bless  you J.J. and Win. I ' d  wri te  a t  length..but I just  want t o  thank 
you f o r  favor of the  8th.  Thank God f o r  lh.Cts change!! He could not have 
received my l e t t e r  befor Monday. - sent  F r iday  on - 3@.  It  only heightens 
my hopes i n  God1 s designs . . . . How wonderfbl! . . . . Brother Pa t .  has 
snapped out of dange. .Deo Gs. 

God love you a l l .  

Sincerely yours i n  -i-o 
Fr .  Solanus, O.P.M. Cap. 

j 
-9 u z d - L  ' ih L42. 
Rev, Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 
33 



1947, March 28 

The following i s  a f a i t h f u l  t racscr ip t ion  o f  the nasdwritten or ig ina l  by 
the Servant o f  God, Father Solan~m Casey, 0 .F .M. Cap. 

March 28th 1947. 

Mr. J . J . 0 'Donnell 
1120 Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, Ills. 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  disigns! 

God bless  you Mr. 0 'Donnell- 

S t .  Fe l ix  Fr ia ry  
Route 8 
Huntington, Indiana 

You and yours. 

Many thanks frorn myself and our whole community f o r  your generous 
donation of f ru i t  received i n  perfect  condition, - two f i n e  big e r a t i s  
shiped March 17u (1 r i sh  holy-day!) , and four  f i n e  baskets Narch 2 2 A .  

May our dear Lord bless  yourself  - a s  a l so  everyone who i n  any way has been 
in te res ted .  . . . . . What a  pr iv i lege  t o  do a  favor  f o r  God i n  doing f o r  our 
neighbor! The same too can be said of being appreciative and g ra t e fu l  
f o r  such favor  - Communion of  s a in t s .  

Pr .  Solanus, O.P.M. Cap. 

Nofaxius 



May 29th 1947. 

M r .  Michael C . Costello. 
2125 No. Harvey Ave. 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  

S t .  Pe l ix  Fr iary 
Huntington, Indiana 

My Dear M r .  Costello: God bless  you and yours. 

Xany thanks f o r  your kninly generous favor receive and noted yesterday. 

I am glad t o  know tha t  you a re  well  and tha t  the  outlook i s  bright f o r  your 
Daughter Adelaide. I hope she may have b e s t  success June 5th i s  most 
important and - , seccess tha t  day o r  no srccess - t ha t  she s t r i v e  by 
every means tha t  our holy Mother the Church of fers  us, t o  keep close and 
dear t o  the Holy Family, Jesus,  Mary and Joseph. 

I was ra ther  disapointed, a s  I qui te  surmised i t  reght along, t ha t  yourself 
and M r .  OtDonnell fa i led  t o  understand eachother. However, a s  you wri te  
I hope it was best tha t  you parted. One thmg  about i t  I am more than pleased 
with, v iz ,  t ha t  you both seem decidedly chari table  toward oneanother. I do 
hope t o  know tha t  you keep up tha t  r e d l y  edifying and f r iendly  feel ing.  
A l l  this even with a touch of " i re"  on eisher  side.  I am glad too tha t  
while i t  was qui te  out of the  question f o r  him t o  leave Chicago the  l a s t  
several  weeks you were with him, h i s  Wife Winifred was able  t o  go down 
and prepare things f o r  the meeting and procuring of a new care-taker. 

He followed f o r  a "week-end" absence and they seem qui te  s a t i s f i e d  tha t  they 
struckin with a qui te  desirable  successor. How wonderflxl t he  ways of the 
good God when we fos t e r  confidence i n  H i m  by jus t  leaving a t  l e a s t  
somthing t h a t  seems important f o r  H i m  to  take care of! Blessed be H i s  
Holy Name. 

Assuring you tha t  I f e e l  i t  a pr ivi lege to have made your acquaintenance 
even without having actual ly  met you and praying the  good God t o  guide you 
and a l l  your f r iends,  I beg to  remain 

Sincerely Yours i n  Chris t ,  

Pr.  Solanus, 0 .P.M.Cap 

Praised be Jesus! 

Over. 



1947, May 30 th  

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i - 3 n  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  
of  God, F a t h e r  Solanus   case:^, 0.2.2.  :Cap, 

May 30th  1947. 

The fo l lowicg  i s  a  P o s t s c r i p t  addressed t o  ?fir. & Xrs. O'Donnell  and added t o  
t h e  l e t t e r  addressed t o  M r .  Michael  C .  C o s t e l l o  dated Biay 2 9 ,  1947. 

J u s t  a s  a  sord  of P.S. 

Dear  F r i ends  "The 0  'Donnells" . "The more h u r r y  t h e  l e s s  speed", t h e  o ld  say- 
i n g  could e a s i l y  be app l i ed  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e i s  "document". I guess  
it harcily pays f o r  a n  a p p r e n t i c e  t o  speed up t o o  much. Any how I thought  
you'd be p leased  t o  h o w  t h a t  I rece ived  q u i t e  a n  a p p r e c i a t i v e  l e t t e r  from 
N.C.C. . . . . . . . . . . 
I t h i n k  what " r a i s e d  his f e t h e r s "  about  my l e t t e r  be fo re ,  was my having quoted 
you a s  i n t i m a t i n g  t h a t  h is  h e a r t - a t t a c k  had p o s s l l y  l e f t  h i m  ? n o t  exac t ly  
h imsel f .  

But r e a l l y  t h a t  f e a t u r e  j u s t  amused me. Otherwise i t  was a  n i c e  l e t t e r  and 
q u i t e  i n d i c a t i v e  of a  c h a r i t a b l e  f e e l i n g  t o  t h e  O'Donnells.  

God b l e s s  you a l l  aga in .  

F r .  Solanus ,  0.P.M.Cap. 

June  5 2  P.S. J u s t  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  up f o r  o u r  t r i p  tomorrow P.M. I came a c r o s s  
t h i s  carbon I thought  was o f f  l a s t  week am a 'host  ashamed t o  send i t .  
M y  nephew Bernard Maurice (owen's  son )  i s  w i t h  me s i n c e  Monday. H e  w i l l  
acompany me on h is  way t o  S e a t t l e .  

P r a i s e d  be J e s u s .  

F r .  S o l .  

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 

36 



1947 August 24 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i . c r  o f  messages w r i t t e n  on 
Seraphic  Mass Assoc la t ioc  c:-I>:~s by the 53rv311-t o f  God, F a t h e r  Solanus  
Casey, 0 .F .M.Cap. 

Seraphic  Mass Assoc ia t ion  - S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Huntington,  Ind .  

Prepared by p a t i e n t  s a f e r i n g  and by t h e  Sacraments and p r a y e r s  of  o u r  
h o l y  Mother t h e  Church, on August 1 4 t h  

- Nrs , Cathe r ine  0 'Donne11 - 
With  j o y f u l  countenance rece ived  t h e  f i n a l  c a l l  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  Lover,  
Bridegroom of o u r  s o u l s  and g e n t l y  passed t o  E t e r n i t y .  

P e r p e t u a l l y  - with h e r  whole f ami ly  deceased and l i v i n g  
August 24th,  1947 
P r .  Solanus,  O F N  Cap 

reques ted  - by h e r  son Joseph  J .  OIDonnel l  
P r a i s e d  be J e s u s  C h r i s t  ! 

Seraph ic  Mass Assoc ia t ion  - 
M r .  and M r s .  Michael  - Cath. - OIDonnell  
w i t h  whole Family - on both s i d e s ,  deceased 
and l i v i n g ,  p a r e n t s ,  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  b r o t h e r s  
and s i s t e r s  o f  bo th  - a s  one whole - ( e n r o l l e d )  

a p e r p e t u a l  membership. 
August 24, 1947 

F r ,  Solanus,  0 .P .M ,Cap, 

reques ted  by - T h e i r  son  Joseph  J .  O'Donnell .  

'God condescends t o  u s e  o u r  powers i f  we d o n ' t  s p o i l  His p l a n s  by ou r s . '  
(by)  Monignor E1d F.  Casey 



1947, August 28 

The following i s  a f a i t n P ~ l  ~ r a c s c ~ i p t l c n  o P ~ h a  handmit ten or ig ina l  by the 
Servant of God, Father Solerlus Casey, O ,r" .I$. Cap. 

August 28, 1947 

M r .  Joseph J . C 'Donne11 . 
1120 Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago 11, I l l i n o i s  . 

Fr. Solanus, O.P.l\I.Cap, 
Ser. Mass Assoc'n 
Huntington, Ind . 

God made me t o  know Him, 0 what a b l e s f d  aim! 

To love H i m  and serve H i m  sure  r e s t s  i n  the  same. 

I t  ' s Heaven begun f o r  the  g ra t e fu l  on earth.  

To t reasure  a r igh t  !-?-! 

Highest Heaven i t s  worth. - God himself - even here ,  

August 28 - Peast  of S t .  Augustine - 1947. 
God bless  you Joseph J .  OfDonnell - you and yours. I hope t h i s  f i nds  a l l  
10@ yourselves i n  the  grace of God - smiling a f t e r  the wonderful r a in  He 
sent us,  l i k e  l i l l i e s  and roses. 

I s ta r ted  these cards several  days ago but some how o r  other  they a r e  
l a t e r  than intended and f a r  from what I wanted. However, the  l i t t l e  
German saying "Niehts . .-" consoles me: "Nothing perf eet  i n  t h i s  world." 
I n  other  words, no one i s  here  on this s ide of Heaven f u l l y  converted. 

Thank the good God, He has i n f i n i t e  patience ! - Adored be h i s  Holy Name! 

Sincerely i n  the Sacred Hearts - Jesus  - Mary 

Fr.  Solaxus, 0.P.Yh. Cap. 



1947, December 3rd 

The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwrit ten o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  of God, F a t h e r  S o l a m s  Czsr.,jr, 9.3 2il <:13. 

December 3 s  1947. 

M r .  J . J . 0 'Donne11 . 
Hargi-11, 
Texas. 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin F r i a r y ,  
Euntington,  Ind.  

Bles 'd  be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs!  

December 3 s  1947. 

God b l e s s  you J & J .  from Fr .  Guardian and a l l  

Many Thanks f o r  your thoughtfu l  k indness ,  wi th  s i x  c r a t e s  of f rui t  t h a t  i n  
p e r f e c t  cond i t ion  a r r i v e d  Today. - about which, l a t e r .  You a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  
be i n  t h e  sunny South-west t h e s e  days, - r a i n  and snow i n  a s o r t  of content ion  
and g a l e  from t h e  N.E. u rg ing  them on. May t h e  Lord b l e s s  your care- taker  
JohnSon a d f a n i l y .  I f e e l  t h a t  I s o r t  of lmow them too .  Best  regards .  We pray 
f o r  t h e m  too .  

... Br. Solanus,  0.P.M.Cap. 

I 
i i 

1 : \  I / l r . .  .-.--*.-.?.--.-.L-- 
Rev. Cho~les Dillen, e;.c.m. 

Notarius 



1948, January  29th  

The fo l lowing  i s  a fa i thf -11  t r a m c r ~ ~ t i s n  of  he handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solarius 2zsay, 0 .I? .Id. C n l .  

J anua ry  29th,  1948 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin F r i a r y ,  
Huntington,  I n d .  

B l e s l d  be God i n  a l l  and - each of  Eis des igns  

J a n .  2 9 2 .  God b l e s s  you Joseph  and Winifred 

Here a r e  t h e  v e r s e s  - some of them a t  l e a s t  - I r e f e r r e d  t o  Sunday-night. 
Before  f u r t h e r  n e g l e c t  I ' l l  pu t  them i n  and t h e y ' l l  escape be ing  "snowed 
under." 

God B l e s s  you a g a i n  and keep w e l l  - tempering down on t h e  c i g ' s .  

Fr .  Solanus.  

P r a i s e d  be Je sus !  

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0 .F ,M. Cap. 

C .  1948 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin P r i a r y  
Huntington,  Ind. 

B l e s ' d  be God i n  a l l  and each of  H i s  de s igns .  

October  11 - new F e a s t  of  "Matern i ty  of  Mary B l e s ' d  Virgin."  

God b l e s s  you Joseph  OtDonnell  - you and your s  

May th i s  f i n d  you a l l  i n  t h e  b e s t  of ou t looks  - w i t h  l i v e l y ,  firm and a rden t  
f a i t h ,  hope and c h a r i t y !  - t h e  t r i u n e  v i r t u e .  

I am j u s t  enc los ing  t h e  be l a t ed  account r e f e r r e d  t o  ove r  long-d is tance  l a s t  
n i g h t .  I hope you may f i n d  i t  worth whi le .  

S i n c e r e l y  Yours i n  Christ, 

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap. 

B l e s ' d  be God i n  t h e  Matern i ty  of ou r  B1. V i r g i n  Mother Mary: 

Rev. Charies Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 

eo 



1948, February 22nd 

The following i s  a  fa^ tkiful t ranscr i  p-cion o f  the handwritten 
or ig ina l  by the Servant or' God, Pather Solanus Casey, 0 .P.M. Cap. 

February 22nd, 1948 

M r .  Joseph J .  0 'Dormell 
White Wing Hotel. 
Raymondvi 11 e 
Texas. 

Zrom Fr .  Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 
S t  . Fel ix  Capuchin Nonast ery 
R.8 Huntington, Ind, 

Bles'd be God i n  His angels and i n  H i s  sa ints!  

Febr.22nd. My Dear Friends: God bless you one and a l l .  J u s t  
a word to meet you down there  a s  friend from up north,  I hope it 
may please the Lord t o  bring you back i n  be t t e r  weather and br ighter  
hopes than saw you s t a r t  on the  t r i p  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have made with you. 
Permit me to  follow i n  s;?irit ! 

A t  the  same time, seeing your ra ther  undue concern a t  dropping 
prices,  e tc ,  I thought a word of observation might help a l i t t l e  
t o  steady someone's nerves. 

P i r s t  of a l l ,  however, we should re-reraenber a t  a l l  events, 
t ha t  success o r  want of the  same i s  not essent ia l  a s  per ta ins  
temporali t ies.  Sooner o r  l a t e r  we s h a l l  have t o  drop them - i f  
they don ' t  drop us  f i r s t .  Why, therefore,  l a s e  our peace on t h e i r  
account? Then again, God often permits us  t o  make temporal 
blunders i n  order t o  f o s t e r  humility i n  our souls so tha t  i n  the 
s ight  o f  Heaven we may be more amible. Final ly  this i s  
"President ia l  Election year." That means more o r  l e s s  a depression 
i n  farm pr ices  a t  l e a s t  till a f t e r  Election-day. Business men 
w i l l  not invest  t i l l  Election. 

. . . . Pr.  Solanus, O.P.M. Cap. 

/ i  
-~%:>-*Isl."'i~h--ki~:*-i JL-- 

Rev. ChcsEos Dillca, c.i.c.xn. 
Nosarius 
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1948, March 27 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a i l s c r i p t i c r  2': the handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  Solanus  Casey, 0 .F ,I&, Cap. 

March 27, 1948 

M r .  Joseph  J .  OtDorae l I  
1120 Lakeshore Dr ive  
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 
Huntington,  Indiana  

E a s t e r  Holy Saturday 10:15.am. 

B l e s ' d  be t h e  Cruc i f i ed  Risen! 

 arch 27) God b l e s s  you Joseph  J .  O'Donnell - w i t h  W i m i e  and 
a l l  you r  d e a r  ones.  

A s  surmised when phoring l a s t  Sunday, I was s e t  f o r  your  h i g h  Mass 
on Wednesday but  t h a t  morning Pr. Guargian whispered t o  me a 
l i t t l e  change i n  schedule  i n  your  f avo r .  " ' / ie ' l l  o f f e r  t h e  solemn 
Iffass f o r  t h e  O'Donnell i n t e n t i o n s  nex t  Sunday. Wri te  them t o  t h a t  
e f fec t . . . ' '  I wanted t o  do so  t h a t  day - and every day s i n c e  and 
now i t s  almost  t ime f o r  t h e  d a i l y  "p i ck  up" So I ' l l  add o u r  
s imple E a s t e r  g r e e t i n g  and f e l i c i t a t i o n s  with a h e a r t y  God's 
b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l  repea ted  f o r  a l l  t h e  E a s t e r  Season. 

....... S i n c e r e l y  Yours i n  Christ, P r .  Solanus ,  0.F.M.Cap. 

P r a i s e d  be J e s u s  C h r i s t !  

, .' 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Nolarius 42 



1948, A p r i l  1 0 t h  

The fo l lowing  i s  a - F ~ i ~ P . f ; i l  c - r a n z e z p  i j c ? . ~ ~  32 t k e  handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  S e x v a t  e2 God, P a t h e r  S o l a m s  Casey, 0 .P.M. Cap. 

A p r i l  1 0 t h  - 1948. 

Joseph  J. 0 'Dormell 
1120 Lakeshore Drive 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  

B&'d be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns!  

S t  . F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 
Huntington,  Ind iana  

A p r i l  1 0 t h  1948. God b l e s s  you Joseph  O'Donnell .  - you and yours .  
I hope yG a r e  a l l  we l l .  Thanks be t o  God my s t r e n g t h  seems t o  be 
coming back i n  p r e t t y  good shape, though r a t h e r  slowly. 

I hope t h a t  P r .  O'Donnell i s  improving by this t ime and t h a t  t h e  
good God may g i v e  him t h e  needed pa t i ence .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  his 
consec ra t ion  Bishop Murphy of  Saginaw met w i t h  a s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t  
t h a t  p u t  him on his back f o r  about  s ix months i n  same p o s i t i o n .  
A y e a r  a f t e rwards  his c o n d i t i o n  was p e r f e c t .  Thanks be t o  God! 

We'll  i n c l u d e  P r .  O'D. i n  o u r  p raye r s .  

F r .  Solanus,  O.P.M. Cap. 

P r a i s e d  be J e s u s  ! 

i 
) ' ,  i' ,', ---..*-.-.."---... * ---... A..L ----.- -4- *- --. - 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notcuius 



1948, September 23rd 

The following i s  a f a i tW.2  t r a ~ x t ~ p t i - l a  sf' SI:e typed o r ig ina l  
by the Servant of Ggd, Father Solanus Casey , G .FA. Cap. 

September 23rd 1948. 

Nr. Joseph J .  OIDonnell. 
1120 Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  

Saint  Fe l ix  Fr iary.  
Hunting, Ind. 

My Dear Friend Joseph: God bless  you and yours, especially Mrs; 
ofcourse. Jus t  a short  word Tonight t o  t e l l p u  a l i t t l e  about Rev. 
Pather Guardian's t rans i t ion ,  a s  we a l l  hopeto h i s  b e t t e r  place i n  
God's providence beyond the  grave. F i r s t ,  however, I want t o  
thank you f o r  your kind favor of l a s t  week, duly received and noted 
a s  requested, which I forgot t o  achowledge over the phone the 
night-before-last . 
About a year  ago Father Guardian - Mtthias - took a very threatening 
turn  and f o r  several  months, t%ll ear ly  March, wan not r ea l ly  able  
t o  come down t o  the refectory o r  t o  choir-services. During tha t  
period he was able t o  s leep very l i t t l e  and that  only i n  the  chair .  
However, i t  would seem he'd beea reading the  l i f e o f  one of our 
great  modem missionaries,  the  l a t e  m ~ s t  Rev.Bishop Hartman of 
India ,  and made a noveina t o  h i s  honor and i n  pe t i t i on  tha t  he 
do something f o r  him, t o  be able  a t  l e a s t  t o  f u l f i l  the  pr inc ipa l  
dut ies  of his of f ice .  Athe the end of the  novena, thanks be t o  
God and the  great  missionary, Father Guardian came t o  Choir and 
refectory and also t o  recreat ion up t o  the  very l a s t .  Even Sunday 
nignt ,  jus t  a few hours befor h i s  f i n a l  s leep,  he seened even more 
than usual ly  enter ta ining;  so tha t  one would almost thi,nk he 
would'nt mind conversing a l l  n iggt .  He was always a great  reader 
and though apparently cared l i t t l e  about showing his a b i l i t y ,  the  
advantage of his reading and study was of ten manifest. 

What was be t t e r ,  he was a man of l i v e l y  f a i t h  with an unusually 
wide experience and with t r i a l s  and hardships from ear ly  childhood 
t h a t  were hardly ever wanting t o  tame and t o  mellow and sof ten 
his na tura l ly  f i r e y  nature.  

Peerhaps the  b i t t e r e s t  disapoint of his whole l i f e  was t h a t  regarding 
his, from-early-childhood vocation -to be a p r i e s t  i n  the  Capuchin- 
Franciscan Order; - a disapointment which having been suffered i n  
resignation,  was l i f t e d  i n  God's own merciful way and time; - surely 
an example i n  confirmation of S t .  Paul s " "For those who love God, 
a l l  th ings tu rn  f o r  the  best." He had Secone cigar-maker i n  ear ly  
boyhood t o  help r a i s e  the  big family,of which he w a s  the  e ldest ;  
and then a gardner and musician, e tc .  e t c ;  wnen he learned t o  h i s  
great  joy and hope, a f t e r a s  was generally thought t o  be too l a t e  
t o  study f o r  the  holy Priesthood, t ha t  il? America there  was s t i l l  
a poss ib i l i t y  of becoming a p r i e s t  and a t  t h a t ,  a Capuchin Franciscan. 
H i s  smoldering hopes a t  once revived and a s  soon a s  possible he 
came t o  America. 



1948, September 23rd 

The following i s  a fei-lXLl. tr?.nserigtiox of the  typed or ig ina l  
by the Servant of God, Psther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M.  Cap. 

September 23rd 1948. 

M r .  Joseph J .  O'Donnell 
Page 2 

He had never an inc l ing  of the  knocks and diiiqointments s t i l l  
between h i m  and the r ea l i za t ion  of his goal. Neverthe l e s s ,  a s  his 
calmness of countenance a t tes ted  wkile he waited f o r  the  undertaker, 
i n  exactly the  posi t ion he  had taken f o r  h i s  l a s t  long seep -- with 
his l e f t  foo t  on the  s too l ,  his hand under his head incl ined t o  t he  
same s ide  and his rosary over his sholder. The Father who was 
t o  have the l a s t  holy Mass t ha t  morning t iptoed i n  and out , to  see 
the spec ia l  intenti.cn, never dreaming but t ha t  Father Guardian 
was just  supplying,as usual,  somethirg of t he  sleep so much of 
which he was wont t o  miss during the n igh ts .  

Surely his desire  t o  "die  i n  the  harnessM,/as he had so of ten 
expressed it -- and even about fo r ty  hours before, a f t e r  his 
solmn Nass i n  the morning and sermon a t  Br l ther  Cook's f i n a l  
profession,-- was happily real ized.  Thanks be t o  the  merciful  God. 
How wonerful i n  His a l l  ways! 

H i s  long experience a s  superior and the d i f f i c u l t i e s  netwith during 
his whole l i f e ,  by the grace of God, had f i t t e d  him t o  be a rea l ly  
i d e a l  Father  Guardian. Much a s  I was with h i m  - and I ass i s ted  
him a t  his first and second holy Nasses - I never but once saw 
h i m  a s  r e a l l y  "next t o  upset"; and t'nat was i n  connection with 
something tha t  f e l l  t o  my duty t o  execute. I was indignant myself 
a t  the  very appearance o f  the s i tua t ion ,  a s  I r ~ d l i z e d  a t  once 
tha t  i t  must appear t o  h i m .  I surely sympathized with h i m  a s  I 
saw him jus t  ready t o  c a l l  me down and a s  I f e l t  he would be 
f u l l y  j u s t i f i ed  i f  appearance had not deceived h i m .  Less than ten  
words f u l l y  s a t i s f i ed  his demand without my even hanging up a 
long-distance c a l l .  The first chance he had afterward, he expressed 
regret  a t  h i s  manifestation of h i s  weakness. May his dear s o u l  
r e s t  with the saints!  

Sincerely Yours i n  40, Pr.  Solanus, O.l?.iVi.Cap. 

Notarius 



The following i s  a Pa i t l ; ?~ l  trar-scriptior.  oi' ;;he typed or ig ina l  by 
the  Servant of God, Pather  Solanus Casey , 0.2 .M. Cap. 

Apri l  8 ,  1949 

Joseph J . 0 'Dormel?- 
1120 Lakeshore Drive. 
Chicago I l l .  

S t .  Fe l ix  Fr ia ry  
Route 8 
Huntington, Indiana 

Blessed be God ! 

Feast of S t .  Dominic, 

Glory be t o  God ! 

Dear Joseph: God bless  you and yours. 

Having hinished a  card t o  M r s .  - your winnifred- l a s t  n igh t ,  I 
want t o  get  this off together with i t  before I forget and 
something be "sowedunder. 

I s t a r t ed  t o  kinda starxed t o  moralize i n  my short  card but i t  
seemed t o  me a f t e r  I was through tha t  my e f fo r t  was r a the r  vague. 
A t  a l l  events I ' m  giving i t  t o  the a i r  this Morring and hope i t  
contribute something to  he r  encouragement, For,*~is s i d e  of 
Heaven who i s ' t h e r e  l i v i n g  tha t  neads no encouragement now and 
then, a t  l e a s t .  How, beyond a i l  conception of creatures,  how 
marvelously has not our divine Xaster Jesus  provided such 
encouragement - with consolations against  t r i a l s  snd d i f f i c u l t i e s  
undertaken, even when only ga r t l y  and imperfectly f o r  X i s  dear 
sake, t h a t ,  if only appreciated properly on our p a r t ,  lexd t o  our 
" l o t  o themise  i n  t h i s  vale of t ea r s r r ,  - A h !  colors acd hopes 
t ha t  surpass i n  r e a l i t y  even the  joys of kumanity before the  F a l l  
i n  Paradise. 

O !  I f  humanity could only aopreciate,  - i f  i n  studying appreciation 
and gra t i tude  i n  the  School o f  Jesus and Mary - what a t a s t e  of 
Heaven humanity would be given even i n  t h i s  ear thly  vestibule! 
Appreciation? Gratitude! Hense the l i t t l e  verse: 

God made me t o  know H i m  ! O! What a  bles 'd  aim! 
To love H i m  and serve H i m  sure r e s t s  i n  the  same. 

I t  ' s Heaven-be,-, f o r  the  ~ r a t e f u l  CX 3uIiTH. 
To t reasure  a r igh t  ! ? ! Xighest Heaven i t s  worth. 

God Himself i s  the pr incipal  reward even here f o r  each one of us 
inasmuch a s  we l ea rn  t o  appreciate ; in  asmuch a s  we put  cn Chris t ian 
Gratitude. Glory be t c  God i n  the  Highest! S l e s ' t  mc? pr&d be 
the  Hearts of Jesus and Xary ! 



The following i s  a fait i?,ful  - I r a : . ~ c ~ p t i c r  o f  the handwritten 
or ig ina l  by the Servant of God, Tather. Solanus Casey, 0 .P.M. Cap. 

M r s .  Winif red 0 'Donne11 
Hermanville, Texas 

S t .  Pe l ix  Fr iary 
Route 8 
Huntington, Indiana 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  and Each of 'Xis ways. 

Dear Mrs. OIDonnell: God bless  you and guide you - always i n  l i is  
grace and holy, happy f ea r .  I hope you keep from worrying over 
there i n  tha t  promising land. I t r i ed  Saturday and Smday t o  
reach you and Joseph by "long-distance" but had mislaid Raymondville 
and consequently t r i ed  "Hargill  i n  vain. Hor~ever, I d i d  get Joe. 
Monday evening a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  home tha t  a.m. He f e l t  "kinds" 
down tha t  he had t o  come back alone, but seemingly i t  must have 
been about the  best thing t o  do under circumstances. 

After a l l ,  i f  we only look around us and think of the f e a r f u l  
conditions of society i n  very many places throughout "c iv i l iza t ion" ,  
how g ra t e fu l  we ought t o  be tha t  w e  have things comparatively s o  
outstandingly fortunate.  

The more I study on the "priz-contest" the  c learer  does t h i s  come 
t o  me. I sometimes think too: "How for tunate  was poor dear 
Pr. Maurice Joachim, whom we burried i n  January a f t e r  more than 
81 years of "warfare," crowned by a  peaceful, happy t r a n s i t  t o  
e te rn i ty .  

Gloqv and thanks be to  God. .,... When I can thank even now f o r  
ptomane -trouble s'iarting i n  Milwakkee, how much more w i l l  we 
bless  God's providence f o r  the  disapointments of this vest ibule  t o  
e te rn i ty  when we get t o  Heaven ..... and eternal ly  thereaf ter!  ..... 

Pr. S o l a m s .  

One badge f o r  Joe.- t o  cheer h i m !  + 

Rev. Charles Dillea, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ - L y  : i ~ . c  the typed or ig ina l  by The following i s  a f3iti.,C:?- - 
the  Servant of God, r"at;her Solams: Csseg, i3 .P.M. Cap. 

S a i ~ k  Fe l ix  Capuchin Fr ia ry  
H u n  tir-&on, Ind . 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  and each of His designs! 

God b less  you M r s .  OtDonnell. - away on the  range Many thanks f o r  
your kind favor from the  "fronteer  and the the f i e l d s  of cotton. 
The dotton-blossom was qu i te  a surpr i se  ...... I ' d  l i k e  t o  go 
i n t o  some d e t a i l s  but this isonly a card. and I have about twenty 
other  Joes  I outht t o  wr i t e  Today besides your J .J. 

So y o u ' l l  be easy i n  me f o r  taking only a card and perhaps l e t  ne 
have a prayer f o r  i n sp i r a t i on  and guidance ra ther  than a frown. .... 
Really, I think both you and Joe have an occasion f o r  merit  even 
i n  t h i s  experience of manifold-sacrifice. It seems t o  me just  too 
bad tha t  every one of us  hear those words of Jesus: "...He t h a t  
hath l e f t  ... f o r  my sake, e t c ,  w i l l  receive a hundred-fold even 
here  i n  this l i f e  ... " - a s  t o  some one e l s e  ..... and not t o  every 
t r i a l  and cross What an insp i ra t ion  these and such promises ought 
t o  be toevery one of us! O! If we would only l e a r n  t o  keep an eye 
on ourselves, v i e ,  onour inordinate and unreasonable inc l ina t ions  
t o  pamper our own w h i m s  and desires ,  e t c  ins tead of l i k e  Jesus ,  
cater ing t o  and adjusting Himself t o  the  Wil1,not only of His 
heavenly Father but t o  t he  meanest and lowest of men I n  o ther  words: 
l t  .. . . even t o  t he  death of the  Cross." S t .  Terese thinks t ha t  t he  
memory of our t r i a l s  i n  this ex i l e  on ear th ,  w i l l  be, a s  among the  
sweetes joys i n  our heavenly e te rn i ty .  She 's  rit even a s  f o r  Jesus 
our blessed God w i l l  be I l i s  Cmdifixion.  So, courage! for t i tude!  
humble grat i tude!  . . . 

Pr, Solanus O.P.M. Cap. 

I '  * ' /  
, , ,  2 .  : 

Rev. CharIes Dillen, c9.c.m. 
Notwius 



Blesld be God in all 3is ways. 

e@n in t ixe of e-?-;- crisis, to keep our old hezc?s fro:_? ovemuch 
r i g  At t i r ~ e s  of course tks wL11 seen impossible but Cod is 
a lvays  pleased t o  see us t u rn  t o  hia ari! 3.5 saista and t q -  ox. 



1949, December 

Dear  2Ir. 2. Zlrs. 0 ' D o m e l l  

%st assued  t h a t  I w i l l  add ny prayers to t h e  ::asses for the intentiom 
you neiitioned in your l e t t e r .  The :rams an2 i:?,te;?';lWLs have a l s o  '~ee-I 
iascribet? ir the r eco rds  of  t he  S e r a p l i c  :IE?SS Asm. 

yours 

Yes Joseph a i d  ':;i:qAfrec?: God bless :JOG s;:d 

yours .  
:r. Solaxus, O.?.;!. , Za?. 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.-m. 
Notctxius 



J u l y  8 t h  - 1950 

;dr. J. J, Gt30x,ell 
1120 Lalre Shore Cir. 
Ch icago  11 
Ill. 

S t .  3 e l i x  T r i a q ,  
R. E. 20. 8, 
W~ctingtcz,  I n d i c m .  

3 1 e s 7 d  be  God ir 311 Ylxings! 

God t.less you Jose2h J . - :;/,rlith ';:in a~lr ' ,  all. I jya-t  read ;.our 
in-beresti:?g l e t t e r  of Juk;  5ti; 2nd ne s u r e l y  appr ie ia- te  your zeal an6 - 
generos i ty .  Xaqr t i i a ~ k s  and God's r e m r d .  7 c  pray and t r u s t  t h a t  the 
sew care-tal;erl s hopeful  r q o r t  rca7 tuna ou t  t o  have beex i ~ o t  too  
0 2 t i ~ s t i c .  ZIy new Bev. Associele ,  3. Sineox called q- a t t e n t i o x  t o  
s p e c i a l  r e f  e r e x e  t o  er:rolL?lex~t of xg Irt ant  ' s . I just asl:ed t h a t  he  
2ut it d o x i  in 0~21 words. "1 have plent;r o f  t n a  - and the 
0 'Don i~e l l s  a lnays  inc luded,  TZm::s be  -to God: I an  fee l ing  we l l  a g a h  
a f t e r  j u s t  two weeks i:i t h e  R o s ~ i t a l .  a2:1ai47s be t o  God too f o r  ",he 

i d e a l  v e a t h e r  9 e  has  bezn s e n d i q  us la te l ;?  - sc? over ho t  du~riu;g t h e  . - day and coo l  :xLghts.. . . . . .--any t h a ~ k s  acd G.odls b l e s s i a g  %o eech a r d  
a l l .  - F r .  Sola:ius, o fnc  

*3 
-, I' 
, . 5 , ----. ".G.&.--L -... >---2-.A.i .-.--- I,, 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.6.m. 
FTotcrius 



Bles d be Go:! l a  all ' I is  desigs - ogera-Lions a r d  ecz;esxic shim 
included . 

l 1  I I , l '$'L'." ,--."CI'----- 
Rev. Charles Dillsn, c.i.c.m. 

Notaxius 



TIrs. J .  J .  O'Dorx~ell 
'7hite ?/ing R o t  e l  
Ea;mondvilLe, 
T exas. 

I Loge you ai-e % e l l  anc': t h a t  gou rzzy en jog  ~ o u s  exile doni.1 there  aad 
f ind  I t  nore and noye co-rgeaial - doins 3 s s i o : : o ~ ~ ~  :;!or1r ss  lo-ilg as 
you tail. For, after all every ow v k  believes in 2 z i s - t  Jesus and 
tries to follow F2-11 is necessali1,;l cloiag nark of a x i s s i o r a r y .  Glory 
be to God. 



Iilr. Josepn J. OfDomell  
1120 Lakeshore Drive. 
C i z i  cago L 1 L i : m i  s . 
Blessed be God iz all F3.e desi$:~. 

.',,!'i .-... , .... :-*1iL. - -- 
Rev. Charles Dillon, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



1952 January  1 

The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f i l l  t r a r s c r i p t i o n  o f  a message w r i t t e n  on a 
Seraphic  Mass Associa?;.ioa e s r ~  'r.y the S ~ 3 ~ ; ~ i t t  of  God, F a t h e r  So la rus  
Casey, 0 .P.M.Cap. 

Seraphic  Mass Associa t ion ,  210 'ti. 31 S t .  New York 1 

Joseph 0 'Donne11 
f o r  God s h o l y  guidance i n  h i s  many 
problem - t o g e t h e r  wi th  his associat ,es  

New Years Day January 1st 1952 
God b l e s s  you Joseph J .  - you and yours - 
Now and i n  E te rn i ty !  

F r .  Solanus,  O m  Cap. 

requested by - His Wife W i d e  

Af ter  a l l ,  i f  t h e  s a i n t s  have found +++++ 
and sorrows t o  b r ing  then  c l o s e r  t o  J e s u s  
- and they  must be so  s h o r t  - 
why f e a r  t o  embrace them ! ? ! 

F r .  Solanus. 

,,,..A,-.--..: >.--=--- ..----- -- '- ' 
Rev. ~ h a i l s s  Dillen, c,i.c.m. 

Notarius 



Bles' d be God i n  a l l  HEs desig-1s. 

. - 
God bless irou Joseph and '3*;i:.Lifre6 0 r 3 0 i x e l l  - ;-ou z26 yours. ~ i a n y  
thadcs f o r  your  p r o q t  a c t i o n  i:: ''l?r~~eir'-ti;=;." Pwt;ier s o l i c i h d e  - a bout your so-l?i,-hlg-c01~ne-~rleci cold reriecl;;, 3 0 -  I. har2l;r took 
tizie to r ead  dlreczioi:~ - so, as earl;,- as 2ossibf-e Tor  too6  r e su l t s .  
xia:-S;s be :o God I feel. t x t  3e  ausz have sozle -;la;- prorqted 2-our 
ckari la 'ole move I hope -ze a l l  have -the r x p i s i t n  - 7006 c l a p  befor 
t h e  week I s  over;  - you nit11 out  t expemmre  zi22 Ir. 301. vi thout  
his nose 1 ~ 1 ; n L i ~ g  aaay, e t c .  I looks b e t t e r  he re  alrca2: 3eo gratias. - 
T i m e  for naxins and lauds. 

I ' ,  14-4- , 
-A ---..-"-..- -- < ,. 1 - .  i 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notcrius 



c .  1948, February 11 

The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typed message 
on a  Pos t  Card by t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

B le s ' d  be  GO^! 
Febr.  11 
Bles 'd  be t h e  Immaculate conception! 

God b l e s s  our  F r i ends  the  Doyls - t r y i n g  t h e i r  hand a t  ... 
I almost s a i d  - being  "Fronteer-cowboys". Would l i k d  t o  be w i t h  
you. Well I was j u s t  t a l k i n g  wi th  our  F r i ends  Joe and Win. who 
thank God, seem t o  be b r igh ten ing  up c o n s i t e r a b l y .  I made a  
p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  them t h a t  seemed t o  appea l  a s  q u i t e  f avo rab le .  
We must g e t  our  B 1 .  Mother Mary and S t .  Joseph p o s i t i v e l y  i n -  
t e r e s t e d  - - in  a way we must t r y  and s h i f t  t h e  r e s p o n s i t i l i t y  f o r  
r e a l  success  more t o  t h e i r  lov ing  sho lde r s .  e t c .  But about  t h i s ,  
more another  t ime. . . . . . I understand your weather  down 
t h e r e  i s  n o t  too  balmy. Glory be t o  God, however, s u r e  i t s  t h e  

lov ing  Who i s  sending it .  It  must be f o r  t h e  b e s t .  

Congra tu la t ions  to P e t e r  a t  l e a s t ,  t h a t  he d o n ' t  have t o  
plow th rou th  t e n  t o  twenty-foot  snow-dr i f t s  a s  he probably had 
t o  do 25 yea r s  ago, and a s  I d i d  more o r  l e s s  s i x t y  yea r s  back, 
1888-9, i n  t r o l l y  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  head of t he  Lakes. How merci-  
f u l  t he  good God has been t o  us -- always f i t t i n g  " the  back t o  
the  burden, i f  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a ,  a s  o f t e n  seems the  case .  . . . 

Fr .  Solanus, 0. F. M. C.  

P ra i sed  be J e s u s ,  Mary and Joseph 

( r ece ived  wi th  the  O'Donnell l e t t e r s ,  Mrs. P e t e r  Doyle 
was t h e  s i s t e r  of  Joseph J ,  O'Donnell) 

i i 

-3 , i l 3  ., 1 ,  ; , /:., ~,..~.".,%.. .-.....,,.,....-. :: .-.- LI,:2-:;-.- c---;. 

Bev.' Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Nciarius 



Blessed be God iil all thiiags 

Pr. Solaxus, 0,2.::.Csp. 

( r ece ived  with 0 'Donne11 l n t t  e m ,  Nrs. P e t e r  3oyle 
nas t h e  sister of  Jose2h  , .C ' 3 0 ~ 1 e l l )  

I i .. 
I / . ?  . , , I  ! /'., 

-d'-!:-L.;<::5e:-:.-7.-.:..'.+ -.2..--- z- -... 

Rev. Charles Dilleo, c.i.c-2 
Notarius 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of handwri t ten  no te s  by 
the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F,M.Cap, 

If t h e r e  i s  a  b l e s s i n g  of  any kind t o  come from atheism - i n  
i t s e l f  t he  Climax of i n s a n i t y  - i t  w i l l  be t h i s  Unity among those  
p ro fe s s ing  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  God. 

A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  Rel ig ion  can be de f ined  a s :  "The sc i ence  of 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between God and the  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e ,  and dependence 
of t h e  l a t t e r  on h i s  Crea tor  - and h i s  neighbor - then  r e l i g i o n  
must be one, and whatever is  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t  u n i t y  i s  opposed t o  
t h a t  peace between men themselves and God t h e i r  Crea tor  t h a t  ought 
t o  permiate  human s o c i e t y  - t he  peace of which the  Good God Himself ,  
through the  Apost le  a s s u r e s  us  "surpasse th  a l l  understanding" - the  
peace t h a t  t he  Divine Ruler of the  universe  w i l l  no doubt e s t a b l i s h  
between men and n a t i o n s  even a t  t he  c o s t  of h e l l s  on e a r t h  be fo re  
t h a t  peace be pe r f ec t ed .  

F r ,  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap. 

May 7 ,  1940 

To Rabbi Rosenwasser. 

Why athesiam the  climax of i n s a n i t y , , . ?  

..... I c l a im t h a t  g r a t i t u d e  i s  one of t he  ve ry  f i r s t  and s u r e s t  in-  
d i c a t i o n  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  and athesiam i s  t he  b l a c k e s t  i n g r a t i t u d e  
poss ib l e .  

Fr .  S.  - u t  sup ra  

I t  ... r e l i g i o n  the  sc i ence  of ou r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  God and ou r  
neighbor and our  dependence on both.'' Futhermore athesiam robs  
man of s u p e r n a t u r a l  hope the  very s o u l  of human happiness ,  - -I____. 



1940, February & October 

The followirig Is 2, f a i t h f u l  t r & - s c r i p t i o n  o f  a photo copy 
of  t he  handwri t ten  or i .gina1 by the  Servant  of  God, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

ST, BONAVENTURE'S MONASTERY 

1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Avenue 

D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 

Peb. 21 ,  1940 
Mrs. Eleanor  Stuutm 
Traverse C i t y ,  Mich. 

Dear Mrs. Stumm:- 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  Hope you a r e  a l l  we l l .  P leased  
indeed t o  know of t he  progress  and good out-look of  your "Novena- 
movement .".... Ray Garland was i n  t h i s  evening,  i n  f a c t  j u s t  l e f t  
b e f o r  time t o  c l o s e  up. He has  been having t r o u b l e  wi th  a  
b ru i sed  s h i n s i n c e  Xmas time. It i s  almost hea led  now.....-"line 
t o o  i s  q u i t e  improved. He brought  me some of t he  s p e c i a l  s a l v e  
the  head D r .  a t  Ford 's  made up f o r  him, 

I want t o  t r y  i t  To-night.. ... hope i t s  good. How i s  Bob and 
the  employment coming along. , . .and t h e  two g i r l s  ... Neighbors ,etc .  

God b l e s s  a l l  and each 

F r .  Solanus 0.M.Cap. 

ST. BONAVENTURE'S MONASTERY 
1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Avenue 

D e t r o i t ,  Mich, 
October 25th ,  1940 

Mrs. Eleanor  Stumm 
Traverse C i t y ,  Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Sturn:.- 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  Only j u s t  now I read your no te  of 
October 11th ...Why of course  i t  would be a l r i g h t  t o  hold your S t .  
Anthony devot ions  o r  novenas any convenient  t ime. Perhaps Thurs- 
day f o r  a t ry-out .  Perhaps Fr .  Verreau was k idding  you.---- It 
i s  r e a l  s p i r i t u a l i s m  t h a t ' s  wanting t o  him a s  w e l l  a s  t o  you and 
myself and every  one of u s .  S p i r i t i s m  of course  would be some- 
t h i n g  e l s e .  I th ink  y o u ' l l  f i n d  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  Webster....Acy- 
how have pa t i ence  and be s u r e .  "The d a r k e s t  hour i s  o f t e n  the  
hour be fo re  day. Keep up courage and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  your se l f  
and a l l  ou r  f r i e n d s  i n  Traverse  C i t y  - Fr.  Solanus 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. Stumm I 1 .  
1 .  

301 Maryland _~_I,_____.-____._.-_____.__--..--~-_---_-- 1 - 4  L C  .. ) / / , I "  .,L 

Grand Rapids,  Mich. Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 
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194 1 ,  February 4 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  photo 
cop ie s  of  !lo*cwri~~en mess sgss 3s Si;ra;>h LC Mass 
Assoc i a t i on  Cards by the Servant oZ Goa, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

M r .  George V. Panyard 

-- f o r  God's g race  and guidance - 
Feb. 4 , 1941 

God b l e s s  you M r .  Panyard 

I hope t h i s  he lp s  some way. 

F r ,  So lanus ,  0.F.M.Cap. 

1945, August 27 

Poor Souls  i n  Purga tory  ' 

- f o r  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of  Geo. Panyard 
and a s s o c i a t e s  and r e l a t i v e s  
f o r  God's s p e c i a l  guidance - 

August 27 - 1945 

God.bless you George - you and yours .  

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 
Glad t o  h e a r  from you George - 
Was on retreat - a l l  l a s t  week i n  Glen C l i f f  up the 
Hudson 60 mi l e s .  Only To-night a f t e r  10 o ' c lock  go 
t o  your f avo r .  Best r ega rds  t o  a l l  - Mother, Dor i s ,  
Grace and the  r e s t  - with  God's l ov ing  b l e s s i n g  t o  
a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  ones.  

F r .  Solanus.  

The o r i g i n a l s  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Grove Rd. Apt. 17 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.e.m. 
N ~ t a r i u s  



1944, March 8 

The fo l lowing  i s  a Z a i t h f c l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  tile handwri t ten  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 
(from the  Photo-copy) 

March 8 ,  1944 

Miss Grace Panyard 
Muskegon, Michisan 

Dear M i s s  Panyard: 

God bless you and yours .  I have somany messages f r o m  you 
unanswered t h a t  I am now determined be fo re  postponing more t o  
thank you a t  l e a s t .  I hope t h i s  f i n d s  you improved and improv- 
i n g  . . . .  I have j u s t  a few minutes  . . . .  The p i c t u r e  I 
am sending under s e p a r a t e  cover  was q u i t e  i d e a l ,  bu t  some one 
had and a c c i d e n t  and broke t h e  g l a s s .  

The l i t t l e  frame jus t  f i t s  where I want i t  . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  I hope you w i l l  l i k e  t h e  Placque . . . . . .  e t c .  

God b l e s s  a l l .  Do n o t  worry. 

P r a i s e d  be Jesus . . . . . . . ,  

F r .  Solanus,  0. F. M, Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  posses s ion  of :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich . 4944 1 

..- jl-1 -*-----..-- L,-/-& .- 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.rn. 

Notarius 



The f o l l o w i ~ g  i s  a faiL'ral"ll1 t r n r ? s ~ r i ? t * ~ o r i  of a photo copy 
of  b r i e f  messzge w r i t t e n  an p i c t u r e s  and ca rds  by the  
Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

( f o r  Doris Panyard) 

on r e v e r s e  of  a photo of Padre P io ,  Fa ther  Solanus wrote.  

December 8 t h ,  49  ann ive r sa ry  of  his voca t ion ,  say  a 
l i t t l e  wispered prayer  f o r  t he  r e a l  conversion o f  poor 

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 
SINNER 

On an0the.r ca rd  Fr .  Solanus has w r i t t e n :  

Prayers  f o r  t he  Missions and f o r  t he  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i s  
most ly what they  need. 

F r .  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd, Apt .  27 
Muakwfon, Mich. 4944 1 



1945, May 12 

The following is a faithful transcription of a handwritten original 
by the Servant of God, Father Solacus Gasey, 0. F.  M. Cap. 

(from the photo-copy) 

ST. BONAVENTURE'S MONASTERY 
1740 Mt. Elliott Ave. 
Detroit, Michigan (7) 

May 12, 3.945 

Miss Grace Panyard 
Muskegon, Michigan 

Dear Miss Panyard: 

God bless you and yours. Almost 10 P. M. I feel that 
before waiting longer I must at least just thank you for your 
favor of a few days ago. I noted your request and do hope that 
the dear Good God may bless those intentions you recommended. 
I am inclosing a few little badges which I hope you may find 
good use for . . . Best wishes and ~od's blessing to all . .' . 
Mother Doris, George, Arthur, etc. . . . . . Praised be Jesus 
Christ. 

Fr. Solanus 0. F. M. Cap. 

The original in possession of: 

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich . 4944 1 

, , 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 
Not cirius 



1945, September 23 

The fo l lowing  i s  a photocopy o f  a handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t he  Servant  o f  God, Fa the r  Solanus 
Casey, O.F.M.Cap., and a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of i t .  

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 
225 JEROME STREET 
BROOKf8TFi 7 ,  N .Y. 

September 23rd, 1945 

Miss Grace Panyard 
Muskegon, Michigan 

Dear Miss Panyard: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  Before f u r t h e r  d e l a y  
t h i s  time I'll j u s t  w r i t e  "Thank you" and God b l e s s  
you f o r  t he  favor  j u s t  noted which you s e n t  me  spe- 
c i a l  day-before yes t e rday .  Also f o r  a number of 
o t h e r s  never  formal ly  acknowledged. 

We a r e  having 40 Hour Devotion till Tuesday- 
n i g h t  and I hope t o  purpose t o  remember you a l l  i n  
Muskegon. 1'1 pray  f o r  yours ,  

F r a t e r n a l l y  

F r .  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



1945, November 15 

The fo l lowing  is a f--.ithful ?canscr j .pt ion o f  a  photo 
copy o f  hcndwrite~n messages on S e r a p h i c  Mass Asso- 
c i a t i o n  Cards by the  Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus 
Casey, O.F.M,Cap. 

November 15th 1945 

God b l e s s  you ----- 
Grandma Panyard 

With a l l  t h e  yea r s  - - p a s t  bye. 
Your joys ,  your sorrows,  p l e a s u r e s ,  p a i n s ,  
J u s t  fit you f o r  - - on High. 

Fr .  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap. 

Godts b l e s s i n g  f o r  y o u r s e l f  Grandma --- and f o r  a l l  who 
fo l low on the  g r e a t  p i lg r image  t o  Great  Home awa i t i ng  . 
t h e  f a i t h f u l  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  war-fare.  

Fr .  Solanus,  F.M.Cap. 

Mrs. George Panyard S r .  

November 15, 1945 

Happy Bi r thday  and God b l e s s  you Mrs. Panyard 

Fr .  Solanus,.F,N.Cap. 

by 

h e r  daughters  -- and h e r  Sons 

Congra tu l a t i ons  Mrs. Panyard. Thank the  Good God f o r  
keeping us  from scanda l  s o  long and f o r  keeping us i n  
t h e  f a i t h .  

P r .  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l s  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 49441 

,' 
/ / '  

/ I / - * ~&-b-C. :h ; . - - iL iL- iC i~  
Rev. Charles DiXlen, c.i.c.m. 



1945, December 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r j n s c r i p t i o n  of photo 
cop ie s  of handmit ten messages on Seraphic Mass 
Assoc i a t i on  Cards by the  Servant  o f  God, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Miss Doris  Panyard 

For God's h o l y  guidance.  

Dec. S t h ,  1945 

God b l e s s  you Doris  P .  Shake o f f  - worry. 

Fr .  Solanus,  O.F.M,Cap. 

Pray f o r  t h e  poor b i g  s i n n e r  down he r?  a t  S t .  Michaels .  

He too  sometimes f e e l  ... ? But what can I do ? .... ? 
O! I j u s t  t h ink :  "some day i t  w i l l  be over" and then 
w e ' l l  g e t  HOME." 

God b l e s s  you aga in  

Fr.  S.  

George L. Panyard -- 

-- f o r  t he  Poor Holy Souls  -- 
s p e c i a l  I n t e n t i o n s  -- 

Dee. I l t h ,  1945 

God b l e s s  you George, you and yours  a l l  around 

F r .  Solanus,  0,F.M.Cap. 
Hope t h e  Holy Souls  - 
-- e s p e c i a l l y  who i n  any way have he lped  and been in-  
t e r e s t e d  - may s t i l l  show t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  

The o r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 27 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 

./ 1 
/ 3 ) -  //L: ,L .-- .v-.-e-+. ..-. L<:-* :d.-:->,:--: --*- 

Rev. ~ h a r ~ e s  Dillen, c.i.6.m. 
Notcrius 



1946, June 18 

The fo l lowing  i s  a Photocopy of a handwrit-  
t e n  O r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  
Solanus Casey,C!.F.M.Cap., and a f a i t h f u l  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of same. 

June 18th, 1946 

Peace, God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l  

Godbless you Misses Grace and Doris  Panyard and 
the  whole Family. 

Many thanks f o r  your number of  favors  1 've  
f a i l e d  t o  acknowledge. What about t h a t  t r i p  t o  
Huntington and of course  t o  S t .  Fe l ix? . . . . . I  
j u s t  rece ived  Dor i s f  l e t t e r  g iv ing  me your phone 
number. P l ease  God I ' l l  c a l l  you Sunday Evening 
about  7 : 4 5 .  We a r e  t o  have a chap te r  i n  D e t r o i t  
J u l y  11-14 We do no t  know a s  y e t  who i s  t o  go 
t h i t h e r .  P l ease  h e l p  us t o  s torm Heaven f o r  
guidance of the  Holy Ghost. 

S i n c e r e l y  i n  Chris t . . . .Thank t o  Doris too . . .  

Fr .  Solanus 

P.S. I r a t h e r  f e a r  they  w i l l  n o t  l eave  me h e r e  
long.  

The o r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd.  Apt, 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 



1947, May 6 

The following i 
original by the 
Cap. (from the 

s a f s i t f i f n l  transcription of the handwritten 
S e r v a n h f  God, F s t h - r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M, 
photo 2 0 ~ ~ )  

May 6th, 1947 

Miss Doris Panyard, 
Muskegan, Michigan 

Praise the Lord in all His designs 

God bless you Miss Panyard -- you and yours. MANY THANKS 

Congratulations on your Birth-day -- another year's 
service in the good God's wonderful universe. 

I meant to call you up last night the first I knew 
it was so late that I just decided not to call. I do hope 
that you enjoyed the day and especially with the folks last 
night. . . . . Jerry called me from Notre Dame but I rather 
fear I was a disapointment. I did what I think was best 
under circumstances. I am glad he caled. Sone day --- God 
willing -- things will be different. . . . . 

Praised be Jesus! 

Fr. Solanus, 0. F. M. Cap. 

P. S. ~od's blessi.ng to all the Family. 

Original in possession of: 

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd, Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich ,4944 1 

I '  / ' 1  ; ; ,/' ,... / -............., L.....- J .-----.- - 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



1947, November 28 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  
o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M: 
Cap. (from the  photo copy) 

November 28, 1947 

Miss Dor is  Panyard 
1st S t r e e t  and Clay Ave. 
Muskegon, Michigan 

The g r e a t e s t  s c i ence  of a l l  i s  t h a t  
of our  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  God and our  
Neighbor ..... 
RELIGION: Thi-nk i t  over  s ee  i f  I 
am n o t  r i g h t .  

God B les s  you Miss Doris :  

Many thanks f o r  your kind favor  on the  25th . . . . 
The f lower too.  They came i n  good f o r  Thanksgiving deco- 
r a t i o n  on h igh-a l t a r .  

Hope Grace, George, Mother and a l l  a r e  w e l l .  

P ra i sed  be ~ e s u s !  

S i n c e r e l y  i n  C h r i s t  

Fr .  Solanus,  0. F. M. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd .  Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 

,' , %  

,/ ;, 
! .'. .,' : , . ,..,... l..... ~-.-~::ILI~L:.L -..-.--..-..*- , 

R&. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1947, December 18 

The fo l lowing  LC a fa - i thcu l  t r d n s c r . l p t l m  ef a handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solauus Cssey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

( from the  Photo-copy) 

December 18, 1947 

Miss G. L. Panyard 
1105 Peck S t r e e t  
Muskegon, Michigan 

Dear Miss Dor is  Panyard: 

B le s ' d  be God i n  a l l  and each of H i s  des igns :  

God b l e s s  you Miss Panyard,many thanks f o r  your k ind  
f avor  RecU and noted yes t e rday  -- carbons ,  book, v i o l i n  
s t r i n g s ,  e t c .  

May the  d i v i n e  I n f a n t  reward you s h o r t l y  -- and i n  
t he  end be Himself your reward . . . . A B 1 .  Christmas 
t o  you and yours  and a peace fu l ,  Happy New Year. 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  Solanus,  0. F. M. Cap. 

A Joyous, Blessed Christmas 
t o  a l l  t h e  Panyard l ineup .  -- o ld  and yound 
b i g  and l i t t l e  

F r ,  Solanus,  0. F. M. Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  posses s ion  o f :  

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd.  Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 



1948, August 3 

The fol lowing i s  a photocopy of a  handwri t ten  
o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey 
O.F.M.Cap., and a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of i t .  

~ l e s ' d  be God i n  His  Angels and i n  H i s  S a i n t s !  

August 3 rd ,  1948 

God l e s s  you Grace Panyard - you and yours .  
Many thanks f o r  your double favor  of Aug. 1st. 
I hope t h i s  f i n d s  you wi th  l e s s  p a i n  and b r i g h t e r  
hopes. 

I ' v e  been th ink ing  f o r  sometime of t e l l i n g  
you t h a t  you should spa re  your se l f  unnecessary 
d e t a i l s  when convenient  - as  J e t h r o  the  Rev. 
Father-in-law of  Moses t o l d  the  g r e a t  l e a d e r .  
Divide the  work and sha re  i t  wi th  o t h e r s .  J u s t  
f o r  Example, why w r i t e  ou t  such a d e t a i l e d  l i s t  
every  time you w r i t e ?  Not t h a t  they  a r e  no t  in-  
t e r e s t i n g  o r  t h a t  I do n o t  read  them b u t  because 
i t  must be more o r  l e s s  a d r a i n  on your time and 
energy,  whereas they  a r e  r e a l l y  no t  necessary .  
Of course  i f  you have someth ing .spec ia1  i t s  a  d i f -  
f e r e n t  s t o r y .  Otherwise we pray a l l  those  in ten-  
t i o n s  i n  j u s t  p ray ing  f o r  you and your i n t e n t i o n s  
i n  gene ra l  ..... God b l e s s  you aga in  .... 

Yours i n  C h r i s t  

Fr .  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap, 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  Possess ion  o f :  

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd .  Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 



1950, May 19  

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o a  of t h e  handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, O.F. M .  Cap. 
( f r o m  t h e  Photo-copy) 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

Huntington,  Ind i ana  

May 19, 1950 

Blessed be God. I n  a l l  H i s  de s igns .  

Miss G. L. Panyard 
F i r s t  and Clay S t r e e t s  
Muskegon, Michigan 

God B le s s  you Miss Grace Panyard - -  you and a l l  t h e  Panyard 
Family and a s s o c i a t e s  -- wi th  customers ,  employes, debe to r s  
and c r e d i t o r s .  

I do pray  and hope t h i n g s  in God's own time and by H i s  
g r ace  b r i g h t e n  up. You know a s  w e l l  a s  we a l l  do t h a t  i t  has  
been q u i t e  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  thousands of concerns t o  keep from 
bankrupsy t h i s  p a s t  w i n t e r .  . . . . . 

Thanks be t o  God t h e  Panyards s t i l l  ho ld ing  on -- and 
p l e a s e  God w i l l  be enabled t o  "make t h e  grade ."  We s h a l l  
t r y  and speed up ou r  p r a y e r s  i n  t h i s  r ega rd .  I thank you 
f o r  your f avo r  j u s t  noted but  wh i l e  t h i n g s  a r e  s o  shakey I 
h a r d l y  expec t  such donat ions .  However i t  may be f o r  t h e  
b e s t  anyhow. 

F r .  So lanus ,  0. F. M. Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd .  Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 4944 1 

B&. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.ra, 
Motarius 



1951, May 2 

The fo l lowing  i s  a fait i :fal  trans:r:pcion of t h e  t y p e w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servanr  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M . ,  
Cap. (from the  photo copy) 

ST. FELIX FKIARY 
Route 8 

Huntington, Indiana  

May 2 ,  1951 

Miss G. L. Panyard 
F i r s t  and Clay S t r e e t s  
Muskegon, Michigan 

Dear Miss Panyard: 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns .  

This  i s  how f a r  I go t  t h i s  Morning when you c a l l e d .  A s  I 
t o l d  you, " j u s t  s t a r t e d . "  Now, a t  a l l  events :  "God b l e s s  you" 
Miss Grace L. Panyard, I f e e l  w i l l  be i n  p l ace  and w i l l  be  ap- 
p r e c i a t e d .  

Thanks be t o  God; I was s u r e l y  p leased  a t  the  tone of your 
c a l l  over  t h a t  of your l e t t e r  r ece ived  a  day o r  two be fo re  yes-  
te rday .  Let  us pray and t r u s t  t h a t ,  God w i l l i n g ,  t h i n g s  cont inue  
t o  b r igh ten .  Never the less ,  i t  i s  always good t o  keep t h e  s h o r t -  
n e s s  of time i n  mind a s  compared - b e t t e r  c o n t r a s t e d  - w i t h  e t e r -  
n i t y .  Good too  t h a t  we remember aga in  and aga in ,  whether we 
succeed o r  f a i l  i n  our  p l ans  and e f f o r t s  - good t o  remember the  
reminder of t h e  Psa lmis t :  "Unless t h e  Lord b u i l d  t h e  house, they  
l abo r  i n  v a i n  who b u i l d  i t .  "Unless t he  Lord keep t h e  C i ty ,  they  
watch i n  v a i n  who keep i t , "  . . . . Well God b l e s s  you a g a i n  Miss 
Grace L. and a l l  your e f f o r t s  and a l l  w i t h  whme you have a s soc i a -  
t i o n .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  ca t ch  the  d a i l y  ma i l  C o l l e c t o r  and he i s  l i a -  
b l e  t o  t o o t  any minute.  

Fr .  Solanus,  0. F. M. Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  posses s ion  of :  

Dor is  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich. 49441 



1952, A p r i l  12 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a a s c r i p t i o n  o f  photo 
cop ie s  o f  haadwr l r ~ e r :  messages on Seraphic  Mass 
Assoc i a t i on  Cards by t h e  Servant  of  God, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, C.F.M.Cap. 

Mrs. George Panyard S r ,  

wi th  whole Family - f o r  God's Guidance - f o r  a ho ly  Eas t e r  

Holy Thursday 

A p r i l  10, 1952 

God b l e s s  a l l  and each .  - A Blessed E a s t e r t i d e  

F r ,  So lanus ,  O.F.M,Cap. 

a Fr iend  - and Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

19.54, J u l y  28 

M r  s , Har r i e  t t Panyard 

- f o r  speedy h e a l t h  improvement, D.V. 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. Panyard 

s p e c i a l  enro l lment  
o f  

Mrs. H a r r i e t t e  Panyard 
by 

Daughter Doris 

Fr.  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

J u l y  28 - 1954 

O r i g i n a l s  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich . 4944 1 



1954, March 18 

The following is e faithful transcriptisn of a handwritten original 
by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

(from the Photocopy) 

March 18, 1954 

Miss Doris Panyard 
1705 Peck Street 
Muskegon, Michigan 

Dear Miss Panyard: 

Blessed be God! in all His designs. 

God bless you Miss Doras Panyard -- you and yours. 
May the dear Lord bless you all: May He Himself be your 
reward and your final Crown, as He is to be for all who 
by His holy grace shall persevere. 

Sincerely yours in Christ 

God's blessing to all 

April 13 
In all his designs blest be ~ o d !  

Fr. Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

The original in possession of: 

Doris Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Ifuskegon, Mich . 4944 1 

/' 
&L-%LL;>-::J--kl<:&~-L 

&+v. Charles Dillen, c.i,c.m. 
Notaxius 

76 



1955, A p r i l  7 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  handwr i t t en  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F.  M. Cap. 
( f rom t h e  Photo-copy) 

A p r i l  7 ,  1955 

Miss Doris Panyard 
1705 Peck S t r e e t  
Muskegon, Michigan 

Dear Miss Panyard: 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs!  

A p r i l  7,  1955. Holy Thursday. God b l e s s  you M i s s  Doras 
-- you and yours  f o r  b l e s sed ,  J o y f u l  Eas t e r !  

Many thanks two f o r  t h e  app rec i a t ed  "Lives of s a i n t s "  
r ece ived  s e v e r a l  months back and was on ly  r e c e n t l y  d i scovered  
-- i n  f a c t  j u s t  ye s t e rday .  F r .  Guardian i s  q u i t e  p leased  t o  
have i n  t he  House -- a s  a r e  we a i l .  

Very S i n c e r e l y ,  - - - - - 

F r .  Solanus.  

The o r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Doris  Panyard 
3248 Maple Grove Rd. Apt. 37 
Muskegon, Mich . 4944 1 

"L+- 

Rev. Cha~les Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Not~rius  



c ,  1955, Apr i l  8 

The fo l lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a r s 3 3 r i ~ t i o z  ,)i' the  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  80!.1_.~:~i Casey, C.fl.I,!, Cap. 

Good Fr iday  
4/8/55 B l e s t d  be God i n  a l l  Hj - s  Designs! 

God b l e s s  you Thonas Pailyard -- 
you and yours -- n e a r  and f a r !  

Would t h a t  you and I ,  d e a r  Tom; had 
a  spark  o r  two more of  holy  F a i t h !  
Do we a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  l i t t l e  f a i t h  we have? 
Do w e  eve r  beg God f o r  more? 

Here i s  a  l i t t l e  p raye r  I say  o f t e ~  f o r  you 
and me and a l l  Humanity: 

" 0  d e a r e s t  J e sus !  Who h a s t  su f fe red  and 
d ied  f o r  u s  - f o r  poor humanity - 9ave  mercy 
on u s .  I n c r e a s e  our  f a i t h  and confidence i n  
Thee, o u r  g r a t e f u l  l o v e  and our  reverence 
f o r  thee .  By correspondi3g with Thy holy  
g race  may we ever  l e a r n  t o  pri_ze 
o u r  p r i v i  - ( l eg@)  (pri) m a n  - b l u e p r i n t  
pu 'pose . . . . so t h a t  i n d i v i u a l y  - 
t r u s t ' i n t  i n  God's mercy 



1955, July 25 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten original 
by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0.F.M. Cap. 

BLessed be God in a l l  His designs! 

J u l y  25& 1955 -- 3 i f t y - t w c ; ,  y e a r s  deacon T o - C a y .  Cec Gr. 

God bl.eus you Grsce a d  Doris!  

M u g .  t f i a k s  for g c u r  wire  c m g r a t u l a t i o n s  , e f~c . ,  
etc. Ra12ks be t o  $02 Grace is at le?s$ x?11 
ecough to some home, Now Grace; you  mi-1st at 
leas* P o r  a nonth o r  so, fake things easy, azd 
as muc4 ss u o s s i b l e  avoid  w o r q ,  If gsu were 
t o  t ake  a six months vaca:ion i - b  would he the 
?ro?er t h i n g  t o  do. 

- 
Eote :  Above probably to Grace and Doris P u l ~ a r d  

of Muskegon, M i c h i g a  



3liss  Grace L. Panyard. 1705 E'eck S t r e e t ,  iGuskegon, l t ich.  

God b l e s s  you lk i s s  Grace L. Panyard. God b l e s s  you and yours these 
unsettled dzys - i n  a way, f e a r f u l l y  t h r e e t m i ~ g  day's ar,d fu l l  of 
uncanny forebodings;  ~ i . 2 ,  i n  asmuch a s  t h e  individual or t h e  whole 
world has  been and s e a m  a c t u a l l y  t o  be turning away from God, t o  
seek  peace elsewhere than  i n  %is pr iv i l eged  s e r v i c e ;  i n  j u s t  so  
nucli do we f i n d  - i i i d iv idua l ly  o r  iiwnanity a s  a  whole - u n r e s t ,  
disapoin-tment , d i scourageme~t  . God b l e s s  you ?!Ti., . . God b l e s s  you 
and yours these u n s e t t l e d  days - i n  a  way, days of u n r e s t ,  of 
s u s p e w e  asd o f  mcamy 2nd t h r e a t e n i n g  forebodings; v i z  , inasnuch 
a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  t h e  whole world h a s  been &owing t endemy t o  
i o r g e t  t h e  purpose of  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n  and o f  'r2lei.r ex i s t ence  a s  
r a t i o r a l  c r e a t u r e s  and have been seeking peace o t h e r  than  i n  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e d  se -Mce  of  illmight God, i n  just somuck have they  been 

( ~ n f  ini shed) 

"7 I 

/ -L&-.%&.:*&-. dl*%<< 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 250 



1942, September 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  transcription of the  typed original 
by t h e  Servant  of Sod, Fottier s c l a n m  C ? 3 6 y ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

-7 -%em 2i'ollows soma o f  t k e  letter: 

$1 . . . .You w i l l  reneziber fast Aug:xst; wh2n 
I was in 3e t ro i . c  how ver7 hec4ic  t b i n g s  
&-ere at t2.e h 3 s p i t a l .  L S;riei! t o  r e n m -  
bsr everyi;l?ir,g religiorls 2nd. 'i~eau'eif u l  
I was ever  t auzh t :  I zsie2 t o  think 
h o ~  the  S a i n t s  prayed f o ~  crosses  szd 
suffsr ings;  m d  decided (rightly), it 
was n p s l f  t h a t  needed a d 2 u s t i n s .  

"90 I s t a r t e d  prsyirg t o  S t .  *Joseph, 
saying 7 P a t e r s ,  7 Aves and 7 G l o r ~ e s  
in hono r  o? t h e  seven 5rsat Sorrows 
and Joys which he had c q e r i e n c e d  on 
e s x h .  I o f i ' e r d  t h i s  l o r  t h e  + race  
to Sear  the l i t t l e  crqss2s an:: ic- 
j l ~ s t i c e s  thac were heapeti upcn n e  - 
at l e a s t  seemingly so to xe. S a v i z g  
s t a r t ed  the ccvena t k i n g s  seeaed to 

A 

Rev. Charlcs Dilian, c.i.c.m. $1 
Nota~iua 



1942, September 
Page Two 

Miss Mae H. Whelan 

get  worse b u t  I kep t  on praying. I 
was a f r a i d  i n  f a c t  t o  s top my prayers. 

"One day when things were a t  t h e i r  
worst and I could n o t  f e e l  I were 
receiving any addi t ional  necessary 
grace t o  manage under such condi t ions ,  
the  afternoon newspaper announced t h a t  
a new Superintendent was appointed t o  
the  Hospi ta l ,  ' a  very f a i r  and peaceful . man.. ' 

"He i s  indeed a peaceful man and very 
f a i r .  Peace seemed t o  s e t t l e  a l l  over 
the  place almost immediately upon his 
a r r i v a l .  I had almost given up hope 
of any th ing  Like t h a t ,  and was j u s t  
begging f o r  g r w e  t o  bear p a t i e n t l y  
with the many mnoyances, e tc .  when 
on Thursday morning March 19th he cane 
t o  o u r  o f f i c e  and t o l d  us i t  was h i s  
birthday.  I f a i r l y  ye l led  with glee:  
"March lg th !  What a wonderful birthday!' - 
The o the r  g i r l s  asked me afterwards, 
"What i n  the  world i s  the re  about 
March l9th?".. ,never remembering t h a t  ....... it i s  always the  Feast of S t .  Joseph.. 

"Dont you think t h a t  was a generous 
answer from dear  St .  Joseph? And s o  
a t t e n t i v e  and personal.  It jus t  
looked as i f  We had been f igur ing  
during the  whole novena how t o  spring 
h i s  d e l i c a t e  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e  on m e  
and this way increase a;y f a i t h  and 
confidence.,........ 11 

' I  
- _xL-L..L-LLLL~I~ ' - 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.n, 

Notarius 



1942, September 
Page Three 

Miss Mae H. Whelan 

Now Miss Whelan; Cod b l e s s  you and all 
your t r o u b l e s  as w e l l  as a l l  your f r i e n d s  and a l l  
your joys and hopes, .  , , A f t e r  all. the  s o u l  of hap- 
p i n e s s  here i n  t h i s  o ld  world c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  
hopes w e  f o s t e r .  L i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  happy i n  t h e  
v i v i d  hopes t h a t  animate them. Oucs should be t h e  
hopes o f  t h e  S a i n t s  - s p r i n g i n g  from t h e  i n f a l i b l e  
promises of Heaven and imbued with t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
of t h e  contrast between the e t e r n a l  and tempora l ,  
e tc .  Now I'll say, "God b l e s s  you again and good- 
bye till a n o t h e r  t ime. 

Fr, Solanus 
O.F.M. Cap. 

Notarius 



14 4 3 ,  January 3 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t ranscr ip t i . cn  02 a  carbon copy of  t he  
typed o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 
January 3 ,  1943 

M r .  Charles  Bracken 
Traverse  C i t y ,  Michigan 

My dea r  M r .  Bracken: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I hope the  out look  f o r  you son i s  
b r igh ten ing  s i n c e  y o d w r o t e  me l a s t  week. A t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  I hope 
we can h e l p  him. I n  f a c t ,  I th ink  I ought t o  say,"Thanks be t o  God, 
I am conf ident  t h a t  we can h e l p  him." This  e s p e c i a l l y ,  i f  you and 
Mrs. Bracken and your f r i e n d s  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  w i l l  do your p a r t -  
each i n  h i s  way. F i r s t ,  I want t o  t e l l  you t h a t  I had an  exper ience  
of sk in - t roub le  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of which you w r i t e  your son i s  hav- 
i n g  and can sympathize wi th  him even according t o  t h e  l i t t l e  s t anza :  

"The mourners t e a r  ha th  furrowed k i n d l y  f a c e s ,  
And l e f t  t h e  l i g h t  of love  ab id ing  t h e r e ,  

Sweet sympathy and t ende r  deeds a r e  t r a c e s  
Of p a i n  and sorrow soothed i n  s i l e n t  p raye r . "  

You t e l l  me t h a t  Mrs. Bracken i s  n o t  Ca tho l i c .  I hope she 
a s  well a s  your se l f  - both of you - a r e  e a r n e s t  about saving your 
own s o u l s .  However, I am convinced more and more every  day t h a t  
such a f f l i c t i o n s  - i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t he  t r i a l s  and c r o s s e s  of l i f e  i n  
gene ra l  - a r e  s e n t  us  o r  a t  l e a s t  permi t ted ,  p r i m a r i l y  t o  wake us  
up and make us do b e t t e r ;  i n  o t h e r  words, " t o  switch us  i n t o  l i n e "  
i n  r i g h t  t h ink ing ,  and b r ing  t o  our minds something of t h e  s h o r t -  
n e s s  of t h ings  e a r t h l y  - joys and p l easu res  a s  w e l l  a s  sorrows and 
disappointments ,  e t c . ,  and thus  i n c l i n e  us  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  E t e r n i t y  
and t h e  E t e r n a l .  Hence the  o ld  saying:  "Whom the  Lord love th ,  He 
c h a s t i s e t h . "  

Now, what can we each of u s  do t o  he lp  t o  induce t h e  Good God 
t o  l i f t  t h i s  c r o s s  from the  boy? I f  you send me h i s  name, I s h a l l  
i n s c r i b e  him i n  our miss ionary  work whereby he w i l l  have t h e  b e n e f i t s  
of p raye r s  and holy  Masses c o n t i n u a l l y  and, i n  a  way may become - i n -  
d i r e c t l y  a  f o r e i g h  miss ionary .  The inc losed  bookle t  w i l l  g ive  you 
necessary  d e t a i l s .  Then you can go more f r e q u e n t l y  t o  Holy Communion 
i f  p o s s i b l e  and have the  o t h e r s  of the  family do the  same. Th i s  i s  
one th ing  t h a t  I have been adv i s ing  Ca tho l i c s  t o  do f o r  y e a r s  and I 
a s s u r e  you, i n  many cases ,  w i t h  q u i t e  a s t o n i s h i n g  r e s u l t s .  Of  course ,  
M r s .  Bracken cannot j o in  i n  t h i s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  a t  l e a s t .  Le t  he r  do 
something i n  h e r  own honest  way; whatever she may deem most p l e a s i n g  
t o  t h e  dear  Lord - only  t h a t  she be e a r n e s t  about i t  and a s  con f iden t  
a s  poss ib l e .  



1943, January 3 
t4r. Charles  Bracken 
Page 2 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i m  of a  carbon copy of t he  
typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0 .  I?. PI. Cap. 

The fo l lowing  might be a p r a c t i c a l  example wi th  j u s t  a  few de- 
t a i l s .  It happened a  few y e a r s  ago when on a  c e r t a i n  morning t h e r e  
was q u i t e  a  crown wa i t i ng  here  i n  t h e  Monastery o f f i c e ,  an# old- look-  
i ng  couple s lowly r o s e  from t h e i r  s e a t s  and approaching the  desk, asked 
i n  German, i f  t hey  could speak t o  me pe r sona l ly .  As we s t a r t e d  i n t o  
another  room, I smelled a  cancer ,  though I was no t  c e r t a i n  what i t  was 
till the  o ld  l ady  t o l d  me t h a t  he r  husband had cancer  and could n o t  
work any more. She was t h e  spokesman, and made no s e c r e t  of i t  what- 
eve r .  A f t e r  a  l i t t l e  I asked i f  they went t o  t h e  holy  Scraments r eg -  
u l a r l y .  "My husband i s  n o t  a  Cathol ic , "  she answered. "Then, M r .  N . , "  
I s a i d ,  "You do something i n  your own hones t  way t o  p l e a s e  the  God God." 
"What could I do t o  p l e a s e  Him? I was r a i s e d  a  Lutheran bu t  f o r  twenty 
yea r s  I have p r a c t i c e d  no r e l i g i o n . "  " I t ' s  a  poor way t o  be,  man;" I 
answered, "and e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you t ake  i t  a s  I d e f i n e  Rel ig ion .  THE 
SCIENCE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR - I might say  - 
OF OUR DEPENDENCE ON GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR. To p r a c t i c e  no r e l i g i o n  
i s  making a  secondary m a t t e r  of t h e  primary purpose of our  c r e a t i o n  
a s  r a t i o n a l  be ings ,  v i z . ,  TO K N W  GOD; t h a t  we may love  H i m  and se rve  
H i m  and be happy wi th  H i m .  Now 1'11 t e l l  you what you can do t o  p l e a s e  
God. J u s t  s t a r t  and be e a r n e s t  about sav ing  your  soul . "  "After  a l l "  
I added, i f  you a r e  a  Lutheran,  you b e l i e v e  i n  Jesus C h r i s t .  I b e l i e v e  
i n  H i m  a s  a  Ca tho l i c ;  s o  we a r e  both  C h r i s t i a n s ,  and one way o r  o t h e r  
we must be b r o t h e r s .  

This  l a s t  e s p e c i a l l y  seemed t o  p l ease  him and he answered, dec- 
i d e d l y  b r igh ten ing  up; "Yes, yes ,  t h a t  i s  r i g h t . "  

I would have taken the  man t o  be e i g h t y ;  whereas he was only  f o r t y  
-nine.  But from the  cons t an t  pa in  and s t ench  of h i s  malady he could 
n e i t h e r  e a t  no r  s l e e p  and i t  seemed t o  Ee he was wishing t h a t  he were 7-Vcc, 

a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  grave.  Honestly,  he d i d  n o t  look a s  though he would 
l i v e  another  week and I f ea red  he might go o f f  i n  d e s p a i r .  To i n s p i r e  
him w i t h  a s  much hope a s  I could I proposed t o  him about  a s  fo l lows:  

?I  Now, M r .  N. . . . I am going t o  t e l l  you something e l s e  t h a t  
you can do t o  p l e a s e  God. 1 am i n s c r i p i n g  your name now i n  our  mis- 
s iona ry  work, the  Seraphic  Mass Assoc ia t ion ,  f o r  p raye r s  and ho ly  
Masses always being o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  members. You, on your p a r t  could 
promise t h e  Good God i n  your own hones t  way, t h a t  i f  i t  h e l p s ,  you 
w i l l  be e a r n e s t  i n  f i n d i n g  out  f o r  your se l f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  r a t h e r  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  - between your denomination and the  "Mother Church? 
which l a t t e r  i s ,  of course ,  none o t h e r  than  t h e  Ca tho l i c . "  Without 
t h e  l e a s t  h e s i t a t i o n  he answered a t  once; "Ich t u  es . "  (1'11 do it.") 
Then, s ee ing  h i s  r ead ines s  an2 h i s  growing i n t e r e s t ,  I added: "And, 
I can a s s u r e  you beforehand t h a t  inasmuch a s  you a r e  e a r n e s t  and hon- 
e s t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  - and p r a y e r f u l  a t  t he  same t ime -- i n  j u s t  s o  
much w i l l  i t  become a s  c l e a r  t o  you a s  twice two a r e  f o u r ,  t h a t  you 
have your C h r i s t i a n i t y  no t  d i r e c t l y  from J e s u s .  I n d i r e c t l y ,  y e s ;  

Notarius 
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The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f n i  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a carbon copy of t he  
typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

b u t  d i r e c t l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  you have i t  (inasmuch a s  i t  i s  C h r i s t -  
i a n i t y )  a s  s a i d  be fo re ,  from the  "Mother Church" - c a l l  your se l f  what 
you may. 

Like a d r o m i n g  man who grasped my hand when only  a youth, s o  
now t h i s  poor p a t i e n t  seemed t o  hang on every word of hope. "Hist- 
or i sch"  he r epea t ed ,  " H i s t o r i c a l l y ?  That i s  t rue !  I ' l l  do i t ." . . . . . Next morning, about two hours  e a r l i e r  than  the  day be fo re ,  
he walked i n  seemingly q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  person.  There was c o l o r  i n  
h i s  f a c e  and a smi le  on h i s  countenance. He was twenty y e a r s  younger 
looking as  he walked over t o  t h e  desk without  s t o p  o r  h e s i t a t i o n  t o  
g r e e t  me; "Guter Morgan" - (Good Morning.) "I came t o  s e e  i f  I could 
s t a r t  t ak ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  today. 

That he was f e e l i n g  b e t t e r  was man i f e s t .  No one could doubt 
t h a t  who had seen him t h e  day be fo re  . . . . . I gave him over  f o r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  F a t h e r  Char les ,  a born Bavarian, who could n a t u r a l l y  
speak b e t t e r  German than  one l i k e  myself and had more time a t  h i s  
d i s p o s a l  than  I could p o s s i b l e  g ive  him. E igh t  weeks l a t e r ,  Sunday 
morning, I gave him h i s  F i r s t  Holy Communion myse l f ,  q u i t e  unexpect- 
ed ly ,  and a week from t h e  next  day j u s t  a s  I had f i n i s h e d  t e l l i n g  two 
l a d i e s  about him - one of them a B a p t i s t  w i th  a cancerous b r e a s t  - he,  T-? 
l i k e  rushed i n  t h r u  the  door ,  beaming a l l  over t o  announce; " . . . . 
I j u s t  dropped i n  t o  t e l l  you I am going back t o  work nex t  Wednesday." 

The above i s  a s i n g l e  case  £ram many s i m i l a r  - I t h i n k  I ' d  be 
s a f e  t o  say one ou t  of thousands. I ve ry  seldom go i n t o  such d e t a i l s  
and whi le  I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  encourage q u i t e  a few cancer  p a t i e n t s  by t e l l -  
ing  them about t h i s  one, I have never w r i t t e n  about  i t  be fo re .  I hope 
i t  may no t  be a bore t o  anyone. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ;  may i t  be an i n s p i r -  
a t i o n  and an example f o r  many, no t  only f o r  ca ses  of eczema and cancer ,  
bu t  f o r  whatever t r o u b l e  may be met w i th .  Our sad weakness today i s  
our  l ack  of f a i t h  and consequent ly,  want of confidence i n  God. 

I n  case  you be i n  D e t r o i t ,  o r  i f ,  wi thout  t o o  much inconvenience,  
t he  boy might be ab l e  t o  c a l l  down a t  t he  Monastery, I would be p leased  
t o  meet you. Hoping t h a t  by t h i s  time he i s  f e e l i n g  improved and aga in  
wishing you and yours  God's New Year ' s  Bless ing ,  I beg t o  remain, 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr .  Solanus,  0 .  F. M. Cap . ,  
/ s /  Fr .  Sofanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 



1943, November 25 

The following is a iaithiui iranscriptio:~ of the typed oainal by 
the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

ST. BONAVEXTURE: NONASTEXY 
1740 Mt. Elliott 
Detroit, Mich 

Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 25th 1943. 

Mr. Raymon Bowers 
4060 Rose Avenue 
Western Springs, Illinois. 

My Dear Friend: 

God bless you and yours. May He guide you for the best in 
all your ways! Many thanks for your kind favor of October 12th 
with charitable request. Having read your really pathetic letter, 
I started at once to write you a reassurence of my heart-felt sym- 
pathy and of my prayers for yourself and your three little half- 
orphants; and now it seems like months instead of weeks that I've 
been trying to get something back to you worth while; -- sympathy 
first of course and condolance. 

At the same time, however, and the more I think it over, I 
would be wanting in appreciation of the confidence you manifest 
in writing me such a letter if, even while condoling with you, I 
failed, to at least intimate a gentle congratulation. This of 
course, not on the death of such an ideal wife and mother as was 
your Kathleen but on your fortune - perhaps whollymmerrited on 
your part - of having for years had such a model of Christian per- 
fection to live with and to drinkin for so long the spiritual in- 
fluences necessarily radiating from the outstanding virtues manifest 
in the very-day life of any such a Christian. No wonder that you 
now lament feeling "bankrupt without her". 

Your bereavement; yes; inasmuch as viewed through the melan- 
choly lenses of worldly wisdom, so sadly inclined to exclude faith 
in God and consequently confidence in a favorable hereafter, would 
be an irreparable loss and misfortune. But 01 what a contrast in 
the light of Christian faith that illuminates the soul of the really 
practical believer!. "How vain!" exclaims that faith and that phil- 
osophy; "How trivial and vain in themselves are the joys and the 
sorrows alike of this 'momentary existence', that worldlings wor- 
ship as life!" Truly, We hardly need go further than your own letter 
and your own recent experience to coroberate with the above; in other 
words to be convinced that though in themselves are vain, still be- 
cause of our weaknesses they are unecessary or helpful-these joys 

Rev. Chcrles DilIan, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



M r .  Raymon Bowers 
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1943, November 25 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t n f u l  r ranscripciork of t he  typed original by 
t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

and sorrows - t he  one t o  buoy us up from Secoming depressed,  t h e  
o t h e r  t o  chck us  i n  our  i n o r d i n a t e  esteem of s e l f  and of wordly 
advantages.  

I s  t h i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  conclus ion  t o  which you come i n  your 
l e t t e r  

exclaims t h a t  f a i t h  and t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  phi losophy;  "How v a i n  
and how t r i v i a l  / i n  + s i s  "How vain!" a r e  t h e  joys a l i k e  and the  
sorrows of t h i s  r e a l l y  'momentary e x i s t e n c e '  t h a t  wor ld l ings  a r e  
so  i n c l i n e d  t o  worship a s  LIFE!? Vain they  a r e  indeed 

Vain indeed i n  themselves,  when we th ink  of e t e r n i t y ,  must 
seem anything t h a t  pas ses  away; and only  inasmuch a s  they  buoy us 
up from depres s ion  o r  check us i n  our  i n o r d i n a t e  esteem of s e l f  
and the  world can they  be considered r e a l l y  important .  I n  t h i s  
sense  and cons ider ing  our  c o n d i t i o n  a s  p i l g r i m s  t o  ETERNITY THEY 
would seem t o  be a  s o r t  o f  s a l v a t i o n  no t  on ly  important  bu t  pos i -  
t i v e l y  necessary .  We h a r d l y  need go f u r t h e r  t han  your own l e t t e r  
and r e c e n t  exper ience ,  t o  corobora te  t h i s  philosophy.".  . . Her 
dea th /has  b r o t  ou t  t o  me t h e  u t t e r  emptiness  of l i f e  except  f o r  
something too  f i n e  t o  express  i n  words. "Our food, our  c l o t h i n g ,  
our  home, our  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  mean s o  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l i s i s .  
"I am praying f o r  more of the  f a i t h  t h a t  she had; more of t h a t  
which, I cannot d e f i n e ,  o t h e r  than  a  suprime confidence i n  God and 
a  f i r m  b e l i e f  i n  a  h e r e a f t e r .  "She had so  much of i t .  "I have s o  
l i t t l e .  "Sometimes I t h i n k ,  t h a t  f i r s t  t he  dea th  of l i t t l e  John 
and now h e r  dea th  a r e  b u t  s i g n s ,  o r  a  w r i t i n g  on the  w a l l ,  a s o r t  
of warning t o  me. . . . "Now I want t o  r i s e  up above m a t e r i a l  
t h i n g s ,  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  of l i f e ,  a  t r u e r  sense of va lues ."  

(unf in ished)  

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxius 



1943, January 8 

The fol lowing 1s a f a l t h f u l  t r a n s c n p t i o r .  of t h e  hacdwri t t e n  o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God Fa the r  S O ~ E ~ X ~ S  Casey , S .  S.X. Cap. 

D e t r o i t ,  M i  ch. -. January 8th - 

Dear Miss Krausman: - 

God b l e s s  you and yours.  I s t a r t e d  t o  w r i t e  you before  but r ea l -  
l y  I ha rd ly  know what t o  w r i t e .  F i r s t  I want t o  a t  l e a s t  thank you f o r  
your f a v o r  of 28th u l t . -duly  received and noted. I ' m  l eav ing  t h i s  s ign-  
t h i s  coat  of arms i n t a c t .  ( s i g n  i s  t h e  crossed Franciscan  ~ m s )  

Nay be t h a t  S t .  F ranc i s  and our Dear Lord too  wishes you F I E  AND -- 
PROSPEROUS i n  a s p i r i t u a l  sense and t h e r e f o r e  i s  o f f e r i n g  s o u  a member- - " 

s h i p  i n  h i s  greax Third Order of Penance. Poss ib ly  you 've  joined a l -  
ready! I n  t h a t  case then  you could l i v e  up t o  the  d u t i e s  and compara- 
t i v e l y  "innocent  obligations1'-mekness, e t c  . dur ing  t h e  HE8  YIUR-and af -  
t e r - i f  t h i n g s  br ighten  up and your f r i e n d  l e a r n s  t o  overlook your crank- 
i n e s s  a s  passed and of t h e  pas t  and have pa t i ence  w i t h  poor Muriel. . . . . .  
T h i s  thought came t o  me a s  I came t o  s a i d  s i g n  and I t h i n k  i t  would be 
p r a c t i c a l .  You would then  have something worth while  t o  write-about.  
I am s u r e ,  i f  your f r i e n d  has  thought anything of you a t a l  he would be 
g lad  t o  h e r  j u s t  something l i k e  t h a t .  

I t  c e r t a i n l y  would be a p o s i t i v e  i n d i c a t i o n  of your coming down 
from t h e  h igh  horse  of haught iness ,  t h a t  Muriel-bad a s  t h e  r e s t  of us- 
has  found unsafe  and unpro f i t ab le .  It would be a consola t ion  a l s o  t o  
your conscience a s  an honest  e f f o r t  a t  s e l f  conversion-source of  hope 
superna tu ra l  t he  sou l  of happiness f o r  p i l g r i m  he re  i n  tbAs world. 

. . ..P1. drop one of those t e a r s  f o r  t h e  
conversion of your poor 

Fr. Solanus 



1943, September 22 

The fo l lowing 1s a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p ~ l o n  o f  t h e  h a n d w r i ~ t  en o r i g i n a l  by 
zhe S ervar;t of God, F a t h e r  Solaaillls C a s q  O - F .1S. Cap. 

S t .  Zonaventure s Monastery 
1760 Mt . E1h.o-c t Avenue 
De-trois , Michigan 
Sept .  22,  1943 

M i s s  Mur ie l  Krausman 
14395 Philornene 
Al len  P a r k ,  Nich. 

Many thanks - fo r  favor-noted. 

Dear Miss Krausman: - 
God b l e s s  you and yours.  I hope you keep we l l  and shake o f f  a 

l i t t l e  more of t h a t  worry o f  yours.  Ins t ead ,  j u s t  o f f e r  t h a t  whole 
a f f a i r  t o  our  dea r  Lord every time you t h i ~ k  of i t  ar,d beg our  dear  
B1. Mother t o  he lp  guide th ings  f o r  t h e  b e s t .  God b l e s s  you again  
and s l e e p  i n  confidence. 

S ince re ly  yours i n  +o 

over  

" God b l e s s  .:IOU Xiss Krausma-1. 

I had hardl;; sea led  your l e t t e r  when your s p e c i a l  walked i.1;. - 

Many Thaaks.. . . A s  s a i d  a b o ~ e  r;r;- azd keep courage. E-rer,, 
time you think of your t roub les  r a i s e  your h e a r t  with a l i t t l e  s i g h .  

"God h e l p  us!" inc lud ing  a l l  humanity 

P ra i sed  be J e s u s  C h r i s t  ! 

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

F r .  Solanus,  0.P.M.Cap. 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r l p  t i o n  of $he handwrl t t en o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  S o l a m s  Case? 3,P,M.'-rap. 

S t  . 1/11 cha e l  ' s Church 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  
3rooklyn 7 ,  N.Y. 
Augus-:, 18, 1945 

Miss Mur ie l  Krausman 
Al l en  Pa rk  Mich. 

Dear Miss Krausman: 

God b l e s s  you 211-you and yours .  Many thadzs  f o r  your  f a v o r  of a  
few weeks back. I hope you enjoyed y a u r  vacation-you and your  Fa the r .  
I s t a r t e d  t o  f i x  up a b i g  c a r d - c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  t h e  Poor S o u l s  t o  s e n t  
your  Mother but was n o t  c e r t a i n  about  h e r  f i r s t  name, so  l e t  i t  go. I 
am not  s u r e  if I s e n t  your  Brother-in-law c e r t i f i c a t e s .  I t s  taken  me 
so  f a r  p r e t t y  much t o  g e t  acquain ted  w i t h  t h e  work, e t c  h e r e .  Today 
f i v e  of  u s  go up t o  t h e  Immaculate Conception Monastery a c r o s s  from 
West P o i n t ,  t o  make ou r  annual  r e t r e a t .  I n  o t h e r  words w e ' l l  t r y  a- 
g a i n  t o  be converted f o r  ano the r  y e a r .  

So I hope y o u ' l l  pardon n e g l e c t  arzd b r e v i t y .  God b l e s s  and 
guide  you and u s  a l l .  

S i n c e r e l y  i n  t h e  Sacred H e a r t ,  

F r .  Solanus ,  0.P.K.Cap. 

P.S.-had t o  open envelope t o  say--The double r e l i c  ought t o ,  ought t o  
work something f o r  l i t t l e  Juda .  The wh i t e  p a r t i c a l  i s  of t h e  l i n e n  
shroud o f  Venerable Mary of Agreda, Spa in ,  vino a f t e r  249 y e a r s  was ex- 
m e d  and f o u d  p e r f e c t l y  preserved.  She had been o u  31. Mothe r ' s  
s e c r e t a r y  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  "The C i t y  of God" autobiography.  



1945 ? September 1 5  

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a r s c r i p t i o z  of  t k e  handwr i t t en  o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  S o l a m s  Casey, B.3.bl.Cap. 

ST. Michael ' s Church 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  

-ookl n 7 N.Y. 
W;pt P5; 1945 

Miss Mur ie l  Krausman 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

Dear Miss Krausman: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  Xany thanks  f o r  t h e  a i r  ma i l  yes t e rday .  
Glad t o  h e a r  t h i n g s  a r e  improving w i t h  you r  d e a r  Dad. Thanks be t o  God 
f o r  every th ing .  

I am sending you t h e  mourning card f o r  Wm. ldurphy and t h e  c e r t i f i -  
cates-blanks-for  t h e  two o t h e r s .  Not c e r t a i n  of t h e i r  names I j u s t  made 
a  s p e c i a l  enrol lment  ($1.00 o r  more) f o r  each of  two accord ing  t o  your  
i n t e n t i o n .  You can f i l l  ou t  t h e  b ladxs ,  e t c .  

Dear Nur ie l :  . . . .You t e l l  me you s e e  o t h e r s  so  happy.. . .0 ! y e s  we 
s e e  such people.  Thank God they e x i s t :  though many of t hose  who seem 
happy-who t r y  t o  appear  so-hardly know j u s t  what happiness  i s .  Many 
do no t  r e a l i z  o r  s t o p  t o  u s e  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  of reasoning  t h a t  t h e  very 
s o u l  of happiness  f o r  mor ta l s - those  who a r e  t o  d i e  some day-is  hope. 
Ch i ld ren  a r e  happy a s  a  r u l e  because i n  t h e  m5nd of any no rma l  c'nild 
t h e r e  i s  always b r i g h t  s t a r  o f  hope: "Sone day 1'11 be grown up." 
"1 '11 be a woman." "1 '11 be a man." Here in  we must i m i t a t e  t h e  ch i ld-  
r en .  But i n s t e a d  of  t h e i r  i d e a l s  t o  be mature-a man o r  woman-we ought 
t o  t h i n k  over  t o  g o a l  ahead., o u r  e t e r n a l  des t iny - fo r  a l l  E t e r n i t y -  t o  
be p r o f i c i e n t  i n  what i n  t h i s  world we can onljj t a s t e ,  s o  t o  say  Know- 
l edge  of  God. :Knowledge of anyone who i s  good means l o v e  f o r  same in-  
a s  much a s  we be normal. Knowledge of God, t h e r e f o r e ! ! ! !  The airn, 
t h e  purpose of  t h e  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e ' s  e x i s t e m e .  

Love and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l ,  

F r .  Solanus ,  0.F.M.Cap. 

P.S.--Simply t o  be g r a t e f u l  t o  God f o r  what h a s  done f o r  u s ,  what i s  
doing and promises t o  do. , What Hope.. . . . ! 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 
Notcrius 92 



1945, October 2 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r s T m c r i p t i o n  2f t h e  handwri<ten o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God, P a t k e r  CoL2~us  C&::E;TT, 5. > .in. Cap. 

S t .  h l i chae l ' s  Church 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  
Brooklyn 7 ,  N. Y .  
Oct .  2 .  1945 
F e a s t  of H o l ; ~  Guardian h g e l s  -- 

God b l e s s  you Nur i  e l  Krausnan: 

I hope you a r e  well--you and all your  d e a r  ones. 

Many thanks f o r  your  r ecen t  f a v o r s .  I hope t h a t  someday y o u ' l l  
j u s t  wake up and s t a r t  t o  l i v e  f o r  God one day a t  a  t i n e ,  f o r g e t i n g  
t h e  f i c k l e n e s s  of c rea tures- -espec ia l ly  i f  they f i g u r e  on g e t t i n g  "a 
n e s t  i n  this world where they  can f i n d  t r u e  happiness." The only t r e e  
i n  which t o  f i n d  p l a c e  t o  bvcild such a  n e s t ?  i s  t h e  Church t h a t  pro- 
v ides  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  b u i l d  i n  u n t o l d  g r a c e s  f r o n  God--all sizes-- 
w i t h  c r o s s e s  f o r  cement. Without such cement no one on e a r t h  can g e t  
very f a r  w i t h  anyth ing  l i k e  g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  t a s t e  of' Eeaven i n  this 
world. 

So l e t  u s  n o t  t a k e  i t  over  s e r i o u s  when t r i a l s  and d i sapo in t -  
ments-from whatever source-catch us s l e e p i r g .  In o t h e r  words i t  neve r  
pays t o  become discouraged-ax t h e  f a u l t s  of o t h e r s  o r  a t  o u r  own. The 
sooner  we come t o  r e a l i z e  ou r  own s t u p i d i t y  and unworthyness of t h e  
b l e s s i n g s  surrounding o u r  whole l i f e  and in which we a r e  imuurged-- 
t h e  a i r  we b rea the ,  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  heavens we enjoy by n i g h t  and by 
day and a l l  movies of  v i s i b l e  c r e a t i o n .  ( A l l  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l )  To say 
no th ing  of t h e  unseen,  t h e  supernatural!-- the sooner  w e ' l l  f i n d  peace. 

God b l e s s  you a g a i n ,  and Daddy, and l i t t l e  Judy ,  and a l l .  

P r a i s e d  be J e s u s ,  Nary,  and Joseph!, 

P r .  So l .  

P.S.--God b l e s s  you a g a i n  M.K. Hope t h i n g s  a r e  s t i l l  bright--and brigh- 
t ening . 

P r .  SolanusG.FbM.Cap.. 

P  .S .--Columbus Day. Th i s  came back yes t e rday  f o r  t h e  2nd t ime.  So .-.??? 



1945,  November 2 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  handwritten o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God F a t h e r  SO!,~CAZ C a s q  3 .?,X.Cap. 

S t  . N i  cha el" s Church 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  
3rooklyn 7 ,, N.Y. 
Nov. 2nd, 1945 

God b l e s s  you N u r i e l  Krausman-with Daddy, l i t t l e  J u d i e ,  and a l l  your  f r i e n d s .  

Many thanks f o r  your  kind f a v o r  j u s t  noted-including M i s s  Risslf r eques t .  . . . . O f  course  I sympathize wi th  you.. . . t h a t  p e c u l i a r i t y  you complain of bu t  
you have t o  be pa t i en t . . . . you  could-and I: b e l i e v e  you'd improve i f  you were 
t o  promise S t .  F r a n c i s  you 'd  j o i n   he Thi rd  Order  i f  h e  would o b t a i n  f o r  you 
t h e  g race  t o  overcome the d i f f i c u l t y ,  I n  t h e  mean t ime pray on and have 
pat ience-with Mur ie l  especially-remembering t h a t  Cha r i ty  r i g h t l y  ordered  
always begins  a t  home. Now God b l e s s  you a g a i n  and thanks  f o r  t h e  stamps. 
P l e a s e  s i g h  a l i t t l e  p r a y e r  f o r  removal o f  rr!.y o l d  d e f e c t s  .... s t u p i d i t y  e t c  
too .  

S i n c e r e l y  yours  Christ,  

F r .  So lanus :  0.F.M.Cap. 



Yhe fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a m c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanas  %sey,  O .I?.?&. Cap. 

MASS ASSOCIATION 
CAPUCHIN FATHE% 
225 Jerome S t .  
BROOlCLYN, N. Y. 
January  20th ,  46 

Dear  Muriel :  

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I j u s t  read your  l e t t e r  of yes t e rday  which 
came about a n  hour  ago and be fo re  I put  i t  o f f  and. i t  g e t s  "snowed under" 
w i t h  o t h e r  work, I am answering i t  a t  once. 

A s  I s a i d  be fo re  I t h i n k  t h e  whole t r o u b l e  comes from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
some one, a s  i t  seems, neve r  r e c e i v e s  holy  communion and t h e r e f o r e ,  
n e i t h e r  of  you say t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  o r  do what prudent  t o  promote mutual 
confidence. You can overcome t h a t  t o  2n ex ten t  f o r  both by r e c e i v i n g  a l l  
t h e  more f r e q u e n t l y  y o u r s e l f  and praying-without t oo  much 
anxie ty- for  t h e  o u r  d e a r  L o r d ' s  guidance and p r o t e c t i o n  of  both-and of  
a l l .  

God b l e s s  you. Keep up courage. 

P r .  Solanus ,  O.P.M. Cap. 

Many thanks f o r  t h e  stamps. W i l l  try t o  comply w i t h  r eques t  .... 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 95 



1946, February 2 

The following i s  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscsipt ion of the  handwritten or ig ina l  by 
the Servant of God Father Solanus Case;r, G.F.M. Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

BrnOKLYTT 7 ,  N. Y. 

February 2nd, 1946 

Pur i f ica t ion  

Kiss Muriel Krausman 
Det ro i t ,  Michigan 

Dear M i s s  Krausman: 

God bless you and yours. Many thanks f o r  favor jus t  noted. 

Thank the Dear Lord tha t  there  i s  a t  l e a s t  "A rift i n  the  clouds" now 
and then. After  a l l  tha t  i s  what " l i f e t '  on ear th  i s  like-ups and downs, 
r a i n  and sunshine. . . ."Great L i f e  i f  one don ' t weaken" 

Hence: "Poor wanderers of a stormy day: from wave to  wave we r e  driven. 

Moore. And fancy 's  f l a sh  and reason's ray serve but t o  l i g h t  the  
troubled way. There's nothing calm but Heaven." 

Courage therefore ,  with the souls eye fixed-on the goal of E te rn i ty ,  
i t  behoves us  t o  b a t t l e  on. 

Praised by Jesus  ! ----- 

Fr .  Solanus, O.P.M., Cap. 



1946, June 9 

The following Is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c ~ i p t i o n  of t h e  handwritten o r i g i n a l  by 
the  Servant of God Father  Solanus Casey, 0.P.M.Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  Monastery 
Huntington, Indiana 
June 9th ,  1946 

God b less  you Muriel Krausman and many thanks f o r  favor  of June 6 th .  
I am glad you a r e  f e e l i n  not too bad-like myself-batt l ing along one day a t  
a time....Had a s o l e m  high Mass today - 35th anniversary of my Brother 
Manrice Joachim's f i rs t  Mass Celebrat ion.  That was i n  Super ior ,  Wisconsin 
1911. Thanks be t o  God. He i s  i n  S t .  Paul: Minn. now with our R t .  Rev. Br. 
Edw'12 back from t h e  Phi l ippines .  L a t t e r  was rescued l a s t  year ,  March 23rd. 
Y i l l  be going back before long* Is would seem t h a t  the  Japps had been 
f iguer ing  on a general  massacre of the  whole camp - t h a t  day - over two 
thousand, inc luding two Bishops, 150 p r i e s t s  and 125 nuns. 

They ( t h e  had been saying the  holy rosary and having Bene- 
d i c t i o n  every day and P o n t i f i c a l  Mass every Sunday t h a t  they might be res-  
cued without anything too d r a s t i c .  Nost of t h e  pr isoners  were so s tarved 
t h a t  they could hardly walk. Rbout 20 a c t u a l l y  died of malnu t r i t ion  - 
s tarved.  .... 

Praised be Jesus  Chr i s t . .  . . , 

Tr. Solanus, 0 .P.l!d. Cap. 



1946, September 1 7  

The fo l lowing  1s a f a ~ t h f u l  t r a n s c r l p t i o c  of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God: F a t h e r  Solanus  Ccsey O.P,?,i. Cap. 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin F r i a r y  
Hmticgton,  Indiana 
September 1 7 t h ,  1946 

"0 a l l  ye  works of t h e  Lord! ... P r a i s e  and Exa l t  H i m . .  . ' I  

God b l e s s  you Miss Krausman - you and yours .  

Many thanks f o r  your  k ind  f avor  of  t h e  5 th .  I hope you a r e  f e e l i n g  
b e t t e r  by t h i s  time. I t  seems t o  me your  apathy regard ing  g l a s s e s  i s  
unca l l ed  for . . . . .As  long  a s  I can remember I was i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t ,  
i n  many cases ,  g l a s s e s  q u i t e  improved t h e  appearance of t h e  wearer .  I 
would not  doubt t h i s  could e a s i l y  apply t o  M.K. 

Thanks be t o  God I was su rp r i zed  a t  l ook ing  a t  your  l e t t e r  today, 
I could read i t  n i c e l y  wi thout  g l a s s e s .  I s t a r t e d  t o  a  Ch i rop rac to r  i n  
J u l y  - two t r ea tmen t s  a week and I am f e e l i n g  improved a11  round. My 
D r .  i n  D e t r o i t  who put  me on my f e e t  i n  one month - a f t e r  t r y i n g  M.Ds.  
f o r  y e a r s  - was D r .  R.  N .  Schorx ( c h i r o p r a c t o r )  of 10050 Connor Ave. - 
j u s t  a c r o s s  G r a t i o t  from t h e  A i r  P o r t .  He p o s i t i v e l y  he lped  q u i t e  a  
few p a t i e n t s  I s e n t  him - even when almost b1i:id. I f  you go t o  h i m . . . .  
Best  regards!  ..... God b l e s s  you now and be g r a t e f u l  t o  God....Donlt 
worry.. . . 

P r .  Solanus 

Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m 
Notarius 



The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwrit ten o r i g i n a l  of 
t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  S o l a m s  Casey , 0.F.X. Czp. 

S t  . F e l i x  Capuchin Monast eqy 
Hzntington, Indiana 
A p r i l  24th, 1947 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  ways! 

God b l e s s  you M i s s  b luriel  Xrausman. I hope you keep we l l .  You've 
been on m y  mind f o r  t e a  days, - wanting aclmowledge your f a v o r  of Apr.  4th.  
Well you remember how i t  was wi th  me when I was up t h e r e  i n  January.  It 
i s  n o t  audiences wi th  c a l l e r s  now but answering l e t t e r s  t h a t  i s  my problem. 
So p lease  have c h a r i t y  t o  overlook t a r d i n e s s ,  e t c .  

I thank you j u s t  t h e  same and pray f o r  you even though I f a i l  t o  wr i t e .  
Many thanks again .  

Pra ised  be J e s u s  Chr i s t  ! 

Fr .  Solanus,  0.P.M.Cap. 

i . /,&d.i 
.'% Sf?.'-..b... .f?.f?.f?..*..f?.. Z A Z  

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  of God, F a t h e r  S o l a m s  Casey , 0. F.X. Cap. 

S t  . F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Huntington, Indiana 
August 4 th ,  1947 

Miss Xuri e l  Krausman 
D e t r o i t ,  Nichigan 

Dear Niss Krausman: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  

Nany thanks f o r  your k ind  f a v o r  j u s t  read arzd noted. I t r i e d  t o  g e t  
you on t h e  phone l a s t  Monday and then with so many c a l l i n g  and s o  much 
h u s t l i n g ,  e t c ,  I f a i l e d  t o  g e t  you af te rwards .  I c e r t a i r J 2  would l i k e  
a l s o  t o  have spoken t o  your dea r  Fa the r .  

O f  course ,  I sympathise wi th  you a l l  i n  your  problems, e s p e c i a l l y  
t h a t  of belng without a  roof over  your heads. But whg make so much of 
t h a t  a f t e r  a l l ?  Kow many m i l l i o n s  have In a d d l t i o n  t o  tkiat lameAitst,icn 
hard ly  a  b i t e  of food t o  p u ~ ;  In t h e i r  mouth? Why not make a  v i r z u e  of a  
neces s i ty  o r  emergency by o f f e r i n g  i t  al-1 t o  t h e  Heavealy Fa the r  m. 
union wi th  t h e  si t r ia t ion i n  which J e s u s  f o w d  Rimself whe2 not  1x1 cox- 
p l a i n t  o r  lamentai lon He whlspcred t o  t h e  jot't'h who prcposed t o  be 3:s 
disciple: ' I .  ... The Son of Man ha th  not where t o  l a y  I l l s  Eead." 

But a l a s !  Humanity's ou ts tanding  wealmess s e e m  t o  be a thought less  
want of app rec i a t ion  f o r  t h e  uncountable b l e s s i r g s  by which Almighty God 
i s  always surrounding i t ;  and no doubt t h e  Krausmzs  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  
Kennedys a d  t h e  K C s  a r e  no exception i n  p a r t  of t h a t  old h u a n i t y  . But 
how inca l cu lab ly  f o r t u n a t e  we a r e  a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  t h e  mercifixl God has  
pa t ience  with u s  and notwitkstanding such f a i l i n g s  has pa t i ence  wi th  u s  
and s t i l l  ~ a n i f e s t s  E i s  s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  our  wel fare  i n  such a  next-to 
i n f i n i t e  number of w z p ?  

Let  u s ,  t h e r e f o r e  shake o f f  t h e  s p i r i t  of complaint and lamemat ion  
over  t r i f f l i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  I h a t  , even though upleasant  f o r  na tu re  and 
f o r  t h e  though t l e s s ,  who aake l i t t l e  of an  e t e r n a l  happiness awai t ing  
those  who persevere i n ,  a t  l e a s t  r e s igna t ion  t o  poverty and, which d i f -  
ficulties can so  e a s i l y  be turned t o  such v a s t  advantage. 

Hoping t h i s  f i n d s  t h i n g s  br ighten ing  around you and t h a t  t h e  next  
t ime I g e t  t o  Det. ,  even i f  only a  day o r  %wo, t h a t  I'll g e t  you a t  
l e a s t  on the  phone, I remain, 

S incere ly  yours  i n  +o i n  C h r i s t ,  

P r .  Solanus 0 .F.X.Cap. 

Rev. Charles Dilen,  c.i.c.m. 100 
Notarius 



The fo l lowing  i s  a  fa?. t h f u l  t r . z n s ~ r i . p t F r ~ n  of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, Ps taer  S3lan;is Cas2;r. ! C.Ti'.ll.Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  K o n a s t e r j  
I3witingt on : Ind iaaa  
3 1 e s f d  be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs:  
Feas t  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,  1947 

God b l e s s  you Miss Krausman; - - you. and yours  ! 

I hope you keep we l l .  Idany thanks  f o r  kind remembrance f o r  
Oct.  25 th .  Thanks be t o  God f o r  t h e  q u i t e  e x c e l l e n t  He g i v e s  me 
a t  77. n a t u r a l l y  o f  cou r se  my s t e p s  a r e  slowing down a s  t o  q u i t e  
t o  be expected. Next week (10 th )  my Rev. Brother  &I. J .  Ex- t o  
c e l e b r a t e  his 80 th  bir th-day.  P l e a s e  pray t h a t  we be guided so  a s  
t o  p l e a s e  God t o  t h e  end. Edif;i - a t  l e e s c  i n  o u r  l a s t  days.. . . . 

P r a i s e d  be Je sus !  

Tr.. S o l a m s  , 0 .  F.hL Cap. 

Notuius 

I01 



c .  1948, January 23 

The fo l lowing i s  a f e i t h f u l  t r n n s c r l p t i o n  of t h e  handwrit ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Father  Solarius Casej;? O.F,M.C2p. 

Saint F e l i x  Capuchin F r i a q  
Hut-tington, Indiana 
3 l e s t d  be God in a l l  His designs! 
Jan. 23rd 

God b l e s s  you M i s s  Krausman: 

Many thanks f o r  your prayer  and for your k ind  f a v o r  j u s t  noted. 

Thank God, while  i have beer_ "ha l f  d o t d  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks, 
s t i l l  i t s  noth ing  p o s s i t i v e l y  se r ious .  O r "  course we a r e  hopicg i t  
w i l l  c l e a r  up so t h a t  1 be a b l e  t o  do a l i t t l e  more toward so much 
wai t ing  t o  be done. 

Thank t h e  Lord too: I am glad  t h i n g s  seens br ightening  up f o r  
you and yours .  I t  always comes r i g h t  i f  only we have a l i t t l e  
t r u s t f u l  confidence il? t h e  good God acd our  Blessed Nother Mary 
Imma cula t e . 

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

Motarius 102 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f - d l  t r z n s c r i p  t l o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, F s t h e r  S o l a m s  Casey, 0.P.M.Cap. 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin Friary 
Huntington,  Lndiaxa 
B l e s ' d  be God i n  H i s  Angels 

and i n  H i s  S a i n t s !  
J u l y  3 r d ,  48 

God b l e s s  you Miss Krausman. 

Ev iden t ly  Id. does n o t  l o v e  God a s  - i s  t h e  first duty of  every 
one of  u s  - t o  try t o  l o v e  H i m . . . .  

What 's  t o  be done? W e ' l l  simply have t o  have p a t i e n c e ,  humble 
ou r se lves  and w a i t , .  . .Praying i n  mean-cime tha; t h e  Good God i n c r e a s e  
o u r  f a i t h  and confidence i n  H i m  t i l l  we can  a p p r e c i a t e  c r e a t u r e s  a s  
of secondary importance. Then poss ib ly  i t  w i l l  come n a t u r a l  f o r  u s  
t o  a c t  n a t u r a l l y  and t e l l  wha t ' s  hones t ly  i n  o u r  minds and h e a r t s .  

I n  t h e  mean t ime w e ' l l  pray on and wa i t  God's mercy. 

S i n c e r e l y  i n  Chris t ,  

F r .  Solanus ,  0.P.M.Cap. 

Rev. Chcrles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxius 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h p ~ l  x r m s e r d p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  o f  God, F a t h e r  Solar-us Case;;, 0.P.TjI.Cap. 

S a i c t  F e l i x  Capuchin 3 r i a r y  
Emtif igton,  Indiana  

Blessed be God i n  a l l  E i s  des igas!  

God b l e s s  you M.K. Nany thanks f o r  your  k ind  f a v o r  j u s t  noted 
- a l s o  f o r  t h e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  unacknowledged. 

Ynis t ime I j u s t  thought 1 1 1  '11 wr i%e  a t  once." Yes, t h a ~ k  God, 
my h e a l t h  h a s  a d j u s t e d  i t s e l f  aga in  s o  t h a t  ha rd ly  f e e l  any e f f e c t s  
o f  my dose of ptomane of two months ago .... Best  r ega rds  t o  your  
P a t h e r ,  t o  Jack ,  and a l l  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  and keep p leading  f o r  God's 
ho ly  guidance. 

F r .  Solanus ,  Ol3l Cap. 

, 

Rev. Charles Billen, c.i.c.m. 
Notcrius 



The f o l l o w ~ 2 g  i s  a  fa l thfu;  t r a r s c r i p t l o n  of t h e  typed o r i g l n a l  
by the  Servant of Go? Pz*her Silsrl~t; : ,  S .F,Y.Cap. 

(to M, Krausman) 

S a i n t  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Xuntington, Indiana 

Praised be Jesus  C h r i s t !  - and Mary our blessed Mother whom He 
has given u s  poor sirvlers t o  be our advocate and our heavenly 
Queen. 

Nany thanks f o r  your kind favor  of t h e  5 t h ,  jus t  noted.  I 
noted t h e  enrollments a s  requested - a l s o  the  s p e c i a l  holy Mass 
i n  honor of the  Holy Ghost f o r  your p i d a n c e  and t h a t  of your 
f r i ends .  . . . . .Yhy should we worry? Why not  r a t h e r  ponder on 
t h e  wonderful and im-merab le  manifes ta t ions  whereby God i n  w i s -  
dom and power and mercy has  brought us  i a t o  existence and thus  
f a r  preserved u s  - notwithstanding our waywardness, our s t u p i d i t y  
and our s in fu lness .  Is  not  H i s  s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  our happiness - 
even temporal a s  well  a s  e t e r n a l  more manifest a t  every tu rn  than 
t h a t  of a l l  most loving parents  and o t h e r  f r iends?  0 i f  we 
would but keep i n  mind a t  a l l  times t h e  sweet words o f  our dear  
Lord - a t  once a philophie admorLtion and a  pa te rna l ly  loving 
i n v i t a t i o n  - "Seek y e ,  the re fo re ,  first t h e  Kingdom of God.. . ." 
Pat ience  the re fo re ,  "God condescends t o  use our powers, i f  we 
d o n ' t  s p o i l  H i s  plans by ours." 

from S. E.  Comer 

3r. Solanus O.P.M.Cap. 

Rev. Charfcs Dil lm,  c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 

105 



1949, August 30 

The following IS a faithful t r a n s c r i p t l . ~ ~ .  o f  the  xyped o r l g l n a l  by 
t h e  Servaat  of God. Fa rhe r  %isms c:z:;e;i. C ,T.X.Cag. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 
Runt i -g ton ,  I ~ d i a n a  
8 / 30 / ' 4 9  

Blessed by God i n  a l l  and each o f  His designs. 

God b l e s s  you Miss 18. Rrausman;  go^. snd yours.  I am i n c l i n e d  
t o  congra tu la t e  you on what s e e m  t o  be an  opportunity of advance- 
ment. A t  a l l  events ,  t h e  o ld  saying: "A change of work i s  a s  good 
a s  a  r e s t , ' '  I hope w i l l  apply h e r e  i n  your ease.  I t  seems t o  m e  
t h a t  you ought e a s i l y  be a b l e  t o  convince your present  Foreman of 
t h e  p ropr i e ty  of your accept ing  t h e  d f f e r  c f  advancement. A t  t h e  
same time snow your g r s t i t u d e  his f avorab le  a t t i t u d e  toward your- 
s e l f  a s  an a ~ p l o y e e ,  i . e . ,  ;n case you do succeed i n  t h e  des i r ed  
promotion. 

Thanks be t o  God zoo l o r  the rmproved ouclook f o r  your dea r  
Fathe:, e spec ia l ly  In regard so your Uncle coming back t o  t h e  
source of s p i r r t u s l  s t r e n g t h ,  our  Holy Mother t h e  Church. Deo 
Gr. I 'rn &re ycb- ; n i l 1  aot -cake r t  a m s s  chat 1 so o f t e n  f a i i  t o  
answer gotm favors .  I f  I had t o  answer them ai.1 - a l l  my l e t t e r s  
I ' d  be l l a b l e  t o  a t  l e a s t  l o s e  nry ba l lance . . . . .  

Br. Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 



c .  1950 J u l y  28 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin Fr ia ry  
Huntington. Indiana 
J u l y  28th - j u s t  s t r i k i n g  1@ 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs! 

God b less  you N i s s  Xrausman and guide you 0x1 t h e  way t o  good 
health,:'i.- God wi l l ing .  

I j u s t  f in i shed  reading your welcone l e t t e r  and thought I 'd  
answer i t  a t  once before overlooking. I was i n  St. Joseph Hospi- 
t a l ,  F t .  Wayne f o r  two weeks but t h a t  was i n  JuEe and I am back 
t o  S t .  F e l i x  and f e e l i n g  f i n e .  Deo Gra t i a s .  

One t rouble  o r  weakmess t h a t  we a l l  have t o  guard aga ins t  i s  
worry. Ins tead of t h i s  weakness w e  do wel l  t o  f o s t e r  confidence 
i n  God. This we can do by not only pa t i ence ,  but by thanking God 
ahead of time f o r  whatever He see  best  f o r  u s . .  . .Ve ' l l  pray f o r  
your i ~ t e n t i o n s  too. 

Sincere ly  yours i n  Chr i s t  

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.X.Cap. 

' 
-"L-L.J - .-....-..--..--.a- dff: * ---- LC- A - 4 -  

Rev. Chariss Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t n f u l  f r s2scr ip t1ca  of  t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of GoL, F pier Sc13:~us :82e;, , 5 .?.Z.Cap. 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin P r i a r y  
Xungtington Indiana  
August 1 0 t h  , 1950 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  d e s i p s .  

God b l e s s  you Miss N u r i e l .  

Many thanks f o r  your  k ind  f a v o r  o f  yes te rday  - Glad t h i n g s  a r e  
coming on favorably .  Hope t h e  your  t i n y  n i e c e  shakes o f f  t h a t  
whooping, e t c .  

Keep w e l l  y o u r s e l f  but shake o f f  some of  t h a t  a n x i e t y  about  
your  and o t h e r s '  h e a l t h .  Than .  God I am f e e l i n g  f i n e  aga in .  
Hope you can s h o r t l y  say  t h e  same. Before  l a y i n g  your  l e t t e r  
a s i d e  and then  f o r g e t t i n g  I t h o ' t  I ' d  j u s t  drop you a  card  - 
t hen  s p o i l d  i t .  - 

Pr. S o l a ~ ~ m  

Rev. Charles Dtllen, c.ic.m. 
Notarius 

PO@ 



The fo l lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, F a t i ~ r  Solanxs Casey, 0.F.Y.Cap. 

SAINT FELIX CA2UCHIN FRIARY 
EJBTINGTON , IWDI ANA 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  Designs! 

God b l e s s  you Miss Muriel: - you. and yours.  

Many thanks f o r  your kind favor  j u s t  Rec 'd,  noted .  I am 
sending you tine Cert .  f o r  Helen Mayland. I th ink  she  needs i t  
e s p e c i a l l y  from your  l e t t e r .  I n  t h e  mean time and t i l l  I g e t  
up a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  with mdr correspondelce,  bes t  regards  
and God holy b le s s ing  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  - your dea r  Fa the r  
e spec ia l ly .  I do hope wi th  you, t h a t  w i t h  t h e  warmer Spr ing  
his h e a l t h  and s p i r i t s  bloom up again  and t h a t  th ings  i n  
genera l  p ick  up i n  h i s  favor . . . . . . . .  

I almost fo rgo t  t o  congra tu la t e  you on your February suc- 
cess ,  e t c .  Deo g r a t i a s .  P lease  pardon h a s t e  and b rev i ty .  Hope 
f o r  improvenent i n  f u t u r e .  

Vei2r s i n c e r e l y  yours i n  C h r i s t  , 

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

Pra ised  be J e s d s  Chr i s t !  

k' la.&--b!-.LL~;-L-L 4 ._.. ..--.. -.. 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



The fo l lowing  i s  af a i  t h f u l  s r z n s c r i p t i o r  of  t h e  handwri t t  ca o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, r a t h e r  Solanus Cssey,  O.Y.Ib.Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 
Ha i t ing ton ,  Ind iana  
Ash-\V ednesday 
Febr .  l a th ,  '53 

Blessed  be God! I n  a l l  H i s  des igns .  

God b l e s s  you Miss Murie l  Krausman t h e s e  s t r enuus  days: - you 
and yours .  

Many thanks f o r  your  k ind  remembrances and p raye r s .  Tharks be 
t o  God, though I ' v e  had s e v e r a l  co lds  exc. t h e s e  p a s t  monxhs. Tly 
h e a l t h  h a s  been good. Today however a  r e a l  "cold" seems t r y i n g  T O  

g e t  hold on me....Deo G r .  O f  course  I was - am - pleased  t o  know 
of  your  d e a r  F a t h e r ' s  succes s  i n  s e l l i ~ g  t h a t  p rope r ty ,  so  long  on 
t h e  market ,  e t c .  We pray h i s  h e a l t h  - a s  me11 as X's improve 
speed i ly .  Whatever comes. however, l e t  u s  tnj a t  l e a s t  t o  be re- 
s igned .  

A s  t o  my r ecep t ion  of  your  le",ers, p l e a s e  do n o t  wor r j .  Fo r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I nave n o t  been a b l e  t o  e m n  read t h e  ma jo r i t y  of my 
l e t t e r s  t o  say noth ing  of  answering zhea. I ha rd ly  know what I 
would have $0 do i f  I had no P r .  Jerome o r  some one t o  subs? ; i tu te  
h i m .  I n  f a c t  I have been th ink ing  f o r  some t ime of l e a v i n g  the 
answering of  a l l  l e t t e r s  t o  some one e l s e  - provided by t h e  Rev. 
F r .  Guardian. 

P l e a s e  say a p raye r  f o r  zy guidance i n  -chis regard 600. I 
s u r e l y  do sympathize with so  many poor people ia  t h e  world,  - 
s t r u g g l e ,  s t r u g g l e ,  S t r .  Wel l ,  t h a t  t o o  c a r  be o f f e r e d  up a s  a 
s o r t  o f  martyrdom. So l e t  u s  keep courage..  . .Keep f a i t h  w i t h  
God ax a l l  events  and save  o u r  sou l s . . . .  

f o u r s  C h r i s t  , 

Fr .  Solanus ,  0 .F.M.Cap. 

Rev. Chaxles Dillen, c,i.c.nz. 
Notarius 

t i0 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  c r a n s z r i p t l c n  of  t h e  ~ : ~ p e d  and handwri t ten  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Se rvsz t  of 72drrcr  sols::^ Cnsey, 0.F.N.Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  Priar j r  
Huntington Ind iana  
S e p t .  21, 53 

Dear Nur i  e l  

Take courage! T r u s t  i n  God! H i s  providence governs a l l  t h i n g s  
sweet ly ,  even tho we carnot s e e  i t  immediately.  That i s  where we 
must have f a i t h  and confidence!  

Mur i e l  has  been e n r o l l e d  once aga in  and a l s o  t h e  Poor Souls .  
God love  you! We w i l l  9 ray  f o r  t h e  b e s t .  Eave confidence!  Thank 
God ahead of t ime whatever He s e ~ d s .  

P.S. P l e a s e  Miss !!Iuriel: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  You nave neve r  c a l l e d  up. ( ? )  I only 
t h i s  P.M. g o t  t o  read your  l e t t e r  of l a s t  F r iday .  And s u r e l y  t h e r e  
was urgency enough about your  s i s t e r  and l i t t l e  n i e c e  t o  c a l l  Hut- 
i n g t o n  210. Z would have c a l l e d  you but I had no penxis  ' n  F .S . 

We'll pray f o r  them of  course;  bu t  i n  such urgent  c a s e s  we 
f i n d  i t  p r a c t i c a l  even by te lephone t o  e n r o l l  - hoping o f  course  
t h a t  t h e  good God show R i s  Mercy and g i v e  sanc t ion  t o  o u r  presuning. 

God b l e s s  you now and keep courage. 

Sod b l e s s  Dad and Tom and a l l .  

F r .  S o l a m s  0.P.M.Cap. 

Rev. Charlm Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Hotarius ill 



1954, February 2 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  fa1thf-d *a, s c r l p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of  GO<, 35 t % e r  Sola- us C a ~ k g ,  CI.r'.M.Cap. 

P4tA.Y ER CIdARGES THINGS 
ST. FELIX FRIARY 
HUlTTINGTON , INDIANA 
Pebr .  2nd: 1954 
Happy Feas t  

B l e s ' d  be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns!  

God b l e s s  you Miss n'iuriel Krausmac. Tharks be t o  God t h i n g s  
have br ightened  i n  a  number o f  ways, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  w i t A  
poor l i t t l e  Mary Jane .  Indeed,  thanks be t o  God. However, I 
r a t h e r  - I do n o t  l i k e  t h a t  i d e a  o f  a  second 0 .  I h o w  of  more 
than  one such "Bliracles" where t h e  d o c t o r ' s  e f f o r t s  a t  improve- 
ment h a s  turned  f a t a l .  

About 20 y r s .  back a  c e r t a i n  Thomas Ryan o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Perm. 
was passed a l l  hope o f  ope ra t ion .  E i s  in-laws phoned from S t .  
Rose P a r i s h  D e t r o i t  and we en ro l l ed  him.. .To t h e i r  a s t o a i s - b e n t  
h e  went back t o  work wi thout  aity opera cion. A f t e r  two weeks work, 
t h e  d o c t o r s  induced h ia  t o  go f i -nish up on t h e  X.B. Same T.R.-- 
Same T .  Ryan g o t  a  r e l a p s e  and d i ed .  I have 'known of  s e v e r a l  
such cases .  

Be g r a t e f u l  t o  God, t h e r e f o r e ,  and a t t r i b u t e  m i r a c l e s  t o  
whom they due. I hope Drs.  fiizd f u r t h e r  surgery  unca l l ed  f o r .  
There i s  a  s i e l a r  case  r e l a ~ e d  i n  t h e  " l i f e "  of  o u r  s t i g m a t i c  - 
P. P i o .  A c e r t a i n  poor ,  good woman was q u i t e  hopeless  w i t h  can- 
ce r .  She and h e r  Husband went t o  Paadre  P i o  and she  was cured.  
Afterwards ( I  presume) wi thout  consu l t i ng  Padre  P io  and she  g o t  
s i c k  agairL and P. P i o  s a i d  h e  could, h e  could do noth ing . .  . . . . . 

Many thaaks  and God's b l e s s i n g s .  

B le s s ings  on E a r t h ,  

P r .  Solanus  



Blessed be God i n  a l l  His des igns!  

God b l e s s  you Miss Krausman. Many thanks f o r  your  f a v o r  of 
some weeks p a s t  - I wanted t o  w r i t e  :TOE f o r  Christmas but t h a t  be- 
came j u s t  imposs ib le .  I am g lad  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  no twi ths tanding  
t h e  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  your  d e a r  ories meet w i t h ,  s t i l l  i n  g e n e r a l  
things seem to iaprove anyhow. 

So God b l e s s  you - Dad alnd l i t t l e  X a r ~  Jane  and a l l  - 
t o  a l l  a  Blessed New Year.  

Fr. Solanus ,  0.P.Ed.Cap. 



1943, September L December 

The fo l lowing  is  i; ? a ? ' c ; ~ f u l  trarrszrik>t {on o f  a  photo copy of 
message w r i t t e n  by t h e  Servant  of  God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 
O.F.M.Cap.,on a  Seraphic  Mass Assoc i a t i on  Card. 

P h i l l i p  Schre iner  

- f o r  speedy recovery ,  God wi . l l ing .  
September 15, 1943 

F r .  Solanus,  O.F,M.Cap. 

God b l e s s  you P h i l l i p  and Aunt B e a t r i c e  too .  
Get w e l l  amd keep up. 

F r .  S. 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  a photo copy o f  
s h o r t  messages w r i t t e n  on h o l y  p i c t u r e s  by t h e  Servant  o f  God, 
Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Feas t  of  S t .  Nicholas  (Dec. 12) 

God b l e s s  you Miss Lamb, 

And many thanks f o r  favor  of  Nov. 24th P l e a s e  God - 
- - p h i l i p ' s  arm w i l l  be a l l  okay. I am s o  p leased  t h a t  you 
f i n d  t h i n g s  s o  f avo rab l e  over  t h e r e .  Thank God. Hope i t  con- 
t i n u e s  s o  God's b l e s s i n g  f o r  t he  ho ly  season  s o  nea r .  I am 
ma i l i ng  p i c t u r e  a s  reques ted .  God b l e s s  you a l l .  

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.M.C. 

Feas t  o f  S t .  Nicholas  (December 6 t h ,  1943) 

God b l e s s  you P h i l i p  DeSchryver. 

; Hope your arm w i l l  come ou t  a  hundred % Okay. Keep 
courage.  Go t o  Communion.. Be a  r e a l  " l i t t l e - b o y - f r i e n d  of  
J e s u s  and Mary. And d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  remember poor me t o  them. 

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l s  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

I Miss B e a t r i c e  Lamb f .  

36087 B a r t e l l  S t .  i ; ! L I  . /  / 2 

Richmond, Michigan 48062 ,.... ; ,...-...... i. 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



1946, November 26 

The fo l lowing  i s  s f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a photo copy of  
messages w r i t t e n  on Zvst  Cdrds by Servant  of  God, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, 0,F.M. Cay. 

"0 a l l  ye works of  t he  Lord! Bless  t h e  Lord. ... fo reve r ! "  

Nov. 26th,  1946 

God b l e s s  you H i s  lamb wi th  P h i l i p  and a l l  t h e  r e s t .  
I am g lad  you a r e  w e l l .  You always seem w e l l  o u t  t h e r e ,  
I have been he re  s i n c e  l a s t  A p r i l .  Thanks be t o  God i t  i s  
q u i t e  an i d e a l  p l ace  - 18 novices .  The youngest about  17 ... t o  2 3 ,  Hope p h i l i p  keeps w e l l .  Our Fr .  J u l i u s  i s  
down t h e r e  some where i n  Tucson. H e  expec t s  t o  go i n  Jan- 
ua ry  t o  t h e  Guam Missions.  There has  been some t a l k  of  our  
g e t t i n g  a p l ace  i n  Tucson. 

...., Fr .  Solanus,  0,F.M.Cap. 

Bless  t h e  Lord i n  a l l  t h i n g s  

J u l y  12th,  1947 

God b l e s s  you Miss Lamb - you and yours .  Glad t o  h e a r  
from you - and about P h i l i p .  I hope t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  - and 
p r e p a r a t i o n  t h e r e f o r ,  may be no t  too  s e r i o u s .  

A t  a l l  even t s  t r y  and avoid a n x i e t y  - and t r u s t  i n  our  
Dear Lord f o r  Every t h i n g .  

Best wishes and ~ o d ' s  g race  t o  a l l .  

F r .  Solanus,  0,F.M.C. 

O r i g i n a l s  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Miss B e a t r i c e  Lamb 
36087 B a r t e l l  S t .  
Richmond, Michigan 48062 



1949, September 17 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwrit-  
t e n  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Seruzat  o f  Ocd, f a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 
0.F.M.Cap. (Fron photo copy) 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

HUNTINGTON, I N D I A N A  

Blessed be God i n  a l l  
and each of H i s  de s igns .  

Sept .  17,  1949 (9:55 p.m.) 
S t i g n a t i z a t i o n  
of  S t .  F ranc i s  

God b l e s s  you B e a t r i c e  Lamb. 

I j u s t  came ac ros s  your favor  of Aug. 29th on the  con- 
v i c t i o n  t h a t :  "Whom the  Lord love th  He Chastened", and 
even whi le  I s u r e l y  sympathize wi th  you, i n  your s o  many 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  I do,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on a l l  
t he se  exper iences  t h a t  the  c r azy  world cons ide r s  such m i s -  
f o r r t u n e s .  

I f  we only  t r y  t o  show the  dea r  Lord a  good w i l l  and 
a sk  H i m  f o r  g r a t e f u l  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  the  c r o s s e s  He sends 
o r  permi ts  t o  come our  way, w e  may be s u r e  t h a t  sooner  o r  
l a t e r  they w i l l  t u r n  out  t o  have been j u s t  s o  many b l e s s -  
i n g s ,  i n  d i s g u i s e .  

I hoped f o r  q u i t e  a  time t h a t  my " l i t t l e  boy-friend 
P h i l i p "  might have a  voca t ion  t o  some t h i n g  s p e c i a l .  That ,  
however i s  a  pe r sona l  problem and i n  many c a s e s  seems t o  be 
a  v e r y  d e l i c a t e  ques t ion .  I hope of cou r se ,  t h a t  he be 
e a r n e s t l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of the ho ly  F a i t h  - t h e o r e t i c a l l y  
f i r s t  o f  the  ou t s t and ing  "Trace of t he  T r i n i t y  i n  ou r  s o u l s .  
The o t h e r  two, hope and being e s s e n t i a l l y  one wi th  i t  - hope 
the  s o u l  of happiness  i n  t h i s  world, c h a r i t y ,  the  l i f e  and 
crown of e v e r l a s t i n g  g lo ry .  ....., I must c l o s e  now - almost 
10 p.m. So God b l e s s  you and a l l  our  dea r  ones and have 
mercy on a l l .  ... 

Since re ly  i n  +o 

F r .  Solanus,  0.f.m. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  of : 

Miss Bea t r i ce  Lamb 
36087 B a r t e l l  S t .  
Richmond, Michigan 48062 



The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  r r a ~ a s r l p t i o n  of t h e  photo copy 
of handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus 
Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Dec. 2 0 t h  

God b l e s s  you Miss Bea t r i ce  Lamb. 
Glad t o  hea r  from you. I hope you 
keep we l l .  P l ease  say  a  prayer  t h a t  
poor F r .  Sol .  c a t ch  up wi th  o u t  cor- 
respondence. 

( P r i n t e d  Gree t ing)  

May the  Christmas b l e s s i n g s  
of  t he  I n f a n t  Savior  

be wi th  you throughout t h e  coming 
New Year 

( F r .  so l anus '  handwr i t t i ng )  

- With you and yours 

Hope our  one-time l i t t l e  boy-f,riend 
P h i l i p  i s  keeping we l l . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Best  regards  and 
~ o d ' s  b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l .  

...... God t o  remember t h a t  on t h i s  s t a r  
( e a r t h )  t h a t  we a r e  l i v i n g  on, t h e r e  i s  
no r e a l  Heaven - and that : "Whom the  
Lord love th ,  H e  Chasteneth".  ... 

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.14,Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  posses s ion  o f :  

Miss Bea t r i ce  Lamb 
36087 B a r t e l l  S t .  
Richmond, Michigan 48062 



1943, January 29 

The fo l l owing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r t i n sc r ip t i o r l  or' t h e  handwr i t t en  o r i g -  
i n a l  by the  Servant of God, Father  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

g e a r  B r o t h e r  Leo:  

Gcd bless ~ G U  and yours .  

r. Xter all, si.cce we hav$ zot;ki:l% OL. w.:r C ~ E ,  
;s.?ia% w2 d 9 ,  in the order especia.l.12-, xe f o r  t>-e 

. . 
0 - . y , : ~ r . - s  - - -  3 , ~  .--...-.- by &id i.a 5. tiay it i sure GO c3zz back  1- *4 L1S 
e.gl,ic - f u  may cases it C G C ~ S  k.%zck j.2 z m y  kk-y:iv -- . . As V. Br. litifin exclaimed wher ?.~ i  ~ 2 . 3  t ; r ez~~-" ; i ;  E;T 
(.:;he..;. .?sot a few yeers  ago, and I rez.5-rk-cta: "&er;r 
c i s e  g o x  sz.-*?e youz nneighboz a st52 you zain m e  i ' ~ r  
S~l,l;'Sel.ftL 1 ' -  ~ O U  gain at l e a s t  ' ctl;o s t e a s  . f o r  y ~ l x ~ ~ i f  !I 

Rev. Ghor!es Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxixs 



1943,  February 28 

The following is a faithful t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the handwritten origi- 
nal by the Servant of God, Father  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M. Cap. (also 

V .  B r o t h e r  Leo,  0.F-M. Cap 
S t ,  S o n a v e n t u r e ' s  
D e t r o i t ,  M i c k F g m  

WJ1 Dear C o n f r a t e r  I ' j ~ o t h e r  Leo: 

God b l e s s  you a d  yours ,  - inclu2ing t h a t  p o l  
s i n n e r  S c l m - ~ s ,  who aore t han  acyone else gave me 
t r o u b l e  as l o r g  as I w z s  i n  St. B ~ n a m n t u r e ' s  - * 

I s e n t  i t  a nercg' t h a t  we rea1l.g need exmine o n l y  one 
t t  p a i r  o f  consc ience"!  Well I receive<$ ;gou c x r d  a 
few d q s  ag3 a d  thank you  for the  sac as w e l l  as 
f o r  the  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s  t h e r e w i t h .  1na ina t i . cn  of 
f u r t h ~ r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  be low,  if I sxn find i t  f o r  ycu. 

We had q i ~ i t e  a c e l e b r a t i o n  yestei-day of Br. 
G a b r i e l ' s  cmeday. Father P ~ c - v i n c i a l  g z ~ ?  hia a nise 
l i t t l e  "sendoff" ,  p r a i s i n g  h i s  x3rk as "bes2ning 
qr i i te  p r o f i c i e n t  as a l i s o t ; ~ ? 9 s t "  a15 t h m k i n g  him 
f o r  his work i n  the nzne cf the e n t i r e  F r o v i 2 c e ,  e t c ,  
I ~ ihough t  of  you r i g k t a w q j  a23 of  your  message t o  him, 
wSich he seeaeci to q u i t e  a p p r e c i a t e .  At the s a e  t i x e  
scne th iog  came t o  my mind o f  c u r  ineffa'cjle p r i v i l e g e  
i c  d3ia.g the l i t t l e  t h i n g s  we able t o  do for t h e  
g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  - most  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a r e l i g i o u s  com- 
rriunitg - each  one i n  his ? l a c e  w i t h o u t  thought  o r  
d i s t i n c t i o a  as t o  what t h e  work nay be. 73 whatever 
o f f i c e  o r  s e r v i c e  one my turn t o  i t  i s  uoc e a s y  t o  
sag j u s t  which i s  t h e  more p r i v i l e g 2 d  - possibly ex- 
c e p t i n g  t h a t  o f  s a c ~ i s t a a ,  A t  all e v e n t s  t h a t  o f  pos- 
t e r ,  even though fraught xith <angers ,  has many ad- 
v a n t a g e s ,  i f  o n l y  w e  b e  of good will and coopera te  
w i t h  t h e  g r a c e s  neve r  f a i l i n g  on God's p a r t  =d o w  
131. Eather .  

Somet iaes  o f  course it bezones  m n o t o n o u s  and 
extremely b o r i n g ,  till one is zeary co i a .p s ing ;  but I n  
such  c a s e s  i t  h e l p s  t o  reaenber that even when J e s u s  

ev. Charles Rillcn, c.i.c.m. 



1943,  February 28 

V. Brother  Leo, O.%.i4. Cclp. 

Page 2 

was about t o  fall t h e  third tine 8 s  p a t i e n t l y  con- 
s o l e d  the  wcmer-folks and c h i l d r e n  o f  X i s  p e r s e c u t o r s ,  
making co  excep t ions .  How can w e  ever be g r z t e f u l  as 
w 2  ought t o  be f o r  such a v o c a t i o n  - t c ~  such privileg- 
ed p o s i t i o r s  - even i n  t he  Seraphic O r d e ~  of the 
Poverello of dsissi? .... T h a k s  be to God t h a t  Re 
has such d i v i n e  p a t i e n c e  w i t h  u s .  .... One o f  the 

Il i- s e c r e t s  no doubt ,  as you surely havs seen from Lhe 
Rystizal Ci ty  of God," i s  tke f ac t  that; our  Siessed 
Eother  Mwy i s  alxays c 3 z c h i r g  pcor s i n n e r s  on the 
one h a d  to confidence and penance ,  cn t h e  o t h e r  
Jesus our Lord to have xercy  m d  spa re .  

Thenks be to God! Praised J e s u s  e t e r n a l l y  ad 
Mazy, our B1, Mother! 

Fr. Solanus, O,F,M, Szg. 

P.S. Talking wi th  Tather  Frovincial las5 Wednesdzy he 
s a i d  we'd go Sack t o  D e t r o i t  together. X e  has  
been working on t h e  Messenger ad I think very 
probably we w i l l  b e  leaving here s h o r t l y  - 
p o s s i b l y  Tuesday o r  X e d ~ e s d a y .  I cacno t  s q  
just when, 

God bless you again. Very b e s t  reganis t o  
V. Bro ,  W a n c i s  and t o  all o u r  3ear o n e s ,  



The following is a faithful transcrt~ticn of the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of God, Father Soi~r-us Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

V. Brother  Leo ,, 0.P.E. Cap. 
S t .  Bonaventures 
Detroit , Michigan 

Dear Zrother Leo: 

God b l e s s  you  and yours, 1 hope gou keep w s l l .  
Thrmks be t o  God, I am here i n  t'his new a s s i g n ~ e n t  
of p r i v l e g e d  d u t y  j u s t  a week. Tonorsow w l l l  be 
the r ' o r t y - f i r s t  ann ive r sa ry  of my firsr; Eoly Xass, 
Eeo G r a t i a s  -and t h e  next day t h e  2 i s t  of u;~. ar- 
rival from H a r i e ~ ,  Our Lady o f  A n p l s ,  j a c k  t o  
S t .  3onaventures  - 1324. Bow g r a c e f u l  w e  ought to 
be f o r  so  nany g r s c e s  a d  p z i v i l e g e s .  ?raised be 
God in all His works and ways! Now I hope y o u  hsve 
n o t  found t h a t  middle c e l l  t ba t  succc red  uie s o  l o n g  
i n  t o o  hope less  d i s o r d e r .  I r a t h e r  f e x r  havirig 
l e f t  you a d i f f i c u l t  job when I asked you to pack 
up and forward t h i n g s  h i t h e r ,  t h a t  would be of  no 
use  t o  my one else and might be of quite a little 
zcovezlience t o  me. I am. n o t  c e r t a i n  il' I brought 
a t r u n k  with me from Harlem twenty pars  ago. If 
I did, it must have been worth n e x t  t o  n o t b i ~ g ,  so  
any o l d  Sox you might f i n d  would d o ,  perhaps bet.t;er 
t h a n  a t runk .  'The " L e t t e r s "  box on t o p  of t h e  
"wardrobe" c o n t a i n i n g  Br. Edward's l a t i t e r s  ars good. 
The o thers  a re  n o t  importat. Those fsw unfinishsd 
~ i e c e s  i n  t h e  c l i p e r  on t h e  s ide  nex t  t o  t he  d e s k ,  ... 
I would l i k e  t o  have - il you've no t  thrown t h e n  
away. 

0 were A l so  t h a t  l i t t l e  p r q e r  on modest3 t h a t  w, 
f i g e r i n g  on having i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I s t a r t e d  o v e r  t o  
brlng it f o r  Pr. P r o v i n c i a l ' s  aqprovzl  b u t  h e  was c o t  
i n  and then  it was neg lec ted  a d  I went o f f  West. I 
hope t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  no re  t ime for such things h e r e  
a t  S t ,  Michae l ' s ,  although s o  fE - g 2 t t i n g  a q u a i n t e d ,  
e t c .  - I've no t  had much s u r p l u s  t i a e .  One t h i n g ,  
however, I ' v a  t & a c  a l i t t i a  nore s l e e p  ander  t h e  
great a r c h a g e l ' s  wings t h i s  2ast  xeek thzn  perhaps 
i n  t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e  ny a r r i v a l .  



1945, J u l y  30 
Page 'Two 

V.  Brother Leo, 0.F.M. Cap. 

Page 2 
Any pho-cos o r  p i c t u r e s  of Fr .  Solanus o r  t h e  

o t h e r s  I hardly know what I should do wi th  them: 
s o  you may burn them i f  yoa wish. However, I 
would like t o  have $he one a? our  golden j u b i l e e  
that i s  f r m e d  v i a .  t h e  one w i t h  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  
g randch i ld ren .  Some of them a r e  g r a n d p w e n t s  now 
themselves.  ... - 

Well I guess  I ' d  b e t t e r  cane t o  a  conclusion.  
Otherwise -- ? ?  Best r e g a r d s  -to Br. Rufin t o  
a l l .  Hope B r .  Gerard i s  improving and that h e ' l l  
g e t  out  oi' f u r t h e r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Best wishes t o  all our  f r i e n d s  - i n s i d e  and 
out  who nay be i n t e r e s t e d .  

S i n c e r 2 l y  i n  t h e  Sacred Heart  

Fr. Solanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

I ? .  The overcoat  and h a b i t  a r r i v e d  o k q .  Many thanks .  



1945,  August 2 

The following is a f a i t h f u l  trra:~scripitim nE the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of Gcd, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

GoC bless  ys L 3r. Leo - with Bro t3e r  E u f i n ,  3r. Gerwd and el.:. 

The " C 3 t t l e  ia t h e  carxeru j o u  asks6 a b o u t  is 
water f z m  Lourdes. Uet i c  ia case  cf s i c k n e s s ,  etz. 
It was s e n t  xe f m m  t : ~ e  Shrine directly. , , . , Do 
no t  wor77 a.Soat niss ing  t h i s  or rrkaC p iece  zf juzk 
in Cell #5. I've oi ' ten Tigured 3x1 how to rid ~; i se l r"  
of  t k 9  wbole  collection. 

Pr. So'imus , 0.P.i.I. Cap. L.J. 

Note:  Wr i t t en  on a pickuze pos t cad  of the 2m;zous 
Old Grape V i n e ,  6a.n G a b r i e l ,  C a l i f o r n i a  wit3 
cotation 013. ?is tune:  "We were here J u l y  11, 
-- waited f i - r e  dws for reserva t i .cn , '  

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1945, September 2 

The fo l lowing  i s  a. f a i t ? f u l  t ~ l ~ 3 c X - i . p k i o n  of t h e  handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant of God, F a t h e r  Solanus  Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

225 Jerome S t .  
Brooklyn. 

S e p t e m b e r  2nd 1945 

V .  Brother  Leo,  0.F.M.Cap. 
St. Bonaventures,  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

D e a r  B ro the r  Leo: 

God bless you and yo?lrs. 

Many, many thanks  f o r  your  helping i n  t h e  good w o r k  
i n  o f f i c e  t h e s e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  and again for  your  
sending  m e  t h o s s  t h i n g s  - packaq3 a f t 2 r  packags  - 
s i n c e  I came Sast. We had our Retreat t h i s  year 
-- l a s t  two weeks -- i n  t h n  I x n a c u l a t e  Concept ion 
Monastery. Thanks be t o  G c 3  it was i d e a l  weather 
and t h e  location could hardly be s u r p s e d .  Bro the r  
Sonaventure  and a l l  send b e s t  wishes .  T e l l  B r .  Rufin . . . m y  s h i n s  etc. a r e  r e a l l y  do ing  fine; b o t h e r  m e  
very l i t t l e .  Thank God . . . Am t r y i n g  t o  keep m y  
consc i ence  at l e a s t  as good a s  t h e  same 013 s h i n s  . . 

F r .  Solanus ,  0.F .M.C. 

N o t e :  Above message w r i t t e n  on a p i c t u r e  p o s t c a r d  of t h e  
S h r i n e  of  Our Lady of Lourdes, Al tadena ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

w i t h  n o t a t i o n  above p i c t u r e :  

"P.S. The most b e a u t i f u l  g r o t t o  I ' v e  e v e r  v i s i t e d .  
N o t e  t h e  natural w a t e r - f a l l  below her feet." 

Notarius 



1945, September 6 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, FaTher Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 
225 JEROME STREET 

BRCOKLYN 7 ,  N .  Y .  

Sep t .  6 t h ,  1945 

Dear Brother Leo: 

God b l e s s  you aga in .  

I wanted t o  send you t h e  i n c l o s e d  card  l a s t  Sunday 
be fo re  going t o  Yonkers f o r  t h e  High Mass next  day--and 
Labor-day P a r i s h  reunion.  Time was u rgen t ,  however, and s o  
without  g e t t i n g  i t  o f f  I made h a s t ( e )  t o  c a t c h  a t r a i n ,  e t c .  

Thank God; we had q u i t e  an i d e a l  day and c e l e b r a t i o n .  

I made a l i t t l e  v i s i t  be fo re  going down t o  t h e  H a l l ,  
as I was l eav ing  Monday n igh t  and o f f e r e d  a  few p raye r s - -  
p a t e r  and Aves--in honor of our ho ly  Guardians and e s p e c i a l l y  
of S t .  Raphael---A young Jack Kel ly  (...now p a s t  middle age)  
took m e  c l e a r  t o  Brooklyn Bridge and i n t o  t h e  subway ... 
Thanks t o  God--and H i s  b l e s s e d  messengers t h e  ange l s .  Time 
r e fuses  m e  t o  g i v e  more d e t a i l s .  

S ince  s t a r t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r - c a r d - - y o u r  l e t t e r  and 
package came i n .  Many thanks aga in .  

Now one or  two th ings  I ' v e  not  a s  y e t  found,  t h a t  
would be of q a i t e  an advantage here--one o r  two of t hose  F r .  
Solanus stamps and a  d a t e r  of some k ind .  The former 
e s p e c i a l l y  would h e l p  cons iderab ly .  

Many thanks aga in  and God's b l e s s i n g  and b e s t  wishes 
t o  a l l .  

S i n c e r e l y  i n  t h e  Sacred  Hear t ,  

F r .  So lanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 
P ra i sed  be Jesus!  

i' i i  a,t_--i-,.-- t W,&LA- A. A --r----.*---*O.o. 

Rev. Charles Billen, c.i.c.m. 125 
Natcrivs 



1945, September 7 

The following i s  a f a i t h f u i  transcription of the handwritten orig- 
i n a l  by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.E.M. Cap. 

Got?. bl;ss you and a i l  in D e t r o i t .  

I a-, sending Fyo?n back tke m l i c  Z o T i  chose as 
also the little patlcios of ?r. Stephen's h a k i t .  
They =e p i e 2 e s  lezt o v e r  Zrca a b a l ~ ~  t 2 n  o r  more 
~ e - s  ago, when Fr, C a p l s t r m  was Gu.azndian a l d  we 
3sd t h e  F e l i c i a n  SLs-5ers nount  thusz  o t k e r s ,  cow 
I pree -me ,  asout  211 g o n e .  X t r i e k  they would  b e  
glad to finish t h a c  w o ~ k .  Some of t h c F ~  x c 5 e z s  
a r e  quite enti.luziz.;tic & c u t  E'r. S-t;epber,. 

God B l e s s  3012. Praised be J e s u s  Christ! 
....i?r* Sol. 

P.S. I ;;l,i?k the S i s t e r s  c o l ~ l d  be eazi1.y iinduc2d to 
~ o u c t  sone o f  these  relics 3 l i t t l e  m r e  
a t i s t i c a l l y  t h s n  what 1 waa s a t i s f i e d  t e n  
years ago. 

P r e s c d  be 
Jesus ,  Xary, Joseph! 

Rev. C h ~ r l e s  Dillen, c,i.c.m, 
Koiarius 



1945,  December 5 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of God, Father  Sulanus Casey, 0,E.M. Cap. 

2ezir E r o t b . e r  Leo : 

I, ~ o d  bless ;mu and yours! 

?>em Brsckc?r Leo, o m  ec_zi?nezzt h e r e  f o r  Ser - -. Mass A s s o c i a t i o n  is rather SehirA c i n e .  hr l l  you 
see  i f  Zr. LanSert c o u l d  m~stsr  an -2xtx-a l o o s e -  
l e e  o u t f i - t  - as 7 0 3  and 3r.9. i'ruzin or someone 
e l s e  i n t r o C x e d  a gear or so zgo. We would ap- 
p r e c i a t e  i~ f o r  the new ye3r. I n  t k e  n e a t i n e  
we'll drill along a d  do xka t  we can urder  handl- 
cas  of  o l d  "machiner"jJ' s t c .  -al:.rays ocourse  ?ra.ying 
for one aaothers f i n a l  c o n v e r 3 i 3 n .  Praised be J e s w  Christ. 
Bes t  wishos azd happy ZeasC of  t h e  I r c n s c u l a t e  Coccep t ion .  

Zraternally in the Sacred Eea r t .  



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n ~ c r l p t i o n  
of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  S e r v s n t  of 
God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, O.F,M. Ca.p. 

Dear Brother  Leo: 

God b l e s s  you and a l l  a t  S. Bonavent 's  

I a m  sending  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h i s  carbon t o  Miss Lyke. 
I hope it may smoothe t h e  t h i n g  o f f  i n  a manner; 
though I I not  j u s t  c l e a r  as  t o  what she  r e a l l y  com- 
p l a i n s  about.  Perhaps she expected a p e r s o n a l  acknow- 
ledgement of sornekind more than  j u s t  a rubber-stamp. 

I ' v e  been g e t t i n g  so many cheques - bothe h e r e  a t  S t .  
F e l i x  and a t  S t .  Yiichael's t h a t  I would have t o  posess  
al? e x t r a o r d i n a r y  memory t o  r e c o l l e c t  p a r t i c u l a r s  l i k e  
th i s  l i t t l e  mixup might require .  One t h i n g  I do remem- 
b e r ,  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e  o r  t e n  months I was a t  S t .  
Michael's i t  was very  seldom, i f  e v e r ,  t h a t  I was with- 
o u t  l e t t e r s  t o  acknowledge, even thougki I sometimes 
worked on them till a f t e r  min-night, 

God be p r a i s e d ,  however, I d id  not  mind i t  and my h e a l t h  
k e p t  f i n e .  Seomtines my two f a i t h f u l  o l e  s e n t i n e l s  
would threaten t o  go on s t r i k e  and t o  q u i e t  them down I 
f e l t  I ' d  have t o  g i v e  it up, 

Well she w i l l  p o s s i b l y  w r i t  again.  Afer  a l l  i f  she go t  
h e r  check back ,  she ought t o  know that  t h i n g s  were oky..? 

We'll hope f o r  the b e s t  aoyhow and pray f o r  t h e  dear 
L o r d ' s  g e n t l e  guid.ence. 

P ray ing  i n  t h e  mean t ime f o r  one 
a n o t h e r s '  convers ion  - till some day w e  can s i n  no more 
and t h e  good ange l s  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  b e a r  u s  o f f  t o  t h e  
e t e r n i t y ;  f o r e v e r  - really and t r u l y  COWERTED, WE'L1 
s i n g  on wi the  a n g e l s  awa i t ing  t h a t  b l e s s e d  day: " 0  a11 
ye  works of t h e  Lord b l e s s  t h e  Lord, P r a i s e  and exal t  
H i m  above all f o r e v e r .  " 

Fr.  Solanus ,  O - F - M *  Cap. 

P r a i s e d  be Jesus C h r i s t !  

i 
Rev, Chaybs Dillen, C.i.c.m* 

Notarius I20 



1946, October 22 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of Gad, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Thanks be vo Go6 I an sux we a l l  snjcyed o w  1L;tI.e ''3237 
off ' '  t o  St .  Boast-rentures a 5  to o m  Lady o f  Proz?t Succor, 
e t c ,  is'e a r r i v e d  back at St;. F e l i x  aT; 6:95 ?.a, Deo >:-rat-ias. 
Eowsver ,  we w o ~ ~ l d  hardly  be Ca;xhL:-is if s m e  oni? Oi ;he cmwd 
d i d  cot f o r g e t  someCking. FosaiSlg 7 3 3  f eu3  & k 4  troussrs I 
left in the c o r n e r  room, wh9r.z. ;mu folmd the hat yesterday 3.c. 
I hope you hzve then on their w q y  h i t t e r ,  if n35 I would ap- 
2rec iz te  j2ur  secdicg  the^ ou  s~ soon as c o a - ~ 2 c i e n t ,  Before I 

7 t k o ~ s h t  of it, we wera  ell. GE o l -~r  wa,7 cc, 37 ,  ceiix. 
P ~ a i a e d  be J e s u s ,  0.3,L Car,. 



1946,  October 31 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t i l i u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  handwr i t t en  o r i g -  
i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

"0  a l l  ye works of t h e  Lord! 
P r a i s e  the Lord. . . . 1 I 

October 31, Halloween 1946 

Dear Bro ther  Leo: 

God b l e s s  you and a l l .  Many thanks f o r  t h e  k ind  favor  
r ece ived  i n  b e s t  o f  c o n d i t i o n  a few days ago. . . . 

We g o t  home t h a t  n i g h t  j u s t  as they  were s t a r t i n g  
supper .  Deo G r .  ! 

Love t o  a l l .  

Fr .  Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap. 

P r a i s e d  be J e s u s  C h r i s t .  



1949, August 9 

ST. FETZX FRLLRY 
P,oute 8 

Hunting ton,  Ind iana  
August 4 ' 4 9 .  

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0 .  F. M. Cap. 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  His des igns!  

God b l e s s  you Brother  Leo: you and yours  . . . . i nc lud ing  i f  we 
may, a l s o  poor,  poor F r ,  Solanus. 

I j u s t  rece ived  your c h a r i t a b l e  l e t t e r  and w i l l  be p l eased  
t o  j u i n  wi th  your se l f  and your f r i e n d s  a c r o s s  Meldrom i n  praying 
f o r  poor dear  l i t t l e  "Granma Kauffman. Sorry  I d id  n o t  know of 
h e r  t r o u b l e  before  she went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  . . . Di lu t ed  c r e o l i n ,  
s ay  2 t o  4 t ab l e spoonfu l s  t o  a  p i n t  of water  w i l l  g ive  wonerful 
r e l i e f  by simply sponging the  p a r t s  e f f e c t e d  once over ,  every  two 
o r  t h r e e  hours .  - - - - o r  every  4 o r  5 o r  more hours .  

Seve ra l  yea r s  ago, before  I got  acquain te  w i t h  m i s t r e s s  c r eo in ,  
I appl ied  the  pure s t u f f  t o  q u i t e  some pa tches  of No. i ' s  a r ea  and 
v e r y  s h o r t l y  - f o r  a  couple of minutes  - I began t o  r a t h e r  f e a r  I ' d  
p o s s i b l e  made a  f e a r f u l  mis take  - It made t h i n s  so  h o t  f o r  me. It 
was a  good l e s son  wi thout  t he  l e a s t  i n j u r y .  Few doc to r s  seem t o  
know about t h i s  remedy; so  simple!= 

Now; Dear B r .  Leo: I ' v e  had a  b i g  problem on my mind f o r  
over  a  yea r .  - have spoken about i t  t o  F r .  Provincial  and t o  sev-  
e r a l  r e l i g i o u s  f r i e n d s ,  asking t h e i r  p raye r s ,  e t c .  

I s t a r t e d  months ago t o  w r i t e  F .  P r o v i n c i a l  p a r t i c u l a r s  about  
and am s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i t  o f f .  Of course  i t  i s  n o t  easy  t o  w r i t e  
important  l i n e s  of any k ind  wi thout  s tudy  and p f a c t i c e ,  a t  l e a s e  f o r  
me ..,.. To-day of s i x t e e n  l e t t e r s  r ece ived  t h e r e  were t e n  pe r sona l s ,  
which l eaves  me very  l i t t l e  t ime,  so  t h a t  o f t e n  i t  i s  n o t  easy  t o  what 
t o  do. On an average t h e r e  about  a dozen l e t t e r  per  day. I n  Fa the r  
B l a s e ' s  absence - otherwise  t o o  - Brother  Raphael a t t e n d s  t o  many of 
t h e  l e t t e r s  we g e t  here  concerning t h e  S e r .  Mass Assoc 'n .  ...... So 
p l ease  pray . . . . 

Best regard  and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l  t he  Novices and Candidate 
& of course  a l l  i n  t h e  Monastery and your dea r  P a r e n t s ,  e t c .  J u s t  
h e r e i n ,  v i z ,  i n  pray ing  f o r  success  of good works and under tak ings  t h e  
novices  and cand ida t e s  czn fall. i n  l i n e  a s  ~ r a c t i c a l  r e l i g i o n s  and 
Capuchins before-hand. 

God Bless  you a l l  aga in ,  

F r .  Solanus,  0.  F. M .  Cap. 



1951, August I 1  

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p e i o n  of  t he  handwr i t t en  o r i g -  
n a l  by t h e  Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. C a p .  

ST, FELIX CAPUCHIN FRIARY 

HUNTINGTON, I N D  , 

August 11th 1951 

Eve of  S t .  C l a i r  1951 

God Bless  you Bro ther  Leo - you and yours  

J u s t  a  l i n e  t o  thank you and your young a s s o c i a t e s  
-- novices  and cand ida t e s  -- f o r  your c h a r i t a b l e  remen- 
brance  f o r  my p r i v i l e g e d  name-day. 

We hope and pray they  a l l  p ray  f o r  voca t ions ;  t o  
t o  m u l t i p l y  a l l  over  t h e  world - i n  every  o r d e r  and 
eve ry  s o c i e t y  and phase of  Ca tho l i c  a c t i o n .  Thus they  
w i l l  a t  once be doing r e a l  miss ionary  work and i n s u r i n g  
t h e i r  own ho ly  voca t ion  - and perseverance  t h e r e i n .  
For no one who a p p r e c i a t e s  h i s  v o c a t i o n ,  a s  such a  g race  
dese rves ,  and i s  du ly  g r a t e f u l l  w i l l  f a i l  t o  pray f o r  a 
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  of  f u r t h e r  voca t ions .  

Thank God we have a  v s r y  promising boquet of 
bro ther -candida tes  - i nc lud ing  a ve ry  ca re - f r ee ,  happy darky. 

...... Glory be t o  God! 

,.. Fr .  Solanus,  0,F.M. Cap. 

Rev, Chci!cs Ciilen, c.i.c.m. 
Nc?arics is2 



The following i s  a fai thf 'ul  t r~nss r i ; t i on  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant o f  God,  ath her Solazxw Casey, 0.T.U. Cap. 

Feast  o f  S. I p a t i u s  
Ju ly  30st, 1952- 
1st Vespers 
fdy 1 s t  Holy Mass 7/31/04 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  His designs! 

God b less  you Brother Leo- 

you and yours, especia l ly  our you-lg brothers the IIovices, with 
whom you a r e  now seeixingljr i n  a s o r t  of e x i l e  frorn your former nes t  
i n  St .  Sonaventure. And o f  course t o  Pr.  Alollise, f o r  t he  p a s t  
gears ( 3  o r  4) ray next neighbor a t  Saint F e l i x ' s .  I can hardly help  
a i s s i n g  h i r a  more than I usual ly  do i n  nost  cases because I knew h i m  .., a s  a novice aud now again a f t e r  c lose  t o  25 years  - possibly 
nore. However, t h a t  is the  m y  It goes i n  t h e  Order as  well a s  i n  
secu la r  l i f e ;  though i n  t he  l a t t s r  it i s  very nuch more disapoint-  
ixlg . 
Anyhow, best  wishes t o  Fr .  Alcis ius  and t o  a l l  t h e  novices and 
Godi s bless ing t o  a l l  i n  S t .  Francis ,  your new Hovit iate.  I t  i s  
poss ible  that; before t h e  s w e r  i s  over I m y  have t h e  p r iv i l ege  
there  f o r  a day o r  so ,  God vri l l ing s o ,  1'11 be pleased. T i l l  then 
In t h e  mean t ine we '11 do wel l  t o  continue praying mutually f o r  f u r t h e r  
conversiox and - hearkening t o  our dear  Zlord's O m  most earnest  plea . . . . "Pray we t he  Lord of Wle Hamest t h a t  H e  send labore rs  i n t o  His 
harvest" . 



Brother Leo 
Page 2 

I s h a l l  remember you a l l  ir* !;n;: F-'@-.l":ass toxorrow. Please  
have then a11 a s  m c h  as conveinent - have then a l l  - supply 
my want of apprecia t ion end ;:..~ti+,ucTe ' i ,~ God f o r  the uncountable 
mercies and graces we h a - ~ e  rweived these 4.8 years - graces ar,d 
mercies t h a t  have, c o t  only surrounded us but i n  which, without 
our  half realizing i t ,  w e  are continually i m e r s e d  i n  God' 
merciful  graces / like t he  a i r  t h a t  permiai;es us. Glory be t o  
God! How l i t t l e  i s  i t  possible  f o r  poor niartals  t ha t  we a r e ,  
t o  apprecia te  as we ought, o r  t o  be properly g r a t e fu l  t o  God 
and our benefactors this s i d e  of Heaven! But a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  i s  
what w e  became candidates f o r  - candidates f o r  tine Kingdon o f  
Heaven - when we mere baptized; and everJ t i n e  w e  receive t h e  
Holy Sacraments of Mother Church w e  take another s t e p  forward, 
v i r t u a l l y  pleading with our angels f o r  anotlaer white bean a t  
eveqy s tep .  E-Iow wonderful and how EregLori a re  our privileged 
opportunites! Glory be t o  Cod a b i l l ion .  

Aye Blessed be God in a l l  Xis Designs, 

Pr. Solanus, O.P.X. Cap. 

Notarius 



The fol lowing i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i s n  of a  p r i n t e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  and 
r e c i p e  f o r  Bsked Beam w ~ i t t i ~ r :  by t t c *  S c r v ~ c t  of God, Fa ther  Solanus 
Casey 0.F.M.Cap. 

(Fa the r  Solanus suppl ied  r.ot c 2 2 4  t h :  rzzl .pe fclr Baked Beans p r i n t e d  i n  
t h e  E u c h a r i s t i c  Mission band Cook Book, bu t  he a l s o  wrote a  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
and descr ibed  h i s  own exper ience ,  found on page 60 - EMB Cook Book, pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  1945. )  

BAKED BEANS 

Like p o t a t o e s ,  beans may be served  i n  almost innumerable ways wi th  
good advantage a t  once t o  the cook and the  gues t .  From the  fo l lowing  
a c t u a l  exper ience  of the  w r i t e r  may be c u l l e d  a  p r a c t i c a l  r e c i p e  f o r  
prepar ing  and se rv ing  -- Real Boston Baked Beans. 

A c e r t a i n  monastery i n  charge of a  s t r u g g l i n g  p a r i s h ,  wishing i n  a  
way t o  f o r e s t a l l  t he  f i n a n c i a l  d r a i n  o f t e n  consequent on Thanksgiving 
Dinners ,  proclaimed t o  f r i e n d s  near  and f a r  the  s t a g i n g  of  a r e a l  Boston 
Baked Beans Dinner. This  was t o  be j u s t  a  week ahead of t he  g r e a t  t u r -  
key Thursday. 

The Inspec to r  himself  was given the p r i v i l e g e  of supe r in t end ing  the  
beans, supposed t o  be a t  once the  s t a p l e  f e a t u r e  of the  r e p a s t  and the 
h i g h l i g h t  of the  meal. 

P r i d i n g  himself  more o r  l e s s  on t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  h i s  f i r s t  s t e p  was 
t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  and have an unders tanding  wi th  the  amiable Brother  
Cook (Wendlin) a t  t he  Monastery. They decided t o  put  t he  beans t o  soak 
t h e  Sunday n i g h t  i n s t e a d  of Tuesday before  t h e  d i n n e r .  I n  t h a t  way they 
f igu red  on about a  good half-hour  i n  a h o t  oven f o r  t he  d inne r  Thursday 
evening.  

They bo i l ed  them according t o  the  r e c i p e  below and had them i n  the  
b e s t  cond i t i on  Monday evening,  When o t h e r s  sampled them t h e  next  morning 
they  seemed even f u r t h e r  improved. "Unsurpassable," was the  word. 
Three days t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e i r  grand d i s p l a y  seemed long,  bu t  we were con- 
t e n t  - conf iden t  t h a t  the  de l ay  would n o t  l e s s e n  t h e i r  va lue  and appre- 
c i a t i o n .  

But our  p r i d e ,  however l e g i t i m a t e  i t  may have been, was t o  g e t  a 
r e a l l y  p r a c t i c a l  j o l t .  Thursday morning f i n a l l y  came and was i d e a l  - 
could h a r d l y  be more promising f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  a f f a i r  t h a t  n i g h t .  So 
wishing t o  f u r t h e r  coopera te  wi th  Brother  Cook, t he  i n s p e c t o r  made h i s  
way t o  t h e  monastery k i t chen .  Brother ,  too was i n  b e s t  of smi les  a s  
they  met a t  t he  k i t c h e n  door.  But: 



Page 2 
Baked Beans 

"Oh, Bro ther  Cook," exclaimed the  i n s p e c t o r ,  on s e e i n g  t h e  pre-  
v i o u s l y  baked beans,  f i f t y  g a i l o n s  s t r o n g ,  l e i s u r e l y  s i t t i n g  on the  
hea t ed  back of  t h e  s t o v e  where they  had been s i n c e  Monday. "That i s  
a  bad p l a c e  f o r  those  beans.  They should have been i n  a coo l  p l ace  
f o r  keeping." He sampled them. "Sour!" he exclaimed. "Sour!" s ighed  
t h e  b r o t h e r ,  a s  he t a s t e d  them h imse l f .  They gazed v a c a n t l y  a t  each 
o t h e r  f o r  a moment. They both f e l t  s t u p i d l y  g u i l t y .  They both thought  
of  t h e  same b a s e b a l l  ph ra se ,  "---three men on bases ,  - Casey s t r u c k  out!"  

The i r  guard ian  ange ls  must have smi l ed ,  f o r  each blamed h imse l f  
r a t h e r  t han  t h e  o t h e r .  "Wait." exclaimed one of them w i t h  a  gleam of  

11 hope, S a l e r a t u s  sweetens sou r  mi lk ,  i f  n o t  too  f a r  gone. Let  us t r y  
it on t h e  beans." They b o i l e d  a  sample q u a n t i t y  adding a pinch o f  s a l -  
e r a t u s  ( s imple  baking powder). The unintended experiment ,  w i th  t h e  
magic powder coming t o  the  rkscue ,  had made the  beans a  c r e d i t  f o r  a  
k i n g ' s  banquet .  Such a t  l e a s t  was t h e  gene ra l  v e r d i c t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

THE R E C I P E  FOR THE BEANS 

Wash w e l l  and soak ove rn igh t  i n  p l e n t y  of  water .  
Bo i l  about I0 minutes i n  co ld  wa te r ,  u n t i l  o u t s i d e  s k i n  breaks  
when blown upon. Skin.  (Added by hand i n  orie copy - They g e t  
s o f t  enough by long baking . )  
Put  a  l a y e r  of  s a l t  pork o r  a  p o r t i o n  of d r i p p i n g s  i n  bottom o f  
e a r t h e n  p o t ,  and a l t e r n a t e l y  pour i n  beans and s a l t  p o r t .  Ear then 
Pot  by a l l  means p r e f e r r e d .  
N.B.  molasses  e t c  f o r  c o l o r i n g  s p o i l s  t h e  t a s t e  of baked beans ,  

Add s a l t  t o  t a s t e ,  and a l i t t l e  s a l e r a t u s .  
Bake i n  moderate oven fwonl 3 t o  4 hou r s ,  o r  u n t i l  they  become a - - --- - 
r i c h  brown c o l o r .  --- 
Sour k r a u t ,  p i ck l ed  b e e t s ,  o r  mustard p i c k l e s  may be se rved  a s  a 
r e l i s h  w i th  beans.  

( I n s p e c t o r )  Fa the r  Solanus 



1944, J u l y  25 

The fo l lowing  i s  a fzithF121 t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servaat o:? God, Father Sclanus Casey, O.F.M. Csp .  

S t .  Bonavezturz 's  Mmas tc ry  
1740 Mt. Elliott Avanu2 

Detroit ,  Mich. 

J u l y  25, 1944 

M r .  Simon 13oulihan 
T r a f f i c  Cour t ,  City. 

Dear Er. Houlihan: 

God bless you and yours .  

Inc losed  hsrewith I a m  sendin? you the t i cke t  
of which I spoke t o  you y e s t e r d a y  when I asked 
for J u d g e  Maher. Xn a way I w a s  p leased  
r a t h e r  t ha t  you answered .  I ' v e  been imposing 
on t h e  good nature of  both Judae  Monahan and 
Judge Murphy t ha t  thzy a re  l i a b l e  t o  throw m e  
o u t  some of t h z s z  days w i t h  m y  u n f o r t u n a t e  
friends,...... T r u s t i n g  that they s t i l l  have 
a  hsa r t ,  I hope y o u ' l l  be a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of 
u s  t h i s  t ime too.  . . . .God bless thz court  and 
all concerned .  

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.M. C a p .  



1945, February 1 1  

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f s i t h f u l  ~ : a n s c r i c t i o n  of  the  typed o r i g i n a l  by 
the  Servant  of  God, r 'athsr S3lancs ,  0.F.H.Cap. 

SAINT BONAVENTUR MONASTERY 

D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

February 1 1 ,  1945 

My dea r  F r i ends ,  Daughters of  I s a b e l l a  -- Amadeus C i r c l e ,  D e t r o i t :  

Since r e c e i v i n g  your r e c e n t  no te  favar -  f o r  which, MANY THANKS 
- and your p r a c t i c a l  r eques t  i n  regard t o  t he  b e n e f i t s  of t he  Sera- 
ph ic  Mass Assot ian ,  I sin moved t o  e a r e n s t  thought and a c t i o n  on a  
p r o j e c t  t h a t  f o r  many months has been f l o a t i n g  i n  my mind. Thanks 
be t o  God f o r  H i s  patierice wi th  me i n  n o t  l i f t i n g  the  thought away 
from me - t he  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  perhaps I ought t o  s a y  -- till your ap- 
p r e c i a t e d  communication awakened me t o  d e c i s i o n .  

The b e n e f i t s  of t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s  seem t o  me, a r e  so  mani- 
f e s t  i n  many cases  and s o  mnifold t h a t  t o  enumerate them even b r i e f l y  
would r e q u i r e  more than  a  s h o r t  l e t t e r ,  time f o r  w r i t i n g  which i s  about 
a l l  I have a t  my d i s p o s a l .  I s h a l l  t r y ,  however, no t  t o  d i s a p o i n t  you 
e n t i r e l y  by g iv ing  you a  s h o r t  summary of such b e n e f i t s  o r  advantages.  

To s t a r t  w i th  our  holy  Mother the  Church q u i t e  s ing le s -ou t  t h i s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  a s  ou t s t and ing  i n  importance by g r a n t i n g  t o  promoters of 
t he  work t h r e e  hundred days indulgence f o r  every  enro l lment  - nay, f o r  
every  e f f o r t  made, even i f  it be b u t  a  few words i n  i t s  f avo r ,  t o  f u r t h e r  
t he  i n t e r e s t s  of  t he  Assoc ia t ion .  (See inc losed  book le t ,  page 13). 
The d i v e r s i t y  and i n  some cases  t he  magnitude of 

The manifold r e p o r t s  of ' favors  rece ived  he re  a s  through/Associa- 
t i o n  ought t o  convince any t h i n k e r 7 ,  of t h e  wonderful b e n e f i t s  ac ru ing  
t o  i t s  members t h r u  t h i s  p r o v i d e n t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  L e t  me g ive  he re  a  
s i n g l e  example a t  l e a s t ,  o f  the  no te s  made i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  of  such fav- 
o r s  a s  I am s u r e  would i n t e r e s t  t he  members of your esteemed organiza-  
t i o n .  

I t h i n k  i t  was i n  August t h a t  a c e r t a i n  Mrs. B . ,  anxious about 
h e r  son s h o r t l y  t o  leave  f o r  over-seas e n r o l l e d  him i n  t h e  "Seraphic 
uass" .  The no te  fo l low 

"October 5 ,  1945, Mrs. Fred Brewer ... r e p o r t s  having e n r o l l e d  
h e r  son Fred and h i s  comrade and ship-crew, e t c .  The s h i p  c rossed  
t h e  A t l a n t i c  Okay; b u t  two hours  be fo re  scheduled landing  she s t r u c k  

i ' ,  , / .  
I ! I  1 ,! (.. t , ...,.... ..... i; *..!--:...Lc.\--2::2I:i.:: ....--..-- 

~ e v .  Charles Dillen, c.i,c.m. 
Notarius 



1945, February 1 1  
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Daughters of  I s abeL la  

a  mine and s h i p  and cargo  went down. However, of  t h e  2500 men on 
board no one was l o s t .  The Capta in  h imse l f  s a i d  t h a t  t he  escape  
was miraculous .  " 

Now a  word about  p o s s i b i i i t i e s  and o b l i g a t i o n s .  

Anyone may be e n r o l l e d :  -- t h e  s i n n e r  ( a t h e i s t  o r  b e l i e v e r )  
f o r  convers ion ;  t he  s a i n t  f o r  f u r t h e r  convers ion  and progress  i n  
s a n c t i t y  - i n  KELIGION, THE S C I E N C E  OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
AND OUR NEIGHBOR. (and ,  if y i u  w i l l ,  of  our  dependenc on ~ o t h >  

Ob l iga t ions  a r e  p r a c t i c a l .  Act ive members, a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f f e r e d  by membership a r e  urged t o  p ray  f o r  t h e  
miss ions  and t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and f o r  a l l  members o f  t h e  Associa- 
t i o n ;  and t o  o f f e r  Holy Communion when they  can f o r  t h e s e  i n t en -  
t i o n s .  Those who can a f f o r d  t o  do so ,  a r e  asked t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  suppor t  - u s u a l l y  50q annua l ly  o r  $5. a s  a  p e r p e t u a l  
member - more i f  they  wish and $ 2 .  o r  more a  deceased member - - 
p e r p e t u a l 1  membership o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  D i r e c t  and immediate bene- 
f i t s  i nc lude  f i v e  hundred and about  twenty-f ive ho ly  Masses eve ry  
day o r  188,500 ho ly  Masses annya l ly ,  s ay ing  no th ing  of  t h e  i n d i r e c t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a l l  t h e  good works of  t h e  whole Order o the rwi se  in- 
c lud ing  thousands of  Holy Masses d a i  

(Unf in i shed  d r a f t )  

I'  / I ,  1 ; -\._...,., . ' i i J : .  ,...,,.:.-.,A. -----.-...*. * .---,-.--------.-- < 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Nctcrrius 



1945,  A p r i l  28 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of God, Sather Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notcrius 

w' 



:T. Sf s t e r  I,:eln,~ 20se>h. 
S i s t e r s  of S a i x t  2ror ,c i s ,  L ~ > ' ~ j ~ e t t e ,  I r d i a x  . 

Dear S i s t e r  2 a x y  Joseph: 

-- .  ..- Sod b l e s s  you and yours .  2 r s i s e d  be 11s o l y  I'zme i:z a l l  -Ls u s e h r c h -  
a b l e  designs! I re26  your  $athet*hic  o e t t e r  this xiomi~zg and again  j u s t  now. 
Yours i s  c s r t z i n l > -  a ~ z c u l i a r  ca se .  .. . . 3ut 2 f t e r  a l l ,  whose c a s e  i s  n o t  a 
p e c u l i ~ r  o:-,e? As r o  txo  g m i i l s  or' sand c a  b s  fou11;d e:czctly a l i k e  on a l l  t h e  
s t r a n d s  of t h e  o c e m s  a d  z s  ' I s t ~ r  d i f f e r e t h  f r ~ m  s t a r  i n  g lo ry" ,  s o  t h e  ups 
and doT+rr,s of t k i s T L f e " .  So too  t h e  r a m b o n s ,  t h e  sm b u r s t s ,  ger , t l e  breezes  
and t h e  r e e l  E e l l s t o r m s  we a r e  l i a b l e  t o  n e e t  b e f o r e ,  by t h e  g r s c e  of  God, we 
s h a l l  be a b l e  t o  t lmb le  i n t o  o u r  grbves  wi th  tl;e c o n f i d m c e  o f  t i r e d  C1.lildrezl 
i n t o  t h e i r  p l a c e s  of  peace fu l  s l m b e r s .  

2 u t  d e a r  S i s t e r ;  v e  a r e  neve r  j u s t i f i e d  is being  " b i t t e r "  toward anyone 
except  ou r se lves .  I n  very  deed, i f  we were only  one t e n t h  a s  s p p r e c i a t i v e  
e s  :Ire have every r eason  t o  be; o u r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  what Go6 h a s  daile f o r  u s  - 
d i r e c t l y  sr,d through ::is w e e  t u r e s  ,mcst e s p e c i a l l y  through mr F m e d i a  t e 
s u g e r i o r s ,  - iiiould be such t h a t  we woulc! be p e r f e c t l y  ccon te~ t  ~ 1 2 t h  what we 
a r e  and what we hzve ,  ~Lt 'nout  eve r  dreaming of  whst o t h e r s  may be iil the=- 
s e l v e s ,  o r  what i n  a l l  t!-?e i~!orld we mey have "missed". Furthermore,  t o  eve r  
hope f o r  r e a l l a  " t r u e  happi:less" t h i s  s i d e  o f  Xeaven h a s  been alwzy va in .  
on ly  a dream 2ence >lather  3 y a n , t h e  "31inil Poet  of t h e  South i r ?  h i s  ''Song o f  
The Kys t i cH  : ' I  . . .I walked ir, t i le world w i t h  t h e  7,vorldly. !: cra-rred what t h e  
world neve r  gave I seid.: ' I n  t h e  ,.vorld ezch i 6 e a l  t h e t  s h i ~ e s  l i k e  e 
s t a r  on l i f e ' s  wave; "Is wrecked on  t h e  sho res  o f  t h e  r e a l ( i t y ) :  ar,d s l e e p s  
l i k e  dream i n  2 grave.J?he pence , e t e  ~ r o ~ & s s d  by t h e  world i s  t h e  peace of t h e  
Se rpea t  - ahelloI'zpeece.Gfcourse, t h e r e  is such a tlkiilg a s  g e t t i n g  "a t d s t e  
of Xehven" i n  t k i s  world, as we s e e  c l e s r l g  int'fie 1 iv t . s  c2 cany sa i z i t s ,  3ut 
t h a t  i s  only  p o s s i b l e  - and i t s  up t o  each of u s  t o  s t r i v e  f o r  - i n  a s  much 
a s  o u r  v i r t u e  of ::io~e i s  i n s p i r e d  by ?sit,"- i n  God and s t rengthened  -sweetened 
- i n  confidence of :lis g re t i t ,  m e r c i f h l  goodness. 3u-b O !  '!to enjoy l i f e  i n  

t h e  world" i s  a n o t h e r  th ing .  

Xow long  your  Great . .  . .GmniLr;other L3e d i l i d a l l i s d  wi th  Sa t an  be fo re  she 
f i n a l l y  reached f o r  t h e  f a t s 1  apple,Holy S c r i p t u r e  does n o t  t e l l .  If i t  were 
a hundred y e a r s ,  wki-cin i s  e a s i l g  probable: she  st~ould have enjoyed t h e  o r i g i n a l  
P a r a d i s e  t e n  tiass a s  l o c g  z s  you 've  been a r~u11. ?a3 she  l i s t e n e d  t o  r e s son  
end been a p p r e c i a t i v e  Tor h e r  creat ic in tin6 ths -&isu i l i  ed f a c u l . t i  e s  t h a t  grbced 
h e r  s o u l  and caused a i l  on e a r t h  an4 i ~ i  l-::eeven t o  sails i;i h s r  &i.rectioa., she  
would r e v e r  hav? had t i n e  t o  g i v e  \!Jay t o  x q r o f l t a b l e  c u r i o s i ~ ~  o r  t o  &is- 
con ten t  t k t  t h e  d e v i l  neve r  fsi ls  $0 f o s t e r  in o u r  t a i n t e d  n a t u r e .  

Notarius 



7. S i s t e r  i h x y  J o s e p 3  
Fsge 2. 

Poor S i s t e r s  of S a i n t  T r a z c i s  tfio! xe ?ni,r;:lt add; and poor  r e l i g i o u s  
o f  every o t h e r  o r d e r !  :row o f t 2 1  t h e y  make m i s ~ a k e s !  :-:ow o f t e n   the;^ must 
have cause t o  r e g r e t  imprudence! - misca lcu la t ion !  - disapoinlment  i n  even 
n o s t  promising candida tes !  . . . . t o  s a z  not2ix.g of  d o u b t W  ~ ~ o c a t i o n s .  

- There n u s t  have beg-? so,netl?,icg about  S r .  L.J . a s  a  t i g y  i z f a n t  a s  w e l l  
a s  a g a i c  xhe-~ s k e  was i?r. h e r  t e e n s ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  promised a p p r e c i a t i o n  - 
coopere t ion  wit;? ,God1s g race .  5 0 ,  r a t h e r  Kwi l m v e  k e r  in soae  o l d  ask-csn . . . . o r  lz te r -o i l  tzrn h e r  ou t  inexperie-rced,  a  probable  v i c t i m  f o r  w ~ l v e s  
w i t l m - ~ t  col:scie~xe o r  ~ o r a l i t y ,  s h e  ves  ~ u r s e d - o n  and mothered a s  though 
someone ir j u s t i c e  r e a l l y  owed i t  t o  l ier.  i k d  zow? ? i t t e m e s s  ! ? ! 

$ i n e l l y ,  I would a sk  ycu t o  j u s t  compare t k e  two s h o r t  ques t io2s ;  first, 
t h e  oiie of  Gld: "',71iy s:?culd. we - ddt -m sr,d q s d f  - r o t  be p e m L t t e d  t o  even 
look  e t  t k e  bezv.tiI"u1 Free?" a ~ d  tken:  "'iTIhy s:?^o?~.ld we - S r .  T.1. J. and myself - 
c o t  have a cha l ce  t o  exJoy ' l i f e f  a s  ocher  g i r l s ? "  

j u s t  one l i t t l e  q$.esti.m i2 c o m l u s i o c .  ' h e r e  do t k e  g r e a t  ~ z j o r i t y  of  
t k e  " o t h e r  g i r l s "  come t o  irL t h e i r  " e l ~ j o p e r ? - t  o f  I . ifel '? 

If ;TOU s t op  t o  observe a t  e l l  you n u s t  see  t k a t  tlis m a j o r i t y  o f  K1am 
f i n d  a  v e q  s h o r t  t e s t e  of  r e a l  joy.  A s a d l y  p o r t i c r  of  t - 2 a  f a l l  t o  be 
s ic l in ing  " f l eppe r s " ,  desp ised  by men aad woxen a l i k e ;  lll:ouszs p e i ~ t e d  i n  
f r o n t  wit- ;  vaca;c.t a t t i c s  nr-ci zot3.rig s t a b l e  be'7cw" . 

If you hsd  t o  d e a l  v.it;i? t k e  c a s e s  of l o s t  v i r t u e  m d  02 b l i t z d  f a c 7 d t i e s  
acd of s k t t e r e d  hopes *at eveqr  co;?I"essor err? ever?,- d o c t o r  meets ,  or,e of  
your  first p r a y e r s  wo~~2.d probably sonetlnizg Like %:e follovring: f l - ? r ~ n  t he  

' j oys  of l i f e '  a s  prozxised by t h e  world m d  ?ass ion;  C Lord d e l i v e r  us!"  

Very S i n c e r e l y  Yours In G h r i s t ,  Fr. Solacus ,  O.il.M. Cap. 



1945, June 15 

The fo l l owing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwritten or ig -  
inal by the S-ervant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Qum Bonus Israel -- Zeus f ! ! 

Thmk3 he t o  God.! A t  nicinight t h e  erid of 
the first  Zag of o u r  " v x a t i o n "  and trip to & & ~ T S  
ne~kew's (John McCios'scg, S.J. ' a )  lirst Xoly Mass -- 
Sea$ t l e ,  irlash'torz. cask a ireelc azd a u q  s i ~ l c e  Rto 
Rev. Ect.wtd, with Pat r ick  azd Oxen -- tbes  b ~ o t h e r s  
a r r r - ~ z r i  a t  D e t r o i t ,  (I?!ch) -- St &ne..ie.ature Monastery. 

d week to-day June 7 ;.ts were for2;unate in hay- 
i n g  a reai, p r i v a t e  i n t e r v i ~ w  : ~ l t h  the grsa t ;  "Radio Pries'c" 
of  a dec&e ago (and since:;, I iev. Ckx- les  E. Coughlin. 
3 e  seemed appreciatively r e l i eved  to reauk:  I am j u s t  
up to t he  !Third Nocturn, a ~ t i c l p a t i r ~  ths Feast of the 
ss--.ed - - sez r t ,  F o r  y a u s  t b w a  had beer t-reazings o f  
a "Zt~miPy Reunion" on occas ion  oP the First Holy Mazy 
7 2  said ne,n?xw John McGlaaksy, SeJ, Il'ow the qussti~ns 
cou ld  I go -- should 1 go? 

We ha3 n o t  besa t o g e t h e r  s insc  our d e , ~  p m -  
ez-bs go ldzn  wedding in 1917 (32 yrs) --. they w i th  the  
eldest of six$een and the a o f  her 10 b ~ o t h e r z ,  having 
g a ~ s  -akead, we have -kep trirst; %o a k .~ - . sp ;~  e t e r n i t y ,  R.I.P. 
But Fr, ! k w i c e  J c a c E n ,  o r ?  of the t e n  b r o t h e r s  4-6 
he2 oot  been well. Some doub t s  w r e  expr23sed 2s t o  
whether he were a b l e  t o  make thz t r i p .  I kold the3 I ' d ,  
decided not t o  go unless TOM c o u l 5  go a l o n g ,  ...,.. The 
abcve nansd th r ee  -4 'Left foz, bal t fm-re  to s e e  I'faurice 
; . Saturday &.me June 9Q.,.Following F r i d a y  at 8 :30  a.m. 

c m e  the  telegram: 

t I . . .Ca~uchin Monastery., * D e % r o i t ,  
~aurica with us ol;  ah^, due Chicago 
Thursday n i n e  ccfock. C z 1  you rneet 

(No Signature)  



The following is a f a i th fud  t r a n s c ~ i p t i o n  
of t h e  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  
of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Gasey, O,F.M. Cap, 1945, Ju ly  9 

F a s t o r ' s  Residence 
Church of S t .  Nichael  
Los Angeles , C a l i f o r n i a  

V, Rev. Fr .  Marion, O.F.M. Cap. 
S t .  Bonaventure ' s  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

Rev. Dear F a t h e r  Guardian: 

God b l e s s  you and a l l  t h e  Bre tkren ,  

Thanks be t o  H i s  m e r c i f u l  providence f o r  all H i s  
b l e s s e d  des igns .  Whether t o  my d i s c r e d i t  o r  o the r -  
w i s e ,  I am s t i l l  h e r e  i n  t h i s  remarkzble part of 
count ry .  I n s t e a d  of a day as I f i g u r e d  on ,  i t s  more 
coning  a week s i n c e  I a r r i v e d  i n  Los Angels, - A 
name w e l l  b e f i t t i n g  such a g e n t l e  wonder-land. 

Las t  Sa tu rday ,  a f t e r  Pr. Stephen (0.P.M. cap)  
wi red  t o  you, he informed us t h a t  t h e  ve ry  b e s t  he 
could  do - i n  r ega rd  t o  t r a n s p o r ~ a t i o n  - was t o  g e t  
" r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  next Z ~ u r s d a y  (12b) i n s t e a d  of 
 esterd day (9~) for S e a t t l e ,  s o  t h z t  I nay use ;ny 
I I nsi, .;" t o  S t .  Paul .  To g e t  on t;he t r a i n  as I pro- 
posed ,  wi thout  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  he s t r e s s e d  would be 
l o o l h a r d i n e s s .  So  h e r e  I aro s t i l l  - hoping t o  
make t h e  b e s t  of o ~ i s s i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  of the 
Chapter .  

With one o r  two e x c e p t i o n s ,  I h ~ v e  met a l l  my 
nephews and n i e c e s  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A few of 

I 1  them seem s t r a y i n g  t h e  way of wor ld l ings  ," but  
thank  God t h a t  seems r a t h e r  except ional .  - h e r e  and 
i n  Xan Franc i sco ,  i n  P o r t l a n d  and i n  S e a t t l e .  
A f t e r  all, however, it i.s n o t  going t o  be my pres- 
ence t h a t  w i l l  work anyth ing  wor$bwkile, Rather  
i t  w i l l  be someone's p r z y e r s .  

Rev. Char!cs Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxius 



1945, July 9 
Page Two 

V. Rev. F r .  M a r i o n ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

You w i l l  be p l e h s ~ d  t o  know t h a t  D r .  T m e l l  -- 
f o r m e r l y  head o f  D e t r o i t  P o l i c e  -- was a t  my ( c h i l d -  
r e n ' s )  Mass last Sunday wi th  his s o n  J a c k .  The 
l a t t e r  r e c e i v e d  Holy Communicn and s e e m  t o  be a 
r e a l  p r a c t i c a l  and  w e l l  a n c h o r e d  C a t h o l i c .  He t o o k  
us  up n e x t  day t o  t h e i r  home i n  t h e  mounta ins .  Both  
p a r e n t s  seem q u i t e  p l e a s e d  a t  t he  s t e p  he took  i n  
the d i r e c t i o n  of  r e l i g i o n .  

I a m  p r a y i n g  t h e  good God far h o l y  g u i d a n c e  o f  
the C h a p t e r .  I o n l y  hope t h a t  n o t h i n g  may be done 
t o  weaken d i s c i p l i n e  ( n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  my example )  
a n d  that w o r l d l i n e s s  a n d  want  of d e v o t i o n  t o  o u r  
E u c h a r i s t i c  Xing may g e t  a check of some k i n d .  
F o r  s u r e l y  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  r e g a r d  
i s  o f t e n  m a n i f e s t l y  w a n t i n g .  

Ju ly  11th 

The i n c l o s e d  c a r d  w i l l  h e l p  i n  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  
t h e  i n t e n t i  on books  

B r o t h e r  Leo o r  Br. R u f i n  i t  t o  me. I have 
a b o u t  h a l f  a dozen i n t e n t s  as ye t .  

Oremus p r o  invicem, 

Servus Tuus , S o l a n u s ,  
0.F.M. Cap, 



rv, i,,e followill~g i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t - - r a i ~ . ; ~ c e t i o  ,GT ;' k ' r - a x l w r i - t t c ~  o x i g i n a l  by t h e  
S e w a n t  of God, ;l'ather Soia:1~~3 Casey G.',;'.:;. C : & r : .  

August 25,  1945 

a  K e y :  30d b l e s s  you and yours .  
I came down frorn S e t r e a t  i y l -  Zar r i son  a  
few days ago t o  fin<- q-ci te  a  s t a c k  of l e t t e r s  a- 
wa i t ing  o p e ~ i n g .  I j u s t  came t o  yours of t h e  
27nd -'- and sure do s p p a t k r i z e  wi th  you and 
your family.  Yowever, we've had s o  nany 
decidedly worse r e p o r t s  t h a l  about your  P a t ,  
t h a t  turned out  most remarkable a f t e r  s e v e r a l  
months of suspcr~ce  and anx ie ty ,  t h a t  I s h a l l  
s t i l l  hope f o r  a  good word about Son P a t r i c k  3'. 

A t  a l l  events  I have j u s t  m r o l l e d  h i m  
i n  t h e  Seraphic  TSasses a s  requested and -we 
s h a l l  n o t  be s u r p r i s e d  a$ any favorab le  
r e p o r t  t o  come. Y e l l l  pray and hope - 
t r u s t i n g  i n  God f o r  t h e  bes t .  After 211 
i f  we look a t  t h ings  i n  Light  of f a i t h ,  
t h e  wors t ,  a s  t h e  world cons iders  tb2ngs,  i s  
only o u r  P i c t o r y  - zccordfi3g t o  our  d e s r  
Lord ' s  own words: "Greater  love  t h a n  t h i s  
no xan h a t h  t h a t  a  man g i v e  !xis l F f  e 
f o r  h i s  f r i ends" .  T h i s  I thirk ought t o  
buoy us up a s  i t  is needed i n  a i l l i o r - s  of 
sad bereavements t h e s e  days . . . God b l e s s  you 
again  and l o v e  t o  a l l  t h e  fami ly  and f r te r -ds  

S i n c e r e l y  i n  t h e  Sacred 3 e e r t ,  F r .  Solanus.  0 .P.TL.G. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  of :  

Tks, I'_artl:a 3 t a v a l e  
5034 Gragton 
J e t r o i t ,  ITI, 48224 



1945, Sep t .  15 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t ~ z ~ s c r i p t 5 o n  o f  ?;Lie type4 o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Se rvan t  of God, F a t h e r  So1aav.s Casey, 3.F.i~i. C&>. 
(from a  carbon copr) 

CuGCSIF FATI-';ERS 
S  t . Ki cha e l  e  Church 

225 J e r o n e  S t r e e t  
Erooklyn 7 ,  N.  Y.  

F e a s t  of Our Lady o f  Sorrows. 

V .  S i s t e r  Nary B e l i t a .  S t .  K icho la s  Convent, A t l a n t i c  C i t y ,  New J e r s e y .  

Dear S i s t e r  Nary S e n i t a :  God b l e s s  you and yours .  I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  your  
l e t t e r  o f  Narch 1 0 t h  and am i n s c r i b i n g  t h e  name of  M r .  Jaines P e t e r s  a s  a  
inember i n  t h e  Se raph ic  Mzss Assoc ia t ion  which I trmt may h e l p  h i m  some- 
way. Th i s  i n  f a c t  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  wonderful p raye r s  t hey  were t e l l -  
i n g  you about  i n  S a r c l a y  S t r e e t  ,New York. The fo l lowing  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  
Nr.lseters and h i s  f r i e n d s .  T h i s  i s  taken  from '?Totes and Favors" I have 
been making now and then  f o r  y e a r s .  

"Xay 35th  1945. 
It3Trs. Ca the r ine  Nagle - 45-- mother of e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  having been 

found so  f u l l  o f  cancer  whefi opened up f o r  o p e r a t i o n  two weeks ago ( ~ a y  
9th) thak t h e  d o c t o r  sewed h e r  u-p wi th  out  f u r t h e r  a t tempt  t o  h e l p  h e r ,  
l ament ing  t h a t  s h e '  d  neve r  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a l i v e ( ~ r o v i d e n c e )  "Having 
e x r o l l e d  h e r  i n  t h e  Seraphic  Mass Associa t ion ,  her husband asked: "Is 
t k e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  I could do f o r  her?" "I suggested t h a t  h e  e n r o l l  
t h e  P o o r  Sou l s  - h a v i ~ g  h i s  ovm deceased r e l a t i v e s  s p e c i a l l y  i n  mind" . 
" T h a t ' s  good:', h e  s a i d  o f f e r i n g  a  s p e c i a l  donat ion. .  .v%ole P a n i l y  storm- 
ing Heaven by d a i l y  Communiori." . . . ."l;eaving 5 o s p i t a l  To-day , though 
unable  t o  t a k e  any n o u r i s h l t  

**X**+**X*%-*X+*******%-iC*3C***W* 

May 29th 
"Thanks be t o  God! Mrs. Nagle,  a s  above (xay 25) .  F e a r f u l  p a i n s  arid 

abdominal s w e l l i n g  en . t i r e ly  gone. Has good a p e t l . t e  and e a t i n g  normally.  . . . Husband smi l ing ly  e n r o l l s  Poor  Sou l s  a s  b e f o r e  i n  thanksgiv ing .  
***~+*~C*****+*~Y;3t~kiC**~3HCH3CXX** 

Brooklyn, X.Y.  S e p t .  14 th  W r e .  Kzgle, no ted  above Kay 25 and 29th  h e r e  
To-day, seemingly OK. 
Narch 7 t h  1926. h e r e  a g i n  i n  p e r f e c t  hea l th . "  (added L z t a r  - r e h l v  - 1946) 

Dear S i s t e r :  I hope this  may g i v e  you a l l  a l i t t l e  more courage t o  
pray  on and w i t h  your  f r i e n d s ,  s t o m  Heaven. I o f t e n  a d v i s e  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  Poor s o u l s ;  v i z ,  t h a t  if a n  o p e r a t i o n  i s  a v e r t e d ,  e .g . ,  t hey  donate  
an  enrol lment  f o r  t h e  Poor Soulq$of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  ave r t ed  - o r  c h a r i t y  t o  
some good cause,  and bes ides  p r a y e r s  and Holy Cornmilnions,etc. 

Pr. Solarius, O.F.N. Cap. 

J ,.. &...i-.L::Ls ........- - --..,.....,.. 
Rev, Charles Dilien, c,i.c.m. 

Notarius /4? 



1945, October 1 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t he  handwr i t t en  o r i g -  
i n a l  l e t t e r  by t h e  Servant  of God F r .  Solanus Casey OFM, Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL1'S CHURCH 

225 JEROME STREET 

BROOKLYN 7 ,  N .Y .  

Oct.  1, 1945 

Mrs. Helen Skonieczny 
6412 Joseph Campau 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Skonieczny: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  Many thanks f o r  your c h a r i t a b l e  and 
generous favor  of  a lmost  a month ago. I remember you and your pecu- 
l i a r  ca se  v e r y  w e l l .  I s u r e l y  am p leased  t h a t  t h i n g s  have a d j u s t e d  
themselves s o  w e l l .  God i n  H i s  wisdom and mercy working s o  favor-  
a b l y  i n  a l l .  I hope too  t h a t  your Husband has  a r r i v e d  back by now. 
P l ea se  pardon de l ay .  

God b l e s s  bo th  of  you 

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

( a l s o  w r i t t e n  on a Seraphic  Mass Assoc i a t i on  Card) 

S t a n l e y  and Helen Skonieczny 

J u l y  2 9 ,  1954 

F r ,  Solanus O.F.M,Cap: 

~ l e s s ' d  God! 
Show Thy mercy and ho ly  countenance. 

O r i g i n a l s  a r e  i n  t h e  pos se s s ion  o f  

S . J .  Skonieczny 
35129 W. Chicago Blvd. 
L ivonia ,  Michigan 43150 

- 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



1945, October 22 

The following i s  a f a i t h f n l  trsnscrlptioc sf the handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL'S C H ~ C H  
225 Jerome Street 
Brooklyn 7, N .  Y. 

1445, October 22 
(found Aug. 21, - -  ' 51) 

Mr. Rae Garland 
Detroit, Michigan 

Dear Rae: 

God Bless you and yours. Many thanks for favor of the 
14th just noted. Am enrolling you and family and the holy suf- 
fering Souls for y a w  guidance. Glad of your interesting meet. 
on the first. ?Irs  alley sent me word about it yesterday. 

Now I must tell you something that, in a way, I do not like 
to do. Its this. The arch enemy of our Blessed Mother and of im- 
mortal souls, at all tines on the alert, must hsve received an ex- 
tra length of rope these days. I have beltin reported as having been 
phoning you longdistance and the "Agradan . Sociery"! ! ! 

Whatever the sourc2 ,  It seems to have given i:npstant offense, 
if not sckndal . . . . . Therefore, I wish that for t h e  Fresent and 
until you be better known and  your efforts recognized, you 1 f t ~ i . v ~  XIC 

out of the picture. Afterall if Venerable Mary of Agra ta  is a saint, 
about which I find it personally unreasonable to doubt,then , In my 
way of t h l j l k i n g ,  its h i g h  time she get active in working a a f . r a c 3 ~  
of some kind, in clearing away the prejujice or jealousy o r  at leas: 
misunderstandiq that has hampered her work---which is not h e r s  jilt 
God's work---and hos pressed  on your sholders for three y e a r s  and on 
mine for at least seven. . . . . 

Sincerely, in Christ 

F'r. Solanis, 0. F. K. Cap. 

IV Book ". . .net your work . . hut ~ h s  work of 
The HIGXESr TRUT3." Our M. &ther ta >I. M .  of Agreda. 

About 575 
Coronation abwt 575 .-- 



1945, October 25 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  fa i t ' l ; fa l  i r sn : ; c r ip t i on  o f  a photo copy of  a  
handwr i t t en  o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey 
0.F.M.Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

225 JEROME STREET 

BROOKLYN 7 ,  N.Y. 

Oct ,  25,  1945 

Mrs. D . E .  Wolf 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Wolf: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  Many thanks f o r  your f avo r  of  t he  
Z l s t ,  j u s t  no ted .  I am s o  g l ad  t o  know t h a t  your dea r  l i t t l e  
one i s  improving. I s u r e l y  hope she  con t inues  s o  - and s u r p r i z  
t h e  d o c t o r s .  

I am you and your husband i n  t he  Masses as  t he  herewi th  
c a r d s  i n d i c a t e .  You should each make a p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  good 
God i n  your own b e s t  tray, to..do something i n  Thanksgiving i f  t h e  
baby i s  spa red .  I t h i n k  I t o l d  you something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  
l a s t  week. 

I n  t h e  mean t i m e  w e ' l l  keep on pray ing  and t r u s i n g  i n  t h e  
Good God t o  s e e  f i t  and b e s t  t o  s p a r e  t he  l i t t l e  one. 

God b l e s s  you a l l  - and b rea the  a  l i t t l e  f o r  t he  convers ion  
o f  t h i s  poor s i n n e r  Solanus who makes s o  l i t t l e  p rog re s s  i n  
f a i t h ,  hope and char i ty .  

Yours S i n c e r e l y  i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr .  Solanus,  O.F,M,Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Mrs. Mary Wolf 
3595 F l i n t  Road 
Br ighton ,  Plich. 48 1 I6 , 

i I ' I i r 
-..c..-..-----.--->..-------.---i--D- 

< .  
Rev. Chazles Diilen, c.i,c.m, 

Notcrius 



1945,  Oc t .  24 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  S e r v a n t  of God, Father S ~ l a n u s  Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL ' S CHURCH 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  

Brooklyn 7 ,  N. Y .  
S t .  Raphael  's Day 
Oct 24- 1945.  

Dear Mrs. Winke: 
God b l e s s  you and  y o u r s .  I have j u s t  r e a d  and n o t e d  

your p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r  of  t h e  1 9 t h  and  thank you f o r  same--having 
e n r o l l e d  you f o r  your b a l k y  knee .  1 am i n c l o s i n g  a S a c r e d  
H e a r t  ( b l e s s e d )  t o  p l a c e  on your k n e e  and I hope t h a t  our  d e a r  
Lord may s m i l e  a t  you a n d  c u r e  t h e  "o ld  knee." 

God b l e s s  you a g a i n - - i t  j u s t  s t r u c k  11 p.m. Thanks b e  
t o  God f o r  a l l  t h i n g s .  

F r .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

( a n o t h e r  s h e e t  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  above)  

R a t i o n a l  C r e a t u r e !  Your purpose?  ... Why d i d  God make you? : ? . . . Ah! My b l u e - p r i n t  p r imary  purpose  

God made m e  t o  know Him. - -  
0 what a  b l e s ' d  aim! 

To l o v e  H i m  and  s e r v e  H i m  
Sure rests  in t h e  same 

It 's  Heaven- begun - - f o r  t h e  g r a t e -  
Ful- -on E a r t h !  - -  

To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t !  ? !! ! 
Highes t  Heaven i t ' s  wor th  
(God H i m s e l f  t h e  reward.  

(even h e r e )  . 

O r i g i n a l  i n  P o s s e s s  ion o f :  

H e l e n  W inke  
7444 Asbury Park  
D e t r o i t ,  M I .  48228 



The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Fathe?  S o L ~ s u s  Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Bles 'd be God! 

God bless you Mrs. Helen Winke--you and yours. I am glad you 
are still carying on. How wonderful-- the Good God has been 
to your Family: --Indeed to us all! notwithsanding our many 
sins and stupidities. I surely hope the doctors get a favorable 
surprise when they come to operate on your Husband. I have 
enrolled him in the Emergency list of the Seraphic Mass Associan 
and that--even that--seems to work wonders at times. 

Again wishing you God's blessing on yourself and your 
whole Family, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 
Fr . Solanus, O.F.M. Cap. 

Original in possession of: 

Helen Winke 
7444 Asbury Park 
Detroit, MI. 48228 

hey. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Nofarius 

/52 



1948, S e p t .  4 

The f o l l o w i n g  is a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p o s t c a r d  
w r i t t e n  by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t ? ~ e r  S o l a n u s  Casey,  O..F.M. Cap. 

B les  ' d  be God i n  a l l  H i s  d e s i g n s  ! 
S e p t  4 t h  1948 

God bless you Mr. Winke - -  and  no  less may W e  b l e s s  your 
d e a r  Wife a n d  c h i l d r e n .  H a w  wonder fu l  h a s  H e  n o t  been t o  you! 
DEO GR. 

I t h a n k  you i n d e e d  f o r  your  f a v o r  j u s t  n o t e d ,  P l e a s  
God I s h a l l  comply w i t h  your  r e q u e s t  and s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  
p r i v i l e g e .  I s u r e l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on n o t  o n l y  s u c c e s s e s  t h a t  
h a v e  come t o  you o f  l a t e ,  b u t  I might  say--now t h a t  t h e  s k y  
h a s  c l e a r e d - - e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  u n u s u a l  knocks whereby you and  
y o u r s  were t r i e d  some twenty  y e a r s  a g o .  How can w e  e v e r  b e  
f u l l y  g r a t e f u l ? ?  

F r .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of :  

He len  Winke 
7444 Asbur y  Park 
D e t r o i t ,  M I .  48228 



The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i  thfLz2. tr~rL?c:i;.t90: oi Lrn;ssegs handwri t ten  and 
typed by t h e  Se rvan t  of  God, Fa ther  Solanvs Czsey, O.F.N. Cap. 

A 3 l e s s e d  - 
Peace fu l  Chris tmas.  

God b l e s s  you Nr. 
Wollenvrieber - you and yours .  
So r ry  t o  h e a r  of t h a t  o l d  h e a r t  
of you-rs ? l a y i n g  t r u a n t .  
Do no$ worry about ,  bu t  
thank t h e  Good God you 
s t i l l  have such an  organ 
t o  p l a y  on and keep t ime.  

F r .  Solanus  O.F.IJ. Cap. 

With l o v e  and w i t h  Chris tmas b l e s s i c g s  t o  a l l  
Comes t h e  I?Tii'&,?T once more t o  f r e e  u s  f r o n  sorrow. 

Whose ga rb  8nd Whose rrAe:i and. '#hose g e n t l e n e s s  c a l l  
To each h e a r t  and eech s o u l  f o r  a manger t ~ m o r r o w .  

Whose 3lr th  and Whose power and Whose wonders proc la im 
i-iin, xhe SO" OF TriE VIilGII: a s  p r o ~ s e d  of yore ;  

0 ! Nay Ire e s t r a a g e  u s  from s i n  mi tk  i t s  shame! - 
Aid reigrn i n  our h e a r t s  a s  His c r i b  evermcre. 

God inade me t o  Imam Flu, C ! Ghat  a b l e s s '  d aim! 
To l o v e  FIim and s e r v e  ;J im s u r e  r e s t s  i n  t h e  same. 

It  ' s EEAV3T 3EC;ISTLJ f o r  t h e  GHATmL'T, on e a r t h ;  - - 
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t !  ? ! ';ICiTST F;EMJXT i t s  worth. 

("ote from F e t h e r  Solanus  i n  Brooklyn. Dec. 1945 .) 

O r i g i n a l  i n  posses s ion  of:  

Edw. I?. Wollenweber 
12539 Nessmore 

U t i  ca , M I  . 48087 
( ~ e c .  1975 - 3 r o .  ~ e o . )  



The fo l lowing  is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t he  handwri t ten  o r ig -  
i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Autograph by Fa ther  Solanus on lower r i g h t  corner  of  a p i c t u r e  

taken a t  t h e  o f f i c e ,  S t .  Bonaventures,  D e t r o i t .  Wr i t t en  c .  1945. 

Only i n  Heaven can we 

be s a t i s f i e d  a s  be ing  

f u l l y  and r e a l l y  con- 

v e r t e d .  Therefore - 
i nc lud ing  the  above, 

poor F r .  Solanus - pray 

f o r  t he  conversion of 

s i n n e r s ,  - and t h a t  God 

send l a b o r e r s  i n t o  His 

Harve s t . 
( s )  Fr .  Solanus 

O.F.M. Cap, 



c .  1945 
The fo l lowing  is  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  by  
t h e  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Sol.anus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

( typed on a Christmas ca rd : )  

ALWAYS CHRISTMAS EVE. -- 
Nay - INFINITELY MOgE, FOR DAILY COMMUNICANTS 

With love and with Christmas g r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  
Comes t h e  I n f a n t  once more t o  f r e e  us from sorrow 

Whose s m i l e  and Whose power and Whose gen t l enes s  c a l l  
To each h e a r t  and each s o u l  f o r  a Manger Tomorrow; 

Whose l o v e  and whose goodness--Whose wonders proclaim 
H i m ,  t h e  Son of t h e  V i rg in ,  a s  Promised of yore . -  

O! may H e  e s t r a n g e  us from s i n  and i t s  shame!- 
And r e i g n  i n  our Hea r t ,  a s  H i s  c r i b  evermore! 

/s/ Fr .  Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap. 

(added i n  Fr . Solanus ' hand : ) 

l lChr i s t  wrought Redemption from d i s p a i r  and s i n  
Ey His dear Cross the clouds of g r i e f  were r i ven  
'T i s  Bethlem and Calvary t h a t  win, from 
Pain and Sorrow t h e  sweets of Heaven. 

(above fou r  l i n e s  quoted f rom: ) Rev. Fr  . Edward Casey 

( p r i n t e d  v e r s e  on ca rd : )  

AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER FIRSTBORN 
SON, AND WRAPPED HIM I N  SWADDLING 
CLOTHES, AND LAID HIM I N  A MANGER... (Luke 2 ,  7)  

added ve r se  b y  Fr .  Solanus)  
Ah!  The r e s t  of u s ,  on Calvary--  
Mary conceived under t h e  Cross--  
t h i r t y - t h r e e  years  l a t e r .  Glory t o  God! 
Peace t o  men of GOOD WILL. 

/s/ F r .  Solanus 



1946, Jan. 8 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

10:40 P . M .  
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

225 Jerome Street 
Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 

JAN 8, 1946 

Mrs. E. M. Barden, 
Detroit, Michigan. 

God bless you Mrs. Barden. Many thanks for your favor of 
the 6th-- your Son Rex's enrollment and the other poor 
sinner Solanus. Only when he gets to Heaven will he be 
fully converted.-- So keep on praying for him-- we'll pray 
for one another. . . 

Fr . Solanus, 0.F .M. Cap. 

Original in possess ion of: 

Mrs. E. M. Rarden 
36511 Jefferson Ct. 
Farmington Hills, MI. 48018 

Notarius 



1946, January  12 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a 
photo Copy of  t h e  handwr i t t en  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  of  God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

225 JEROME STREET 

BROOKLYN 7 ,  N.Y. 

January  12th 

Mrs. Verna O 'Nei l l  
4827 Edmonton Ave. 
D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 

Dear Mrs. 0 ' ~ e i l l :  

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I hope t h i s  f i n d s  
t h i n g s  b r i g h t e r  and improving wi th  you. Only To- 
n i g h t  d i d  1 g e t  t o  open and no t e  your f avo r  of  t h e  
8 t h .  

I have e n r o l l e d  your f a t h e r  and y o u r s e l f .  1 
hope f o r  t h e  b e s t  and t h a t  you may expe r i ence  a  de- 
c i d e d l y  s u r p r i z e .  

God b l e s s  you a l l  aga in  

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  Pos- 
s e s s i o n  o f :  

Mrs. Verna 0 ' ~ e i l l  
4547 Lau re l  Club Drive 
W. Bloomfield,  Mich. 48033 



ST. XI CE!AEL ' S CNJ3Ci-I 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  
Brooklyn 7 ,  N.  Y.  

Janlxaly 28th ,  1946 
Telephone - Applegate 7-2748 

Mrs. Ruth Dotson, 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

My d e a r  Mrs. Dotson: 

God b l e s s  jTOu az?d yours .  Many thalnks f o r  your  k ind  
f a v o r  of  l a s t  week. I an? sending t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  e t c . ,  under  s e p a r a t e  
cover .  

I am g lad  you t o l d  me of  t h e  handicapped l i t t l e  g i r l  
w i t h  t h e  b r a i n  tumor. And s i n c e  yov. g i v e  such d e t a i l s  o f  the p a r e n t s  
e t c . ,  I hope t h e  whole " t ragedyrt  may tu.rn t o  have been a b l e s s i n g  is d i s -  
g u i s e ;  v i z ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c h i l d  and a l l  concerned c l o s e r  t o  t h e  d e a r  Lord. 

I am g o i r g  t o  cop j  some n o t e s  I made on a c a s e  o f  
brain-tumor, t h e  c u r e  of  which I know about .  Th i s  ca se  came t o  my know- 
l e d g e  almost t h r e e  y e a r s  ago, when t v m  l a d i e s  came t o  t h e  Monastery O f f i c e  
on Kt. E l l i o t  Ave. i n  D e t r o i t ,  filichigan; Peb. 23rd,  1943. The e l d e r l y  of 
t h e  two in t roduced  t h e  younger: 

" .  . .Ths i s  Mrs. 'ii'heeler who i s  n o t  of  o u r  f a i t h  but  
i7hose husband i s  very s i c k  and she  would l i k e  t o  speak t o  you about  h i m . "  
N r s .  Wheeler was weeping. I asked h e r  w5at d n ~ o m i n a t i o n  they  belonged t o  
and she  answered: "Methodisz ." "Well, t h a r k  t h e  d e a r  Lord , I '  I answered, 
"we r e  both Chr i s t i a r i s ,  so  t h a t  i n  a wag you. belong t o  my f a i t h  anyhow 
because a f t e r  a l l  t h e r e  i s  only one C h r i s t i a n i t y  .!I 

"3~.t ir~nef, i s  s?-o t r m b l e ? l l  IfKy husband had a tvmor 
removed frcm his b r a i n  j u s t  a month ago today and j u s t  t h i s  morning they  
perforxed t h e  t h i r d  ope ra t ion  on h i m .  They g i v e  me very  l i t t l e  hope o f  
his recovery ." . . . ."I?cv/ Krs .  Wkeeier, I have a p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  you t o  
make." .... I t  was Tuesday. "You. make a promise t o  t h e  Good God i n  your  
ovm hones t  way t h a t  i f  your  himband g i v e s  t n e  d o c t o r s  a s u r p r i s e  tomorrow, 
o r  by t h e  end o f  the  week, you w i l l  be e a m e s t  about  f i n d i n g  ou t  f o r  your- 
s e l f ,  a t  l e a s t  something of  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  o r  b e t t e r  s a i d ,  something o f  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between your cienomtnztion a s  a Methodis t  and t h e  "Mother 
Church." I ' I t l l  do anyth ing  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  Lord," s h e  s a i d  weeping, "if 
H e ' l l  ofily s p a r e  my poor,  d e a r  husband." 
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M r s .  Ruth Dotson, D e t r o i t ,  L:ichF-g~.r-. 

The followi.rig F r i d a y  t h e  same tvjo l e d i e s  cameback q u i t e  
smi l ing  and with them a man wi th  3 s  Ilea2 a l l  shaven and one s i d e  q u i t e  
tape-up Whom Mrs. Wheeler in t roduced:  ". . . 3 L s  i s  ~ i y  husband,l'. . . . . .He 
had c e r t a i n l y  g iven  t h e  d o c t o r s  - Pee t  and %cod - of  t h e  Pya Arbor one of  
t h e  s u r p r i s e s  of t h e i r  l i f e ;  who t o g e t h e r  d e c l a r e d , a s  I have i t  i n  t h e  
s a l d  n o t e  " . .miraculoss  t h a t  a  p a t i e n t  should t a l k  normally f o u r  days 
a f t e r  such an  opera t ion ."  They had given  him a t  t h e  l o c g e s t  s i x  months 
t o  l i v e .  I gave Mrs. Wheeler a  copy of  t h e  "Conceptioar' of Mary, v i z ,  t h e  
f i r s c  book of t h e  "Myst ica l  C i t y  o f  God" by Venerable  Mother Mary of Agreda; 
t h a t  s h e  might l e a r n  something i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h e  august  Queen of  
Heaven o u r  Blessed  Mother Mary, that;  i n  t h i s  z t  l e a s t  s h e  might g e t  an  i d e a  
of how sad ly  t h o s e  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  wanting i n  t h e  out-s tanding f e a t u r e  of  
C l i r i s t i n a i t y ,  "Devotion t o  Mary," who know l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  of  t h e  same 
SIdSS'E3 NOTHBR OF GOD, save  t h a t  i n  g e n e r a l  she  was j u s t  t h e  Mother of  
Zesus .  ........... 

About a  y e a r  and a  h a l f  a f t e rwards ,  October 1 6 t h ,  s h e  
same t o  lament t h a t  h e r  husbalzd was n o t  a c t i n g  a s  h e  ought of l a t e .  I had 
n o t  seen  o r  heard  from them s i n c e  a week o r  s o  a f t e r  said su rp r i s e  v i s i t .  
I asked h e r  i f  s h e  had k e t p  h e r  promise -- and particularly about  t h e  
B l e s s e s  V i rg in .  She hung h e r  head and acknowledged s h e  had neg lec t ed  t o  
do s o .  A few n i g h t s  a f t e rwards  they  both came back and were seemingly 
qu.ite happy and s a t i s f i e d .  They had ev iden t ly  s t a r t e d  e a r n e s t l y  t o  keep 
the proroise she  and probably both had made. A t  a l l  events  h e  e s p e c i a l l y  
seexned e n t l i u s i a s t i c  about t h e  s a i d  3ook. Be surely looked a r d  seemed t o  
f e e l  happy. 

I have r o  doubt t h a t  if t h o s e  p a r e c t s  of  whom you wrote  
me - t h e  one bap t i zed  a C a t h o l i c  a t  l e a s t  and t h e  o t h e r ,  though good a t  
heart, with l i t t l e  o r  no f a i t h  - would wake up and t u r n  t o  t h e  Good God 
t h e y  would g e t  a happy s u r p r i s e .  I n  ca se  they  come t o  New York any t ime,  
I would be p l eased  t o  s e e  them, I n  t h e  meantime, we m i l l  hope and pray. 
God b l e s s  a l l .  

P r .  Solanus 

2 . .  I j u s t  remembered t h a t  p o s s i b l y  someone would l i k e  t o  go t o  s e e  t h e  
above mentioned Wheelers.  \Wen they  c a l l e d  orz n e  l a s t  y e a r ,  accord ing  t o  
my n o t e s ,  they  l i v e d  a t  686 1Canistique Ave., D e t r o i t .  
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The fo l lowing  Is a f s i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  photo 
copy of t he  handwri t ten  message /.>n r eve r se  of a  p r i n t e d  
acknowledgement Card by the  Servant  of God, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, O.F,TI.Cap. 

( P r i n t e d  Message) 

S t .  Michael ' s Church 

CAPUCHIN FRANCISCAN FATHERS 

225 JEROME STREET 

BROOKLYN 7 ,  N .  Y .  

Dear F r i end : . -  God b l e s s  you Mrs. Edw'd Wiethoff .  

Kind ly  accept  our  h e a r t f e l t  thanks f o r  your 
Mass o f f e r i n g .  The Masses w i l l  be s a i d  as  soon a s  
p o s s i b l e .  

With s i n c e r e  good wishes,  we beg t o  remain 

G r a t e f u l l y  yours ,. 

Capuchin F a t h e r s ,  

(Reverse - I n  F r .  Solanus '  handwri t ing)  

Jan. 31 ,  1946 

God b l e s s  you aga in  Mrs.Weithoff,  You may we l l  con- 
g r a t u l a t e  your se l f  and be consoled t h a t  your se l f  and your 
l a t e l y  deceased Mother have been c l i e n t s  of our  dea r  Bles- 
sed Mother Mary - under whatever t i t l e  -- f o r  whether a s  

"Mystica ~ o s e ' '  o r  Myst ica l  Ci ty"  she remains t h e  Blessed 
Mother of God and by H i s  d i v i n e  wisdom and power and mer- 
c i f u l  condiscent ion  b l e s sed  Mother of redeemed humanity, ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  our  b l e s sed  Mother too.  - - - 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t  - 
Fr. Solanus,  O.F,M,C. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f .  

Mrs. Mary Wiethoff 
14 158 Berwick Ave . 
Livonia ,  M I .  48 154 

i I i 
I 

!! !,: ,.-/ .L..-..- , ' *  ( b  L 

Rev. Charlas Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  typed  
o r i g i n a l  b y  t h e  S e r v a n t  of God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey ,  O.F.M, Cap. 

Miss Mi ld red  Maueal 
45 C a n d l e r  Ave. D e t r o i t ,  Mich igan ,  

My Dear Madam: M .  M. M . :  God b l e s s  you and y o u r s .  

I hope t h i s  f i n d s  your o u t - l o o k  b r i g h t e n i n g .  I j u s t  r e a d  
your l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 1 t h - - p a t h e t i c  indeed--and s u r e l y  d o  sympa th ize  
w i t h  you. Perhaps  I ought  r a t h e r  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on t h e  
u n u s u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  you a r e  o f  c o u r s e  i n c l i n e d  t o  l e a r n /  and which 
t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g  wor ld  must l o o k  upon a s  a  s a d  i n d i c a t i o n  of  
f a i l u r e .  

But 0: Why d i scouragement  a s  l o n g  a s  we have a  s p a r k  of 
f a i t h  l e f t ?  What d i f f e r e n t  view w e  g e t  by e x e r c i s i n g  and by 
f o s t e r i n g  t h e  " t r i u n e  v i r t u e  FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY! I n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e  " l i fe"  h e r e  i n  t h i s  wor ld  i s  s o  s h o r t - - c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s o  
momentary-- tha t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  one i s  i n -  
c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k :  ". . . A f t e r  a l l ,  what is t h e  d i f f e r e n ~ e ? ~ ~ - - ~ ~ l i f e ~ ~  
s o  s h o r t ,  t h a t  w o r l d l i n g s  a r e  s o  i n c l i n e d  t o  w o r s h i p  a s  t h e  
o n l y  LIFE--as e v e r y t h i n g  wor th .  

How i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  man can b e  s o  shal low-minded and  
s t i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  " r a t i o n a l " ?  

Your f a i l u r e ,  y e s ,  i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  weakness o f  some k i n d ,  
somewhere. B u t  i f  "The weak t h i n g  of t h i s  wor ld  h a t h  God chosen 
t o  confound t h e  s t r o n g  ....." a s  S t .  P a u l  s o  w o n d e r f u l l y  a s s u r e s  
us- -and t h e  h i s t o r y  of r e l i g i o n  abounds i n  examples and a l l  
c r e a t i o n  s a y s  Amen--then why e v e r  b e  d i s c o u r a g e d :  u n l e s s  i t  b e  
t h a t  our  f a i t h ,  more o r  less weakens? 

Why d e a r  s i s t e r ,  you ought  t o  r a t h e r  thank  God f o r  h a v i n g  
g i v e n  you such  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  hcmble y o u r s e l f  and such  a  
wonderful  chance  t o  f o s t e r  h u m i l i t y - - a n d  by t h a n k i n g  H i m  ahead  
o f  t i m e  f o r  whatever  c r o s s e s  H e  may d e i g n  t o  c a r e s s  you w i t h ,  
CONFIDENCE i n  H i s  wisdom. Conf idence  in God--the v e r y  s o u l  o f  
p r a y e r - - h a r d l y  comes t o  any poor s i n n e r  l i k e  w e  a l l  a r e ,  w i t h o u t  
t r i a l s  and h u m i l i a t i o n s ,  and  your f a i l u r e ,  though s i m p l e  and 
p o s s i b l y  s i n g l e ,  h a s  no  doubt  been q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  c r o s s ,  a t  l e a s t  
f o r  a " l i t t l e  s o u l "  t o  c a r r y .  T h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  v e r s e  I a m  s u r e  
w i l l  p rof  you t o  k e e p  i n  mind and  ought  h e l p  you f o s t e r  c o n f i -  
dence  i n  God. 



The f o l l o w i n g  is a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  typed  o r i g i n a l  
by  t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey,  O.F.M. Cap. 

M i s s  Mi ld red  Maueal , Page 2. page two 

"God condescends  t o  u s e  o u r  powers ,  If w e  don't spo i l  H i s  p l a n s  
by o u r s  . I 1  God's  p l a n s  a r e  a lways  f o r  t h e  best:  a lways  wonder fu l .  
But most e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t  and t h e  humble who t r u s t  i n  
H i m  a r e  H i s  p l a n s  unfa thomably  h o l y  and s u b l i m e .  

L e t  u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  weaken. L e t  u s  hope when d a r k n e s s  
seem t o  s u r r o u n d  u s .  L e t  us thank Him a t  a l l  t i m e  and under 
whatever  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Thank H i m  f o r  o u r  c r e a t i o n  and our  
e x i s t e n c e ,  Thank Him f o r  e v e r y  t h i n g - - f o r  H i s  p l a n s  i n  t h e  p a s t  
t h a t  b y  our s i n s  and our  want  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  and p a t i e n c e  h a v e  
s o  o f t e n  f r u s t r a t e d  and t h a t  H e  s o  o f t e n  found  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
change.  Let  u s  thank  H i m  f o r  a l l  H i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e - -  
fo r  t r i a l s  and h u m i l i a t i o n s  f o r  a s  w e l l  a s  got joys  and c o n s o l a -  
t i o n s ;  f o r  s i c k n e s s  and whatever  d e a t h  H e  may d e i g n  t o  p l a n ;  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  i n s p i r e d  P s a l m i s t  l e t  us  c a l l  a l l  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  
of  t h e  u n i v e r s e  t o  h e l p  u s  p r a i s e  a d o r e  and  H i m  Who i s  t h e  
D i v i n e  Beginning and t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  Good--the Alpha and t h e  
Omega. 



-4s o u r  h o l y  Kother  t h e  C h ~ ~ r c h  would seex  50 us esteem i t ,  might 
be d e f m e d  ss: "A c a l l  from Heaven on t h e  p a r t  of i ~ ~ i g h t y  God 
P i n s e l f  - t h e  e t e r n a l  Archi tecz  of  t h e  u n i v e r s e  - g e n t l y  i n c l i r i i n g  
and inv i l t i ng  t h e  i n d i v i t u a l  s o u l  t o  choose t h s t  s t h t e  of  l i f e  which, 
i n  I r i s  i n f i n i t e  wisdom and d i v i n e  s o l i c i t u d e ,  3 e  f o r e s e e s  t o  be 
b e s t  adepted t o  i t s  pe r sone l  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n , a n d ,  conseq-uentlgr most 
conducive a t  once t o  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  s o u l s  ('l.siai?ity) and t h e  
e t e r n a l  g l o r y  of  Zeaven I t s e l f .  

A s  o u r  h o l y  Notlier t h e  Zhurch would seer, t o  heve u s  regard  i t ,  i s  
a  c a l l  from I-IEATm:T on t h e  p a r t  o f  GOD 131t:SXLP, i n v i t i n g  t h e  i n d i -  
v i d u a l  s o u l  t o  choose t h a t  s t a t e  of  l i f e  o r  profess ior t  whicli, i n  . 
-11s d i v i n e  wisciom 2 e  f o r e s e e s  w i l l  be most cofiducive t o  the s a n c t i t y  
and t h e r f o r e ,  peace and happiness of  t h e  soul i t s e l f  

A s  o u r  holy biother t h e  Church would seen  t o  have u s  r egs rd  i t ,  i s  a 
c a l l  from Z-XAVX on t h e  p r t  of  G O 3  'IC1LSLw i:icli;rling sad i n v l t i n g  
t h e  i n d i y i d u a l  s o u l  t o  choose t h s t  s t a t e  of l i f e  o r  p r o f e s s i o n  
viluch, i n  "is i n f i n i t e  wisdom, 3 e  f o r e s e e s  w i l l  be n o s t  conducive 
t o  i t s  own s a n c t i t y  and, consequent ly,  b e s t  a d q t e d  t c  t h e  promotion 
of .-:is d i v i n e  g l o r y  and t h e  ShXTA?IOT\' OP X?,iAT:ITY. 

T h i l e  such a  c e l l  i s  undoubtedly o f f e r e d  t o  every boy a ~ i d  g i r l  end 
msy, t h e r e f o r e ,  / app l i ed  t o  the s p e c i a l  g r a c e s  whereb;. t h e  ihv2ae 
Lover of s o u l s  p repa res  snd i n c l i n e s  each one f o r  lxis p a r t i c u l a r  
s t a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  - i n e ~ ~ d i n g  ho ly  ~ a t r i m o n y  - t h e  term "vocat ion1t  
i s  u s u a l l y  understood t o  r e f e r  r e t h e r  t o  t h e  n o r e  ou t s t and ing  
s t a t i o n s :  l i k e  

Yfhile such a  c a l l  i s  undoubtedly o f f e r e d  every boy and g i r l  - every 
i n d i v i p a l  a b l e  t o  thinlk - end my, t h e r z f o r e  be app l i ed  t o  t h e  
spec i sp  t r a d e s  whereby t h e  Div ine  Lover of  s o u l s  i n c l ~ n e s  snd pre- 
p a r e s  each one f o r  ids s t s t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  - h o l y  metrixolljr i nc luded  - 
tk*e term,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  I n  u s u e l l y  i s  u s u a l l y  used i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  more o u t s t a n d i n  arid iri a  wey xr,ore d i f f icu . l t  s t a t i o r s ,  f o r  example, 
t h e  Iioly P r i e s t -  t o  be a  p r i e s t ,  a  r e l i g i o u s ,  a n  

' J h i l e  t h e  t e r n ,  t ' irocatio2t '  mar r e a l l y  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  
g r a c e s  whereby t h e  3evi i ie  Lov5r of  Sou l s  p repa res  anti i n c l i n e s  sach 
in r l i v idua l  f o r  les s t a t e  of  l i f e  i n  t n e  c o r i ~ m i t y  - i n c l u d i n g  h o l y  
xist rimony - n e v e r t h e l e s s  

7M.le  such a c a l l  - more o r  l e s s  c l e a r l y  i s  s u r e  t o  come t o  eve r  boy 
and g i r l  v,ilrlo f i g u r e s  s t  a l l  on whst they  ought t o  do f o r  God and 
t h e i r  ne ighbcr ;  because i n  3 s  i n f i n i t e  goodness 1iirr;ighty God 



The following is a faithful transcription of the typed notes by 
the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ATHEISM. 

As to the other--the climax of irreligion and of plasphmey-- 
atheism: Webster rightly gives just its first meaning in its 
right place: "Denial of God's existence pr refusal to believe 
in Him. Then he goes on for a quzzter of a colemn with learned 
expoanations and references, a l l  good as far as they go; but 
Webs ter 

As to the otheher;-the climax of irreligion and of blasphemy- 
Atheism: Webster first and rightly gives the plain, simple meaning 
of the word: "The denial of God's existence or; refusal to 
believe in Him.?' Then he goes on with learned references of a 
quarter of a column, interesting in its way. But as refered 
to above, Webster himself seems lame in his grasp of reliqion 
and, like the big majority of the Hon. members of our Suprem 
Court, without a proper conception of what religion really means, 
can not possibly have a proper conception of the real monstrosity 
of atheism. Otherwise he as well as the Supreme Court would 
never make so little of religion or let atheism--its would-be 
destruction--of so easy. 

Atheism is the climax of intellectual and moral insanity 
--the hopeless conclusion and desperate refuae at once of shallow 
thinking, of degenerate minds and of d a m  fools. No other their 
prime leader than Lucifer himself, --himself the prince out- 
standing of diabolical deceivers, and by God's permission, dicta- 
tor in Hell 's kingdom. 

( On another  s h e e t  ) c .  1946 

To every  normally t h ink ing  mind, a the ism,  by i i s  v e r y  n a t u r e  has  
always been cons idered  noth ing  l e s s  than  a  blasphmous sugges t ion  of  the  
d e v i l .  Th i s ,  however, does no t  e x a c t l y  c a p  t h e  monster .  For whereas 
man's purpose a s  a r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e ,  is  t o  recognize  and t o  know h i s  
Crea to r ,  so a s  t o  be ab le ,  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  t o  love H i m ,  c o n f i d e n t l y  t o  
hope i n  H i m  and g r a t e f u l l y  t o  s e r v e  H i m ,  t h i s  monster a the ism,  by t ry -  
i ng  t o  weaken b e l i e f  i n  God and the  s u p e r n a t u r a l  and rob u's e n t i r e l y  
of  ho ly  f a i t h  i n  Almighty God, would poison and n i h i l i z e  eve ry th ing  per- 
t a i n i n g  t o  t h e s e  v i r t u e s  s o  e s s e n t i a o  t o  man's happiness ,  by b l i n d i n g  
us t o  t h e i r  d i v i n e  Source and b razen ly  denying the  ve ry  e x i s t e n c  of a  
Crea to r .  



The fol lowing i s  a  faiLhfu?. t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  typed no te  by the  
Servant  of  God, F r .  Solsaus Casey , O.i?,M.Cap. 
( typed on the  margin of a simeographed copy - t i t l e d  Very Ser ious  
Words, a message of our  Lord t o  Padre P io )  - 
NOTE : 

Does no t  the  fo l lowing ,  i n  f ace  o f  t he  growing immorality and i t s  
f e a r f u l l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  climax atheism, remind one of  t he  awful con- -- 
d i t i o n s  and p r e d i c t i o n s  immediately preceding the  g r e a t  Deluge of 
Noe's time and aga in ,  s e v e r a l  gene ra t ions  l a t e r ,  the  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of Sodom and Gomorrha and t h e i r  being swallowed up i n  t h e  Dead Sea? 
See a l s o  on r e a r  page a  d e f i n i t i o n  of a the ism the  climax of 
s t u p i d i t y .  

Notes of  F r .  Solanus Casey were typed on back page 

To every  normally th ink ing  mind, a theism, t he  
p rog res s ive  sc i ence  has always been recognized a s ,  

- r e f e r r e d  t o  above: 

ve ry  a n t i t h e s i s  of noble ,  
by i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e ,  a  b l a s -  

phemous sugges t ion  of the  d e v i l .  This ,  however, does no t  e x a c t l y  cap such a 
monster a s  we s h a l l  show p r e s e n t l y ,  God w i l l i n g .  I f  we f i r s t  have an i d e a  of 
t he  primary and immediate purpose of a the ism toge the r  wi th  an knowledge whence 
i t  comes, a s  above, i t  w i l l  no t  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  something of i t s  
p e r v e r s i t y .  

The d i r e c t  and immediate o b j e c t  of a theism, i n  t he  des igns  of Sa tan ,  i s  
t o  weaken b e l i e f  i n  the s u p e r n a t u r a l  and t o  rob s o u l s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e - g i v i n g  
f a i t h  i n  Almighty God. I n  o t h e r  words, Begotten i n   ell's h a t r e d  of God and 
i n  i t s  coniving envy of mankind, a theism, by bo ld ly  denying the  ve ry  e x i s t e n c e  
of God would n i h i l i z e  the  ve ry  i d e a  of  s u p e r n a t u r a l  v i r t u e ;  and thus  b r i n g  
man down, no t  on ly  t o  t he  l e v e l  of the  bru te-beas t  bu t  unspeakably below such 
a  l e v e l ;  because, whereas t tebru te-beas t  has  never  been endowed wi th  the facul -  
t y  of hoping of b e l i e v i n g  i n  anyth ing ,  e s p e c i a l l y  above the  senses ;  whi le  the  
ve ry  s o u l  of happiness  f o r  t he  r a t i o n a l  man, c o n s i s t s  i n  con f iden t  hope of what 
f a i t h  a s s u r e s  him i s  coming t o  him. 

Atheism, t h e r e f o r e ,  (as  a  sugges t ion )  aims a t  the  ve ry  sources  of  mans' 
happiness ,  temporal and e t e r n a l .  Hence the  d e f i n i t i o n :  

Atheism, t o  every  normally th ink ing  mind, i s  by i t s  ve ry  n a t u r e ,  a b l a s -  
phemous sugges t ion  of the  d e v i l ,  and the  "omega" (Climax),  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 
moral i n s a n i t y ;  i s  a t  once the  hopeless  conclus ion  and the  despe ra t e  re fuge  
of shal low th ink ing ,  of degenera te  minds and - lamentably - of damned f o o l s ;  
none t h e i r  primary l e a d e r  o t h e r  than  L u c i f e r  h imse l f ,  the  r ep roba te  p r ince  of 
d i a b o l i c a l  d e c e i v e r ' s  and, by God' permission,  ch i e f  d i c t a t o r .  

R~V! Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1946,  March 7 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHXRCH 
225 Jercme S t r e e t  

Brooklyn 7 ,  N.Y.  
Mar. 7 ,  1946 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. John Beaman 

A thousand thanks f o r  your good wishes and your favor  j u s t  
no ted ,  We'll pray f o r  you and hope t h i n g  go b e t t e r  wi th  
your husband, John and w i l l  a l l .  

P ra i sed  be Je sus  C h r i s t !  

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t  

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap. 

1946, December 3 

On a  Seraphic  Mass Assoc ia t ion  Card F r .  Solanus wrote t h e  f o l -  
lowing : 

M r .  & Mrs. John Beaman 
f o r  God's ho ly  guidance 

Dec. 3 r d ,  1946 
God bless  you Mrs. Seaman. Nothing more p r a c t i c a l  t o  please 
the Lord than  prayers  and enro l lment  f o r  t h e  h e l p l e s s  i n  
Purga tory .  

Fr .  Solanus 

1951, June 6 

The fol lowing i s  a  typed message on a card w r i t t e n  perhsps by 
h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

HUNTINGTON, LNDIABA 

June 6 ,  1951 

Dear Fr iend ,  

Thank you f o r  your  l e t t e r  and the  donat ion  f o r  t h e  e n r o l l -  
ment. f s e n t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  Wilfred.  May God b l e s s  you, We 
w i l l  remember jou i n  our  p raye r s .  

G r a t e f u l l y  yours in the  Sacred Hear t  

F r .  S3lanus, O.F.M. Cap. 



The following is a faithful transcript 
of the typed original by the Servant of 
God, Father Solmus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. MICEAEL'S CHURCH 
225 Jerome S t r e e t  

Brooklyn, N, Y ,. 

March 12% 1946 

D r .  W i Z l i a n  Koch. 
Near Deaconess E o s p i t a l .  
E a s t  J e f f e r s o n  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. 

Dear Doctor Koch: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I do hope your  are w e l l  and 
a b l e  t o  smi le  a t  a t  your  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  enemies - i n  
s o  many c a s e s  p e r v e r t e r s  of t r u t h  and j u s t i c e .  

1 received your  kind favos through S i s t e r  Mary Clarissa 
or" tho  Guarciian Angels '  Eoae, about two weeks ago; for 
which ... many thanks, I was hoping  t o  g e t  a chance t o  
w r i t e  you a r e a l l y  worth while l e t t e r .  But t h e  l c n g e s  
I wate ,  i t  would seem t h e  far the:^ I get fron a "Let upt' 
in correspondence. So I 'xre deci8.d t o  x r i t e  you b r i e f l y ,  
at Least for the p r e s e n t ,  

O f  course  I a m  cot; surprised th:it- t h e y  are t r y i n g  again 
to make t r o u b l e  f o r  you. I ZP s u r e  ycu have been %ore 
o r  less expecting i t .  This I concluded froa what has  
gone before .  

But dear Doctor: p ~ r h a p s  the dear Lord is expecting 
something t h a t  you are no$ regarding .  6 s  t i m e  goes 
on X Ern convinced t h a t  we poor m o r t a l s  are q u i t e  alike 
i n  many ways. For example, we are n a t u r a l l y  i n c l i n e d  
J- U C I  ~ i n i m i z e  t'ne knportance of  the s p i r i t u a l  and t h e  
e k e r n a l  and to over - ra te  the  physical. and t h e  temporal  
- t h e  l a t t e r  at t h e  c o s t  of t h e  formr. Rence t h e  Good 
God, often i n  His mercy, sends somethi.ng - a t  l e a s t  
permits i t  - to come t o  us f o r  the purpose of waking 
u s  up, l e s t  we f o r g e t  the f i n a l  purpose o f  o u r  e x i s t -  
ence as rational c r e a t u r e s ,  v i z ,  t o  know our CXEATOX 
and,  i n  l o v e  and s e r v i c e  t o  blend our  existence with 
H i s  for a l l  eternity, 



1946, March 12 
Page T-do 

Dr. William Koch 

Of c o u r s e ,  I know t h a t  you have been doing  a l o t  of 
charity-work t h e s e  p a s t  y e a r s  and I have thanked God 
t o  s e e  it. It indicates t o  me at least, t ha t  you 
have more f a i t h  and more c h a r i t y  than  many would l i k e  
t o  concede, A f t e r  a l l ,  however, r i g h t l y  ordered  
c h a r i t y  beg ins  a t  hone. That means, i n  my f i g u e r i n g  
a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  and f o s t e r i n g  i n  our  own 
i n d i v i d u a l  h e a r t s  and s o u l s  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s  
o f  faith, hope and charity - essentially one v i r t u e .  
I n  o t h e r  words I night sqy it meacs for ne p e r s o n a l l y ,  
t h a t  I should s t r i v e  c o n t i n u a l l y  t o  l e a r n  more and 
more about God ny C r e a t o r ,  about God a s  m y  R c d e e ~ e r ,  
about God my S a n c t i f y e r .  Because i n  o n l y  as much as 
I know anyth ing  can I a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  I n  on ly  as much 
as I know a good person can 1 l o v e  him. Herein God 
Himself will be no except ion ,  H e  wants, therefore, 
t o  be known i n  o r d e r  that H e  m a y  Se i n t e l l i g e n t 3 . y  
loved,  There fo re ,  the  catechism p u t s  knowledge of 
God first: "God ma52 me t o  know Him; which msans and 
i n c l u d e s  all t h e  r e s t  - t o  love  H i m  and s e r v e  H i m .  
Hence the  l i t t l e  ve rses ,  which I think you will like. 
Let  them be a simple cocc lus ion ,  

Bev, Charles Dillen, cci.e.m. t g 9  
Notarius 



God made me t o  h o w  H i m .  O !  What a  b l e s s ' d  aim! 

To love 3im end serve E m  s u r e  rests  i n  t h e  same. 

I t  s Eeaven begm f o r  the p a t  eTu-1 on eear th .  -- 
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h  ! ? ! Highest !leaven i t s  ;vcrth. 

God Zimselr" i s  t h e  reward even h e r e  below 

(though only a s  a  shadow, comparatively) . 

B u t  dea r  Doctor Koch: what I wa9ted t o  propose f o r  you i s  something like 
this. You have shown q u i t e  a i n t e r e s t  i n  the one g r e a t  sc i ence  
necessary  Tor r e a l  contentment iri this world and f o r  supe rna tu ra l  hope i n  
the l i f e  awai t ing  u s  beyond the 



The following i s  a faithful trmscriptier! 
of the typed original by the Senant  of 
God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

1946, March 17 

March 17b 1946. 

D r .  W i l l i a m  Koch. 
East J e f f e r s o n  Ave. , 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. 

Ky Dear Doctor Koch: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I do hope you a r e  w e l l  - 
and by t h i s  t ime a b l e  t o  smi le  a t  your poor i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  enemies: i n  s o  many cases  p e r v e r t e r s  of 
justice. a n d  t r u t h .  Poor enemies! because i n  sad 
p a r t  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  - a t h e i s t i c  - l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than  
f 001s. 

I rece ived  your  k ind  f zvo r  through S i s t e r  Mary 
Clarissa of the Guardian Angel Convent. This  was 
s e v e r a l  weeks ago it seems, t o ,  a e  and I s u r e l y  
want/thank you f o r  y o i x  g e n e r o s i t y .  I wanted t o  
w i g h t  you a worth-while letter and f i n a l l y  %-day 
for t h e  f i r s t  t ime I n  s e v e r a l  months a m  I "out  of 
t h e  woods" w i t h  ny urgen t  l e t t e r s .  Thanks be t o  
God f o r  eve ry th ing ,  

S i s t e r  t o l d  m e  of y o u r  s a i d  enemies, aga in  t r y i n g  
t o  make t r o u b l e  f o r  you, and asked f o r  r a y e r s  f o r  
your  guidance. O f  course  I an always g lad  t o  hear 
o f  you and get such reques .  I know you have need 
of prayers .  Who i n  t i s  world d o n ' t  need them ? 
And t h i s ,  I might say  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  one whose 
a b i l i t i e s  azd whose work b r i n g s  him i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
s o  rnany t e p t a t i o n s  and such oppos i t ion  as does you r s .  
I know t o o  t h a t  you do much f o r  t h e  community t h a t  
men know l i t t l e  o r  nothing about - o f t e n  a r e  l o t h e  
t o  acknowledge, o r  t o  b e l i v e .  

However, d e a r  Doctor Koch: I have beec wondering 
if there i s  rut- something e l s e  t h a t  our  d e a r  Lord 
nay be expec t ing  t o  s e e  you do for* Him; v i z ,  rnore 
e a r n e s t n e s s  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t k e  " insurence  of 
your  own s o u l ' s  s a l v a t i o n " .  C h a r i t y  i s  always good; 
always t o  be commended and f o s t e r e d .  But a f t e r  a l l ,  
r i g h t l y  ordered  c h a r i t y  beg ins  a t  home. To my mind 
t h a t  means i t  skoul-d begin r i g h t  i n  o n e ' s  own h e a r t  - 
t o  Se p r a c t i c a l ,  i3 my own sou l .  



1946, March 1 7  

D r .  William Koch 
Page Two 

But i f  t h e  primary o b j e c t  of my c r e a t i o n  and my ex i s t ence  
a s  a  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  i s  t o  know my Crea to r ,  and t h i s ,  
i n  o rde r  t h a t  I may be a b l e  t o  love H i m  and s e r v e  Him, 
and f i n a l l y  by cooperat ing wi th  H i s  g race ,  blend my 
e x i s t e n c  wi th  His i n  e t e r n a l ,  unspeakable g l o r y ;  then 
my f i r s t  o b l i g a t i o n ,  my f i r s t  c h a r i t y  i s  t o  f u l f i l  
my o b l i g a t i o n  of g r a t i t u d e  t o  my Creator  by t r y i n g  
as  b e s t  I may t o  recognize My C r e a t o r / t h a t  thus ,  I 
may i n t e l l i g e n t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  and some way manifes t  
a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  I n  o the r  words, reason i t s e l f  and 
g r a t i t u d e  f o r  my c r e a t i o n  - g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  "next 
t o  i n f i r i t e  m a n i f e s t a t i o m o f  God my Creator 's/wisdom 
and power and goodness and lovel'/demands t h a t  I 
r e a l l y  ought make t h e  sc ience  of my r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
Him, my Creator  and God - t h e  primary and t h e  out -  
s tanding  bus iness  of a l l  my f a c u l t i e s ,  i n  a l l  p laces  
and a t  a l l  s t a g e s  of my r a t i o n a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

Perhaps someone w i l l  wonder i f  t h e r e  i s  such a  s c i e n c e .  
Well, i f  t h e r e  be no such s c i e n c e ,  then I would say 
t h e r e  can be no r a t i o n a l  c rea turas  e i t h e r .  Because 
t h e  very f i r s t  and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
a s  I f i g u r e ,  i s  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  favors  r ece ived .  And 
s i n c e  the  very f i r s t  f avor  any c r e a t u r e  can r e c e i v e  
i s  i t s  c r e a t i o n  and c r e a t u r e  can(not) come i n t o  ex i s t ence  
o f  i t s e l f  



1946, Apr i l  5 

A p r i l  5 t h  1946. 

D r .  f i l l i a m  2oci1. 
2 a s t  2 e f f  e r s o ~ i  Ave~me 
J e t r o i t ,  Ilyichiga;:. 

God b l e s s  you a:ld yours.  

I d o  hope f i a t  you a r e  wel l ;  and t h a t  by this 
t i n e  you a r e  ab le :  a s  o m e  before ,  t o  smi le  a t  t h e  
see-mi::gldr despe ra te  e f f o r t s  of  your r e a l l y  p i t t y a b l e ,  
i i i t e ~ ~ ~ a t i o n a l  e'-ieni es . li",tyabl, because s o  f r e q u e ~ ~ t -  
l y  p e r v e r t e r s  of  j u s t i c e  aild t r u t h .  Xo doubt you kave 
bee:_?- w o ~ ~ d e r i n g  a t  my siiezlce a:id seeroi:;gly wart  of 
appreciat ior . /  your gec5rous f avor  of s z v a r a l  weeks ago. 
I f e e l  t h a t ,  were my f a i l u r e  t o  ackiowled same t o  
coiti;:ue mluch longer  soneoze -might ev=i be sca:?dalized. 
' d o t  t h a t  I have f a i l e d  t o  remember your ki::driess a::d 
c h a r i t y  o r  t h a t  I :lave not  made e f f o r t s  t o  w r i t e  yox; 
but I warted t o  g e t  somethag  t o  you t h z t  would be 
r e a l l y  worth whi le ,  and th.at  t akes  time. 

13esides a11 tl-iis d e a r  Qoctor ;  t h e r e  has  been 
somet:ii:~g e l s e  i n  xy a ind  I wasced t o  g e t  i t  i r i to  
ycurs: v i z ,  t o  g e t  you t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  tne re  i s  v e q  
likely someti-xir-g 

(unf in ished 3 r a f t )  



1946, May 20th 

The following is a faithful transcription 
of a photo copy of a brief message on a 
Seraphic Mass Association Card by the Ser- 
vant of Gad, Father Solanus Casey,O.F.M.Cap. 

Mrs. Catherine Ravine 

- f o r  speedy recovery, 

God willing --- 

May 20th - 1946 
God bless you Mrs. Ravine 

Do n o t  worry too much. 

We'll pray and trust in God. 

F r .  Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

The Original in possession of: 

Mrs. Catherine Ravine 
9 182 Bishop 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 48224 



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of 1",45, Nay 22 
the  typed  ca rbon  by the  Servant ~f God, 
F a t h e r  So l anus  Casey,  O.F.M. Cap. 

9 
E s s  B e l l e  Lyke 
26 W. Oneida S t . ,  
Oswiego, Kew York 

Dear  Y l s s  Lyke: 

God b l e s s  you and y o u r s .  I h o p  this f i n d s  you w e l l  
and that- the, "k ind  of  n f x u p f '  caused  bp- my t r a a s f e r  
h i t h e r ,  e t a ,  Eay n o t  be 59 p a v e  as t o  be  i n s u s x o u n t -  
able. 

F i r s t  I want t o  thank ziou f o r  yo~;.x c o n s t a n t  z e a l  in 
t h e  work of t h e  poor  f o r ~ i g n  Missions as m a n i f e s t  
frolr?. t h e  rezL;q l a u d a b l e  n u x b e r  o f  enroi l . r?ents  r e c e i v e d  
frorn you t h e s e  p a s t  yea?$. Eowe7,~er, w h i l e  Z have seen 
y o u r  nanie qv- i t e  o f t e n ,  I have ber-1.1 force b j ~  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
t o  r e l y  very much on other.: to keep up ~p correspondence 
and ~ c k n o w l $ d g e n e n t  s. 

1Jotably e v e r  s i n c e  $hey took n;e in t h e  ambulacce t o  t h e  
T iosp i ta l  where I remained f o r  n i n e  weeks,  That  was a 
c o u p l e  of yeam back  and Por about  sex months f o l l o w i n g  
3: was a b l e  t o  do very L i t t l e .  I m n t  t o  t h e  Plonastery- 
o f f i c e ;  ye s ,  b u t  even a f t e r  I was w e l l  on my f e e t  
agzi.2, t h e r e  were so zany callers t h a t  I had t o  give 
p e r s o n a l  a t t e c S i o n  t o ,  tht/  I workec f ~ r  18 h o u r s  a 
dag - as was sometimes t?le c a s e  - I c o u l d  n o t  a t t z n d  
t o  or?e q m ~ t e r  of  zy per: ;02al  l e t t e r s .  ...,,, 
S i n c e  m y  t s a n s f  exa iC::ox S t .  Sonaventure  ' s my p e r s o n a l  
c a l l e r s  Lave been by rjr means a s  heavy; though my 
l e t - b e r s  - n o s s i b l y  b e c r u s e  I havc t o  t a k e  caTe o f  
them m y s e l i  - s e e z  a teavg as ever; acd SOU can imsgine 
how I z p p r e c i a t e  i t  t o  have someone l i k e  one o f  t h e  
B r o t h e r s  o r  Fathers i n  D e t r o i t  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  generous  
a s s i s t e n c e  i r  t h e  work t h a * ,  even w i t h  such h e l p ,  o f t e n  
k e e p s  m e  - with o t h e r  ducies - f rom 5 O'cl a.m. 11 p.m. 



1946, May 22 
Page  !Two 

Miss Bel le  Lyke 

B r o t h e r  Leo anC B r ,  R u f i n  and Er. Gerard and o f t e n  
o n e  o r  the o t h e r  Rev. 'ather haTe helped me thus.  
After a l l ,  as long as the  wonderful work is &one 
and it goes to the s e e  headquarters, what 's  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  who coes It. 

That Beavez i s  p leaeed  with t he  work of t h e  Associ- 
a t i o n  and you Prozoterbs  have mig'ne~ b i g  share i n  the  
mer r i t  - ought to be n a n i f e s t  from the number 2nd 
o f t e n  t h e  astonishing natuve  and nagnitude of  the  
favors w e  have repor ted  as thrin t3e same grea t  
s o u r c e  o f  Slessinzs. Thanks zn6 glory to God! 

Regre t t i n s  o u r  f2 . i luse  and hop icg  t h a z  this zag be 
a t  least; nearly sati sfactox.=; I ' o zg  t o  r e x a i n ,  

Sincerely and Gra%ef ully Yours ,  

IE Christ - The divine Plaster Missioner, 

i i C 

- LL+U~-.~ - - <. 

Rev. Charles DiJIsn, c.i.c.m. 



1946 ,  J u n e  2 1  

The f o l l o w i n g  is  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by  t h e  S e r v a n t  of Gcx2, Fa the r  Sn lanus  Casey ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

SERAPHIC MASS ASSOCIATION 
f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  

The Capuchin F o r e i g n  Miss ions  

J u n e  2 1 s t ,  1946 

Dear F r i e n d s  of t h e  M i s s i o n s -  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph  G e r a c i .  God 
b l e s s  you and y o u r s .  

( f o l l o w i n g  i s  a p r i n t e d  message . )  

May t h e  Lord  g i v e  you His peace!  

I wish t o  thank  you s i n c e r e l y  f o r  your k i n d  alms f o r  t h e  
Capuchin F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n s .  I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p r a y e r s  of  t h e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  w i l l  a s c e n d  t o  t h e  Throne of  God f o r  your w e l f a r e .  

- The c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  e n r o l l m e n t  a r e  i n c l o s e d  h e r e w i t h .  

G r a t e f u l l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

( s i g n e d )  F r ,  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 
P r a i s e d  b e  J e s u s  C h r i s t !  

( h a n d w r i t t e n )  

Many t h a n k s  f o r  your f a v o r  of J u n e  1 2 t h  
P r a i s e d  b e  J e s u s  C h r i s t  

ove r  

( o t h e r  s i d e )  

J u n e  2 1 s t  1946  P r a i s e d  be J e s u s  C h r i s t  

God b l e s s  you Dear Mrs. G e r a c i .  Yes, Mrs. G e r a c i ,  Your l e t t e r  
t o  Brooklyn was f o r w a r d e  t o  m e  s h o r t l y .  Noted t h e  h o l y  Masses 
a s  r e q u e s t e  and d o  t r u s t  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  comes a c c o r d i n g  t o  
God's h o l y  d e s i g n s .  How wonderful  a r e  His ways--and H i s  mercy i s  
above a l l  H i s  works. B l e s s e d  b e  H i s  d i v i n e  Prov idence!  

F r .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

Rev. C::=~~CS C i k 3 ,  ~ . i . ~ . m ~  
r-s tc:ius 

I77 



The f o l l o w i n g  is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  typed  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey,  O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. FELIX F R I A R Y  
Route 8 

HUNTINGTON, I N D I A N A  

Dear Mrs. G e r a c i ,  

Thank you f o r  t h e  k i n d  f a v o r  of  August 26, which 
has  been r e c o r d e d  as  you d e s i r e d .  I s h a l l  remember you 
and your s i s t e r ,  Nora, i n  my p r a y e r s ,  and I hope t h a t  
t h e  Lord w i l l  give you b o t h  s t r e n g t h  and courage  t o  live 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  God no m a t t e r  what o p p o s i t i o n  may rise up 
a g a i n s t  you. 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 



The f o l l o w i n g  is a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  p r i n t e d  message 
cornposed by t h e  S e r v a n t  cf Gnd, Father  Solanus  Casey,  O.F.M. Cap. 
and s i g n e d  by him. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY INDIANA 

Dear Mrs. G e r a c i ,  

Many thanks  f o r  your a p p r e c i a t e d  f a v o r  d u l y  r e c e i v e d  and 
n o t e d .  May our dea r  Lord b l e s s  you and yours  and g i v e  you H i s  
h o l y  peace!  W e  s h a l l  always deem i t  a p r i v i l e g e  t o  comply w i t h  
such  r e q u e s t s .  W e  hope t h a t  our  e f f o r t s  w i l l  b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
How wonderful ,  i n  t h e  promotion of mutual  and common c h a r i t y ,  
t h a t - - n e x t  t o  our  happy dependence on AlmightyGod H i m s e l f - - H e  
h a s  made us m u t u a l l y  dependent  a l s o  on one a n o t h e r .  And, i n c i -  
d e n t a l l y ,  what a  m a r v e l l o u s l y  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t y  we'd have h e r e ,  
and what an  i d e a l  wor ld  t o  l i v e  i n  i f  we'd a l l  keep i n  mind 
t h e  a s s u r a n c e  of J e s u s ,  "What you have done t o  t h e  least of my 
b r e t h r e n  you have  done t o  m e . "  

Assur ing  you of our p r a y e r s ,  w e  remain,  

G r a t e f u l l y  y o u r s ,  

F r .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 



The fo l lowing  i .s  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscr i ; : t ion  
of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant of 
God, F a t h e r  Solanus  Casey, 0.2.Me C a p .  

1946,  Ju ly  1' 

Officer Walter McCLellan. 
13356 Manning Ave. 
g e t r o i t  , Plichigan. 

My Ilear Friend: 

God bless you and y o u r s ,  - every  thing t h z t  i n t e r e s t  
you worthwhile,  

I unders tand you a r e  once more i n  t r o u b l e  - as 
years ago when we two first met, you took t h e  p led  e 
and,  as I though t ,  w e  becarre pretty good f r i e n d s .  ?Not?) 

I have o f t h e n  thought  of you Walter KzClel lan ,  
s i n c e  t h a t  night when you took t h e  pledge and,  thank 
God you kep t  i t ,  Maay a time, however, I have wondered 
i f  " b i g  W. Mack" e v e r  t r i e d  t o  r e a l i z e  i n  any way what 
he has been missing I n  r e f u s i c g  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  RELIGION 
an4 i n  G a d ,  an& i n  failing t o  f o s t e r  f z i t h  i n  JE-US 
C h r i s t ,  I a m  s u r e  Walter w e ~ l d  be q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t ,  
a l t o g e t h e r  h a p p i e r  mzn i f  he on ly  had t h e  F a i t h :  - Ah! - t h a t  f a i t h  which down t h e  c e n t u ~ i e s  has  been t h e  
c o n s o l a t i o n  and the s t a y  of uncounted m i l l i o n s .  O f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  v e r y  fact t h a t  I respect  you as I d o ,  ought 
t o  be proof s u f f i c i e n t  t h a t  I arn conf iden t  you can no t  
be  a r e a l  s t h e i s t ,  - except  gossibly such a one as have 
been heard  t o  thank God f c l r  t h e i r  a theism. ! For  as a  
m a t t e r  of f a c t  Wal te r ;  i n  m y  opinion t h e r e  can h m d l y  
be any t h i n g  worse for t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  f o r  s o c i e t y  
than atheism; - no th ing  more p o s i t i v e l y  opposed t o  
r i g h t  reason and hope, che very soul of t e r r e s t i a l  
h q p i n e s s .  

Hence,  t h e  f e a r f u l  d . e f i n i t i o n  t o  fo l low 
shortly. 3 u t  f i r s%,  - Think of it! -- 

i I , ' I  

1 L ,~,i-*.-;\% - .; J t/~,< -..----.-----..-.--- & '- 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. /bJO 
Koteri-.:s 



1946, July 1 
Page llwo 

Officer Walter McCiellan 

i f  "Gra t i tude  f o r  favors rece ived  is one of t h e  
very f i r s t  and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  o? i n t e l l i g e n c e "  
and i f  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  b e n e f i t  ~ o s s i b l e  t o  any 
c r e a t u r e  i s  i ts  c r e a t i o n ,  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  the; i n  
t h e  Name of God and o f  r i g h t  reason and o f  decency 
i t s e l f ,  where i s  t h e r e  a  shadow of excuse/ t h  e  
a t h e i s t  and h i s  a theism? 

We ' l l  l e t  t h e  de.finil ; ion acswer. 

"Born o r i g i n a l l y  i n  the haughty pri?.e 
o f  L u c i f e r  h:irrrself, t h e  p r i n c e  or" 
d i a b o l i c a l  d a r k n e s s ,  a the ism as the  
climax of i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s g i r i t u a l  
i n s a n i t y ,  i s  a t  oncs the hope less  con- 
c l u s i o n  a3d t h e  despera+e  re fuge  - 
sugges ted  by she d e v i l  - 1st of sha i low 
t h i n k i n g ,  2ndly o f  p e r v e r s e ,  degenera te  
minds, and t h i r d l y  ( f e a r f u l  t o  szy),  
of  damned f o o l s ,  " 

I t s  f i r s t  and immediate, ru inous  e f f e c t  
which comes s l ~ u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  a the ism,  i s  the 
l o s s  of s u p e r n a t u r a l  hope ,  t he  v e r y  soul of hap- 
p i n e s s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ;  v i z ,  f o r  any one r e a l l y  
able t o  draw the first practical conclusion, 
" o b l i g a t i o n  of gra$itud?", 



1946, August 8. 

Idrs. Xari on Stone 
f o r  S p e c i a l  I n t e n .  

August 8,  1945 

God b l e s s  you Xrs . S t o n e  - you 2nd y o u r s .  
Yhy worry s o  e a s i l y ?  I:: ~ o t  Sod watching 
o v e r  us - the  div;ine h t  ' o r  o f  a l l  
b e a u t i f u l  s o l i c i t u d e ?  
B a t h e r  s t a r t  now t o  thank  'iix f o r  Iris 
d e s i , ~ s  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e .  

"God condecends t o  u s e  o u r  powers 
If we don1 t s p o i l  ?is p l a n s  by o u r s f ' .  

P r .  S o l a n u s  C.>'.X. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  in p o s s e s s i o n  of: 

11Irs. Marion S t o n e  
2557 Somerse~ 3 1 - ~ d .  
Troy ,  L i i  elnlgen 4CCG ? 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c,i.csl., 1 
Notaiius 



1946, August 16 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey 0,F.M. Cap. 

Blessed be God! -- 

August 16th, 1946 

God bless you Bernice 14. Schumacher you and yours. 

I am glad you are feeling improved. Keep up the 
improvement and don't give way to worry or discour- 
agement. That never pays. If we could only learn 
to appreciate the holy faith and the innumerable 
blessings flowing from it and the blessings other- 
wise surrounding us; We could never have time to 
worry about anything - except that we're so little 
appreciative, 

P.S. Congratulations to your Husband, H. 

.,..,,., Fr. Solanus, O.F.M. Cap. 

Original in possession of: 
Bernice M. Schurnacher 
42079 Toddmark Lane 
Kt. Clements, Mi. 48044 



1346, September 23 

. . 
The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  transc;-1:2;:: on of t h e  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Ser-vant of Go2 , Pa-;-P:er Scla:::~~ C!Z;F?-: C .T.M.Cap. 

0 a l l  ye  work 03 t h e  Lord! B le s s  t h e  Zord! 

September 23x3, 1946 

Nany thanks f o r  pur a p p r e c i a ~ e d  f a v o r  of  August 24th. I have 
en ro l l ed  t h e  Poor Souls  spec:  all^ for. your i n t e n t i o n s  acd mine. i 
a m  conf ident  they w i l l  help us out of ma-?y t r o u b l e s  t h a t  would 
otherwise  come t o  u s .  Tha& zou f o r  your  kiA1d prayers .  That Is 
something a l l  need v e q  nuch. 

Thanks be t o  God f o r  a l l  t h ings .  

S ince re ly  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  Solanus ,  0.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  
Bemice  ?Ti. Sc'n1macher 
42079 Toddmark Lane 
nit. Clemem, l!vTichigan48044 



The followLng i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  
o f  the typed o r i g i n 8 1  by the  Servant 
of  God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cag. 

Mrs. Geraldine Bieke, 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. 

Dear Mm, Bieke: 

God bless you and yours .  

1746, September 19 

I j u s t  r ead  your  p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r  i n  r e g a r d  t o  your  
l i t t l e  Daughte L o i s 1  eye-trouble.  

I cestainlg syn2a th ize  wi th  you and your  dear  Hus- 
band i n  t h i s ,  though c o p a r a t i v e l y  t r i v i a l  matter. 
We' l l  prqy ,  however, and t r u . s t  t h a t  i t  m y  t u r n  
o u t  t o  be no more than  t r i v i a l .  

It i s  about twenty yeers Sack t h a t  a young couple  
brought  t h e i r  f i r s t - b o r n  t o  u s  a t  t h e  Monaster of 
S3, Ronaventure, t h e  p p i l  of whose l i t t l e  eye 
had been s c r a t c h e d  and l o s ?  f l u i d .  T h e i r  d o c t o r  
went wi th  t h e n  t o  a s p e c i a l s s t  i n  t h e  D. GJhitney 
R l d ' g  who wanted t o  remove t k e  eye a t  once. . . . 
Then i n  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  they csne t o  S t .  B, and 
e n r o l l i e d  prmxising a  per9etmal  enrollment- and 
e s p e c i a l l y  more f r e q u e n t  holy coomvnion. Thank 
God t h e  eye hea led  s h o r k l r  and t h e y  never went 
back t o  t h e  d o c t o r s .  

So d e a r  Mrs. - and Yk. Bieke - shake off t h e  ex- 
c e s s i v e  worry arjd k s t e a d  e x e r c i s e  a l i t t l e  con-  
f i d e n c e  i n  God's ne-ciful provide:~ce by f i r s t  
p r o m i s i n g  sone cvcs  a l i t t l e  sacrifice o f  some 
kind i n  thaxksg iv ing  i f  t h i n g s  go f a v o r a b l e  and 
t h e n ,  t o  show y o u  cocf idence  t n  R i s  goodness,  
s t a r t ;  and thank Xi in  when ever  you .t;hink of it 
f o r  what He may s e e  best t o  do f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  
one  and Sor h e r  l o v i n g  f r i e n d s ,  

God b l e s s  you 90w d o n ' t  worry t o o  
much. 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

Frzised be J e s u s  C h r i s t !  
Original in possession of: 

K r s .  Ed. ( ~ e r a l d i n e )  Sieke 
13070 Corbett  
D e t r o i t ,  NI. 46213 

,q 
, 

/ I '  

.? i 
' w, [,-{ ' ? Lt' ,l.,l. 

gnru. --2.-HL.- 

Bw. Charles Dillen, c.i.c,a. 
Notarfus 14% 



1946, November 1 

The f o l l o w i n g  is  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  a f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by  t h e  S e r v a n t  of Cod,  Fat5er So lanus  Casey ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

FlOSTC ARD 

"0 a l l  you works o f  t h e  Lord! bless t h e  Lord. . . . t 1 

November 1 s t - A l l  S a i n t s .  1946. 

God bless you M i s s  A l i c e  O r E r i e n - - y o u  and y o u r s .  
Many t h a n k s  t o o  f o r  your k i n d  f a v o r  of  O c t .  6 t h - - d u e l y  r e c e i v e d  
and  n o t e d .  

Y e s  I q u i t e d  e n j o y e d  t h e  s h o r t  v i s i t  w i t h  t h e  f i v e  g u e s t s  over  
n i g h t ,  e t c .  ... Indeed  I d i d  know your Mother Anna--almost l i k e  
a  s i s t e r .  I s t o p p e d  s e v e r a l  weeks w h i l e  l e a r n i n g  t o  r u n  t h e  
t r o l l y  c a r s  i n  1887 w i t h  our Aunt Mary and Uncle P a t  and o f  c o u r s e .  
She  was ( I  t h i n k )  a  few y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  I b u t  w e  were q u i t e  
f r i e n d s :  - - a l s o  when I s t a r t e d  working i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  P r i s o n - -  
Uncle  P a t  o n e  o f  t h e  g u a r d s .  ... When you w r i t e  t o  J o e ,  t e l l  
him. B e s t  Regards a n d  God's  b l e s s i n g  f rom F r .  S o l .  I t h i n k  I 
owe him a  l e t t e r  o r  two: b u t  my b i g  problem i s  my cor respondence .  
So p l e a s e  p r a y  t h a t  be a b l e  t o  s p e e d  up.  - - - F r .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

(Also  t h i s  message on a  S e r a p h i c  Mass A s s o c i a t i o n  c a r d : )  

Miss A l i c e  O'Brien - 
For God's h o l y  g r a c e  and gu idance .  

Nov. i - A l l  S a i n t s  - 1946 

God b l e s s  you Miss O ' B .  
P I .  p r a y  f o r  poor  s i n n e r s  and d o n ' t  f o r g e t  

F r .  So lanus  

O r i g i n a l  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f :  

A l i c e  0 ' Br i e n  
320 No. Second S t .  
S t i l l w a t e r ,  Minn. 55082 



1947, February 11 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0,F.M. Cap. 

POSTCARD 

Feast of the Apparition of Mary our Immaculate Mother. 

FeSruary 11th 1947 

God bless you Alice OTBrien--you and yours. 

Many thanks for kind favor of Febr. 6th--duly Rec'd and noted. 

Glad to know that things seem brightening up. 

Thanks be to God for all His mercies 

Am herewith inclcsing a few "jubilee cards .I1 

Thanks be to God for such privileges as have been mine 
these fifty years. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Fr. Solanus, O.F.M. Cap. 

(picture side of card has following added:) 
(picture of Saint Felix Capuchin Friary Huntington, Ind.) 

Clerical Novitiate (rear)--Looking toward City 1% miles 
down on the Wabash River. We have 18 novices--room 
for 40. Pray 

Original in possession of: 

Alice O'Br ien 
320 No. Second St. 
Stillwater, Minn. 55082 



1946, November 14 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l .  r r e ~ s c r l p t ~ c n  of  a  photo copy 
of  t he  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa the r  
Solanus Casey, 0,F.M. Cap. 

Wm Holdsworth - Ward I4  
~ T a c e  Hosp i t a l  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. Nov. 14th,  1946 

"0 a l l  ye works o f  the  Lord! P r a i s e  the Lord. . . ,"  

God b l e s s  you Wm ~ 0 1 ' s .  Glad t o  know you a r e  s t i l l  on 
" the job - t r y i n g  t o m a k e  the  grade t o  a  happy e t e r n i t y  - 
some grade too . .no t  ? - now and then e s p e c i a l l y  - 

Best  regards  t o  M r .  S c h a f f r t e i n . . .  

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

I have e n r o l l e d  f o r  speedy recovery,  God w i l l i n g ,  

1937, A p r i l  18 

(Handwritten message added t o  a  Seraphic  Mass Assoc ia t ion  
Card, by Fr.  Solanus.)  

William Woldsworth 

- f o r  speedy recovery,  God w i l l i n g  

A p r i l  18, 1937 

God b l e s s  you William -- 
But? Come, Shake o f f  t h a t  

exces s ive  worry. 
God i s  watching a l l .  He knows b e s t  

Fr.  Solanus 0.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. Arthur  (Georgia)  Gletzen 
22237 V i r g i n i a  S t .  
E. D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 45021 



1946,  November 24 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the handwri t ten  o r i g -  
i n a l  by the  Servant  o f  God, Father  % l a m s  Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

-- - TOR TZ3 ,?t-'P?QZT 03 -- .. ds C P v ' C H I N  .5'OA2ZJG3 I~.L.~SXGXS 

P.S. With thzt s t i f f  knes of 3 - o l ~ r s ,  you ougkt $ 3  see 
' - a go03 c h i m p r a z ~ o r  cr cs';L.s_cla-.;n, 

Yote: d3clra i s ccpy 3i' a ~ r i n t e d .  cs r . rc ,~poci le2 :  for-.-car<, r w i c h  rubbe r  z t z ?  s l .gnat9re9 t32 w i t :  "2r, S C ~ Z ~ - ~ S ,  
0.3.L Cap." %e >rinted-Tom ~ o r z l o n  is indL.cat;& 

11 - .:od ?less j r o ~  . . ." t o p 5 f l e r  viSh t 3 e  6 a t e  
1 f t h e  "2.3. . . A!.so ai2d;.5 i.2 h i s  h a 2  is 3 n = t e  

on t h e  r e n r s e  s i d 2  UP %he c n A ,  as i nd i ca t ed  02 
P5.g~  P ~ o  hereaf. 



1966, November 24 

Mrs. B r i d g e t  Ronan 

Page 2 

Rev. Charlas Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Not crius 



1946, December 14 

The following i s  a r a i t ' L f : : l  t r c ? s c r l p t i o n  o f  the t y p e w r i t t e n  
original b y  t h e  Servant o f  God, F a t h e r  Solanus C a s e y ,  O.F.M. 
Cap. 

though n o t  r , ecessc i l ; ; i  s L n f l l l  in tk l=as33.~es ,  5e:;er- 
t ;heless sadly fr .~jstrs.fe God's n;rr,-j.zul d e s i g ~ r ; .  
-7 Eenc2 the l i t t l e  vsrsa: 

3es ides  this, <$a- XI .  "organ; I want to thazk you 
f o r  yolzr g r s c t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  In t h e  a p a l l i ~ g  c z s  

-r _ .  of  9r. nraus: w'cos2 e f f o r t s  =d zersonal  s a c r a s w o s  
ir: t h e  r,ar;se of ";.s - ~ e r y  ~ r i , 7 1 r , i ~ L t ? ~  cf  ;l'i:stF-,e an< 
L 

7 

b ~ ~ t ; h  -- 3f re l i ,x i . cn  as s?s.rinst a t h . ? i s a l  thr? ~u3ri3r";e 
. ,  -. sci i .gca  0: ?!jr ks_-.nv y ~ 1 z 5 i : > ~ ~ h i 3  : d l C ~ 1  . s~ : ! .  D ? I . . ~  - 

1 %  
-- 

n=iznccr againsk t h e  " S i . 3 5 o l i ~ l l  .;lizsx of intel- -. - '  

lect;.:~.,l an? ;?irit!;al i r . s . , ~ i t y  -- has ' see2  3 : ~  33k- 
, . 3tan1:;ng a,?,!?, z t  t i z e s ,  srj ici ;erl lat ionall :r  re2og2izsd. .  



Er Henry S ,  Morgaz 

I do hope t h a t  sonetking Gay be 2cae to right some- 
t h i n g  of t h e  f lzgraat  i n g n s t i c e s  s g a i n s t  which D r .  
Kraus has been fxgh t ing .  I an confident t h a t  sooner  
o r  later h i s  i dea l f  sm - s o  really C h r i s t i a n  - will 
prevail; t h o ~ z g h  it; seeps  t o  me he is fifty y e a s  
ahead o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n .  I f a e l  that i f  he only 
p e r s e v e r e  and coope-ate v l e h  God's grace ,  never 
wanting to good will:, t h e r ~  will come g r e a t  re~ults 
from his s o  far, he ro l c  wwfare. 

So, t o o ,  do I hope -$hat t h e  good God whose ways are  
s o  unsearchable ,  have something ahead o f  p o o r ,  d e a r  
little Rickey Gri:c. A!!1 this, n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n _ ~ ;  
s c i e n t i f i c  conclue ions  i n  t h e  one cass and,  i n  t h e  
other, . . , p o l i t i c a l  a theism, 

T r u s t i n g  t o  have br igh- te r  reports am3 
b e t t e r  results, E beg to remain 

SLncere l ;~  Yours i n  Ckrist , 

E ' r .  So lanus ,  0.F.M. Cap. 



. - The f o l l o v ~ i n g  i s  a fai t1~fu.L i;.:.~,:..:iacfi;,.ptI.c~:~ of z::e cerbon copr  of  t h e  type2 
o r i g i r a l  by t n e  Servau~t  of God, E'atheT Solancs  Casey, G.F.N. Cap. 

? - 
1 .  e . o r L .  1700 Shicago 31ve1 6 J e t r o i t ,  f,;icb.ci.gan. 

I,$ Dear Lir. ILorgan: Good b l e s s  you tinti yours .  

I 40 kope t l i a i  t h i n g s  a r e  b r igh ten ing  o r  soon t o  br ig l i ten  up f o r  you 
and your  l a t e l y  s o  bereaved f'arxily. 

I have j u s t  f i x i s l i ed  a  l e t t e r  t o  -,he widow o f  t h e  l a t e  A. 3. Crawford, 
~Lilose basband - same A. J. - v ~ s  one t i ~ e  t h e  fond 'nope of a  f e r v e n t l y  
l c v i n g  C a t h o l i c  motner ,  bu t  z l a s !  f o r  iiman f i c k l e n e s s !  a s  1:1y r ' u t i l e  
e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  h i n  back t o  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of r e l i g i o n  proved iii h i s  case .  
Alas  f o r  s o  many whose promis-xing youth h a s  s a d l y  r i9ened  i n t o  d i szpo in t -  
i n g  s e t u r i t ; ~  and serAle d i s a s t e r .  

Bo doubt David, t h e  2oya l  Prophet ;  -forsaw t h e  p ~ s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  defec- 
t i o n  of  Solorr~oii's e l d e s t  b r o t h e r ,  had(he)  l i v e d  when, having s t o m e d  Heaven 
with a l l  k inds  of p r a y e r s  an$. penar-ee t h z t  the boy mg:it be spared  him, h s  
vias mevertl?eless t aken ,  h e  washed h i n c e l f  frorn h i s  pzcance aad t e a r s  t o  t l ie  
s u r ~ r i s e  of  and eci i fycat ion of  h i s  contcmpoy.zries a s  w e l l  a s  f u t u r e  gener- 
a t i o n s  even t o  t h i s  end of t i c e ,  - fa i th2u . l  and h m b l e  and r e a l  ph i lo sophe r  
t h a t  h e  was. -;s! but  such r e s s g n a t i o n  t o  suc2  berevements n e v e r  f a i l  t o  
m i l t i p l y  the g r a c e s  of  t h e  one so  t r i e d  -- ir, r e h l i t y  t h e  pr iv i - l iged  one,  
co?xld .me but  pee r  through t h e  v e i l  o f  on ly  t h e  temporal  - t o  say nothi i ig  of  
t h s  z t e r n a l  - f u t u r e .  Erom a s i n n e r  and an a d u l t e r e r ,  t o  which Davil? had 
i n  a  mome~t of  weakiess  f a l l e n ,  through r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  this and o t h e r  t r i a l s  
perhaps more h e a r t r e n d i n g ,  he  beconics t h e  o u t s t a n d i r g  s e e r  o f  penance, - 
t h e  2 o y a l  Prophet  and Psa lmis t ,  "a man accorfiing t o  God's ovm h e a r t  ," may, 
an  ou.tstanding progenetor  of t h e  Zope of  311 ages  t h e  GodXan Yirnself J e s u s  
C h r i s t  o u r  aedeercer al?d Saviour!  

Y h a ~  a r e  o u r  % r i e l s ,  s e v e x  LS t hey  s e m ,  vhes  we t k r i k  of  Abrahzm 
o f f e r i n g  his ofily son I,ca&c? 20 say  t h a t  lir3 becacz "'7lie f a t h e r  cf e l l  the 
faithfd-l" , i s  ox ly  t o  t o u d i ,  a s  i t  were, on t h e  v i s i b l s .  Ylio can doubt 
t h a t  be fo re  he  l e f t  t h e  K o m t a i n ,  Sod h a s  g iven  him a g i c t u r e  of  t h e  
Kingdom of  Zeaven iii t h e  Church and t b e  c o ~ ~ n g  gene ra t ions  t o  t h e  blending 
of  t ime i n t o  t i e  imompreliensib1e g l o r y  of e t  enxi  t y ?  

,4 
I 

/ ; *  
4'' L-4 i --..... ~L.~L.-:?:~L:!-L-~.LLC JYIS. 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



1947, February 6. 

f!ir. Hen-rjr S. K'organ 
Page 2. 

h . d  - shame on v.s s tup id  "Chr is t ians"  - i n  t h e  l i g l i t  of La ry  t h e  
Queen of  Martyrs ,  tine 1 m a c u l : i t e  Vi rg in  Kother  of God a c t u a l l y  a t  t h e  
f o o t  of t h e  Cross o f f e r i n g  i i e r se l f  t oge the r  with h e r  d iv ine  $09 - h e r  
God and h e r  Son - f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of f a l l e n  lzvmanity! 

0 dear  Xr* ILorgan! Where i s  our  f a i t h ?  Where our  f o r e s i g h t ?  
Where our  generous cooperat ion w i t h  opportmur?ities of graces  t h a t  
kWxighty God i s  a lvays  provi,ding f o r  our  bes t ?  F o r  indeed and a t  a l l  
times: 

"God condescends t o  use  ous  powers. -- 
If we don7 t ~ ~ o i l  His plans by ours." 

Again and a g s i n  Fie m u s t  r e p e s t  t o  each one of us: . . .Unless you 
s e e  sigis and wonders you be l i eve  n o t  .I' Yaw i s  i t  t l ia t  , though we can 
lookback f i f t y ,  seventy y e s r s  a s  i f  i t  were b ~ t  yes terday,  w e  s t i l l  
f i g ~ r e  on t h e  endurance of &&!an plans? ;lie want t o  be C h r i s t i a n s  - 
spouses af J esu.s - r i s e n  and g lo r i f i ed  of course, but ~vitllout get t ing 
too  near the Cross of pain!  ? 

Is it n o t  t ime indeed tha t  w e  pray f o r  one ano the r t  s conversion? 
-- ~ o p i n g  t h a t  t3is may he lp  i n  some way and begging f o r  your p raye r s  I 
hope t o  remain, 

S ince re ly  Yours i n  C h r i s t  ou r  S a ~ o u r  , 



Decinber  14 th  1346 

i lzar  ! , , a 5 a ~  Trabulsy:  God b l e s s  you and crours. I hope you a r e  we l l .  

Af r i ca6  el your Baugkter  Jenny%, Liss Rose ? a r i s ,  w r i t e s  me t h a t  2e;~ny i s  
vzry I.oydi m i t l i  pc lzo  ail6 tisks f o r  p r syezs ,  t i i a t  i f  i t  be Go5's h o l y  w i l l  
s h e  r ecove r ,  I am E l r o l l i n g  Zenr:;. i n  what me- c a l l  t h e  Seraphic  L a s s  
Xssocj.at;i.c:~ f o r  praj .ers  cf I m d r c d s  05 thousbnds or" people.  

.T ,.he a m b e r s  or" t h i s  assc,cis;ti-on a r e  8:;lred t o  gray f c r  our;. f o r z i g n  missioc-  

z r2es  an.< t h e i r  v;c& and f o r  cneznother; those  me~lbers  ofcourse  who can 
pray .  Also t h o s e  vho can ~ f f o r d e  t o  6.0 s o  a r e ,  askee. t o  hel;? ~ i t h  all o f f e r -  
i n g  of sol;l&:il3d b e s i d e s  by p r s y e r s  aiid T!iasses, I an conf iden t  t h a t  th is  w i l l  
h e l p  jrcur Jcxriy. ,?his  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  yciu ail2 your s  do your  2 a r t .  

"$an. 9th .  Judge I 'ealy c a l l e d  this evening: I . .  . There i s  a cer- 
t a i n  Dr. K l e i t z e r  2.n r:y o f f i c e  v,k.ose on ly  ck i l r i  i s  ve ry  low w i t h  
s p i m l  n a n i q i t i s  and t h e  3r1 s g i v e  him ve rx  l i t t l e  ?lone of  re -  
c o w r y .  -:e i s  n o t  a C a t h o l i c  o r  8 Ckr is t iam.  Ee i s  a J ev ,  a good, 
Sod f e a r i n g  fei.lo;:l. ' I  i r : i d ~  you woulc! ear011 t h e  boy i n  t h e  I ~ S S  
Assoc i s t i on  an@. pray f o r  ;;ix. "1'11 be g l a d  t o  do ti2at." I am- 
s . ~ e r e d .  1',7e11 -tile psremts I ' d l i k e  t c  s e e   hen.^' "1 ' 11 br ing  
tklm ove r  toxorrow," h e  answered" 

rii7 A $  - 63;- ( ~ a t u r ~ i a , ~ )  , I 56w then  - t h e  judge a l d  t h e  Dr. w a i t i n g  
over  i n  t h e  c o m e r  about  1:15 p.rn.lf ..... Introciuced t o  t h e  
doc tor .1  asked,"  .. Zom i s  t h e  boy?" W e l l ,  lie s l e ~ t l ~ z s t  night!"  
( t h e  first t h e  I n  b 7;;ieek) . . . ."liow 3r., I have a proposxt ion  I want 
you t o  cake  co t h e  Good Goo. p u r s e l f .  "I unders';anri y o u ' r e  a Jew." 
"-Tes I! - .  "That Olrey Dr. A f t e r  el.1 i f  r e l i g i o n  can be de f ine6  a s  
a s c i c n r e  end I c la im ~t i s  m 2 u c s t i c n a b l y  -the g r e a t e s t  s c i e n c e  of 
a l l  t i n e s ;  Ir, f t c t  i t  i s  no th ing  l e s s  tiac "T-3 S C I Z C l 3  OF CL3 ?42PI: 
K I ~ L ~ ' ~ I C : S I - ~ ~ : B  ViI'TZ G3D Kt-D OCR ':XIG:30R.1', t::eli %here  ----- call be but  one 
r e l i g i o n ,  tkough t h e r e  may be a thousend difZere-nt systems of  re-  - 
l i g i o n . "  . . . . '!Dr. seeffieci p leased  but saicl no th ing .  . . . . . 

v 195 
'?L c;." &.-< ? ,...-.-._....-..-.......,......... r-rr ..... L'd L... 
Bav. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.rn. 

RT,.&.-..,:..- 



"Twenty-five aiautes l s t e r  %he JuCge ;honed: 'I thought  you 
nould be p leased  t o  hea r ;  1 brought  t h z  d o c t o r  r i g h t  back t o  the  
C h i l d r e n ' s  Llospltal and il? t h e  v e s t i b u l e  w e  met t h e  x o t h e r  ~f 
t h e  boy, h i s  v!if;j a l l  sr?;iling, '!At 1: YC he opened his eyes and 
&led  a t  z e l  . "A ineek l a t e r  (~lmc?ad) he v:ts Srought bcFe iu 
p e r f e c t  h e a l t h  ." 

' J  2 . .  . " i , I , ,  
Rev. Charles Diliec, c,i.c.rn. 

I.fotz:ius 146 



1946, December 27. 

-- 
D r .  J. F. Yo-mg. 21 6 T o r t h  J e f f  e r soa ,  r!;lati:gto1i, Intiiann . 
IZY d e a r  Br. Young: 

God b l e s s  you and yours  f o r  a  b l e s sed  Chr i s tmas t ide  and, p l e a s e  God 
t o o ,  e happy prosperous  liew Year. I was s o r r y  t o  l e a rn  o f  your  n o t  being 
w e l l .  I hope i t s  motieng too  s e r i o u s .  But whether  s ex ious  o r  n o t ,  we 
may be s u r e  %iat icasm~.ch a s  we t a k e  such t h i c g s  a s  from t h e  l i a ~ d  of  God, 
 the;^ w i l l  n eve r  f a i l  ia i 3 e  end t o  tunzo~3.t a s  kaving  bsen a  b l e s s i n g  i n  
d i s g x i s e .  A t  a l l  eve2ts  I ail; e n r o l l i n g  you i:? t h e  Seraphic  Uass  Associa- 
t i o n  and am pray iug  f o r  your  speedy recovery arid t h e r e a f t e r  speedy irnprove- 
mextt, - p h y s i c a l l y  of  co7 . r se  and, wkat i s  Iz?r'irxitely of  more importance,  
s p i r i t u a l l y .  

God k ~ o w s  t h a t ,  i n  o u r  s t u p i d i t y  we a l l  zeed  r e a l  colmersioc t o  5ia. 
-ii,iyhow, I l?.;pe t h i n g s  b r igh ten  f o r  you soor. i n  both  r ega rds ,  ?To questiox1 
about  i t ,  i f  vie cio t h e  r i g h t  t!aixtg o:? o u r  p a r t  God n e v e r  f a i l s  us .  3;xst 
h e r e ,  however is always a  danger.  7s a r e  n a t u r a l l y  s o  i n c l i n e d  t o  go 
wrong. ?herefore t o o ,  o u r  o S l i g a t i o n  t o  admonish one m o t h e r  when danger 
t h r e a t  ens. 

-- 
~ e n c e  , Dear 3 0 c t ~ r  YOIJX~:  I f e e l  t5a t  I would n o t  be your  f r i e n d  o r  

eve3 a dec&;*;tl; gratePJ.1 pa t i e r i t  were I t o  be sl1ex.t  a s  t o  dangers  ahead 
of you an i s e e  t2ea witkout  a q  doubt. 

O c l j r  y e s t e rday  a  ~ d d l e - a g e d  couple - f r j . ends  of yours  t o o  - lamented 
t o  m e  t h a t  e f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i:i h o l y  matrinoqy, they  had neve r  been 
b l e s sed  wi th  - v h a t  I liave long  s i n c e  considered t h e  p e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g  t i i a t ,  
i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r ,  Go5 g i v e s  0x1 e a r t h ,  A Family. .'bid 1x7 3octor- Yowg 
Iias 110 f m i l y .  ? 3 a x m s e  tlze fami ly  t:-.at God bllessed h i m  with h a s  rzo 
head.  ? ht a l l  m-e_rts, i t  i s  a sad  s i t u a ~ i o n ;  and notwikhs$anding t h e  
f e a r f u l  preva lence  of sirrri lar c a s e s ,  i t  ~ u s t  be ,  ii?. t h e  s i g h t  or" Z e a v e ~  
a most l a m c x t a t l e  problen .  

Xot since yes t e rday  only Cioctor, h a s  thLs  been o r  ?ny ~ndnd; but s i n c e  
away back i n  JvLy, and dec idedly  more so  s i n c e  e a r r j  i r _  S  ep taxber ;  when a 
youth  cane i n t o  go7J.r o f f i c e  n k i l e  1 was wa i t i ng  i n  one of t h e  apsr tments  
slid whom, judging from ixis vo ice  anci t h e  f a m i l i a r i t y  t i i a t  f ~ l l o t v e d  between 
y3u, I took t o  bz a sor of p a r s  01 ~~:roS?kl ; -  k i t e e n  t o  seven-teen y e a r s .  
-- - e seemed prorriisir.&- brig:--? 2x12 a l x t ;  ~YJ--: w & t  p ~ i z e d  me a s  t k e  l i t t l e  
2 id l~gi l . e  proceeded was "iie skd na2-L o f  f lLi .a l  res rerewe a i d  eve2 r e s p e c t  
shorn t o  hi s  f a t h e r .  30 rn7%ch s o ,  In facz  t h e t  I a h o s t  c a l l e d  o u t  t o  h i m :  
"30y . . . ;looor t h y  f a t h e r  ar_d t k y  ~ o t l i m ? ~ .  "AlasTr ,  I t h o u g l ~ t  a f t e rwards ,  
""e poor  l a d  h a s  on ly  a-r a b s m t e e  f z t k e r  and l5.s rnoti?er a conver t  .... 
W e r e  is t h e  r e s p o n s a b l l i t y ?  Y ~ o ' s  t o  blane? 
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-- -:onestljr d e a r  Doctor,  I ' v e  been t h M i ~ g  ever  s i n c e  t h a t  day, how t o  
dev i se ,  o r  what, t o  induce somethivlg of C i l r i s t i an  peace and liarmony i n t o  
t k a t  half-divorced family, - sonetiling t o  b r i a g  t h a t  f a t h e r  and whole, 
half-divorced f a x i l y  toge the r .  

ST .Lou. c a i  imagine my s u r p r i s e  tF3s morning, t h e r e f o r e ,  vk-en a h i t h e r t o  
s t r a n g e r  t o  me came begging f o r  p raye r s  t o  h e l p  "storm Eeaven" f o r  this 
ve,y purpose. The par-cg was ev iden t ly  a  frie;lci of yours ,  a s  w e l l  a s  of 
j7ov.r vikole f m i l y .  O f  tl5.s I n a s  cowificed a f t e r  e v e q  fev? words. In- 
c i d e n t l y ,  one of t h e  p r i m l y  causes l ~ z e n t e d ,  w i t h  what seemed t o  m e  
g e w i n e l y  f r a t e r n a l  s o l i c i t u d e ,  brought back t o  me a r a t h e r  d i sapo in t ing  
remark you  nade on o c c a s i o n  o f  my first visit t o  ycur o f f i c e .  

(~hf i n 2  shed. ) 
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Doctor  J .  P. Youag 229 Zioche S t r e e t  Hlmtington, Indiana 

Ky dear  Doctor Young: 

God b l e s s  you and yours. I hope you a r e  we l l .  Perhaps I ought 
r a t h e r  t o  say  I am t r y i n g  t o  hope f o r  your we l fa re ,  - s p i r i t u a l  of 
course  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  a s  we l l  a s  phys ica l ly  and s o c i a l l y :  because 
a f t e r  a l l  i n  t h e  s i g h t  of Eeaven, t h e  f irst  i s  what sdpremely counts .  

I hasre been wanting t o  i7cite you Doctor tihese s e v e r z l  months. I n  
f a c t  I s t a r t e d  a  couple of l e z t e r s  t o  you before  C?.rista;as, e s p e c i a l l y  
v2ien I l ea rned  of  your  s e r i o u s  hea r t - a t t ack  and en ro l l ed  you i n  t h e  
2erapki.c Kass Associat ion.  3 u t  first l e t  n e  too ,  a s  a  member of  t h e  
comnunity, t h a n k  you f o r  your c h a r i t a b l e  f a v o r  t o  ~ e v .  P a t k e r  Guardian 
s e v e r a l  weeks ago. I was dou-bly p leased  t o  h e a r  of i t  - f o r  your o m  
sake  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  needy goor. 3 o r  i t  viuLLd seem i n  many cases  
t h a t  j u s t  SUC~? e x e r c i s e s  of c h a r i t y  Sss meant t h e  f i x a l  s a l v a t i o n  of 
s;anjT a s o u l  o therwise  most l i k e l y  l o s t .  

':ow dea r  Doc cor Youxg; I wznt t o  t e l l  you i n  a l l  s i n c e r i t y  and 
tmtli, t h a t  f o r  c l o s e  t o  a  y e a r  you have b e m  a p r o b l a i  on ny  roind, and 
I f e e l  t h a t  I would n o t  be a f r i e n d  of yours o r  a g r a t e f u l  p a t i e n t  were 
I t o  l e t  t h e  p r e s e n t  koljr d a s t e r  Seasox pass vITiithout a t  l e a s t  f ra te ,mal ly  
c a l l i n g  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  very  grave danger ahsad of  you., of completely 
l o s i n g  *e very l i t t l e  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and lTis Church which, (m) for-  
t w a t e l y  a t  l e a s t ,  you seem t o  have l e f t .  But; "-,Vhy such a 2  alarming 
concPision?", you. w i l l  ask. :For indeed your out look i n  r , ~  way of reckon- 
i n g  i s  grave. 

F i r s t .  Secause,  according t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t heo log ians ,  t h e  first 
puxislunent on si-2 i s  t h e  ivitndratval of s a n c t i f y m g  grace  - of God h imse l f ,  
t? te refore ,  - and t h e  consequezt ir~eakmAng of tLe s o u l  t o  f a l l  agtiin with 
l e s s  r e s i s t e n c e  i n t o  t h e  same and otter s i n s .  Eor: "God w i l l  n o t  remain 
ic a s o u l  sub j  e e t  ( t o )  sin." S u t  s u r e l y  t!l;is n u s t  apply t o  the culpable  
n e g l e c t  t o  f o s t e r  and t o  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  God.-given f a i t h  t h a t  we hzve s o  
g ra  tui to%sly  rece ived and which. h a  been so  t a d e r l y  arid consc ien t ious ly  
f o s t e r e d  i n  o u r  s o u i s ,  - God l-iimselr" b rea th ing  i t  i n t o  our  very  inmor ta l  
s o u l s  v ~ t h  l o v i n g  p a r e n m  and t u t o r s  so  p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  s o l i c i t o u s .  
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3 u t ,  i n  God1 s b lessed  Bame, who can claim exemption from such  G u i l t ?  
I f o r  one could n e v e r  d a r e  think oT such a  thing. Carn you Doctor? Then, 
i f  " g r a t i t u d e  f o r  f a v o r s  i s  one of t h e  first and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  
i n . t e l l i gence" ,  t hen ,  i n  the name o f  every th ing  t h a t  i s  l o g i c a l ,  and 
i n t e l l i g e n t  afid ho ly ;  l e t  us be rren  noug ugh t o  admowledge ou r  weakness, 
o u r  s t u p i d i t y ,  o u r  r e a l  l n s z n i t y  acd g u i l t ,  iil t h e  s i g h t  o f  Eeaven: tb t  
b;r such h m b l e  acknowledgement - Zow n e r c i f u l l y  s imple  axd easy!  we m y  
recove r  o w  friendship and o;w peace w i t h  o u r  God i n  Eeaven -- a t  once -- 
t h e  d i v i n e l y  g e z t l e  a ~ d  l o i 4 n g  Governcr o f  -the u n i ~ r e r s e ,  and t h e  no l e s s  
d i v i n e  Avenger o f  t h e  proud and t h e  stubborn- who r e f u s e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  
B i s  merciri'ul goochess axid t o  coopera te  with B i s  g r a c i o u s  condesc ins ions  . 

Something for n e  a s  w e l l  a s  you Br iend ,  and us a l l  t o  think about .  
Bot? Then Doctor.: yo-LI p o s s i b l y  r e m e ~ b e r  r ead ing  t h e  g r e a t  e n c y c l i c a l  o f  
?ope Leo XLII :  03 t h e  Zoly  S k c h a r i s t ,  even when i t  first c m e  o u t .  h y h o w ,  
1 t h i n k  i t  has  been g e n e r a l l y  considered! a  decided msster-piece,  a t  once 
l i k e - i n s p i r e d  and indeed very i n s p i r i n g .  Here i s  a n o t a b l e  passage  from 
it t h a t  I heve o f t e n  considered and t h a t  have o f t e n  wished were proclaimed 
a g a i n  and aga in ,  i n  season  and out  of  season: 

!,-- - ~ + - l s t o ~ j  bea r s  w i tnes s  t h a t  t h e  v i r t u e s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  have 
flo-dris'ned b e s t  an2 whenever t h e  f r equen t  r e c e p t i o n  of  t h e  
. . 
~ u c h a r i o t  h a s  most p reva i l ed .  h d  on '&he o t h e r  hand i t  i s  no l e s s  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  i n  days when men have ceased t o  c a r e  f o r  this heaverily breed ,  and have 
l o s t  t h e i r  a p p e t i t e  f o r  i t ,  t o e  pract i ice  of  Chr i s t i a r -  r e l i g i o n  b a s  
g r a d u a l l y  l o s t  i t s  f o r c e  and vigcr." 

And because s o c i e t y  i s  made up of i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e s e  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  
documents, - t h e  e n c y c l i c a l s  - p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  i n s t r ~ c t i o n  and t h e  w e l f a r e  -.. 
of tIne i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y  i n  g e n a r a l  a l i k e .  .-lence i t  goes on, l i k e  a  
d i v i n e  admoLrition and exhortation: " 

"And indeed i t  was a s  a n e e d f u l  measure of  p r e c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  2 com- 
p l e t e  f a l l i n g  axay t h a t  I-mocent I11 ., i n  t h e  Counci l  o f  t h e  La t  e r an ,  
most s t r i c t l y  en jo ined  t h a t  no C h r i s t i a n  should a b s t a i n  from r e c e i ~ s i n g  
t h e  Z o m m i o n  of t h e  Lord ' s  3ody a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  s o l a n  pascha l  season." 
Ah!  " a s  a  n e e d f ~ ~ l  rseasure a g a i n s t  a  complete f l l l i r - g  away.. ." 
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Where a r e  any of t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  s e c t s  to-dzy o r  t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  na5ions  
i n  t h e i r ,  " p r a c t i c a l  f a i t h  i n  God and i n  J e s u s  ou r  divline Bedeemer, o r  i n  
God t h e  Holy S p i r i t  ou r  d i v i n e  Sanct i fyer ' ?  Where i s  3ussia? Where i s  
o f f i c i a l  khigland o r  o f f i c i a l  Gemany o r  France? e t c?  They have fol lowed 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  To a  sad  e x t e n t  t hey  have f a l l e n  v i c t i m s  t o  a the ism - t h e  
most d i a b o l i c a l  cancer ,  because t h e  climax o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l  
i n s a n i t y ,  -- a t  once,  -- t h e  hope le s s  conclus ion  and t h e  "despe ra t e  
refuge" o f  sha l low t l - ink ing ,  of  p e r v e r s e  and d e g e m r a t e  minds aad,  a lmost  
f e a r f u l  t o  s ay ,  o f  darned f o o l s .  F e l l  i s  i t s  o f f i c e a l  headqua r t e r s  and 
none o t h e r  t h e i r  suEreme b i g h t  t han  Lucl f  e r  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  p r i n c e  o f  
d i a b o l i c a l  deceivers ."  

P r o t e s t a n t i s n !  Chr is t izn5Ly wi thout  o u r  e u c h a r i s t i c  God! wi thout  
Holy Comwx;ion! ? Chris t iani";  wi thout  t h e  d r t u e s  of  t h e  Zl i r i s t ia r ,  l i f e !  

Ye had a  m a o r a b l e  f u n e r a l  i n  D e t r o i t  about  t e n  o r  twelve y e a r s  ago, 
- memorable no doubt f o r  t hose  c a l l e d  t o  a t t e n d  i t .  . A one-time p r o a i n a i t  
judge who a s  a  you th  and a s  a  you-n_g p r o f e s s i o n ~ l  had bee2 quLte commonly 
looked upor, and a o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r z d  t o  a s  "a  mod-el young Ca tho l i c "?  
but  who, f o r  sone cause o r  o t h e r  abandonsd ';he p r s c t i c e  of f r e q u e n t  and 
r e g u l a r  Cornluxion. L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  he had l e f t  o f f  a t t m d e n c e  a t  E-Ioly 
L a s s  on Sunday and sho r t l j r  dropped t h e t  p r a c t i c e  t o o ,  a l t oge the r .  

2 i n a l l j r  lie t u rned  more sr l e s s  agaknst  r e l i g i o n  e n t i r e l y ?  a s  i t  would 
seem, s i n c e  he discouraged a t  l e a s t  on 32r,d degree mason from p e r s o n a l l y  
l ook ing  i n t o  C a t h o l i c  c laims and p r a c t i c e s .  Of this I was i a f o m e d  by 
same masor1s  ovm viri.dcw, vdio having  c a l l e d  f o r  a  p r i e s t  on his death-bed 
d i e d  a  Ca tho l i c .  Tl?is was s e v e r a l  yeers be fo re  t h e  m f o r t u n a t e  dea th  of  
t h e  judge, who seemingly having bezo~xe d i sgus t ed  with k imsel f  and w i t h  
eve ry th ing  e l s e ,  went s e c r e t l y  2nd hanged k i n s e l f .  I think; d e a r  Priend:  
t h i s  ought t o  suffice t o  c o c v i ~ c c  yo2 t h a t  my apprehemion  a s  above, i s  
n o t  a t  a l l  f a r  f e t c h e d .  , , . . . 

I am n o t  t h e  l e a s t  s u r p r i s e d  3 o c t o r ;  tlhat ~ m d e r  t h e  c i r c m s t a n c c s  
and n o s t  e s p e c i e l l y  i n  your  p r e s e n t  cond i t i on  o f  rnjnd and s o u l ,  you s imply 
shudder  a t  t h e  thought  of  r e t u r n i n g  hoxe t o  y0u.r Tamily. That c o n d i t i o n  
h a s  been a  l o a g  t ime grovciq: i n  you ~ i l d  and s o u l ,  - n o s t  probably 
s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  first t ime you. d e l i b e r a t e l y  a i m e d  y o u  Sunday Kass o r  
some o t h e r  m o r t a l  sin. 
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Going back t o  your  f a n i l y ,  however, i s  a  secondary a a t t e r  and can  
i n  a m~rnber of ways be br idged ove r  wci.thov.t g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  If 
eve r  agaim. you g e t  back i n t o  the g r a c e  of  ' ~ o d  by a good, humble 
confes s ion ,  t h a t  l ' p r e t e m a t u r a l  f e a r  and d i s h k e  you now exper ience  
f o r  t h i n g s  you once revered  and loved: v s i l l  ai once weaken, and, l i t t l e  
by l i t t l e  you w i l l  i n  a11  p r o b a b i l i t y  cone t o  your  o l d  happy selr" aga in .  

3v.t t o  dance aloxlg t h e  "wide road t'fiat l e a d s  t o  des t ruc t ion"  and i n  
a  s t a t e  of  most probable  a c r t a l  s i n ,  d i ly -da l ly ing  w i t h  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
soxe  day ob-tairxkg t h e  g race  o f  God ~ i l d  e t e r n a l  s a lva t io l i ,  i s  a  feal-fulljr  
p e r i l o u s  course  t o  t a k e .  To my ~;lil;ld. i t  i s  p o s i t i v e l y  follo'ivtng t h e  s t e p s  
of  o u r  vxfort-mate judge above r5fer r l .d  t o ,  i l2  a n  a p p a l l i n g l y  c l o s e  
~PL t a t i o n ,  ead sozletkirg -to checkup on a t  every and a l l  c o s t s .  

-.. 
,-,A, i n  XjT C O L I C ~ U . S ~ O ~ S  .:.oping d e a r  Doctqr ,  t h a t  I have riot bee:? ove r  !inr.-'i 

and t h a t  this may n o t  discourage you. 3 a t h e r  on t h e  con t r a ry  t h a t  i t  nay  
s imply wake yov. up be fo re  i t ' s  t o o  l a t e ,  from your  ~ o s t  t h r e a t e n i n g  
drowsp.ess ,  I beg t o  r e x a i n  

Bii icerely a t  your  s e r v i c e  i n  3ny way wherein I may be a b l e  t o  do 
you a f avo r .  

?!'re Solal?:~s, 0.2'.IS. Cap. 

E l e a s e  do n o t  f o r g e t  i loctor ;  L need p raye r s  a s  w e l l  a s  en7 o t h e r  poor  
s i n n e r ,  I n  this i t  seens  t o  me vie a r e  a11 i n  l i k e  need -- riot knowing, 
a s  Kie g r e a t  k p o s t a l  of the Genti les  teaches :  llnof Inovvilig i f  we be 
worthy o f  l o v e  o r  puxislqment, - l o v e  o r  ha t red ."  
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Dr.  J. P. Yolx~g, 615 lTorth Je i ' f e r sos  Xve. C i t y .  

1 ,  3 e a r  Doctor  Yo?lir,g: 

b k y  t h e  Lor5  g i v e  you h i s  peace!  , you and your s  - t h a t  peace of  which 
t h e  "worldf1 lmows l i t t l e  o r  co th ing ;  t h e  peace wkici? d$. 2 r a n c i s  was s o  
a s t o n i s h l c g l y  successfu.l  in promo t i q ,  t h e  pezce t o  e s t a b l i s h  which, the 
Geeond Persol-, o,C t h e  3 l e s s e d  2;'ri.i-Lty cfime d o v ~  f r o n  Z e ~ v e : ~  a::d l i v e d ,  
s g f f e r e d  end d i e d  a s  me:: 833. tl?e p r o ~ z o t e r s  of vLxicl?, flsl:all be c a l l e d  tl:e 
clrsildrzi o f  God1'. 

I have bew Wai?t i~g t o  w r i t e  yo~c  J o c t o r  bdt 1 f ezrec! t o  embarrass you. 
I Lave wa;ited t o  tsll: t k i a g s  ove r  but  go-dfve escaped me. 1 was p l eased  a t  
jTol;lr brii:gi~-g t h a t  , I1C o x p x i o a  cl' Kt e 5uxmc" , a s  ycu c a l l e d  ic . I would 
wisk t o  i72ve seen  more of  i t  c:?d t o  l?svc t s l l red  i t  ove r  wit11 you. - i n  
co lvec t io -  w i th  She pr imarx purpose of my visit. P o r ,  t o  be f ra i lk ,  much 
es T a p p r e c i a t e  ;Tour t r ea tmen t s  and xiss tl1e-o and Yla~2c you f o r  them, Ycey 
mu-st Se a l t o g e t h e r  of secondc.rji im-portance i n  f e c e  of Cle co lx i i t ion  of  your  
i m o r t c l  s o u l  and t h e  dmger of  tvl?ich I s e e  YOU t o  be i n  o f  l o s i n g  i t  
together with your  f a i t h  ia God ar,d 3 . 3  FLv.rcl?. 

I wcs happy t o  s e e  you, as i t  sezmed t o  n c ,  t h a t  jTOU. were t r y i n g  t o  
do t l i e  rigi1-t t l -AL~  and t o  be happy. 20 t h e  r a t i o n a l  creatu.re i t  mv.st mean 
t h e  same tliilflg. I s t i l l  kope you a r e  try3x.g. iu'het more caln arv o f  u s  do? 
I ts all t h e  Good. God rc3qiiires o r  e q e c t s  o f  us. - 1'0 i'dY. Success  must 

-- 
deper.d o r ~  ZLa. -e  does expect ,  l~omever,  znd --e ~ i l l  be t h e  Judge  a s  t o  
v&et'ner we w i l l  have used t'ae means ;'e o f f e r s  t o  i n s u r e  t ~ e  succes s  Be . 
expec t s  and vLiich < l s  ; u s t i c s  v j i l l  demmd. 

A l m  f o r  hwr~arAty! ;:ow s a d l y  few comparat ively,  ever  tlenk of such 
an ob l igz t ion?  - Alas! .:-Ience t h e  want of  peace f o r  t h e  individual. 
hence t h e  turmoi l !  - dcx~es t i c ;  - n a t i o c a l ,  - i u t e n i a t i o i i ~ l !  Sveryone 
s e e k l q  peac;, - a s  p o s i t i v e l y  a s  -the s t o n e  i 2  t k e  a i r  s eeks  r e s t  - and 
t h e r e  i s  iio peace f o r  t h e  retio-rial  c r e a - k ~ r e  except  i n  t h e  w i l l i ~ g  s e r v i c e  
o f  i t s  Crea to r .  



1347, Cctober  4, 

Dr .  J .  P. Yomg 
Page 2 .  

3 e a r  Doctor: You gave m e  a  t r e e t n e n t  on T~1-esday. God. b l e s s  you f o r  
i t .  I hope t h z t  I s h a l l  elways z p p r e c i s t e  such f a v c r s  - e v e q  and all 
f a v o r s ;  f o r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  means g r a t i t u d e  and: "Gra t i t ude  f o r  f a v o r s  i s  
mqu.est ionably 0r.e o f  t h e  verj7 first t:id s u r e s t  i i i d i c a t i o m  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  .'I 
3ut I f e l t  t h a t  day t h e r e  vas  something oil jTour sdnd;  t h a t  yo2 were n o t  
your  ova. s e l f  - happy e s  you ought t o  be. I n  f a c t  I ' v e  f e l t  t h a t  yay more 
o r  l e s s  a loyg.  IZ1.ie z e x t  day I aga in  :?ad t k e  g r e a t  p r 5 v i l e g e  of  
singing a Yigh-fv:ass, m d  ss usual f o r  several aoztlns I had J.P. p r e t t y  much 
i n  my mind. DJriIig t h e  " P a t e r  i 'oster" , p c s s i b l y  due t o  n o r e  t h s a  o rd ina ry  
f e r v o r ,  vke:~ I caae  t o  t h e  v~ords: " . . . sicuh 20s d ix i t t imus . .  .'I - And 
f o r g i v e  u s  .. a s  vre f o r g i v e  t h o s e  ui l~c r  t r e s p a s s  a g a i n s t  u s "?  I almost 
f a l t e r e d .  There ;.(as sons th ing  l i k e  an  axswer o r  a  responss  i,i my very  
s o u l  t o  t h e  e f f e c t :  YJliless and u ~ t i l .  he Ioorgivi) .. I tax aot.I1 Tinat 
everAng a t  LLatins you c m e  t o  iny a n d  a g t i i ~  z s  I ir,?;oned t h e  psalm: "2isi 
Do~ninus.. ." , "Unless  t h e  Lord b'crild the 2o';.se, t hey  l a b o r  1 n  v a i n  who b u i l d  
it ." (126) from t h e  o t h e r  c h o i r  came bsck t h e  respcnse  l i k e  8 d i v i n e  
smc t io , r :  "Unless t h e  Lord keep t h e  c i t y ,  he  watcl=eth i n  v a i n  t h a t  keepeth  
it." 

:Ton 3oc to r :  I wel t  t o  assu.re you  hat i t  i s  n o t  t o  embarress you t l i a t  
I m w r i t i ~ g  you tlzus. C'3 t h e  c o ~ ~ t r a q r ,  I positli-vi.1:~ f e e l  t h a t  I could  
~ o t  be your  f r i c i d  1v3tkou-t making a s  a t r o z g  e n  e f f o r t  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s a v e  
you f carr^ul embarrassne;?t la1quesi;ionably ahead of  J-ou u n l e s s ,  by t h e  g r a c e  
of  God you oper  your  eyes a::d cease  tl-,.Ii_r,g t o  do vri_t!iout .Tin, - witiiozt God! 

k P t e r  a l l ,  wkat i s  t i e  erriberrassxient of a  f r i e z d l y  f r a e m a l  c o r r e c t i o n  
;dlea c a i t r a s t e d  with ti le m u l t i p l i e d  t iccusa t ior~  a t  t k e  General. Judgement 
T o ~ o r r o w  be fo re  heaver? an6 e a r t h  a s  w e l l  a s  211 :-:ell? > o r  m7 p a r t  I have 
l o i g  s i ; ~ c e  come t o  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  when t h e r e  i s  t r o u b l e  ahead,  the  
q u i c k e r  me p repa re  t o  n e e t  i t  t h e  l e s s  i t s  goll:g t o  smount t o ;  vhe reas ,  t h e  
l e s s  we mzke o f  i t , i f  i t  be r e a l ,  t h e  dome  i t s  gobg t o  prove. 

Notarius 
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1947, October  4. 

D r .  J .  I?. Y o u g  
Page 3 .  

3 u t  you d e a r  Doctor;  v&Lle i n  q i r i te  3 c m b z r  of  ways you have been 
dc ing  good - have been 211 a s s e t  and a c r e d i t  t o  t h e  Comu;.Lity a t  l e a s t  a s  
f a r  a s  the gelxersl p u b l i c  sees.  You  have used the  t a l e n t s  God bas l e n t  

-. 
you t o  a .  greatexteilt i n  a c r e d i t z b l e  mtimer.  2 a s  ao-t God b1ns1 d JOU too ,  
and t e q o r a r i l y  a t  l e a s t  f i l l e d  your  h e a r t  w i th  g r a t e f u l  apprecS.atio-n f o r  
t h e  s b i l i t y  t o  do f o r  :!in ar-d f o r  h m a n i t y ?  3u-t a r e  you goiiig t o  2riz"-t on, 
ax3  i n t o  e t e r n i t y  s a t i s f i e c i  vri.-lk: t h e  n a t u r a l  "k i ck  you g e t  m i  of it"? - 
znd t h e  temporal  advzntsges ,  i c c h d i n g  i n  this l a t t e r  t h e  shadony c r e d i t  
o f  an v ~ t ~ ~ r ~ ; i , o  publ ic?  I tim ask2ng - addl-essil:g - t k s e  questioix s s  t o  
a b r o t h e r  irfh~ can draw conclus ions ;  a s  t o  cne wko, i r ?  tke s i g h t  of :ieeves 
c2.2 sot plead  igriorsiice. lire you going t o  c o n t i l a e  till too  late, t o  
- - c i t 7 - i  A: ".A d e f j ~  tke Clmrc!? of  $5:: Li~ii?;: God - doping your  ccnscisnze w i t h  
L-? ~1,e poison of nodeni  z the ism,  t k e  climax o f  i x t s l l e c t u a l  azd x o r z l  In- 
s a i l i t y ,  t h ~ t  you can g e t  a long  wi thout  t h e  i=k.rch end @-r sscreaents ar15 
e c m  eqaent t :  ~ i t 2 i o u t  Cod? 

3:: ths v q i t h d - $ ~ - ~  7 ;  .~,<l of grace i s  ^,ke first, p~x.ishxernt on sic, 'v\i3i cin ;Jeans 
i,lle flj_gllt of tile : ~ O ~ J T  S5.i L - f1"04 .the scuL g u i l t y  of si-r. am~i;, if peace i s  
outcta:ldil;gly a  .g i f t  of t h e  IIoiy S p r i i t ,  m d  f i r t h e m o r e ,  ir̂  orLe o f  Y l a  
part3:zt  of B f a:ri!.3. .ifi-r%nll:; !efy the ;?.ivinely i ~ s t t i i l e d  a;id e s t ab l i sh&.  - 
~.:;crese- ta";ve of Fezce ,  %:':en d o c t o r ;  call any t'r;i;;lisr squai2i-led !.ii ti? t h e  
c;;se bs s z q p i s e d  z t  tile sczrL:<allo-~s want of pezc; in such a  p a r e n t s  hone? 
-- ai~d cc.j.rs2, t h z t  every i~r~iet]. i t i ts  ZlelEber of t3e fall?ily be u p s e t  i s  
q u i t e  t o  be ernec-ied. 20 pcs . i t iv f :  f a i t h  f o s t e r e d  o r  a;r;reciated, o r  ~ i o r s l  
c b l i j p % i o r s  f o r  .% r a t i o z a l  c r zb tu re?  Is it n o t  as s e l f ~ x l e r s t o o d ,  i loctor;  
a t  l e a s t  v\;itk. p%.losopl?ers, t h t  a l l  t h e s s  xecessa,ril;r go t o g e t i ~ e r  - reasol?, 
n o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n ,  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ?  

1 
, 9 .  

.:. TL- /j." ;*.- ,kWL; ; / ,/ , .2  
a 
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1947, October  4. 

Dr. J .  I?. Young 
Pzge 4. 

J u s t  t o  quote  one l i t t l e  sa;:ing from the g r o l i f i c  pen. of  one most 
ou t s t and ing  and u n i v e r s a l l y  zciaowledged of  all pk i lo sophe r s  and 
mora3_ists: "3ut  if en37 man liave n o t  c a r e  of  !?is ovc,  alld e s p e c i a l l y  
of t h o s e  of his o-vrn house, h e  ha t& denied ths T a i t h ,  a r d  is worse than  
an in f ide l . t1  S t .  P a u l  (I ?in. 5 ~ - 8 ) .  C f  course  Doctor;  I b o w  tba- t  
w l e s s  one be some way i n  t h e  g r a c e  of  God, tl?Ls m s t  be boril2g t o  read .  
ZTaither i s  t h e  c i r i l l i c g  of a  hope fu l  too-th p l e a s a n t  - f o r  t h e  poor  
doc.f;or tx'_:r r x r e  tha;?, f o r  t h e  sgoni::ing p a t i e i ~ t .  3 u t ,  3u t?  

If you d e a r  Doctor;  w i l l  have ~ z t f  t?i?tly reed  t k e  abovz, hE3vi3g 
 rayed f o r  l i g h t  and a goo2 w i l l ?  t z ~ e r e  n i l 1  b e  g r e a t  hope f o r  both of 
u s  iz Tour r ega rd .  :yet orAg .r;̂  i;ootk, but a  t e n p o r a l  l i f e  :vorth l i v i f i g  
a s  1:dell a s  an i m n o r t a l  s o u l  n: i l l  be saved. 

I n  t'ne name of  S a i n t  ;"rencis,  z ~ d  through h i s  most l ~ u d a l e :  t h e r e f o r e ,  
most .;onerfuUl i : ~ t e r c e s s i c r ;  m y  t h e  Lord &re SOU TY; p a c e  - you s a d  
yours .  

2r. S o l a m s ,  O.2.L:. Cap. 



i945, January 1 4  

The following i s  a fai thfa '? .  ~ ^ , P = S ~ I S C P ~ P ~ ~ . ~ T ~  of  +bIc handwritten 
original message composed by the Servan: of God, Father Solanus 
Casey, 0 .F .M.Cap. for  h i s  Caiden  J u b i l e e .  

Jan, 14 - 1847 - Jan.  14 - 1946 

Thanks be to God for Ifis 

uncountable m r c i e s  - and to my 
neighbor for his patient charity: 

fifty years in the Order have 

slipped, scarcely no t i ced  ahead 

of m e ,  i n t o  eternal l i f e .  

Blessed be God i n  - - - - all ;:is designs f 

Fr. S o l a n u s ,  O.F.$!.Cap, 

O r i g i n a l  in pcssession of: 

Fr. Charles Repole, OFM.Cap. 
Sacred Heart Friary 
1 1 0  Shonnard Place 
Yonkers, N .Y. 10703 



194 7 ,  January 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
d r a f t s  of a  message composed by the  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus 
Casey O.F.M. Cap. f o r  h i s  Golden J u b i l e e  Card. 

Jan .  14 - 1897 - Jan .  14 - 1947 

Thanks be t o  God f o r  uncountable 
mercies  - f o r  a l l  t h ings .  
Thanks t o  my neighbor 
f o r  h i s  c h a r i t a b l e  pa t i ence :  
f i f t y  years  of Capuchin l i f e  
have almost unnoticed s l i p p e d  
ahead of me i n t o  e t e r n i t y  - 
whi ther  I hope t o  fo l low 
be fo re  h a l f  of another  f i f t y ,  

Deo G r a t i a s .  

The Lord be p r a i s e d  
i n  a l l  His des igns!  

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.M,Cap. 

1897 - Jan .  14 - 1947 

What s h a l l  I render  t o  t he  Lord 
f o r  a l l  He ha th  done f o r  me? 
He c r e a t e d  me t o  know Him..that 
i nc ludes  a l l  t he  r e s t  - - 
God made me t o  know H i m .  

0 what a  b l e s sed  H i m !  
To love  H i m  and se rve  H i m  

Sure r e s t s  i n  t he  same. 
1 t ' s  Heaven begun - 

For the  g r a t e f u l  on e a r t h  - 
To t r e a s u r e  a r igh t ! ! !  - - 

Highest  Heaven i t s  worth. 
He permi ts  me To-day t o  S t a r t  a  
second f i f t y  yea r s  i n  t he  Order.  

"Quid retrbuam! " 
Now s h a l l  thank Him! 

May the  r e s t  of my Exis tence  be 
an  E t e r n a l  Deo Gra t i a s - to  God and 
my Neighbor! - Fr .  Solanus,  O.F,M.Cap. 

1897 - Jan .  14th - 1947 

Thanks be t o  God f o r  uncount- 
a b l e  mercies  - f o r  every b l e s s i n g :  
Thanks t o  my neighbor f o r  h i s  
c h a r i t a b l e  p a t i e n c e ;  my f i r s t  
f i f t y  yea r s  i n  t he  Order - almost 
unnoticed - has s l i p p e d  away 
from me i n t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

Th i the r  I hope t o  fo l low be fo re  
h a l f  ano the r  f i f t y  - t r u s t i n g  i n  
t he  merc i fu l  goodness of God. 

F r ,  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

PAX ET BONUM! 

I N  MEMORY OF MY 
GOLDEN JUBILEE I N  RELIGION 

ST. BONAVENTURE MONASTERY 
DETRPOT. ,OCJOGAIVI 

Thanks be t o  God f o r  uncountable 
mercies  - f o r  every  b l e s s i n g !  

Thanks t o  my neighbor f o r  h i s  
c h a r i t a b l e  pa t i ence .  

F i f t y  yea r s  i n  t he  o r d e r  - almost 
unnoticed - have s l i p p e d  from me in-  
t o  e t e r n i t y  - T h i t h e r  I hope t o  fo l -  
low be fo re  h a l f  another  f i f t y ;  t r u s t -  
ing  i n  t he  m e r c i f u l  goodness of God! 

FR, SOLANUS, 0.F.M.CAP. 
DEO GRATIAS 

( F i n a l  P r i n t e d  Version)  



. . .  
m e  f oll_ol~ang is a  f ziti;< 0.L. tr :,,:s :;~-;t:~w of '~1:;: -i;-.-?-d 0r-c' r - e - \- ,, la1 by t h e  
Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  Sola:ius ;Slasey, 0.F.L'. Cag. 

3ev.  Y r .  Sixon,  O.F.IL Cap. 
D i r z c t o r  Thl-rd Order  of Sain-t F T ~ ~ c ~ s  

?Ly ?)ear C o n f r a t e r  Sixon: Idore than  s i u p l e y  t o  s a y  "6 thousan6 t imes  many 
thanks" f o r  your  p r a c t i c a l / i n  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  and a c t ~ a l  
c e l e b r a t i o n  of  t h e  golden j u b i l e e  a t  dea r  S a i n t  2onaven tu re1s  a  Tew weeks 
back ( ~ a n . 2 6 )  ; I want t o  c o n g r a t ~ l a t e  you and your  d e a r  T e r t i a r i e s  - 
every J'c~miors ofcourse  a s  v d l l  a s  t l ie Seniors-and I am i n c l i n e d  t o  s a y  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  members of  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  3 u c h a r i s t i c  UIission Band, 0x1 

t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l ,  a r t i s t i c  g e n e r o s i t y .  One could h a r d l y  f e e l  o t h e r  t h a n  
c ~ n ~ n c e d  wi thout  a  second thought  t h a t  t hey  mst a l l  have worked i n  r e a l  
F r a n c i s c a n  harmony t o g e t h e r  i n  "so  mas t e r ly  p u t t i n g  over" such a  
f r a t e r n a l l y  l o y a l  d i s p l a y .  Nay o u r  Clear Lord b l e s s  a l l  and each who helped 
along.  

I an  su re  t h a t ,  even a s i d e  from t h e  so le im h o l y  hiass i t s e l f  - whose 
very  c e r e r n o ~ i e s ,  e t c ,  I am as su red  brou-glit t e a r s  t o  maw a  nonca tho l i c  eye 
- t h a t  t h e  mutua l ly  f r a t e m a l  s i m p l i c i t y  of t h e  whole p r o p o s i t i o n  was a 

sou rce  of much happy e d i f i c a t i o n .  i l ' r i$ing l a t e r  on when t h e  t e n t i o n  of  
exc i ' cment  had gone ( i f  t h e r e  had been sack)  , a  c e r t a i n  Jew vriio a t t ended  
and t h e  b e e u t i f u l  p r a y e r s  v!ri_t;?- the e p i s x l e  and Gosle,  e t c ,  assured  
m e  t h a t  h e  c o d d  n o t  r e s t r a i n  i d s  t e a r s .  



The following i s  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscr ipt io-  o f  the  o r i g m a l  recording. 

Transcript of a short  te!k b;- ? c h e r  Folarfi~s C s ~ e ; ~ ,  Eiecorded on a 78 rpm 

record a t  the  home of Joseph and i f ' i r ~ f r e d  9 ' 3 o m c l l  i n  Chcago c. 1947, 

My dear f r iends:  You asked me f o r  a few words on my t r i p  this morn- 

ing.  A s  we raced dovm the Mississippi cn the Hiawatha, with the zepher 

across - across the  11ississippi - the  words of the  p s a h n s t  came t o  me - 
on science. And I thought, when s h a l l  we wake up t o  hiow tha t  the  great- 

e s t  of ar-y pa r t i cu l a r  science,  must depend on the grav i ty ,  the  importance 

of the subject  t reated? Botony f o r  I2stance o r  zoology, simple sciences,  

i n t e r e s t i ng  i n  themselves. Xusic i s  beaut i ful ,  the f l u t e ,  the  piano, the  

harp,  the  v io l in ,  queen of them a l l  - music on the cross - how sweet when 

properly mastered. Then the science of astronomy tha t  t r e a t s  of the  in- 

amerab le  planets ,  t h e i r  v~oilderful order,  t h e i r  speed, t h e i r  inconceivable 

dis tances  - the  marvelous clock-work of the  u ~ 3 v e r s e .  They t a l k  too,  of a 

l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  science,  but oh how important, t ha t  of mathematics. But 

what a r e  all these pet ty  sciences vhen tnere  i s  quest ior~ of tha t  one 

grea t  science of a l l  ages, a l l  generations; the science of our re la t ionship 

with God and our neighbor - re l ig ion!  No other science i n  the  end, amounts 

t o  the  snap o f  ones f inger .  But f o r  time and f o r  e t e rn i ty  the  science of 

r e l i g ion  f i l l s  the individual  and society  a l i ke  with hope, the  very soul  

of happiness, this s ide  of Heaven. Then the verse came to  mind on the 

purpose of the  r a t i ona l  creature - my purpose i s  th i s :  

God made me t o  know H i m ,  oh what a blessed aim, 
To love H i m  and serve Hirn sure  r e s t s  i n  the  same. 
I t ' s  Zeaven ' c e , ~ ,  f o r  the  gra te fu l  on ear th  
To t reasure  a l r i g h t  - highest  Heaven i t ' s  worth. 

God bless  you a l l ,  

1 A t  

. I  * i4J$;[ .C,'4," 
2 -.-.*--. '%:.:*< ..-. * ..-.*-.- -- ---.-----w 

fiav. Charles Dillen, c.*.IZL 
Hotarius ZlO 



C. 1947 
The f o l l o w i n g  is a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  S e r v a n t  of  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey ,  0,F.M. Cap. 

S A I N T  FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

HUNTINGTON, IPIDI ANA 

DEAR FRIEND, 

Kindly  a c c e p t  our  h e a r t f e l t  t hanks  f o r  your  r e c e n t  f a v o r ,  
d u l y  r e c e i v e d  a n d  n o t e d .  May o u r  d e a r  Lord  reward  your c h a r i t y  
i n ,  something o f  " t h a t  peace  which t h e  wor ld  can n o t  g i v e . "  
I n c i d e n t l y ;  w e  a r e  a s k i n g  our  f r i e n d s  t o  j o i n  us  i n ,  " s to rming  
Heavenff f o r  God's b l e s s i n g  on our  p o o r ,  d e a r  F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n a r i e s  
and t h e i r  c h a r g e s .  

Q u i t e  a l o n e  i n  many c a s e s ,  and f a r  from o t h e r  
P r i e s t s ,  t h e y  o f t e n  m e e t  w i t h  u n f o r e s e e n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of  
d i scouragement .  They would n o t  b e  human i f  f a i l u r e  and con-  
s e q u e n t  d iscouragement  d i d  n o t  sometimes weaken t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  
PRAYER, t h e r e f o r e ,  on p a r t  of f r i e n d s  a t  home, i s  o f  p r imary  
i m p o r t a n c e ; - - e v e r y t h i n g  else s e c o n d a r y .  Bes ides :  i n  t h i s ,  w e  
a r e  o n l y  r e e c h o i n g  t h e  d i v i n e  c a l l  t o  "duty o f  g r a t i t u d e f f  - -  
J e s u s  h i m s e l f ,  p l e a d i n g ,  --". . . ? ray  y e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  Lord of  
t h e  h a r v e s t ;  t h a t  h e  s e n d  l a b o r e r s  i n t o  h i s  h a r v e s t . "  

G r a t e f u l l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t  

Capuchin F a t h e r s  



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a s s c r i p c i o n  o f  a pho to  
copy o f  a  typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  S e r v e n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  
Solanus  Casey,  O.F.M.Cap, 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

HUNTINGTON, I N D I A X A  

Dear Miss Larmee, 

Thank you f o r  your  k i n d  favcr  o f  August 2 .  The 
wor ld  is  f u l l  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b u t  o f t e n  God u s e s  
i t s  m i s t a k e s  t o  c o r r e c t  u s ,  t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  r igh t :  o u t -  
l o o k  on l i f e  and i t s  e t e r n a l  d e s t i n y .  Yes, I s h a l l  
j o i n  my poor  p r a y e r s  t o  yours  so  t i i a t  Go6 may g ive  you 
t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  always c o n f o r n i n g  you- w i l l  t o  H i s .  

God b l e s s  you, 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  So lanus ,  0.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f :  

M r .  P e t e r  B e r c i k  
41265 Glocamora S t .  
M t  . Clernens, M I .  48045 



Z Q ~  followictg i s  a f e i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a rcessag? :r l r i t tsn lo7 t h e  
Servant of God, 2 a t k e r  Solanu:; Casey, O.E.;,;. Csp. 

( on Seraphic Mass Associa t ion  ca rds )  

"God b l e s s  you Catherine.  Keea us  courtige . . . and kiss t h e  c r o s s  j u s t  
a s  J e s u s  o i f e r s  i - t  t o  us. Be b o w s  bes t .  ?e can cu re  u s  too." 

'7 Xrs . r r a n c i s  Leonard. 
25584 Koontz 
. i?oseville,  12. 46066 

h o t h e r  Message: 

I t  M r .  and Nrs .  S.J.Barnum - 
God's holy  grace  and guidance - pa t i ence  in a l l  t r i a l s . "  

Emerg enc t membership 
God b l e s s  you M r s .  Bamwn. We will pray f o r  you and yours.  

J u l y  20,  1947 2r. Solanus,  0.F.Y. Cap. 



1947, February 8 

February 8th, 1947 

IAr. Raymond T. Taylor 
Brighton, Xi chigan 

1;Xy Dear X r .  Taylor: 

God b l e s s  you and your poorly, dear  Bernice. Xay He b less  
your ;.ihole faxnily and a l l  your f r iends!  

I received your pa th i e t i c  l e t t e r  of January 23rd and do s u r e l ~  
syiapathise with yoit. I hope, however, Clat  is PIS grea"tercy and in- 
f i n i t e  misdon t h e  good God nay see  f i t  t o  draw good f m n  your p l i gh t  
and a s  He never f a i l s  t o  do, innsmch a s  me take  our crosses  i n  resig- 
nat ion a t  l e a s t  t o  H i s  holy w i l l ,  turn your seerxirig n i s for tune  t o  have 
been a bless ing i n  dis,&se. 

I have been down here i n  S t .  Pef ix  s ince  l a s t  A p r i l .  So f o r  t h e  
present an  no more a t  S t .  Bons?verturef s i n  Det ro i t ;  though I was up 
i n  Det ro i t  a l l  l a s t  week, a s  t h e  l i t t l e  cards m y  a-t l e a s t  in t imate .  
You might do wel l ,  never theless  t o  visit the Xonastesy t he r e  on X t  . 
E l l i o t t  (ii17ii.0). They can e n r o l l  you i n  t he  Seraphic ZIass Associa- 
t i o n  a s  wel l  a s  I can, and t h a t  i s  a big f e a t u r e  i n  the of 
t h e  nany notable  favors  there reported - a s  wel l  a s  i n  our  other 
f r i a r i e s ,  Thanks be t o  God. 

A t  a l l  events, dear  Idr. Taylor, I am going t o  t e l l  gou of just 
one of sa id  notables;  t ha t  you m y  draw your o:m conclusion and a s  
I s incere ly  hope, draw therefroax a happiw p ro f i t ab l e  lesson.  The 
case w a s  noted c lose  t o  four years  ago i n  1-23- own hand and rms sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  a s  f ollorrs: 

"Idarch 26th, 1943, Andrew Wheeler, a rnethodest of GS6 Nanist ique 
Ave., De t ro i t ,  had brain- tmorl  removed f o u r  w e e k s  ago, ( ~ e b r .  23). 
A t  first, operation seemed t o  have been success-33iL but two weeks l a t e r  
i n f ec t i on  s t a r t e d ,  Earth 12th second operation,  "Last Tuesday, biarch 
2 3 r d  ItTrs. Wheeler accompanied '0.j a Catholic neighbor came vreepirgiy 
lamenting; I t . .  .They have just operatid OD my Husbalzd -the tirite 
i n  a rconkh and they give  me v e r j  l i t t l e  hope of his recovery. . .'I 

"Now Mrs. Wheeler" , I pleaded, "do c o t  take i t s o  hard. We M i l l  pray 
f o r  your husband and e m 1 1  him ic t h e  Xaes Association and t r y  t o  in- 
duce t h e  our  dear  Lord t o  take over t he  case f i n s e l f " .  ..,.I re- 
corded EIr. V? f s nane, e tc .  

- )!'JL&U!d&kL 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

N c t c i i ~ s  z/% 



Mr:!, Raynoad T. Taylor 
Page 2 

"Mow Nr3. Vheeler, I have a l i - t t l z  pz-opooition f o r  ;rou t o  
mke yourself  t o  %lie good God i n  :wur c::l? horest  vayif. "1 I l l  

do anything t o  plesae t he  8ood Godff, she interposed,  "if  He w i l l  
only spare  ng poor, dear Husband"! 9"Vell t h i s  i s  the proposit ion 
o r  promise I want you t o  ,lake, i f  you choose this r a t h e r  ~ h a n  
something e l s e ,  whereby t o  please Goc!. It  i s  more a suggestion, 
therefore ,  t h a t  you prociac  o r  earnestly resolve  i n  your oim a ind  
t o  look i n t o  t h e  chimes of thac "ilother C.nurchtl d ivinely  plamed 
and proclained i n f a l l i b l e ,  and t i e  c l a i m  of any o5her denonination 
o r  s y s t m  of re l ig ioc .  Or I might say t h a t  you look i n t o  t h e  con- 
nection between then". . . . . .Nr.  Yheeler. cane home %%re next day - 
t h e  day before yesterday and i s  here  w i t h  his tv2f e and neighbor 
To-day. A patch of about t h r ee  inches square vas l i k e  taped a- 
round and above his right temple. Xhi le  I rms not ing t h e  surpr i se ,  
he  rmarked t o  t he  par cy who had give2 hi:? .?his place: !' . . .its 
grea t  t o  f e e l  n o m l  again,  though I f e e l  a l i t t l e  weak. D r s .  i n  
Ann Arbor, Peet and Woti, c a l l  i t  miraculous . , . 1;1xt a pa t i en t  
should t a l k  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  i n s ide  o2 tvren",-four ho l~ r s  a f t e r  such 
an operation1'. 'fmnks be t o  God". 

I had not  heard from the:? f o r  over a year  and a h a l f ,  when 
Krs. Wheeler csne t o  l a m n t  t h e  her husband was not vey j  wel l  
of l a t e .  I asked he r  i f  she had kept h e r  pronise a s  I had sug- 
gested and i;f she had read t he  book I hnd l e s t  h e r  - "The 'T .,ysti- 
c a l  Ci ty  of God". She hmb ly  adxi t ted  that  she had not.  She 
had cone without h im,  a s  she s a i d ,  S e c a x e  she wnnted t o  t e l l  n e  
about him first. 

I .told h e r  without ;kisitatioa: "The vdcole t ~ o u b l e  i s  i n  
your f a i l u r e  t o  keep your p r o ~ s e ,  o r  your proposit ion ivha-leve~ 
It wasu. She pronixed t o  re-bur2 next n igh t  h e r  husband and 
i n  t ~ e  ncantine t o  do soraething t o  show her good w i l l .  It was 
vexy stormy the  next evening, so t h a t  she phoned t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  come as  proiaised but t h a t  they would coac the following eve- 
nir,o. Following i s  t h e  note  I nade w d e r  t he  oxiginal:  

Oct. 18th, 1944. Thsnk God they a r e  both here  To-day. 
BE bas s t a r t ed  -Lo read t he  s a id ,  won- 
d e r f u l  l i f e  of the Blessed Virgin,  t h e  
"Nystical  City of God" and i s  qu i t e  
enthused about it" . 

h o n g  o the r  th ings  i n  praise the wonderful work, t he  "3Iystical 
City: which has bem referred t o  as  t he  autobiography of the B1, 
Virgin he r se l f ,  h e  remarked: "I find SO much is i t  t h a t  I have 
often wondered about. 

Rev. Chcrlecl Diilen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 215: 



Xr. Eaymond T. Taylor 
Page 3 

I hope clear Lir. Taylor ,  tb2-c I have not bored you overmuch 
tvith the above. If I v e x  an e:rperTcnced t ;~ .geat  I would do the 
whole thing over. Under ray circrunstances, however, tha-1; i s  out 
of the question. I an enrolling j.vusclf and am. Taylor i n  our 
mergemy L i s t  and -11 hope f o r  a favorable s u q r i s e  of soxe 
kind - and a favorable report. 

yours, 

Fr. Solanus, O.3.X. Cap. 

P.S. Incideatly, I think i t  is siFtely an e r r o r  for one who i s  a 
Christian (as  I presume you are) ,  o r  vho believes i n  Jesus our  
Redeemer, t o  intimate tha t  he does not belong to  t h e  same f a i t h  
as another who, though believing i n  Jesus Christ and professing 
Cbx i s t i a i t y ,  happens to d i f f e r  with lz im i n  some deta i l s ,  pos- 
sibly not eveii essential. Eeeause I clain thas there i s  rea l ly  
but one Christianity, a s  scienLifica1l.y there can be  but one 
rel igion,  though t h e r e  be a thousard d i f f e r e n t  sys.tens oi" t h a t  
"Greatest scie-ace of a l l  t izes  an?. o r  all. generati.ons -- 

"TBZ scImcx OP om HAPPY PLEATIGIISHIP ! ~ ~ P I E  GOD ~ ; I D  OUR - . : T ~ ~ - ~ G . ' .  ' I  
-- .-< ;re as:* 

"Thus sai the the Lord: Le'i not  the vrise mn glory t o  his visdom, 
and l e a o t  the strong a n  glory in his streagi;h, a id  l e t  no t  the 
r ich mn gl017 i n  !xis r i c h s :  But l e t  h i m  toa t  glorieth glory ia 
this, that  he understandeth wid bav?eth ne, f o r  I an the  Lord 
t b t  exercise mercy, and j udpmxi t ,  and just ice i n  the earth: 
for these things please me, sa i th  the Lord" . ( J er. IX, 23-24) . 

Rev. Chaxles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Nofarius 

216 



The f o l l o n i n g  i s  a fait?:$.i_l. tr51iscr:iption of 2, c r . r l ; ~ i  ;??opy of typed 
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  02 God, :?atlier So1anu.s: Case;, 0.2.1.:. Cap. 

God b l e s s  you and yours. I hope you keep we l l .  Tiany tkal?lrs f o r  your  
c h a r i t a b l e  f a v o r  of 2 e b r u a q ~  7 t h ,  d ~ e l y  r ecs ived  and noted .  P l e a s e  pardon 
t m d i n e s s  of  aclmowledgement, e t c .  I do hope you f i n d  tP;ings a t  l e a s t  a 
l i t t l e  more promising i n  B e t r o i t  nrl?en you return t h i t h e r ,  t kan  t h e y  
g e n e r a l l y  have beea t h e s e  macg noons. .And o f  cou r se  t h a t  you m i l l  be 
f e e l i n g  b e t t e r ,  and more a b l e  t o  b e a r  up under  t h e  p recsu re  t h a t  h a s  
c e r t a i n l y  s o t  added t o  your  tGapora1 psace.  

hd ~ f t e r  a l l ,  d e a r  Krs .  Gtl)onnell;  I do c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on t h e  
a t t i t u d e  and t h e  co:iclusion t l i a t  j u s t  %'<:at p r e s s u r e ,  perhaps n o r e  t h a n  my 
tl-iisg e l s e  - a s i d e  from t h e  g r a c e  of Zod - h a s  bee11 t h e  m e e x  of b r ing ing  
you t o ;  v i z ,  . . . t h a t  probably I am t h e  one n511 have t o  change a i d  n o t  
c o t i c e  every t r i f l e . .  . . q u a r l i c g  only  makes m a t t e r s  worse." 

-- 
r.o.vir 3ortizxate y m  a r e  t o  have f i n s l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  such a conclus ion  - 

by tlze g r a c e  of  Sod and your  o m  e q e r i e x e .  I:ideed, t k a t  l ooks  t o  me 
l i k e  a good begirdling o f  a r e e l  c o w e r s i o ; ~ .  And, j u s t  i n c i d e z t l y ,  t h e  veSy 
first adage I remember wall-derilzg a t ,  beirig about f o u r  a t  t h e  t i m e  and n o t  
f u l l y  uxderstzndii?g i t s  xeaning  , was: "'VdLL ,33GK, IS ?ALP DOYd. " 

Sometimes, i n  $ac t  ve ry  o f t e a ,  a s  we s e e  i n  t i e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  s a i n t s ,  
i t  i s  olll ;~ a f t e r  m a w  a b a t t l e  and a long  s t r ~ g g l e  wLtki o u r s e l v e s  a:id 
a g a i c s t  t i le i n j u s t i c e s  of t h e  world t h a t  we l e a x i  $0 a p p r e c i a t e ,  a s  o ther -  
w i se  we probably 2 e v e r  would l e a i x ,  t h e  sweetness  t h a t  p a t i e n t  s u f f e r i n g  
u n f a i l i n g l y  b r i n g s  i n  t h e  e~ii?, - o f t e a  long  be fo re  t h e  elid. So t h a t ,  a s  
t h e  r ; r e se l~ t  i ' o s ip -o r  , f l d  2 .  Casey vwote a f t e r  q u i t e  a decade of  y o u t h f ~ l  
s t r u g g l e s  :?e could w r i t e ,  02 his f i n a l  s t a r ?  i;i t2.e seminary f o r  t h e  h o l y  
Priest-hood - t h e  g r e a t  g o a l  of  1xi.s h e a r t :  



ILrs . I r e n e  G ' 3 o m e l l  
Page 2. 

" 2 i s  p a i n  t h a t  p u r i f i e s  t h e  i m a n  h e a r t .  
L e t  this a g e ~ t l e  conso la t ion  be 

'J!Le3 b r i g k t  hopes f a d e  asd  d e a r e s t  f r i e n d s  depa r t ;  - 
&id l o v e  i t s e l f  seems but  a  memory. 

The hours  t h a t  fill t h e  s o u l  w i t h  s i l e n t  g r i e f ,  - 
Tnat f l o o d  it wit:? mut . te rab le  woe, 

3ecoaie, w1ien t i n e  Iiath g iven  c a b  r c l i e f ,  
The fou3tai;i  ~vk.er*ce a  :iuxdred v i r t i ~ . e s  flow. 

Tlie mourner1 s t e a r s  t h a t  furrowed k i n d l y  f a c e s  
h d  l e f t  t h e  l l g h t  of  l o v e  a b i d i ~ g  t h e r e .  

Sweet sympat~j.  and t e n d e r  deeds a r e  t r a c e s  
O f  p a i n  and sorrow soothed i n  s i l e n t  prayer .  

C h r i s t  w ~ o u g h t  Zedemptlon from d e s p a i r  am3 s i n .  
By Xis d e a r  Cross  t h e  c l o u . 6 ~  of  g r i e f  were r i v e n .  

?is 3 e t h l e ~  and Calvary  t h a t  win, 
?Tom pa in  and aorronr, t k e  sweets  of  'iieaven". 

(~nf i r i  shed) 

1 . . 

,U'.LL/*-*L--.&IL%&*~\ 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

N 5 t a r i s  218 



1947, February 13  

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a photo copy of 3 handywit ten o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Cassy, 0. F. M. Cap. 

February 13,  1947 

Mrs. Margaret Doyle 
866 A l t e r  Road 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

P r a i s e  t he  Lord i n  a l l  H i s  works: 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. M. Doyle: 

Many thanks f o r  k ind  rememberance. Sorry I missed you. 
Haven't been here  s i n c e  A p r i l  25th.  - 

I rece ived  word from Mr. Stanton  wrote  me of your f l i g h t  
t o  Europe - - - and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  came your c a r d s .  . . . . . 
I hope by t h i s  time he b e l i e v e s  more i n  h i s  Pa t ron  - - - - S t .  
Anton. ! Best Wishes. 

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  # 0 

Fr .  Solanus.  

P ra i sed  be Je sus  t h e  Messiah. 

(on p i c t u r e  s i d e  of pos t ca rd  F r .  Solanus has w r i t t e n : )  

C l e r i c a l  N o v i t i a t e  ( r e a r )  -- looking S.  E. t o  C i t y  down a  
m i l e  and on t h e  Wabash. We have 18 promising novices  - -  
pray f o r  40. 

Or ig ina l  i n  posses s ion  o f :  Joseph F. Doyle 
454 Barr ington  Rd. 
Grosse Po in t e ,  Mich. 48230 

; 

L..--':-.- , ,. .. - -.-., > /)' / , { ....--..- C...----rr----.--.-..-.-------*---.--arr b.. 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1949, March 6 

The fo l lowing  is a f a i t h f u l  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  a photo  copy o f  a bandwri t ten o r i g i n a l  by 
the Servan t  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey,  0 .  .F. P i .  Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

Huntington,  Indiana  

Bles'd be God i n  a l l  His designs!  
d 

March 6, 19451 -- Epiphany 

God Bless you Mrs. Margaret Doyle,  you and yours: 

I hope you are well and that the dear  Lord gtiide you. 

I've "kind-a" been expec t ing  t o  see you t h e s e  days and 
been wanting ta wr i t e .  . . . s o  our  sending a c a r d  a t  least .  
on " L i t t l e  Chris tmas," .  Q r i l  24th,  1549. God h e l p  u s ;  it 
j u s t  s t r u c k  13 P. ).I. and want t o  get t h i s  off f i r s t  i n  t h e  
morning. I just cane a c r o s s  t h i s  le t ter  of yours of Dec. 
18th, 1448. . . . w i t h  Mrs. S t a n t o n ' s  $20.00 cheque, c t c .  I 
hoped t o  see you last January and g e t  informed --- instructed 
r a t h e r ,  e t c .  What s h a l l  I do? I am no t  c l e a r  about  angrhinz 
regarding t h i s  m a t t e r  and i t  must look t o  poor Mrs. Stan ton  
as i f  F r .  Solanus  "don' t  care ."  I'd d i k e  t o  go l n t o  d e r a i l s  
but . , . .? 

I suppose i t  would  be r a t h e r  ou t  of the  ques t ion  t h a t  
you could c m e  down closer t o  S t .  F e l i x  t oge the r .  ? 

17e have a "Guestsr Aparment," where we could ba lk  
things over. We have a "Guest q u a r t e r s  here" t o  accm.odnte 
szven and I am sure you would both enjoy a little visit. I 
an c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  M r .  S t an ton  was a C h r i s t i a n  at heart and 
a Catho l i c .  I f e e l  t o o  t h a t  Mrs. S tan ton  i s  at h e a r t  a 
Catho l i c :  f u r  as  I have been s t r e s s i n g  f o r  yea r s  t h e r e  can 
be but one Christianity and but one religion - - - the 
greatest science oE a l l  ages and t he  p e r f e c t i o n  of tha t  
s c i e n c e .  God b e s t  you both  . . . a l l .  . . 

Fr. Solanus, O . ' F .  b P1. 6. 

.' i . . ,  i i  : , . j ,:; ,' . - .  , . . . . . . . . . . .  ...-" ., 

Rev. Charles Clilon, c.i.c.m. 
Notcrius 



1949,  March 6 

Mrs. Margaret Doyle 

Page 2 .  

P. S. PI. pardon hast. I ao; jus t  statticg, for a day or 
so  a t  Milwaukee, W i s .  

Praised be Jesus! 
Praised Mary our Blessed Mother: 

Fr. Sol. 
Ju ly  8% Blessed be God: 
Dear Mrs. Doyle: God bless you . . . I am sending t h i s  (above) 
just a s  I found it this morning. U i t h  s e v e r a l  c t h e r s  1 g o t  Ftarn- 
ane ps is011  in Milwaukee and had zn experience quite worthwhile. -  hacks be to God. 

Afterwards too, here and i n  S t .  Joseph Hospttal in 
Ft. Wayr,e. Doctor Hoffman t h e r e ,  I hear, feared 1 would 
lose my lower legs.  I never thought  of such a serious 
t h ing ,  Thank God they a r e  again q u i t e  OK. 

. . , . Fr. Si3larz~rs, O h .  Cap. 

Original in possession of: 

Joeeph Doyle 
954 Barrington 
Grosse F o i n t e ,  Mi.48230 
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February 2Lst 1947. 

M. Marie Baxter. 
3733 V i r g i n i a  Park  
De t ro i t  , Hlchigan. 
My Dear Xrs. Baxter :  

God bless you and yours ,  Hnny thanks for your app rec i a t ed  favor  j u s t  
rece ived  and noted. I a m  t ak ing  t h i s  before  several l e t t e r s  ahead of i t .  ... 
1 hsve a b ro the r  Patrick Cescy of S e n t t f e ,  Washington. H e  hzs been dea r  t o  
m e ,  hnving grown u p  with me s i n c e  2871. Ten days ago h e  wzs r e p o r t e d  as 
dangerously ill. ..... 

He h ~ s  been a successful business-man and a d z i l y  cosnaunicant, Thanks 
be ta God. f o r  both. I would nohmsat  t o  eel3  him of a mzmes,i,ke of h i s  having 
no faith.. H e  would  conclude a t  once: "The bay does not  know haw t o  t h ink ,  
end  unless he pray f o r  a n  inc rease  o f  f a i t h  he m ~ s t  l i k e l y  will lose the  
l i t t l e  he hss and i n  t he  end d r i f t  t o  a t h e i s  -- " The climnx of i n t e l l e c t u a l  
and s p i r i t u a l  i n s a n i t y ;  b e c a s e  :.theism i s  prinsril y a sugges t ion  of the  

t devck an6 t h e  hopeless  conclusion tt one and the desperece refuge  of 
shraklow th ink ing ,  of degenerate minds 2nd -- f e a r f u l  to say i t ,  -- of damned 
foo l s :  - no one t h e  primary beadex o t h e r  than  I u c i f e r  h imsel f ,  the  prince 
of  d iabol  i c a l  darkness." 

I t s  a s t r o n g  d e f i n i t i o n  and to chocse t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  tending  t o  
f~llow such a monster rathcr t h an  f o s t e r  f a i t h ,  hope a ~ l d  c h a r i t y  by which 
a lone ,  p r o g e s s  can be  nzdc ir. t h e  p e a t e s  t s c j c n c  of  sll times end of  
a i l  g e n o r ~  t ions --  F.ELIGZCY, "THE SCIZP!C% OF OUR HaPPY RETATIONSHT? \?3TH 
GOD AlCD C U P  NEIGMB?F?.", must be the  c h o k e  of ? to say the l e ~ s t ,  of en 
unfortunate c r e a t u r e ,  - supposed t o  be r a t i o n a l .  You can t e l l  that poor 
P .  S. from m e  as  wet1 as from his a lder  namesake t h a t  while w e  sp ipa thze  
w i t h  honest  men who tend t o  t h i n k  (?) in that l i n e ,  or are con ten t  with 
t h e  prospec ts  of an e t e r n a l  blsrik: of even nothing-ness ,  - t o  say no th ing  
of h e l l ,  i n  which the  va s t  m a j o r i t y  of every age of  t h i n k e r s  have believed - 
we would a t  the same time call a t t e n t i o n  tolobligation we a r e  a l l  under of 
a sk ing  f o r  f a i t h ,  a f r e e  g i f t  of ~ o d  and wi thaut  which, God himself  has 
revealed w e  cannot  please Him.  

/'j 
) / ,?-/-a ,.,,,.,.-... 

Xev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 23% 
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Any one who has been raised n C z r h ~ l i c :  - nay who has bel ieved in   ad 
and has f a l l e n  awsy f r o m  such f c i t h ,  l i t t l e  as i t  may have been, w i l l  have 
a f e a r i u l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  5 0  answer f o r  if satisfied to meet - to t ske  the 
chance, of meeting - the  d i v i n e  Iiini: of t he  Bm-,uet without having on the 
I 8  wedding ;g..xrment" o f  char i ty ;  v i z ,  wi thout  f a i t h ,  bclcause without faith 
neither hope nor c h a r i t y  ( ? roE i t ah l e  f o r  e t e r n i t y ) ,  can e x i s t .  A real and 
outstanding "trace of the Holy r ' r i n i t y " s s  the d i v i n e  "stamp of Heaven on 
t h e  i m r t a l  soul", God will require  on the Day of Judgement i f  we are t o  
be adrni t ted as having on "The ~eddfrag-garment", Its up  t o  the i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  ?reserve, to ecquire ,  to appreciate t h a t  f r e e  g i f t  of ~od's gratuitunus 
l i b e r a l i t y .  

X f  Gad made every r a t i o n a l  crcztatre pr imcr i ly  t o  knob.: K i m  in order to 
l o v e  Him and serve  H i m  ss  only rationnl creatures can, Chen surely t h e r e  
m w t  be something i n  the  v e r y  n a t u r e  of every r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  inclining 
him t o  seek such Icnnwledge . . . . . Therefore:  ''Woe to that man who through 
h i s  own fault loses the faith he has cnce received - or who having cone t o  
t h e  use of reason w i l l  have fc.iled Co c ~ q u i r e  and faster it, Hoping Lhai 
C h i s  m y  h e l p  some one in some way to woke up before too late, 1 beg t o  
remain 

Since re ly  Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr. Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap. 

Pra i sed  bz .Jesus! 

,q , < 

/ / i.: I -1 i 1 l,.L $..:/. 4 -.-....-.---.--------- 
Bow. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.ra. 223 
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February 24th  1947. 

Mrs. Raymond Gabriella Smi th  
8756 Knodell 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. 

Bear Mrs. Smith: 

God bless  you and yours.  Krny thanks fo r  your favor cf t h e  20th,  j u s t  
noted. 

I a m  c e r t a i n l y  pleased to know that t h ings  a r e  b r igh ten ing  up  i n  some 
wags xc least. Just keep u p  your caurzge and pray on, and yau may be 
' ?bso lu te ly  sure t h s t  God will never f r i l  Co be m x e  than Z ibcrd  ly generous. 
In f a c t  w e  only have to think of how merciful He has pa t i ence  w i t h  poor 
sinners who never seem t o  t h i n k  of H i m  - our se lves  inc luded  - t o  be 
convinced that It i s  out of t h e  quesLian f o r  Him t o  fail i n  His goodness 
t o  those  who call on Him with conflcence, sorry for  ou r  poor s i n s .  

I gin glad p u  are able by the grace of  God to  have pa t i ence  w i t h  thos 
whn lzugh a+ sneer at anyone t u rn ing  back t o  serve God and s4me  their s o u l s .  
J u s t  t h a t  i s  the  very secrete cf success i n  the s c i e n c e  of saving ou r  s o u l s ,  
a f t e r  a l l  t he  g r e a t e s t  s c i m c e  of  sl l  t i m e s  and of all genera t ions :  RELXGIQN, 
THZ SCIENCE OF OUR HAPPY RELATIOPISHIP AS!% DEPPZNDENCE OM GOD AND QUR NEIGHBOR. 

Some people have a queer no t ion  of r e l i g i a n  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  I might 
say a n  even queerer idea  of  csnvers ion .  ....., XC seems t o  me, t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  to be converted means to r e c e i v e  the grace of God, one way o r  o t h e r ,  
to come back more ac.d more e a r n e s t l y  nnd more p r a c t i c a l l y  t o  know, to  love  
and t o  serve God. And s ince  we are a l l  so i n c l i n e d  t o  go rang and t o  s i n  - 
even born in s i n  -- w e  can always be conver ted  ( i n  the wider sense), from 
our less p e r f e c t  wnys:  and i f  outside the t r u e  Church, people  can  be 
converted from pag+?saisso and Judzism t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I f  they a l r e a d y  
be l i eve  i n  Jesus C h r i s t  as so msny good p r a t e s t a n t s  do, they can be 
conver ted  from t h e i r  e r r o r s  and from human, t h e r e f o r e  e r roneous  systems of 
r e l i g i o n ,  t o  t he  one and on ly  d i v i n e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  founded system, v i z ,  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  systorn o r  true Church of Jesus Christ. 



Page 2.  1947, February 24 

P i s .  Raymond Gabr ie l l a  S~:llu;h, 8 y ; k .  Xrmdell ,  D e i r m i C ,  Kichigan. 

Let me s t r e s s  here the  express5or1, ~ y s t e r n s  22 r e l i g i o n ,  because i f  as 
above defined,  r e l i g i o n  is a science, there  crzn be but  one r e l i g i o n ,  whereas 
the re  may be a thousand d i f f e r e n t  systems. Furthermore, inastnuch a s  w e  
be l ieve  t h a t  Jesus was God smangst u s  and t h n t  as God He keeps His promise, 
" a l l  ages even t o  the end of  t i m e  to  be w i t h  us", as He is with  us in the  
Wast Blessed Sacramnt ;  so we must be l i eve  too t h a t  according t o  His promise: 
*'. . . Thou art: Pe te r  and upon t h i s  rock I will my Church; and the  gates  of 
hell. shall not  p reva i l  againsr: it," we must beiieve t h a t  the system of 
religion which H e  founded can not possibly go rong. '"or the  Church cannot 
err t h a t  has God f o r  i t s  guide." And egain: "He. t ha t  heare th  you heare th  
me.. . ." And stell again:  "He t h a t  i s  not wi th  me i s  a g a i n s t  we;  and he 
t h a t  ga thess th  not. with me,  s e a t h e r e t h a i P  ********%&**********A** HOW 
clbsspointing tn .Jesus - t o  professed follawers of dis  "rc;forrniag His Church", 
in s t ead  s f  Eohlowing. . ", 

As to  t h a t  depressed fee l ing ,  e t c ,  you complain of o r  lament, i t  may be 
from your age. It seems most women have an experience similar t o  what you 
desc r ibe ,  fo r  a time a f t e r  they are asbout fo r ty - f ive .  I n  such cases they 
usually have t o  practice quite a l i t r l e  patience - with themselves and with 
o t h e r s .  A t  tallevents,  t r y  and keep r;p courage and shake o f f  anx ie ty  as 
rmhch as possibf e .  . . . . . , 

Again wishing you ~od's holy  grace and guidance, I beg t o  remein 

Sinceref y Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Pt. Solanus, O.F.M. Cap. 



I 947, Iiarcii I .  

Char les  15. T u r r e l l ,  X.D. 
2638 Yaci f i c  View T r a i l  
3ollywood 28, C a l i f o r n i a  

God b l e s s  you 3 0 c t o r  T u r r e l l  - you and yours  - aad keep you. ir, Z i s  
ho ly  g race  and gu ide  u s  a11 t o  t k e  one g r e a t  goa l  where love  God and our  
neighbor i s  t h e  l i f e  end t h e  v e r r  sou.1 of s o c i e t y  and a s s o c i a t i o a ,  where 
h o p e f u l l  f a i t h  b a s  merged l i l t0  e t e r n a l  cl?ariljr. 

It wns ocl:; lmt  r Q h t  t h a t  I came t o  your l e t t e r  of t h e  9t'? ( ~ e b r . )  , 
f o r m r d e d  5 i t h e r  from S t  . 30:iaventuret s, D e t r o i t  . ?'ow aonderfu.1 a r e  n o t  
t k e  m y s  of / Lord a s  we l l  a s  ?is works! 1 s u r e l y  was pleased witl:. J a c k ' s  
Yew Years r e p o r t  - aLnost surpass ing  my most ckerished hopes, t k a t  your- 
s e l f  a-?d poor, d.ear l i t t l e  i k s .  Tur;.ell  t oo  had rece ived your Pi rs i ;  Iioly 
20limvnion on Chr i s tnas .  It s u r e l y  brought z t e a r  to my eye, as =veil EOW 

i t  does w r i t i n g  about it. I once c o r e  am gled  t o  c o l g r a t u l a t e  you. o s  
;our p r i v i l e g e  a s  on t h a t  d g h t  I d i d  on long-distance. Cf course  t h e  
same goes f o r  Us. ":.rrell a s  I f e l t  i t  d i d  t h a t  n i g h t .  I was s u r p r i s e d  
a f t e r  we liuig up t h a t  I did  n o t  a sk  t o  speak t o  h e r  persol?ally t o  Coil- 
g r z t x l z t e  h e r  t o o ,  but -5!~_e~. .i tioixghf; i t s  b e t t e r  i-?s-,ead, t k a t  w e  j u s t  
turn. t o  Sod a;zd thapli: Zim, t h e  d.ivi;?s source  or" sv.c2grsces, such hzgpi- 
a e s s  , su-ck consola t ions .  

Tor tuaa te ly  I was i n  S t .  3 o n a v e - ~ t u r e ~ s  t h a t  rAglit t o  r ece ive  such 
t i d i c g s  and p a r t i c u l z r s ,  d i r e c t l y .  7ken 1 t o l d  t h e  o t h e r s  nex t  day a t  
d i a l e r  they  were more than  p leased .  F a t h e r  S a l e s i u s  e s p e c i a l l y  and t h e  
o t h e r s  p resen t  wl;o h e w  you while  h e r e  i n  t h e  E a s t .  When I t o l d  them of 
my p l e a s x ~ t  experiences on n e e t i n g  you two y e a r s  ago i n  Los hgeles ,  now 
I had g o t t e z  XI. touch (with)  Yrs. T u r r e l l ,  s u r p r i s i n g  h r  on t h e  phone 
~ i l d  about our  " c h i l d r e n t  s ::as next  day, Jack ,  n i t 3  his d e t a i l s  about  S t .  
Axtl.-o:~j~, so  t r z g i c l y  c k a ~ g i z g  &his hesi t ; ; t ioi i  t o  d e t  erxi.nation, e t c ;  
;ilai;her Y rovixial thought full;- ramarked: l'Th.ai; i s  q u i t  e a  renarkable  
case.!' I t ~ , r e  been ti2irdiLlg of l a t e ,  especial l j r  s i n c e  Jack  a i d  JTOU a l l  
a r e  so  r i g h t l y  s o l i c i t o u s  about h i s  success ,  even ss a manager, God w i l l -  
iag, - V&J not? - and especLzllx s i n c e  S a i n t  Anthony seemed so s o l i c i t o u s  
himself  a s  t o  g i v e  "his l i f e  f o r  Jack1  s decision" -LO continue i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and a c t u a l l y  j o i c  t h e  t r u e  Cliurch, we s l~ou ld  go a f t e r  him with cocfidence 
i r _  1xi.s i n t e r c e s s i o n  =id n o t  l e t  hila r e s t  till he  fil-is:? t h e  work h e  had 
p o s s i b l ; ~  i~ his whitr; be) zwakened 23s prot$ge,  



a.  S i s t e r  Xatthew 
C' d i s t e r s  of Char i ty  

S e p o u r  hve . 
Lansizg , I 3  c lagan 
>!arch 5 t h  1947 

l jear  S i s t e r  ;:&thew: 
Y 

God b l e s s  you. axd you-rs. h l y  l a t e  l a s t  ni@t d id  I g e t  t o  read your 
k ind  f a v o r  of  Xarcb I s t ,  duely rece ived orid noted .  Elany ti?anks f o r  same. 

I r a t h e r  r e g r e t ,  however, t h a t  I f a i l e d  t o  f i r d  t h e  s i s t e r ' s  name 
whose condi t ion  i s  l a m e ~ t e d .  I wanted -50 e n r o l l  h e r  i r _  t h e  Seraphic i:ass 
Associa t ion  - a g r e a t  p a r t  of t h e  s e c r e t  (? )  of t h e  manjr f avors  repor ted  
back t o  0-~.r rnor?asteries, a s  answers t o  prayer .  I s h a l l  exmoll h e r  any- 
how, a s  Ses t 1 hiow, ill t h e  hope t h a t  poss ib ly  t h e  merc i fu l  God may deign 
t o  smi le  some way a t  our  "d2r.ixg s impl i c i ty" .  Adored be 1 2 s  b lessed  6e- 
s i g n s .  

I n  t h e  meax t ime p lease  send me h e r  i?me f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  3 a t h e r  
have h e r  w r i t e  me a s  slie p r ~ p o s e d  t o  do t;nd explail? t h e  t r o u b l e  a s  b e s t  
she  can. ,Yb.y sb.ould ske h e s i t a t e ?  D e t a i l s  a r e  no t  necesssry  of  course.  
X t  sometiljilg perso;?al would n a t u r a l l y  be b e t t e r  tkan  a r e p o r t  from some 
one e l s e .  I f ,  a s  you. t e l l  me, slie t r i e s  1 am s u r e  we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  
h e l p  h e r .  -.ie have had cases  t h a t  I an s u r e  lmve been more th rea ten ing  by 
f a r  timn h e r s ,  judging from jus t  w h t t  px. have t o l d  me, t h a t  have come out  
b e t t e r  than  before  a f f l i c t e d .  

7 /h i l e  wa i t ing  t o  h e a r  f r ~ m  h e r  I am sending you a  l e t t e r  2o r  her, 
wri t t e i l  by olie 02 my reverend b ro the r s  t o  another  - ordained j u s t  a yeas  
a p a r t  -- 191 I- '  12. For  f i v e  y r s .  tlze e l d e r  was ha rd ly  ever  a b l e  t o  say  
3 o l y  Kass. :Tow ir, h i s  80th y e a r  he  says  :his o f f i c e  and I:oljr Kass every 
dajr. K l a ~ k s  be t o  God. 1 am s u r e  you w i l l  a l l  l i k e  t h e  l e t t e r .  

%oping t h a t  this nay E n d  you and "our  p a t i e n t 7 '  (?) improved and 
improving, 1 beg t o  remairi, 

? '  . , > m c e r e l y  Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

3r. Solanus,  0. Pi. Cap. 



I,:y Dem Ti;a3am: God bless you and pours. 

I have J u s t  reed  your p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r  and do s u r e l y  s p p a t h i z e  with 
both you and! your busband, - with  k i m  poss i lQ-  t h e  more, because of  his 
g r e a t e r  danger of l o s i n g  h i s  s o u l ,  u n l e s s  you be icduced t o  turn back t o  
God. 

You t e l l  me e s  much ss t h a t  our  f r i m e  Grace F a n p r d  guided you 
liLtker and egein t k a t  you. are n o t  "of  q y  f a i t h i ' .  -Arir"ztever you be, you 
have an i ~ m o r t a l  s o u l  - your o- self - t o  seve f o r  God; 2nd I a n  g l a d  t o  
h e l p  you. do t h a t .  

I presume t h a t  you Ere a C k r i s t i x  of sone deco~n imt ion .  If I am 
r i g h t ,  then  i n  s a y i ~ g  you do n o t  bel-ong t o  my f a i t h ,  you e r r  i n  a  way; 
because  here i s  or,* one C h r i s t i a n i t y .  Iill?ilik a  l i t t l e  znd s e e  i f  I'm 
r i g h t .  I go f u r t h e r .  If r e l i g i o n  cazl be defined e s  a sc i ence ,  and I 
c la im 5% i s  n o t  only a sc i ence  but t h e  very  , - rea tes t  s c i a i c e  of  al.1 t imes 
and o f  every gene ra t ion ;  i n  f a c t  t h e  oiI.1~ sc iznce  t h a t  i n  t h e  end counts  
f o r  augli-",, slid without  ~ ~ h i c h  a l l  o t h e r  s c i s i c e a  a r e  v a i n  a l lv-s ions .  Ah! 
1 1 . ~ -  L ~ i l I G I C i - ,  ,- 213 S C I X 2 3  G p G I 3  Trii.'ir'lJY ,il.:LbI'ICC3TT? ( dep ender~ce on) , ;iITE 
GOD k'-D olTI?. 'T31G/';3C3". 

i ' u r ~ h e ~ l o r e ,  -t!4.*lle t h e r e  m y  5 2  a  chousarzd d ~ f f  erelit  s y s  =eras of t h a t  
s c i ence  -- a tkousxid v z n o u s  d m o r u n a t l o s s  - the scie:qce of r e l l g i o n  
r e x ~ i n s  one. I t s  up t o  t h e  individu-al  xLtAz t h e  u s e  of reasoa:  cooperat ing 
w i t h  God's grece  t o  f i n d  which Is  t h e  bent s y s % m  and t o  choose 2 
ra-cher than  any o t h e r .  G i i  his choice d e p e ~ d s  t o  a  v a s t  e x t e i t  , :his ova 
pezce snd t h a t  o f  the comwiltg - a s  we l l  2s t h e i r  hope f o r  e t e r n a l  
happiness h e r e a f t e r .  

, ,') : i 4  
. j l ,  + 

,) L L/L,,-.-+~!-~L.LA,,..~- .C_.__._l........-..-*--..-- 
Bev. Charles Dillen, C.i.c.m. 

~ c t  a:ius 228 



- - .~.,ost probably Yile t r o u b l e  of v2ich p u  c o q l z i n  i s  en e f f e c t ,  a 
s imple  cossequexce of wa;it of this s c i e n c s ,  l z c k  of  r e l i g i o c .  C:le i s  
sl,most forces- to conclu6.e t k a t  z e i t h e r  of you e r e  m~-ch advancee. in this 
q p a l l i n g l y  neg lec t ed  sc i ence .  . . . . . A s  t o  what your  !?u.sbacd was once 
upor-, a t ime i s  a  rr;iglity smell. m a t t e r  f o r  k i n 1  t o  "b2~3:: oc". 13e c e r t a i n l y  
wzs neve r  oze of t h e  Apos ts l s  o r  tin z rchacgei .  . . . . d u d m  YES. L u c i f e r  
v m s .  If h e  has  g iven  u? t h e  e x e r c i s e  of fzi-61 is God aad t h e  f o s t e r i n g  
of  r z l i g i o 2 ,  r a t k e r  I ' 11 say t h z t  inasmuch ss any of us f a i l  i n  t'ds 
v i t a l  z a t t e r ,  is j u s t  so  mu& does t h e  l:~fi.ivi_&del s t a c d  ki d z i ~ g e r  f s l l i n g  
a p rey  of s e l l .  

;one ten y e a r s  ago t h e r e  wss a 9zarfu.lly t r e g i c  dea th  in J a t r o i t .  k 
c e  xaia judge who a s  E young na:? had e l i c ~ t z d  h i g h  compl i~e ;? t s  p u b l i c l y  
give1 8s a  "practical model of a y o m g  C a t h o l i c u .  he;,? ir, his youth ,  
however, i t  :r;ov.ld seem tLe saxe gucige hed beell x.laturz1ly li icli i leil  t o  p e t t y  
j?zlousy.  ,-ihatcver t h e  cause ,  k e  hhd l i t t l e  3y l i t t l e  give11 up t h e  
p r z c t i c e  of Pis fait!? - t h e  sad  iF;6y rile a r e  e l l  i i icli : led - a-ld f m a l l y  
a b e d o n e d  r e l i g i o n  e n t i r e l y  czd i;i the  e.:d -:at a;id &aged h imss l f .  Kay 
t h a  I ? z r  Lord p r s s c r v e  v.s such a  f a t e !  



1947 ,  May 10 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  fs5thi::l r r i inscripcisi i  ;;f t he  typed o r i g i n a l  by  
t he  Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

SAINT FELIX FRIARY 

IIUXT'IXGTON , INDIAT4A 

May 10, 1947 

Mr. C .  W.  Seery 
18 W.  Lawrence S t .  
Pon t i ac ,  Michigan 

My Dear M r .  Seery: , 

God b l e s s  you and your f r i e n d s ,  and us a l l .  I hope you a r e  
w e l l  and t h a t  your f r i e n d - p a t i e n t  i s  no t  l o s i n g .  We rece ived  your 
wire  some n i g h t s  ago and e n r o l l e d  M. OILaugh'n i n  t he  Seraphic  Mass 
Assoc ia t ion  a s  an emergency case .  Today we rece ived  your s p e c i a l  
and a r e  e n r o l l i n g  a s  t he  enc losed  w i l l  i n d i c a t e ,  a  pe rpe tua l  
member. 

Thanks be t o  t he  merc i fu l  God, w e  have had s e v e r a l  no tab le  
ca ses  of cures  r epo r t ed  a s  through t h i s  means he re  a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  D e t r o i t ,  and esewhere. 

Rather than  d e t a i l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  what f o r  anyone t o  fol low,  I 
a m  going t o  g ive  you he re  a  b r i e f  resume of a l e t t e r  I wrote s e v e r a l  
months back t o  a  p r e s b i t e r i a n  whose f a t h e r ,  g rand-fa ther  and g rea t -  
g randfa the r  were a l l  p r e s b i t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  and who 1 b e l i e v e  i s  now 
t ak ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  i s  p o s s i b l y  a l r e a d y  a  p r a c t i c a l  Ca tho l i c .  
I n  f a c t  t h e r e  a r e  two cases  he re  involved,  - bothe nonca tho l i c ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  Seery o r  an 0'  would say: "on the  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
fence". I t  fol lows about  thus :  

I 1  . . . I am s u r e  dea r  I",. R . J . ,  I t o l d e  you of the  W. c a se ,  
noted he re  j u s t  about two months ahead of yous. L e s t  I be mistaken,  
However, he re  i t  is  i n  b r i e f .  'March 2 6 ,  1943. Mrs. W .  ... W. was a 
methodis t ,  had been g iven  up a f t e r  t he  t h i r d  o p e r a t i o n  on a  bra in-  
cancer  a s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  dea th  i n s i d e  s i x  months. (The f i r s t  opera- 
t i o n  was on February 23rd) .  Mrs. Wh. weeping was in t roduced  same 

Rev. Charles Dillsn, e,i.c.m, 
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after-noon by a Catholic neighbor. .... "111 do anything t o  please  
the good God if h e ' l l  only spare  qr poor ,  dear  husband". , she 
answered. "Then, Krs. 'lJ ." , amvered, "This i s  about vhat 3 would 
advise  you. "E&e a p r o d s e  o r  propasixion t o  P u g h t y  God i n  your 
ovm hoaest way a s  a nethoiij.st, t h a t  i f  your  husband gives t h e  doc- 
t o r s  a su rp r i s e  toaorsovi o r  by t he  cad oP t h e  week (i t  mas ~ u e s d a ~ ) ,  
y o u ' l l  be ezmest i n  looking i n t o  t h e  d i f fe rence  o r  r a t h e r  the r e  
la t i onsh ip  betrreec your d e n o ~ ~ a t i o n  axid t h e  "Idother Church" . . . . . . 
They reWmed t h e  followilclg Friday with Nr. W. a l l  taped-up but 
s ~ U n g .  H e  had corm hone f r o z  t h e  Piniv'.-hospital i n  Ann Arbor 
next day V ed . 

Doctors Grood sad Pe te  had pronowxed his recovery miraculous. ..... October 18 th  a year  and a ha l f  l a t e r  they cane back - the 
l a s t  t i n e  I saw then and he looked end acted a s  he 'd  never been 
sf ck. T h i s ,  hanever, was two nights a f t e r  she  had phoned me, lament- 
ing t h a t  he  was not  well, e t c ,  and I had adnonished her t o  do sojne- 
th ing  toward t h e  f u l f i l l i n g  o f  the promese she had nade so many 
nonths before, i f  h e r  husband were spared her.  

Besides, I had given her a copy of t h e  'Tdystical City of God", 
- t h e  v~hde r i ' u l  L i f e  of t h e  Blessed V i q i . 1 1  Kazy, which I honestly 
consider her ovm autobiography; the ac tua l  w r i t e r  beLng a s  h e r  
secretary  Venerable Xother Xary of Jesus ,  of kgrada Spain, H e  
especia l ly  seerned enthused over the book that night - had evid- 
beer?, on t he  "job" of reading t h e  book, those couple of days. 



Dear Friend:  

God S l e s s  you ar,d yours*  I hope you a r e  w e l l 7  a s  e v i d e n t l y  J ~ O U  a r e  
~ o t  t o o  bad t o  w r i t e  suck ac i r t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  a s  t h s t  w 3 c k  I have j u s t  
r e a d  fzorr. your  pen. e l l  no twi ths tanding  your  t r y k i g  berievement of 
l o s i n g  you dea r ,  pat ierzt  -./if e  X e r c i l e .  

I s u r e l y  would l i k e  t o  have s e e 2  h e r  2nd eo:isoled k e s  be fo re  i t  were 
t o o  l a t e .  :?ather I s!?ou.ld s ay ,  t o  emourage  k e r  i x  h e r  a c t s  and d i spos i -  
t i o n s  o f  f a i t h ,  hope, c lx i r i t y ,  p a t i e n c e ,  r e s i g t a t i o n ,  c o n f i d a c e  ir God 
e t c .  I k a t  a p r i v i l e g e ;  wkat a  kappiness  t o  k3ve beex o f  a s s i s t e n c e  t o  
aaxone i n  t h e i r  f i n a l  s t r u g g l e  a:?d t o  h z v ~  whispered a:? e x o u r e g i n g  p raye r  
i c t o  t h e  e a r  of t l ie pa t i e r i t  when l a t w s l l j -  everytlxing must saem dark  axd 
l:opeless! 2rom what you have w r i t t = i  of b a r ,  however, witk a l l  h e r  s t r d g g l e s  
al?d h m l i l i a t i o m ,  e t c ,  I t h i n k  s h e  m ~ > s t  have 1een:ed w i t e  a l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
62.2 most i n p o r t a n t  a r t  of  "d:,ricg ~j\7e3.1". - 

I x i d e a t l y ,  I had am "a  t l ~ e i s t "  ~n-l-a~ir l o s e  xis e l d e s t  born,  t e n  g e a r s  
ago on lzis waj- w i t h  h i s  familj- t o  t h e  di arnorifi j u b i l e e  or" hxs w i f e ' s  p a r i s h  - 
S t .  J o s e p l i f s  i n  P r e s c o t t ,  'Sis. ?ha t  was w5ere myself 2z.d 2 : ~ m b e r  of  rnr 
brotl-izrs and s i s t e r s  had been bap t i zed ,  iccludi?ng oiie of  my 3ev. brot l?ers .  

I s a i d  " a t h e i s t "  b e c a ~ s e  h e  haa  neve r  been t a u g h t  much, i f  m~t l r i i r ig  i n  
ch i ldhood9 about  God elid t h e  s c i e n c e  of r e l i g l o c  and conssque:itly had neve r  -. 
jo ined  a,?:. d e n o ~ i n a t i m .  -:e was a  good, c lzan- l iv i i lg  mai:, I-iowever, and -. . 
from t h e  o u t s t a a d i n g  exaniple of i i s  wife - iLzti?leez C f 3 r i e z  her  maiden name - 
and t:ie sweet p r a y e r s  aad peace pervading :?xis home a s  3 rex.l.t; h e  had l e a r n e d  
t o  admire the wonderf'd.1 f a i t - ? ,  s o  i : i=spir izg of kope m d  r e a l  ~ J . p ~ l m 8 t ~ T a l  
c h a r i t y ,  s h e  p r a c t i  ced and f o s t e r e d .  



2he so11 drowied ir Chicago on t1:eFr way t o  t h e  J u b i l e e .  It  heppened 
on 1 5 s  s e v e a t h  b i r tkday .  E?ey took t h e  l i t t l e  corpse  a long  and we bur ied  
i t  in h e r  f z ~ l g  p l o t  a few paces  from t k e  g raves  of  ny two l i t t l e  s i s t e r s  
who d i ed  i n  one week when I was e i g h t ,  f873. 

Pardon 3uch d e t a i l s .  2 u t  you were c o n s i d e r a t e  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  of your  
l e t t e r s  t o  me and 1 :lore *ese m y  be t o  good i n  one way o r  more, s o  j u s t  
b r i e f l y ,  I sm i n c l i r e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  afiy0r.e except  a pa ren t  
t o  r e a l i z e  what such a debt:? n u s t  haye r:ieant t o  xy in-lew. The poor  man 
just seened t o  wonder. it c e r t a i n i y  m d e  l3-rn thiliE; rnore deeply about 
e s s e ; ~ t i a l s .  IIowever, t h a t  was n o t  t k e  worst .  J u s t  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  a f t e r  
a b r i e f  i l h e s s ,  h i s  s a i d  Kathleen a l s o  wzs taken;  l e a v i n g  :?in t h r e e  
ch i ldrer?  t o  mother f o r  Xrnse l f  e s  b e s t  31e z i g k t .  

I-e wrote  me a t  t i e  t ime t h a t  a t  first h e  :?ad just wondered l i k e  i f  
t h e  sux migkt sl:ine 2gai.n. T lx i s ,  however, se2xed t o  be t h e  t u m i r q p o l n t .  
3 e  g r e a t z s t  s emoi l  ha  had eve r  viitnessed -- h e r  example of  neve r  f a i l i n g  
C k r i s t i a : ~  v i r t u e s  -- kad plarited seeds  or' a d r i r a t i o n  f o r  C l ~ r i s t i a n  f a i t h  
i n  his 

./3 : 3 ! '  i 
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Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.rn. 
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1947, August 6 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r l ~ t i o n  of  a carbon 
copy of  a typed no te  by the  Servant  q f  God, Fr .  Solanus 
Casey O.F.M. Cap. 

( n o t e  added t o  a l e t t e r  from S i s t e r  Mary C.  ( ~ a g e n )  t o  
F r .  Solanus da ted  August 6 ,  1947) 

Mount S t .  Joseph Aug. 6 ,  1947 

(NOTE) The ca se  h e r e i n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t he  fo l lowing  l e t t e r  
was c e r t a i n l y  v e r y  remarkable .  M r .  Eagen and Wife were brought  
from smi th ' s  Creek ( 5  m i l e s  So. of  P o r t  Huron) January  10, 1925 
- had been s e n t  hone from Ann Arbor U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l  fo re -  
going November - given  up by d o c t o r s  as hope l e s s .  H e  looked 
l i k e  75 an o l d  man. He was on ly  39 and looked i t  when e i g h t  
days l a t e r  he drove h i s  own c a r  t o  r e p o r t  and e n r o l l  p e r p e t u a l l y .  
I d i d  n o t  know him t i l l  he spoke. Thanks be t o  the m e r c i f u l  God! 

F r .  So l .  



1947, September I0 

The fol lowing i s  a f s i t h f u l  ~ r a n s c r i p r i o n  of t he  photo copy of  t he  
typed o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Scrvanc of  God, Fc?Lher Soianus Casey, 0,F.M.Cap. 

CAPUCifIN FKAhrCISCAX FATHERS 

SAIXC FELIX FRIARY 

HUKTLSGTON , INDI-4NA 

September l o th ,  1947 

Dear 14iss Medora L o u i s e l l :  

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I have j u s t  read your favor  of  t he  8 t h  
- p a t h e t i c  enough i n  i t s  way, though i n d i c a t i n g  noth ing  t o  be over  
anxious about ,  

Good housekeepers and good busines-men a r e  c a r e f u l  t o  have "a 
p l ace  f o r  eve ry th ing  and eve ry th ing  i n  i t s  place."  I n  t h i s  they  show 
a  t r a c e  of t he  d i v i n e  c h a r a c t e r  of t he  u n i v e r s a l  Guide and Master ,  
Who of course ,  has  a p l ace  f o r  each one of us .  He, t he  Crea tor  and 
Divine Governer of the  universe  i n  a l l  i t s  d e t a i l s , c o u l d  c r e a t e  ch-i ldren a s  
i n  t h e  case  of  Adam and Eve wi thout  pa ren t s .  He could t each  l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n  wi thout  nuns o r  schools  and g ive  the  ho ly  sacraments a s  has  
been the  case  on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  - without  p r i e s t s ,  t h e r e f o r e .  

I n  His d i v i n e  economy, however, God has  been p leased  t o  honor His 
c r e a t u r e s -  most e s p e c i a l l y  His r a t i o n a l s  - by g iv ing  them, each accord- 
i n g  t o  h i s  a b i l i t y ,  a  p a r t  of His own work t o  do. Rather I ought t o  
s ay ,  by p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and coopera t ion  i n  His won d i v i n e  a c t i v i t y ,  e t c .  

Fihy be over  anxious,  t h e r e f o r e ,  about something t h a t  God h imsel f  
is  i n f i n i t e l y  more s o l i c i t o u s  than  any of H i s  c r e a t u r e s  can be? I f  
you go t o  t he  d i v i n e  Headquarters  by r e c e i v i n g  ho ly  Communion f requent -  
l y ,  and e a r n e s t l y  and humbly plead wi th  the  d i v i n e  Spouse of ou r  s o u l s  
f o r  guidance no t  on ly  f o r  your se l f  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  each of  those  
f r i e n d s  of whom you w r i t e  - I am s u r e  you w i l l  have no th ing  t o  be par- 
t i c u l a r l y  anxious concerning the  important  ma t t e r  of your voca t ion ,  

I n  t he  meantime of course we w i l l  b e  g l ad  t o  inc lude  your in ten-  
t i o n s  i n  our  poor p raye r s .  

S i n c e r e l y  Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  Possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. John Hoste 
3450 Maple Lane 
S t e r l i n g  Heights ,  Mich .  48077 



The following is a faithful t ranscr i~ t ion  
of the handwritten original- by the Servant 

1947, October 24 

of God, Father ~olanus-~asey ,- 0 .  F . I f .  Cap. 

Bles'd be God in a l l  H i s  designs! 

Peast of St. Raphael  Archangel. 1947. 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. Mauer. 

I hope t h i s  f i n d s  t h i n g s  brightening, 
I have j u s t  e n r o l l e d  Richmd f o r  t h i s  i n t e n t i o n .  
We'll pray f o r  you all - that our  dear  Lord 
guide and guard. 

Best regards and God's b les s ing  - 
including your ,,.... Stella. 

Praised be Jesus Christ 1 

Fr. Solanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  card f n possess ion  of: 
1I"lr.s. George R, Parrell 
1120 Roslyn Rd. 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI. 48236 



1947 ,  Nov. 4 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
p o s t c a r d  by t h e  S e r v a n t  of G q d ,  F 4 t k e r  S o l a n u s  Casey ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

B l e s s e d  b e  God i n  a  11 H i s  d e s i g n s  ! 

November 4 t h .  Again many t h a n k s  f o r  your generous  f a v o r  of 
October  1 6 t h .  May t h e  d e a r  Lord b l e s s  you f o r  same. Thank you 
s p e c i a l l y  f o r  e n r o l l i n g  m e .  Yours must make a b o u t  a  dozen 
p e r p e t u a l  e n r o l l m e n t s  I ' v e  had t h i s  J u b i l e e  y e a r ,  a n d  I have  no 
i d e a  how o f t e n  I ' v e  been e n r o l l e d  a n n u a l l y .  The c o n t i n u e d  f a v o r s  
w e  have  r e p o r t e d  as t h r o u g h  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  g i v e s  m e  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
for s u c h  e n r o l l m e n t s  t h a t  I cou ld  h a r d l y  have  o t h e r w i s e .  Thanks 
b e  t o  God. ... A s  t o  t a k i n g  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  I look  a t  t h a t  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  d e a r  L o r d ' s  own a p p r e c i a t i o n :  "What you have  done 
f o r  t h e  l e a s t  o f  my b r e t h r e n  You have  done t o  m e . "  --It i s  g e t t i n g  
l a t e  now: Sa I ' l l  s a y  Good Night  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  .... 

Fr .  S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

( w r i t t e n  on t h e  p i c t u r e  s i d e  of  t h e  p o s t c a r d )  

( p r i n t e d )  SAINT FELIX CAPUCHIN F R I A R Y ,  HUNTINGTOX, IND.  

( h a n d w r i t t e n )  and c l e r i c a l  n o v i t i a t e ,  T h i s  year  
wa have 24 promis ing n o v i c e s .  Thanks b e  
t o  God. W e  c o u l d  p l a c e  a  hundred more 
p r i e s t s  i f  w e  had them-- in  home a n d  
f o r e i g n  m i s s  i o n s .  

P.S. C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on your j o i n i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  
Family of t h e  F ranc5  s c a n s .  

( p o s t s c r i p t  a p p e a r s  on back o f  e n v e l o p e )  

O r i g i n a l  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of:  

Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  O r F l a h e r t y  
1382 N o t  t ingham 
Grosse  P t e . ,  M I .  48230 



The fo l l owing  is  a f a i t h f c l  transcristion of t h e  handwr i t t en  
message on back of a  photo by t h s  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus 
Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

So g l a d  " l i t t l e  Tomy" i s  b igger  now and doing s o  w e l l  

Thanks be  t o  God. 

Snapped t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  Chapel 
S t .  F e l i x  Monastery, Nov. 4 t h  1947. 

God bless you, Mrs. O 'F laher ty .  
I hope you a r e  a l l  con t inu ing  w e l l .  

P l ea se  pardon de layed  acknowledgment. 
Many thanks .  I wanted t o  w r i t e  you a  l e t t e r :  bu t - - - !  

Love and G o d ' s  b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l .  
F r .  So lanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. ' 

"God condescends t o  u se  our powers 
If w e  don ' t s p a i l  His plans  by ou r s .  " 

Pra i sed  be  J e sus  C h r i s t .  

(Fa the r  Solanus i d e n t i f i e d  himself  and h i s  nephew, J. McCloskey, S.J. 
on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e i r  p i c t u r e )  

Or i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  O 'F l ahe r ty  
1382 Not t ingham 
Grosse P t e . ,  MI. 48230 



1949, March 23 

The fo l l owing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  b y  t h e  Se rvan t  of G c d ,  Fz thc) r  SofariilS Casey, 0,F.M. Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

Huntington , Indiana 

3/23/49 Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns!  

God b l e s s  you Mrs. John O'Flaher ty--you and yours .  

Dear Mrs. O 'F laher ty :  

Many thanks  f o r  your kind i ~ v o r  of j u s t  a  month ago--  
du ly  r ece ived  and noted.  

I ' v e  had i t  r i g h t  h e r e  w a i t i n g  t o  g e t  a chance t o  w r i t e  
worth wh i l e  and i t  j u s t  seems such a  t i m e  never coaes: I do 
hope t h a t  by t h i s  t i m e  Mr. F l a h e r t y  is  q u i t e  o.k. and t h a t  Tommy 
cont inues  t o  l i k e  i t  i n  t h e  Seminary more and more. Indeed 
t h a t  i s  a g r a c e  i n i t s e l f  f o r  which w e  shou ld  never cease  p ray ing  
v i z .  t o  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  and love  t h e  voca t ion  t o  which, i n  H i s  
g r e a t  mercy God has  c a l l e d  us .  This of course  r e a l l y  a p p l i e s  
t o  eve ry  voca t ion ,  f o r  a f t e r  a l l ,  What a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  s e r v e  God 
i n  even t h e  l e a s t  c apac i ty !  - -  Nay even a s  an  i r r a t i o n a l  a s  
t h e  f l ower s  and t h e  b i r d s !  and t h e  bees  t h a t  p r a i s e  t h e  Lord 

I prov id ing  f o r  man...... 
P r i a s e d  be  J e sus  and Mary! 

F r .  So lanus ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  O 'F l ahe r ty  
1382 Not t ingham 
Grosse  P t e . ,  M I .  48230 



1947, November 7 

November 7 t h  1947. 

V .  S i s t e r  Nary C e c i l i a .  
Nov-rlt Sair i t  Joseph ,  Ohio. 

Dear S i s t e r  Mary C e c i l i a :  God b l e s s  you and a11  your  community a t  S . J o s t s .  

I r ec i eved  your  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  s e v e r a l  weeks ago and s t a r t e d  a 
number of  t imes  t o  e n r o l l  your  l i t t l e  "hop le s s  case" i n  t h e  Se raph ic  Nass 
Assoc ia t ion ;  and each t ime I found no name t o  r eco rd .  Consequently post-  
poned f w t h e r  a c t i o n .  

Now I am going  t o  g i v e  you a few p a r t i c u l a r s  about  
A- & a t  n o t a b l e  c a s e  t h a t  you probably neve r  heard .  Then you w i l l  e a s i l y  
conclude something a s  t o  vha t  I would sugges t  and adv i se .  

i t  was Sa turday  B'iorning January  10th  1925 t h a t  a ~ e i g ' n b o r - f r i e n d  of  
t h e i r s  froin P o r t  Euron, brought your  d e a r  Paref i ts  t o  thf:  St,. Bonaventure 
Xonastery i n  D e t r o i t  . Your poor  Pa t h e r  was h a r d l y  a b l e  t o  t a l k .  He 
t r i e d ,  however, t o  t e l l  b r i e f l y  how h e  f e l t  and t h a t  t i e  d o c t o r s  s a i d  h e  
had " u l s e r s  of t h e  stomachfT. L a t e r  on i l ea rned  t h a t  they  had s e n t  h m  
home a s  a hope le s s  c a s e  o f  cancer .  I t o l d  h i m  q v i t e  a l i t t l e  about  t h e  
Ser-- Mass Assoc ia t ion  and suggested t h a t  h e  do something f o r  t h e  raiss ions.  

"Now I have you name Nr. Zagen." I s a i d .  " b - d  you can e n r o l l  p e r p e t u a l l y  
i f  you wish. If you a r e  anjvay s k o r t ,  however, I wovild adv i se  t h a t  you 
e n r o l l  f o r  j u s t  a y e a r  now and prorzise a perpetu.al  enrol lment  a s  soon a s  
convenient ,  i f  t h i n g s  go favorably ."  With a f e e b l e  qu ive r ing  v o i c e  h e  
answered: "I s u r e  wi l l . "  I took h i m  to be 75 y e a r s  o l d  o r  upwards; 
Y0.j.r poor  Xo the r  looked o l d  too .  Sunday morning e i g h t  days l a t e r  your  
F a t h e r  dove his ovm c a r  dovm t o  keep h i s  promise. From t h e i r  appearance 
a l o n e  I would h a r d l y  have them; but thenonent  h e  spoke I t h o ~ g h t :  
"Th i s  i s  t h e  f e l l o w  from P o r t  Huron!" He looked t h i r t y  y e a r s  younger. 
He vras only  t h i r t y - n i n e  a t  t h e  t ime.  . . . . "3u-6 Pather ' '  ; h e  s a i d ,  "The 
d o c t o r s  i n  P t .  I-luron v m ~ t  t o  t a k e  an  exray . . . What do you tl?ink?" I 
asked h i m  : l'How xu.& i s  i t  going t o  c o s t  you?" I '  . . .$25 ." V h a t  do you 
h i ?  I asked j7ou.r smi l ing  Xo the r ,  They were bothe smi l ing  a l l  over .  
"Fa the r ,  he  d o n ' t  need i t ,  Look a t  him!" she  exclaimed. l lL i s t en . "  I s a i d .  
"You make a promise t o  t h e  poor  s o u l s  i n  Pu rga to ry ,  t h a t  i f  you a r e  a b l e  
t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  apo in tnen t  tomorrow, y o u ' l l  e n r o l l  t h e n  f o r  a pa r t '  o f  it." 
"Gee!" lie s a i d ,  "I '11 g i v e  them h a l f  of i t .  1'11 go t h e n  f i f t y - f i f t y . "  



A f t e r  t h a t  k e  drove dow every week f o r  s e v e r a l  nonths .  Feb r .29 th  - 
I b e l i e v e  h e  had t h e  whole Family down - having emrolled some o t h e r ,  a s  
h e  n e a r l y  always d i d ,  h e  concluded about a s  fol~lovv's: I1iTow Fa the r ;  I want 
t o  e n r o l l  t h e  Poor Socls a s  I promised them L would. Pu t  them down f o r  
a good h a l f  of t h a t  $25. - Yoarteer, d o l l a r ~ . ~ l  

Some y e a r s  a f t e rwards  I was up t o  s e e  an  o l d  l a d y  i n  Smi th ' s  Creek 
who d i ed  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w i t h  cance r  of  t n e  stomach and your  F a t h e r  having 
heard  of my v i s i t  came and took me over  t o  s e e  t h e  l i t t l e  farm you r e f e r  
t o  arid I rexertber s ee ing  l i t t l e  Dorothy. Congratu.latio%s on my " dread '  
even t h e n  of h e r  voca t ion .  I'T a t  l e a s t  t o  become a p p r e c i a t i v e  f o r  such 
a r e a l l y  s u r p a s s i n g  p r i v i l e g e .  - Thi& of  L t  S i s t e r  K.C.  . A chosen 6 
spouse from among m i l l i o n s ,  - a  spouse of t h e  e t e r n a l  ~ i n d k i n g s !  Eow 
l i t t l e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  any n e r e  c r e a t u r e  t o  be adequate ly  g r a t e f u l  
f o r  such a  p r i v i l e g e d  c a l l i n g !  We can only try and t h a t  s u f f i c e s .  Do 
r o t  f o r g e t  t o  sead i n  t h e  name of your  l i z t l e  r 'hopeless  case" f r i e n d ,  
and t o  have a s  many a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  o f f e r  p raye r s  and koly  Comxunions, 
n o t  only f o r  h e r  bu t  f o r  so  many more s a d l y  u n f o r t u ~ a t e  "b ig  shots"  i n  
h o s p i t a l s  and elsewhere who, h a v i ~ g  l i t t l e  o r  no f a i t h ,  i n  t h e  super- 
n a t u r a l ,  r e f u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  even t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m i r a c l e s ,  and who 
by a maa i f e s t  m i r a c l e  might be induced t o  a t  l e a s t  pray f o r  t h e  gift o f  
f a i t h  -- which AMighty God i s  only w a i t i n g  t o  be asked f o r .  S i m e r e l y  
yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  Solanus ,  O.P.M. Cap. 



ILr. James P. 9yland 71 Fzi rmomt  S t .  L s r l b o r o ,  Mass. 

Ky Dear Janes:  

God b l e s s  you t:-?is blessed day of t h e  Lord, - you and yours.  Elany 
thanks f o r  your kLnd f a v o r  of s e v e r a l  weeks back. I s t a r t e d  a  number of  
t imes  t o  achowledge  same. I hope my t a r d i n e s s  may n o t  scandal ize .  

Eot  only this favor ,  however, do I want t o  thank you, but more I want 
t o  a s s u r e  you of our  apprec ia t ion  of  your generous a c t i v i t y  these  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  i;i the r e a l l y  p r iv i l eged ,  though no t  l e s s  arduous work of the  holy  
f o r e i g n  mj-ssions. I m s u r s  t h a t  t h e  Good God w i l l  b l e s s  - has  b lessed  - 
you i n  many ways f o r  your p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i.12 t3is ou t s t a rd ing  phase of 
r e a l l y  Catkiolic a c t i o n .  

a e s i d e s  this, I want t o  congra tu la t e  you. on yov-r having been SO 

guided a s  t o  be a b l e  t o  w r i t e  of a  bus iness  a s s o c i a t e  a s  you do of  t h e  
young man vJi-th whom you condole on t h e  dea th  of  his amiable mother. I t  
i s  always a r e l i e f  t o  kxow of such a person. E i e  veqr  f a c t  of  h i s  having 
been a " b i b l e  s tudentn  ought t o  spell .  sometlxilzg iil his favor .  T h i s ,  even 
though, f o r  want of proper  guidance, =any a " b i b l e  s tudent"  has  anchored 
i n  dangerous waters .  

But t h e s e  days wheri atheism, t h e  very  climax of  in te l1ec l ;ua l  s t u p i d i t y ,  
of moral i n s a n i t y ,  of d i a b o l i c a l l y  d.evilish pervers i ty ;  i t  i s  a hopeful  
i r ;d i ca t ion  t o  s e e  anyone o f  good w i l l  t ak ing  more than  ordinary  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  d i v i n e  messages from Eeaven a s  a r e  those  conveyed t o  humanity through 
t h e  i n s p i r e d  w r i t i n g s ,  t h e  d iv iLely  guLded coinpilation and t h e  a p p r e c i a t i v e ,  
p r a y e r f u l  s tudy of t h e  Zoly 3 i b l e .  715s a l l  t h e  more now, t h a t  i n  t h e  
fa?rLly of governments one of even t h e  "b ig  pov\iersW i s  n o t  only p e m i t t e d  la 
show i t s  s h ~ q e l e s s l y  cr iminal  f a c e ,  bo-t brazenly t o  i n s i s t  on d i c t a t i n g  
h e l l ' s  own p r i n c i p l e s  of peace. Indeed an  u?Unistakable i z d i c a t i o n  whither  
o u r  godless  system of pubkc-educat ion  i s ,  no t  only  tending but tumbling; 
u n l e s s  by an e f f e c t i v e  S.O.S. c a l l  o f  t r x e  r e l i g i o n .  Pardon mjr d ig res s ion .  

I would have en ro l l ed  your f r i end-assoc ia t e  ss a l s o  I f i s  deceased 
mother, but I d i d  f i n d  t h e i r  names. 1 have no doubt but t h a t  t h e y  would 
both p r o f i t  thereby.  So if you j u s t  send xie t h e i r  names I s h a l l  be g lad  t o  
do t h a t  f o r  you and f o r  tinern, 

::'ishing you and yours God's b l e s s i n g  again  f o r  a  happy day of  n a t i o n a l  
!i!l-ianksgiving; and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  case  you do n o t  i n  t h e  mean t ime h e a r  from 
me aga in ,  t h e  g race  of a b lessed  and happy Christmas c e l e b r a t i o n  wi th  a l l  
success  f o r  t h e  co r ing  Sew ' rear  and t h e r e a f t e r .  EXlicerely Yours i n  Christ. 



1947, November 27 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, Fa thc r  Solanuc Casey,  O.F.M. Cap. 

P O S I T I V E  C R E D I T .  

TO RELIGION, TO HIS CHURCH AND TO HIS COUNTRY AS WELL AS TO THE AUTHOR: 
IS t h e  PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH AND FOR THE 

CIVIL AUTKORIEIES, by Archb i shop  John C a r r o l l .  (+1815) .  

( F r .  S o l a n u s  ' copy o f  t h e  p r a y e r  f o l l o w s  : )  

W e  p r a y  t h e e ,  0 a l m i g h t y  and e t e r n a l  God! Who th rough  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  h a s t  r e v e a l e d  Thy g l o r y  t o  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  works 
o f  Thy mercy,  t h a t  Thy Church b e i n g  s p r e a d  th rough  t h e  whole wor ld ,  
may c o n t i n u e  w i t h  unchanging f a i t h  i n  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  of  Thy name. 

W e  p r a y  Thee ,  Who a l o n e  a r t  good and  h o l y ,  t o  endow w i t h  
h e a v e n l y  knowledge,  s i n c e r e  z e a l ,  and  s a n c t i t y  o f  l i f e ,  o u r  c h i e f  
b i s h o p ,  N. N . ,  t h e  v i c a r  of  Our Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  I n  t h e  government 
o f  H i s  Church;  our  own Bishop,  N. N . ,  ( o r  a r c h b i s h o p ) ;  a l l  o t h e r  
b i s h o p s ,  p r e l a t e s ,  and  p a s t o r s  o f  t h e  Church;  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
who a r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  amongst us  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of  t h e  h o l y  
m i n i s t r y ,  a n d  conduct  my p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  ways o f  s a l v a t i o n .  W e  p r a y  
Thee ,  0 God of  m i g h t ,  wisdom and j u s t i c e !  t h r o u g h  whom a u t h o r i t y  is  
r i g h t l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  laws a r e  e n a c t e d  and  judgment d e c r e e d ,  a s s i s t  
w i t h  Thy h o l y  s p i r i t  of  c o u n s e l  and  f o r t i t u d e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  may b e  conduc ted  i n  r i g b t e o u s -  
n e s s ,  and b e  e m i n e n t l y  u s e f u l  t o  Thy p e o p l e  over  whom h e  p r e s i d e s ;  
by e n c o u r a g i n g  due  r e s p e c t  f o r  v i r t u e  and r e l i g i o n ;  by a  f a i t h f u l  
e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  law i n  j u s t i c e  and mercy;  and by r e s t r a i n i n g  v i c e  
and i m m o r a l i t y .  L e t  t h e  l i g h t  o f  Thy d i v i n e  wisdom d i r e c t  t h e  d e -  
l i b e r a t i o n s  of  C o n g r e s s ,  and s h i n e  f o r t h  i n  a l l  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  and 
laws f ramed f o r  our  r u l e  and  g o v e r n n e n t ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  may t e n d  t o  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  p e a c e ,  t h e  promot ion of n a t i o n a l  h a p p i n e s s ,  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  of i n d u s t y ,  s o b r i e t y  and u s e f u l  knowledge; and  may p e r -  
p e t u a t e  t o  u s  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  e q u a l  l i b e r t y .  

W e  pray  f o r  h i s  e x c e l l e n c e ,  t h e  Governor o f  t h i s  S t a t e ,  f o r  
t h e  members o f  t h e  Assembly, f o r  a l l  j u d g e s ,  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  and  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  who a r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  g u a r d  our  p o l i t c a l  w e l f a r e ,  t h a t  t h e y  
may b e  e n a b l e d ,  by Thy power fu l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  
o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t i o n s  w i t h  h o n e s t y  and  a b i l i t y .  W e  recommend 
l i k e w i s e ,  t o  Thy unbounded mercy, a l l  ou r  b r e t h r e n  and  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s  
th roughou t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  may be b l e s s e d  i n  t h e  knowledge 
and s a n c t i f i e d  i n  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  Thy most h o l y  l a w ;  t h a t  t h e y  may 
be p r e s e r v e d  i n  u n i o n ,  and  i n  t h a t  peace  which t h e  wor ld  can  n o t  g i v e ;  
and a f t e r  e n j o y i n g  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h i s  l i f e ,  be a d m i t t e d  t o  t h o s e  
which a r e  e t e r n a l .  



1947, November 27 

A .  Positive C r e d i t  

Page 2 

F i n a l l y ,  we pray Lo Thee ,  O Lord of mercy, t o  remember t he  
s o u l s  of Thy s e r v a n t s  depa r t ad  who a r e  goae b e f o r e  us wi th  t h e  sign 
of f a i t h ,  and repose  i n  t h e  s l e e p  of peace;  t h e  s o u l s  of our p a r e n t s ,  
r e l a t i v e ,  and f r i n d s ;  (of  those  who, when l i v i n g ,  were members of 
t h i s  congrega t ion ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  of such a s  a r e  l a t e l y  deceased;  
of a l l  bene fac to r s  who, by  t h e i r  dona t ions  or l e g a c i e s  t o  t h i s  church,  
wi tnessed  t h e i r  z e a l  f o r  t h e  decency of d i v i n e  worship and proved 
t h e i r  c la im t o  our g r a t e f u l  and c h a r i t a b l e  remembrance.) To t h e s e ,  
0 Lord! and t o  a l l  t h a t  r e s t  i n  C h r i s t ,  g r a n t ,  we beseech Thee, a 
p l ace  of refreshment ,  l i g h t ,  and e v e r l a s t i n g  peace,  through t h e  
same Je sus  C h r i s t ,  our Lord and Saviour .  Amen. 

(following added by F r .  Solanus) November 27 th  1947. 

(Deacon To-day Tnstead of Fr .  Amb. r e g r e t t e d  t o  s e e  such an oppor tun i ty  
pass  without  a  word on a p p r e c i a t i o n  or g r a t i t u d e  and no Benedic t ion .??) .  
G r a t i t u d e  f o r  f a v o r s  r ece ived  (one of  t h e  f i r s t  and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  
of i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Hence the  climax of i n t e l l e c t u a l  and moral i n s a n i t y ,  
a the ism,  Well 's  own p r i n c i p l e  of i n d i v i d u a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace 
and p rog res s .  



1945, J a n u a r y  2 3  

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey,  0. F.  M .  Cap. 

1948, January 23rd.  

B l e s ' d  be  God i n  a l l  H i s  d e s i g n s !  

God b l e s s  you M r s .  M. J .  Turner--you and yours :  

Many thanks  f o r  your  c h a r i t a b l e  f a v o r  of Dec. 22x13 d u e l y  
r e c e i v e d  and n o t e d .  Only To-day, however, d i d  r e a d  i t .  

I ' v e  been  " h a l f  down" f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks and have n o t  
been i n  c o n d i t i o n .  Thanks be t o  God f o r  i t  a l l  and t h a t  
t h ings  a r e  c l e a r i n g  up a g a i n  . . . . . . You were r i g h L  
about  t h e  Poor S o u l s ,  1 dFJ r e f e r  t o  t h o s e  i n  P u r g a t o r y  
p r i m a r i l y .  You i d e a  f u r t h e r  i s  r i g h t  t o o .  So many poor  
S o u l s .  

I am g l a d  t o  know t h a t  you know from a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
s o  much about  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t he  S e r .  Mass Ass 'n .  I have 
f o r g o t t e n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  of your  t r o u b l e  b u t  your i d e a  o f  
do ing  something i n  t h a n k s g i v i n g  f o r  t h e  f a v o r  you hope t o  
r e c e i v e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  p r a c t i c a l  -- j u s t  a s  I o f t e n  s u g g e s t .  
I hope i t  b r i n g s  t h e  hoped-for  r e s u l t s .  

Hoping t h i s  f i n d s  you improved and improving,  I beg 
t o  remain,  

S i n c e r e l y  . . . . . . . . . . , 

F r .  S o l a n u s ,  0. F.  M. Cap. 



1948, May 10 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  
o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0.  F. M.  Cap. 

1948, May 10 

Blessed be God i n  A l l  H i s  works: 

God Bless  you Mrs. Murray J .  Turner ,  you and yours:  

Many thanks f o r  your f avo r  of May 6 th .  It i s  r a t h e r  hazey 
i n  my memory what your t r o u b l e  was i n  December, s i n c e  I g e t  
d i f f e r e n t  ca ses  o f t e n  mixed. 

However, I f e e l  you a r e  t ak ing  a p r a c t i l  way f o r  any 
and every  "hopeless" - -  so  c a l l e d .  W e ' l l  p ray  f o r  your 
i n t e n t i o n  and t r y  a s  b e s t  we can t o  f o s t e r  confidence Ln God 
-- and i n  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  of our b l e s sed  Mother Mary. 

S ince re ly  yours i n  C h r i s t  , 

Fr. Solanus,  0. F .  M. Cap.  



l?&8, J u l y  31 

The fo l l owing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i g t i o n  of a message 
w r i t t e n  on a  Seraphic  Mass Associczti.cn ca rd  by t h e  Servant  
of God, F r .  Solanus Casey, 0. F .  M. Cap. 

1948, Ju ly  31 

Mrs. Regina D .  Turner---  
f o r  a  speedy recovery ,  God w i l l i n g .  

S p e c i a l  member 

God b l e s s  you M r s .  Turner ,  Do no t  worry. 

J u l y  3 1 s t  1S48: 

God b l n s s  you Mrs. Turner .  I f  "courage i s  h a l f  the  
b a t t l e "  t hen  wi th  conf idence  i n  God i t  must mean s u r e  triumph 
--whatever tkke n a t u r a l  ou t look .  

. . . F r .  Solanus ,  0. F.  M. Cap. 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  transcription of the  typed orisinal 
by the  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0 ,  F. M. Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 

Huntington, Ind i ana  
c. 1949 

Dear M r s .  Turner:  

Thank you f o r  your  k i n d  f a v o r  o f  J u l y  19 .  I s h a l l  p r a y  
t h a t  t h e  good Lord w i l l  y - a n t  your i n t e n t i o n ,  i f  i t  i s  f o r  
t h e  good of your s o u l .  T do  no t  t h i n k  t h a t  I know Mrs. J e n n i e  
F e r r e r i  p e r s o n a l l y ,  a t  l e a s t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h e r  j u s t  now. 

God b l e s s  you, 

Very S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  Solanus,  0 .  F .  M. Cap. 



The following is a faithful transcription of the typed original 
by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0 .  F. M. Cap. 

St. Felix Friary 
Route 8 

Huntington, Indiana 
1948, November 13 

~les'd be God in His each and every design. 

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Turner: 

God bless you, and keep you fostering the happy resignation 
in your souls which looms out in that little word of Mrs. Turner: 
"I have eased up on offering prayers for a complete cure; feeling 
that perhaps my constant inconvenience may help the poor Souls 
and also in the conversion of poor sinners." And then again: 
"God knows my needs, etc., etc. 

That really sounds lile fostering confidence in God, than 
which hardly anything can be nore pleasing to God and at the 
same time more profitable to our own poor souls. Such resign- 
ation and Confidence is a great grace in itself, which we 
should at all time and in all circumstances foster. 

Your promotion of devotion to our dear B 1 .  Virgin Mother 
Mary by means of the rosary and the scapular will surely bring 
untold blessings on you and yours. By all means keep it up. 
for we can never be to grateful enough to such a singlarly 
chosen and privileged blessed Queen of the entire creation, 
God's own blessed Mother, whom, in His infinite condescention, 
wisdom and mercy has deigned to give to each and all of us if 
we only appreciate. 

As to the stole proposition; well I do not remember or 
know of any one specially in need of such a prized garment jus 
off-hand now. I 30 know we have many priests on the Missions 
in Central America and in Islands who would surely appreciate 
such a donation. Probably the s'mplest solution would be to 
give the equivalent to some one in immediate touch with the 
mission-work going on in so many places. Our own Father Pro- 
vincial of course would know best where to place such a dona- 
tion. I am sure Brother Rufin or any one at the desk in St. 
Bonaventure's in Detroit would be able and pleased co receive 
the favor. Or if preferable you could include it sometime 
whenyou send a check hither to St. Felix. 



1948, November 13 

1948, November 13 
Mrs. and Mr. Turner 
Page 2 

Hoping this find you further improving in every des- 
iable way I beg to remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Praised be Jesus! 
Fr. Solanus Casey, 0.  F. M. Cap. 
Deo Grat's. 

The following is a faithful transcription of the typed 
original by t h e  Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0 .  F ,  M. Cap. 

St. Felix Friary 
Route 8 

Huntington, Indiana 
c. 1949 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Turner: 

Thank you kindly for t h e  Mass stipend. The Mass h a s  
been taken care of. 

May God bless you, 

Fr. Solanus, 0. F. M. Cap. 

Praised be ~ e s u s !  

& ' ,,.,.--.. !d!dk!?-1.-12: .... $2 r.-..+-. 4.. ' 

Bev. Charles Dillen, c.l.c.n. 
Notarius 

299 



The following is a fai~lful transcription of l % a ,  Ja-nuary 27 
the original handwritten message by the 
Sewant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Bles'd be God i n  a l l  H i s  des5gns  
Uho a l w q s  knows b e s t .  

God S l e s s  ;you Mrs. Alvera FicCarroll.  I am 
g l a d  t o  hear  f rom $02 though  sorry to l e a r n  of y o u r  
poor d e a r  Husband 's  affliction. However, i t  must 
be f o r  some good pu rpose  2nd will t u r n  o u t  t o  have 
Seen  such i f  you keep  courage w h i l e  b a t t l i n g  a l o n g  
and naking t h e  b e s t  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Try and have your Eusbmd and f r i e n d s  go t o  
Holy Cormunion n o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  you. Noth ing  
l i k e  f r e q u e n t  commu~ion t o  bring peace  i n t o  a f a i l y  
02 into a s o u l .  A t  t h e  same tine it f o s t e r s  faith 
i n  God and heaven ly  r e l a . t i o n s k i p s  - w i t h  a l l  (204's 
dear ones  gone ahead of  us.  

May thanks f o r  you.r prayers for poor  Fr. 
So lanus .  Like a l l  o t h e r  poor sinners he need the 
grace  of God in o r d e r  that he be f u l l y  conve r t ed .  .... 

C l e r i c s 1  Bovi t ia te  
$3 R ~ ~ ~ r i c e s  t h i s  year. 
Pray f u r  them and f o r  voca t ions .  

Pr. S .  



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l .  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed ' / co r rec ted  of a n  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servar i t  c f  '>:.d, Father Solanus  -sey ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

REV. FATHER STEPHEIJ, AS I REMEMBER HIM 

" S h o r t l y  a f t e r  our  o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  holy1 x i e s t h o o d - - F a t h e r s  
Damas, J o h n ,  F a b i a n ,  P i u s  and Maurus--I  was s e n t  t o  t h e  S a c r e d  
H e a r t  Monastery i n  p i c t u r e s q u e  Yonkers ,  New York. F a t h e r  S t e p h e n  
who was a b o u t  my a g e  and had been  o r d a i n e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ahead  
of  m e  and had p receeded  m e  t h i t h e r  a t  l e a s t  a y e a r  o r  two and 
even t h e n ,  though second  t o  t h e  Very.  Rev. P a s t o r ,  F r .  Bonaventure  
Fcey,  seemed t o  b e  t h e  popu la r  F a t h e r  and  t h e  Monas te ry - -h i s  b e l l  
c o n t i n u a l l y  r i n g i n g .  

"From t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  h e  seemed t o  m e  t o  b e  a  r e a l l y  e a r n e s t ,  
z e a l o u s  p r i e s t ;  a l w a y s ,  n o t  o n l y  w i l l i n g  b u t  s o l i c i t o u s  t o  h e l p  
whom and  where h e  m i g h t ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  h i g h  o r  low, r i c h  o r  
p o o r ,  l e a r n e d  o r  i g n o r a n t ,  C a t h o l i c  o r  " A t h e i s t .  l' He  was s u r e l y  
n o t  o v e r - t a l e n t e d .  H e  had many f r i e n d s  among o u r  non-catholic 
n e i g h b o r s  over  on Hudson T e r r a c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  where t h e  more wea l thy  
and t h e  " m i l l i o n a i r e s "  were wont t o  employ C a t h o l i c  g i r l s  and 
young-men. I t  would seem t h a t  he never  f a i l e d  t o  a s k  f o r  t h e  
employer-master  o r  m i s t r e s s - - o f  t h e  house  when h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  
employees .  L a t e r  on ,  when c o n t i n u i n g  s u c h  v i s i t a t i o n s  I found  
t h a t  many of t h e s e  d e a r  good p e o p l e  would f e e l  s l i t e d  i f  w e  
f a i l e d  t o  see them t o o .  I t  j u s t  seemed s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e n s u r e  
employment i f  a  Capuchin f a t h e r  s e n t  any  o n e  o v e r  where t h e r e  
was work t o  do .  F a t h e r  S t e p h e n  was f r i e n d l y  t o o  and  was seeming-  
l y  missed  by t h e  c l e r g y  as  w e l l  a s  by  t h e  l a i t y  whenever any-  
th ing  impor tan t  was o n ;  even though h e  never  seemed t o  c a r e  a b o u t  
making p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s .  In f a c t ,  u n l e s s  h e  c o u l d  see a n  a d v a n t a g e  
toward d o i n g  someth ing  t o  b e n e f i t ,  h e  was d e c i d e d l y  r e t i c e n t  a n d  
p r e f e r r e d  t o  b e  a l o n e .  H e  was wont t o  r e t i r e  ( t o )  J e s u s  i n  t h e  
T a b e r n a c l e  a s  o f t e n  a s  c o n v e n i e n t  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  n o t i c e d ,  even  i n  
t i m e  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .  He worked h a r d  on h i s  sermons a l t h o u g h  h e  
seemed a lways  r e a d y  t o  t a k e  o v e r  any h e l p o u t  t h a t  might  o f f e r  
i t s e l f .  Even a t  t h a t  t i m e  he  seemed t o  f a v o r  t h e  i d e a  of n o t  
t a k i n g  over  t h e  c o n d u c t i n g  of p a r i s h e s  f o r  Capuchins .  H e  was 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  . . . . 

( u n f i n i s h e d )  



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a faithful t t . a m r r i ; ~ t  i ~ 7  xhe typed o r i g i n a l  
by  t h e  S e r v a n t  of God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey,  0.F.1~1. Cap. 

ASCETIC 

"0 Lord God and S a n c t i f i e r  o f  Thy S a i n t s ! " ,  Exclaims S t .  Augus t ine .  
"Thous a r t  t h e  e t e r n a l  comfor t  of t h o s e  who r e j e c t  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  
t h e  wor ld  f o r  t h e  l o v e  of ~ h y  c o n s o l a t i o n s .  . . . . "When I m e d i t a t e  
on t h i s  t r u t h ,  0 Lord my Comfor te r :  my s o u l  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  
w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n s  of t h i s  l i f e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  wor thy  of Thy 
e t e r n a l  c o n s o l a t i o n s .  t t  

PURPOSE OF THE RATIONAL CREATURE 

TO KNOW GOD MY CREATOR is t h e  purpose  o f  my c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  supreme 
end and a im of my e x i s t e n c e  a s  a r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e .  
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y t h i n g  and g i v e s  a purpose  t o  each  and  a l l  
s c i e n c e s ,  human and d i v i n e .  

God made m e  t o  know H i m .  O h :  What a  b l e s  'd aim! 
To l o v e  H i m  and s e r v e  H i m  s u r e  r e s t s  i n  t h e  same. 

I t ' s  Heaven-begun, f o r  t h e  g r a t e f u l ,  on e a r t h . - -  
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t !  ? ! H i g h e s t  Heaven i t s  wor th .  

God H i m s e l f  i s  t h e  r e w a r d - - i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a t - - b o t h ,  h e r e  and 
h e r e a f t e r  of  t h o s e  who s t r i v e  

( u n f i n i s h e d )  

I 

-. 
Rav. ClxrIes Diilen, c.i.c.rn. 



The f o l l o w i n g  is  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  typed  o r i g i n a i  n o t e s  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, Fatpier  .h l&rius  CJ,ZP;:, O.F.M. Cap. 

T H I N K  OVER 

To know is  t o  a p p r e c i a t e - - i s  t o  l o v e ,  and t o  a d o r e .  I n  
t h i n g s  d i v i n e  and t o  g l o r y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  known, What 

a n  o u t l o o k  t h i s  ought  t o  a f f o r d  us!  What a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  h o r i z o n  
- - i f ,  "Hope i s  t h e  s o u l  of  h a p p i n e s s  h e r e  and i f  t h e  r e v e a l e d  
purpose  o f  our  c r e a t i o n ,  " to  know God1' i s  k e p t  i n  mind--what a  
h o r i z o n  f o r  poor s i n n e r s  i f  w e  b u t  s t o p  t o  t h i n k  and remember 
t h a t  t o  know Cod c o v e r s  e v e r y t h i n g .  

GOD MADE ME TO KNOW H I M .  8 what a  bless ' d  aim! 
To l o v e  H i m  and s e r v e  H i m  s u r e  r e s t s  i n  t h e  same. 

I t ' s  "Heaven begun" f o r  t h e  q r a t e f u l  on e a r t h ;  - -  
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t !  H i g h e s t  Heaven i t s  wor th .  

But how can I know what t h e  s e n s e s  fail t o  p e r c e i v e .  Ho-JJ know t h e  
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  God whose a t t r i b u t e s  - -wisdom and power and 
goodness and mercy--are  i n f i n i t e ?  A s i m p l e  q u e s t i o n  demands, 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a  s i m p l e  answer .  

D o  t h e  s e n s e s  p e r c e i v e  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y - - t h e  " j u i c e "  i n  a  
" l i v e  wi re?"  O r ,  do  s c i e n t i s t s  peer i n t o  t h e  s u n  t o  c o n s i d e r  
i t s  wonder fu l  b e n e f i t s ?  

I f  t h e  pr imary  purpose  of  my c r e a t i o n  is t o  know my C r e a t o r ,  
s o  t h a t  I may be happy i n  H i s  l o v i n g  s e r v i c e ;  and i f  no one  b u t  
a  f o o l  can s a y  i n  h i s  h e a r t ,  "There is  no God," t h e n  t h e  con-  
c l u s i o n  would seem t o  be t h a t  God's  e x i s t e n c e  must be m a n i f e s t ,  
one way o r  o t h e r ,  t o  eve ryone  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  f o o l ,  t h a t  e v e r y  
normal p e r s o n  a b l e  t o  t h i n k  can and ought  t o  r e c o g n i z e  h i s  C r e a t o r -  
can and must w o r s h i p  Gad; and t h i s  under p a i n  t o  l o s i n g  e v e r y -  
t h i n g  good and of  damning h i s  own s o u l , - - " c a s t  o u t  i n t o  e x t e r i o r  
d a r k n e s s  where t h e r e  s h a l l  be weeping and g n a s h i n g  of t e e t h m f t  

However, i n  a m a t t e r  o f  such  tremendous impor tance  i t  would 
be n o t h i n g  less t h a n  c r i m i n a l  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  minimum. 
The f o r e g o i n g  i s  s i m p l y  no  answer a t  a l l  t o  what we want and t o  
what w e ' l l  h a v e ,  p l e a s e  God. S e l f - u n d e r s t o o d  t h e r e  can be no 
though t  of  our knowing God i n  our  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  d i r e c t l y  and a s  
H e  i s  known i n  Heaven. Our p r i v i l e g e  h e r e  is  t o  s t a r t  such  
knowledge a s  can  be p e r f e c t e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  g r e a t ,  B lessed  Beyond. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i f  w e  s t o p  t o  t h i n k  a s  w e  ought  t o  d o ;  t h e r e  must 
be ways and means c l o s e  a t  hand whereby,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l i v e s  
of  t h e  s a i n t s ,  w e  may i f  w e  t r y ,  a scend  t o  g r e a t  s a n c t i t y  and t o  
a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  God even h e r e  a s  p i l g r i m s  t o  
t h e  B e a t i f i c  V i s i o n ,  

5 



The following i s  a faithful transcription of t\e 
carbon copy fkam the typed original by the. 
Servant of God, Father So lanu  Case.;, 9.F.Y. Ca?, 

1948, February 10 

'ii. S i s t e r  Sister Agnes Camel.  
S i s t e r s  of Charity 
Lansing,  Mich. 

FJT Dear Sister Agnes Carmel: 

God bless you and yo:usu I do hcpe you are  w e l l  and 
that this l o n g  de lay& little massage finds you w i t h  
b r i g h t e r  out look than  seemed t o  be yours  xhen last I 
heard  from yox. Thou& t h a n k  b e L ,  it had a l r e a d y  
Sr igh tened .  

Kov Sister: though  ?rly p a s t  s i l e n c e  might seem other- 
wise ,  I want t o  assure you t h h t  you an2 e s p e c i a l l y  
your  p o o r ,  dear ?aren?;s f o l k s  have beex on KIQ~ 
mind more than  you  vould t h i n k .  I s u r e l y  do sym- 
p a t h i z e  w i t h  you all. !Cos4; espec?: a l l y  I may sag 
with your  poor ,  d e ~ ?  Yasher because, as  you seem t o  
think and i s  q - ~ i t e  >>.robr,ble, o f  the b i t t e r  d i s a p o i n t -  
m n t  and s c a c d a l  'fie must have met wi th  in some 
ucfortuna.Le zudice of a p r i e s t .  Alas! it seems t o  
5r3 a sad f a c r ; ,  there had to be a Sv2-as -mong the 
Twelve k p o s t l 2 s ,  and ever since t h e r e  have been 
t h o s e  aaong u3.e p r i ? s t s  of h o l y  M ~ t h e r  t h e  Church 
- sometimes even b ishops  t h a t  have be t rayed  h e r .  
I n  fac t  we k9ow " c h a t  ?;he moet t e r r i b l e  scandals 
have come j u s t  t h r u  the fays of p r i e s t s  and bishops .  
Ko doubt S t .  Bernzrd had t h i s  i n  mind when speaking 
o f  scanda l  he conclxdes: "Since the scanda l  of  the 
C ~ u c i f i c t i o n  of Jesus C h r i s t  i t  i s  never  reasonable  
.I- L O  take scandal." To? that was s u r e l y  the most 
t e r r i 3 l e  scanda l  of all. h d  s ~ i l l  AlwighQ God 
has t u r n e d  i t i  i n t o  3 h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  those who w i l l  
be saved. Q the mysterious ways o f  the Lord!  "How 
incomprehensible  a r e  His Judgement ! An2 how un- 
seachable  H i s  ways! " 



1948, Februcrry 10 
Page Two 

V. S i s t e r  Agnes Carrnel 

A s  f o r  y o u r s e l f  d e a r  Sister Agnes C a m e l ;  s i n c e  I 
r e a d  the  f i r s t  h a l f  dozen pages of  your  b i g  l e t t e r ,  
I have been convinced t h a t  there i s  no th ing  wrong 
w i t h  your mind a t a l l .  It bas  seemed t o  me t h a t  you 
have been s u f f e r i n g  f o r  soneone e l s e  - g o s t  l i k e l y  
f o r  j u s t  your  sane deny ZCents and f o l k s ,  and of 
course  a t  t h e  sm.etime f o r  your h x x i l i a t i o n  and 
con-seq l~en t lg  your  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  You r e a l l y  ought 
t o  thank God f o r  o f f e r i n g  you suck a  ~ i s s i o n .  I 
might r a t h e r  say for 5zinosing it qn you; for o1;her- 
wise you woul h a r d l y  h w e  had tke courage 5 0  consent  
t o  i t .  I mesn to t h e  sacrifice i t  has c o s t  you. 
And t h e  v i c t o r y  (over t h e  d e v i l  and s c a n d a l ) ,  i s  n o t  
as y e t  gained, 

At t h e  t ime of yollr  last; 1e-t-t-er, when y u  requested 
t h e  r e t u r n  of said long l e t t e r ,  I ?id no t  r e a l l y  
kcow where I h3.d put it and consequ~n~ly had r;o 
l e t  go. Jus t  a f e w  days a<<o I came s c r o s s  it and 

-7 I deci5ed again t o  w r i t e  t o  gous rather and see i f  
p o s s i b l y  f can do son th ing  t o  promote peace i n  his 
poor soul. and i n  h i s  family; f o r  I s u r e  t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e s e  long  y e a r s  of estrang=;enent irrom z;he 
Church, from t h e  Holy S a c r a ~ e n t s  ace- f roa  r e l i g i o n  
which a lone  promotes peace that t h e  world can n o t  
g i v e ,  H e  must be longing  f o r  a change of some kind. 
I have no dou3t God will. k m ~ e  nsrcy om hilu and h e l p  
us .  Por  I b e l i e v e  he hzs a h e a r t  thau  wants t o  do 
r i g h t .  

I though t ,  t h e s e f o ~ e ,  dear  S i s t e r  Agnes Carmel 
t h a t  befose  I would w r i t e  him, I would ask you 
about any change t h a t  p o s s i b l y  has  come t o  your  
F a t h e r  since you wrote xe about him, Tnis  es- 
p e c i a l l y  s i n c  it i s  so  long  t h a t  1 have n o t  heard 
from you - and about him, And otherwise  t o o  the 
out look may have changed, 

Besides;  if you have a3y sugges t ions  t o  make a s  t o  
t h e  way I mi&% approach him, e%c,  1: would c e r t a i n l y  
be g lad  t o  r e c e i v e  them. Furthermore,  i f  you s t i l l  



V. S i s t e r  Agnes C a ~ n ~ l l  

wish me t o  send you t h z t  l e t t e r  tc h e l p  o t h e r s  i n  
matters of  yonr conss ience ,  and you find satisfac- 
tory r e s u l t s ,  just l e t  me know. 

Hoping this f i x l s  you and your  whole out look 
b r igh tened  and b r i g h t e n i n g ,  I beg TD remain in 
t he  ~rivileged service of our d a a r  Lord's 
1 i 

. . 

l e a i t  brethren". 

Sincere ly  Yours i n  t he  Sacred &art ,  

Fr. Solanus ,  O,F,P!, Sap. 

B l e s ' d  and praised be t h e  

Sacred I iear~;  of J e s m  acd nsxt t o  i t  
the  imnaculabe &art  o f  P l a r y ,  our 

b l e s s e d  Mother, Q x e r  of the Universe! 

F.S. Dear S i s t e r  Agnes C a m e l :  A f t e r  t h e  above c,onclusion 
I read your i a t e r e s t i n g  l e z t e c  s f  A ~ r i l  27& l a s t ,  x h i c 3  I 
shoulC h a ~ e  taken t i x e  t o  20 b e f o r e  writing; 2\26 again as 
b e f o r e  I xsul? stress zhe necessi5-y of hu~ble oazj-ence -- 
of patient humility. 

30 n o t  l a a e n t  o r  be iiiscouraged a t  yGilr i n n b i l i t i s s ,  
e - g . ,  of mixing with a s s o c i a t e s ,  etc. Tte c o ~ s c i e n t i o u s  exer-  
c i s e  of t h e  t a l l e n t s  God has  o therwise  blessed you wi th  s:~r.el-y 
excuses you from such and ought t o  ~ a k e u p  for t h e  l o r s c r .  A t  
the same time j u s t  the weaknesses we ex3erience -- wid who 
is s o  stupid 3s t o  loag ine  he i s  an excep t ion!  -- z ~ e  natur- 
ally p r o v i d e n t i a l  guards a g a i n s t  one of t h e  very g r e a t e s t  
dangers t o  gen ious ,  "the big-head". So f c s t e a d  of  i s ~ e ~ t i n g  
such  rreairnasses we r2zil.y ough t  t~ tbznk God c o n t i n n a Q ~  f o r  
then. I n  f a c t  I b e l i e v e  t ha t  i n  t h e  s i g h t  of Pdnighty  God 
just the light t o  see such povsrt:.,- in o n r  own makeu.9 an9 t o  
realize thereby som?thing of o w  s k q i d i t y  to which si2 has 
caused in our  chzracters  i s  3 s3cojaJ. g race  t o  make us  
o t h e r  than c razy  worldli~gr !;k.zt h2i4 D O  f i i t h  asd revey learn 
t o  really t h i n k .  

Fr. Sol. 



1948, A p r i l  29 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwri t ten  
message on a  Se raph ic  Nass A s s o c i a t i e n  card  ?by t h e  Servant  of 
God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M, Cap. 

Missing Brother  of S i s t e r  Mary Dolores ,  0. P. of 
S t .  Andrews Convent. Flushing, L. Isl. N.  Y. - -  speedy 
r e t u r n  home. D.  V. 

emergency s p e c i a l  membership. 
W e ' l l  pray f o r  him t o o  and w i l l  t r u s t  
i n  God and our B l .  Mother Mary. 

"Whom t h e  Lord l o v e t h ,  H e  chasteneth!"  
Apr i l  29,  1948 

P ,  S .  T e l l  your Br  ' s  . wife  t o  a sk  Mrs. Zuphasia Cunningham 
(a  1st cous in  of mine) f o r  her p r a y e r s .  She i s  almost  an 
i n v a l i d  b u t  l i k e s  t o  he lp .  Lives  a t  323 e .  Boone, Spokane, 
Wash 'n . 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possession o f :  

S i s t e r  M. Dolores ,  0. P. 
Northwest Ca tho l i c  Convent 
Wampanoag Drive & North Main S t .  
W e s t  Ha r t fo rd ,  CO. 06177 



1948, J u l y  1 4  

The fo l lowing  is a f a i t h f u l  photo ccpy s f  t h e  handwr i t t en  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0 .  F. M. Cap. , and 
a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  

1448, J u l y  14 th  

B le s ' d  be God i n  H i s  ange l s  and i n  H i s  s a i n t s !  

Ju ly  14,  1948 

God B le s s  you Mrs. F r a n c i s  Eggen OIConnor: 

Many thanks f o r  your k ind  f avo r  of a  week ago. I c e r t a i n l y  
do remember you and your f o l k s .  How f o r t u n a t e  you have been i n  
t h e  f a i t h  God h a s  g iven  us - -  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i t  s o  o f t e n  by super -  
n a t u r a l  responses  t o  p raye r  --  as i n  t h e  case  of  your d e a r  F a t h e r  
E a r l  -- w i t h  h i s  "hopeless"  cancer!  

Glad  t o  know h e  i s  w e l l  a s  a l s o  your l i t t l e  S i s t e r  Dorothy 
-- now V. S i s t e r  Mary C e l i a  -- a l s o  wrote  m e .  

I have t o l d  hundreds of your  F a t h e r ' s  case  when they  brought  
him f i r s t  t ime t o  S t .  Bonaventure 's  January 10 ,  1925, and how he 
s u r p r i s e d  us  when e i g h t  days l a t e r  he brought  your good Mother 
w i t h  him d r i v i n g  h i s  own c a r  - -  looking  25 y e a r s  younger!. . . 

P r a i s e d  be Jesus!  

Fr .  Solanus 0. F. M. Cap. 

.B. S i s t e r  Mary C e c i l i a  Eagen wrote on t h i s  photo copy t h a t  
t h e  above d a t e  January 10, 1925, ( i n  Fr .  So lanus '  hand) 
should have been 1935. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

S i s t e r  Mary C e c i l i a  Eagen 
32450 South P i e r c e  
Birmingham, M i .  48009 



1948, October  14 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed o r i s i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey,  0.  F. M. Cap. 

S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin F r i a r y  
Hunt ing ton ,  I n d i a n a  

October  1 4 t h  1948 

M r .  J e r r y  McCarthy 
D e t r o i t  , Michigan  

My Dear F r i e n d  J e r r y  McCarthy: 

God b l e s s  you t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s e a s o n  -- and yours .  
I do hope you a r e  w e l l ,  as t h a n k s  be t o  God we a l l  are, h e r e  
a t  S t .  F e l i x .  

Reading o v e r  a p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r  t h i s  morn ins  t h a t  I r e c -  
e i v e d  more t h a n  a month ago ,  I was f o r c e f u l l y  reminded o f  a n  
a r t i c l e  I had r e a d  a b o u t  a week back on: "Missed O p p o r t u n i t i e s , "  
which l e t t e r  b r o u s h t  some v e r y  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t s  t o  my mind. The 
l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  by a f r i e n d  o f  mine whose o u t s t a n d i n g  courage  
and p e r s e v e r e n c e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  u n b e l i e v a b l e  odds  and h a n d i c a p s  
I have s i n c e  more t h a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  admired.  It i s  b y  one whose 
e a r n e s t n e s s  and h o n e s t y  and r e a l l y  deep  t h i n k i n g  has been p roven  
beyond t h e  shadow of a n  h o n e s t  o r  r e a s o n a b l e  doubt .  

And t h a t  "poor-;;uy-friend" of n i n e  and ,  i f  you w i l l ,  
p o s s i b l y  one o f  ~ o d ' s  v e r y  l e a s t  b r e t h r e n , "  i s  D r .  A. J. Kraus .  
-- i n  many ways a n  

( u n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t )  



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e d  o r i g i n a l  
by  t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  Sol.anus Casey ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

Oct .  1 9 t h  ' 4 8  S a i n t  Fe l i x  F r i a r y :  H u n t i n g t o n ,  Ind .  

God bless you Mrs. George S c h u l t e .  W e  a r e  e n r o l l i n g  your 
l i t t l e  Thomas i n  t h e  S e r a p h i c  Mass A s s o c i a t i o n .  If h e  be 
n o t  improving by t h e  t i m e  t h i s  r e a c h e s  you,  l e t  u s  t r u s t  
i n  God's  goodness t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s  g e t  a good s u r p r i s  of 
some k i n d .  

I n  t h e  mean t i m e  have  a s  many o f  your f r i e n d s  a s  
p o s s i b l e  o f f e r  h o l y  Communions and promise  some e x t r a  
Recep t ions  i n  t h a n k s g i v i n g  i f  t h e  o u t l o o k  s h o r t l y  takes a 
d e c i d e l y  b r i g h t e r  a s p e c t ,  e t c .  W e  w i l l  pray t o o  f o r  your 
i n t e ~ t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  l i t t l e  Thomas. 

S i n c e r e l y  Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr . S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap.  

O r i g i n a i  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f :  

Mrs. George A .  S c h u l t e  
3463 Harvard  R d .  
D e t r o i t ,  M I .  48224 
882-5412 



TO XTCO;V I S  TO .QPFX!IATE; --is I'G LOV3 when the  known i s  good ,- 
-is TO P3)OA?d v:->en divine. 

'What a consolation! That an outlook i;?iii.s ought t o  afford us! What an 
outstanding horizon f o r  poor siariers--if "hope i s  the very soul o f  
happiness here" and i f  the revealed purpose of our creation, "TO KITOY! 
GODf1 i s  kept i n  mind, --what a horizon f o r  s imers  i f  we b11t stop and 
remember tha t  t o  I.QTOTV GOD covers everjthing. Hence the  l ines :  

God made me t o  lonow Him.  0 iv1iat a b less rd  aim! 
To love ?in end serve H i m  sure r e s t s  i n  the  same. 

I ts  "Heaven Begunf', f o r  t he  g r a t e f u l  on ear th1 
To t reasure aright? ! Bighest 3eav-e~1 i t s  wortli .  

But how can I know what the senses f a i l  t o  perceive? ?low 'know t h e  
incomprehensible God, whose attributes--wisdom and power and good3.ess 
and mercy--are inf i -ni ts?  X simple objection nay denand i n  the  first place 
simple answer, and besides there  i s  a t r i t e  proverb: "A fool  can ask 
questions tha t  w i l l  puzzle a philosopher t o  answer." A nave can ask 
suck questions. But a f t e r  a l l  every nave i s  a foo l  too. However, a 
s inp le  answer t o  t'ae above objection might be t o  ask allother v e r j  
simple question: "Do t:>e senses perceive the e l e c t r i c i  ty--"the juice1'- 
i n  a l i v e  wire? O r  again: Do men look a t  the  sun i t s e l f  t o  consider 
i t  benefits? Objections here a re  vain, XTo excuses. 

If the  primary purpose of my creation i s  t o  know my Crea'z~r s o  
t ha t  I nay love Eim and serve Elin and be happ;r with Him; and i f  20 o m  
but a foo l  can say i r _  his hear t ,  "Ynere i s  no God", t b n  tke  necessary con- 
clusion would seem t o  be tha t  God's existence must be manifest, one way 
o r  other,  t o  everyone who i s  not a fool ;  co~sequent ly ,  that every nosrnaL 
person able t o  tktiy7k can and ought t o  r.eco@Aze 'his Creator--can and must 
worship God; and tixis u d e r  pain of losing evex"jt:?ing good ia the  f i n a l ,  
and of danming h i s  own soul---cast out " into ex ter ior  d a r h ~ e s s  where there  
s h a l l  be weeping and gnashing of teeth,"  



Eowever, i n  a  matter of EL-cI tr..;~elrdow inpsrtance i t  v:ould be notbArig 
l e s s  than crizYt.nal t o  be s a t i s f i e d   it!: tile ~i: l izux~. . .The foregoing i s  simply 
no answer &a1 TO what we ov.glit t o  have--noA'-' .~u::g 50 what we s h a l l  have; 
please God. Self-uaderstood, i~ x.r pzaesen?; e + : k  t-C,lkre cen be no question 

-- 
of imovYbg Sod d i r ec t ly  as  E e  i z  k o v m  ir Leaven. Our pr ivi lege here i n  
this world i s  t o  s t a r t  suck -knowledge zs  can be perfeced only i n  the  great 
Blessed 3egond. Eevertheless, i f  we stop t o  thirk as  we ouglit t o  do; 
there  roust be ways a23 means even close a t  hand a s  marjfested i n  the  
l i v e s  o f  the saints--wiierebjr we may i f  we t r y ,  asceid t o  great s a x t i t y  
and attarill t o  astol7ishin.g fami l ia r i ty  w i t h  God, because, though inf i -n i te  
i n  E i s  a t t ~ i b u t e s  and perfections,  a s  Saint Pav.1 exclaims: "0 the  depth 
of the r iches  of t ke  wisdom and of t3.e laowledge of God! Ilow incompre- 
kecsible  a re  His Judgements md how u,~searcliable H i s  ways!", s t i l l  Ris 
mercy i s  above a l l  H i s  works 

( ~ a f  ini shed) 



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  E a i i i t i u l  t ranscr ipt i .3r t  of typed n o t e s  by t h e  
S e r v a n t  oE God, F a t h e r  S o l s n u s  Casey,  O. f. PI. Cap. 

TO XECOSNIZE THE CP;EATO2 
TNE FIRST PURPOSE OF THE RATIONAL CREATUm. 

To know i s  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  - i s  t o  l o v e  what i s  good - i s  t o  r e j e c t  
what i s  o f  e v i l  - i s  t o  a d o r e  t h e  D i v i n e .  

What c o n s o l a t i o n  t h i s  o f f e r s  us! What a h o p e f u l  o u t l o o k  i t  ought  
t o  a f f o r d !  What a  subl ime h o r i z o n  f o r  poor  s i n n e r s ,  -- i f  "hope 
i s  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  h a p p i n e s s  here"  and i f  t h e  r e v e a l e d  purpose  
of o u r  c r e a t i o n ,  TO RNOd GOD i s  k e p t  i n  mind -- what a  h o r i z o n  
f o r  u s ,  e v e n  though we be s i n n e r s  -- i f  we b u t  keep i n  mind t h e  
p r i m a r y  purpose  of  our  c r e a t i o n ,  TO KNaW GOD. 
Hence t h e  l i n e s :  

God made me t o  know Him.  0 what a  b l e s s ' d  aim! 
To l o v e  H i m  and s e r v e  H i m  s u r e  r e s t s  i n  t h e  same. 

I t s  "Heaven Begun" f o r  t h e  p r a t e f u l  on e a r t h ; - -  
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t ?  ! H i g h e s t  Heaven i t s  wor th .  

But how c a n  1 know what t h e  s e n s e s  f a i l  t o  p e r c e i v e ?  How know t h e  
Incomprehens ib le  God whose a t t r i b u t e s  - wisdom and power and zoodnes 
and mercy-are  i n f i n i t e ?  A s imple  q u e s t i o n  may, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  
demand a s imple  answer.  But r i g h t  h e r e ,  we s h a l l  do w e l l  t o  rem- 
ember a  t r i t e  p roverb :  "A f o o l  c a n  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  - c a n  make ob- 
j e c t i o n s  - t h a t  w i l l  p u z z l e  a p h i l o s o p h e r  t o  answer." A nave of 
c o u r s e ,  c a n  a s k  such q u e s t i o n s  too .  But p e r h a p s  t h e  nave i s  sup- 
posed t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h a  p r o v e r b ;  because  a f t e r  a l l ,  i n  asmuch 
a s  anyone i s  a  nave i n  a t  l e a s t  somuch does  he prove h i m s e l f  i n  
t h e  end t o  have been a f o o l  too .  While  i t  would be u n c h a r i t a b l e ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  e v e r y  f o o l  i s  a  nave '  i t  i s  a lways l o g i c a l ;  
t o  s a y  t h a t  e v e r y  nave i s  a  f o o l .  

However, a s imple  answer t o  t h e  above o b j e c t i o n  i n t i m a t i n g  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  f i n i t  c r e a t u r e  knowing t h e  
i n f i n i t e  God, m i g h t  be t o  a s k  a n o t h e r  v e r y  s imple  q u e s t i o n ;  v i z .  
Do t h e  s e n s e s  p e r c e i v e  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  - " t h e  j u i c e "  i n  a  l i ~ e  
w i r e ?  O r  a g a i n :  Do men gaze i n t o  t h e  s u n  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t s  bene- 
f i t s ?  O b j e c t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  above a r e  f u t a l  and v a i n  and i f  meant 
t o  excuse  a t h e s i m ,  a r e c r i m i n a l .  F o r  t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no ex- 
c u s e  f o r  any r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  r e f u s i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  i t s  C r e a t o r .  
I n  f a c t ,  i f  " G r a t i t u d e  f o r  f a v o r s  i s  one o r  t h e  ve ry  f i r s t  and 
s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  i n t e l l i g s n c e " ,  and a g a i n  i f  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
a l l  l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n s ,  o n e ' s  f i r s t  p o s s i b l e  b e n e f i t  i s  h i s  c r e a -  
t i o n ;  t h e n  t h e  i n g r a t i t u d e  o f  t h e  a t h e i s t ,  must o f  i t s  v e r y  n a t -  
u r e  - w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  proof  o r  p a r l e y  - condemn him w i t h  h i s  
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a t h e i s m  as most w o e f u l l y  want ing  i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e ;  and consequen t ly ,  
wha tever  h i s  t a l l e n t s  o r  b r i l l i a n c e  my be o t h e r w i s e ,  must r a t e  him 
a s  a n  u n q u a l i f i e d  f o o l .  The most f e a r f u l  example o f  such i n s a n e  
want of a p p r e d a t i o n  and o f  such damnable i n G r a t i t u d e ,  i s  t h a t  o f  
L u c i f e r  and h i s  r e p r o b a t e  l e ~ i o n s ,  where-Heaven i t s e l f  was depop- 
u l a t e d  and Hel l ' s  c r e a t i o n  was made n e c e s s a r y  - t h e  most t e r r i b l e  
p r i son-asy lum e v e r  des i5ned  o r  conceived.  

I f  t h e  p r imary  purpose  o f  my c r e a t i o n  a s  a  r a t i o n a l  c r e a -  
t u r e  i s  t o  know my C r e a t o r  s o  t h a t  I c a n  l o v e  Him,and s e r v e  H i m  and 
-:e happy w i t h  H i m ;  aqd i f  accord in ,  t o  Holy W r i t ,  no one b u t  a f o o l  
c a n  s a y  i n  h i s  h e a r t J 1 T h e r e  i s  no God"; t h e n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  conc lu-  
s i o n  would seem t o  be t h a t  ~ o d ' s  e x i s t e n c e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  must be mani- 
f e s t ,  one way o r  o t h e r ,  t o  e v e r y  one who i s  n o t  a  f o o l ;  consequen t -  
l y ,  t h a t  e v e r y  normal p e r s o n  a b l e  t o  t h i n k ,  c a n  and oughc t o  recog-  
n i z e  h i s  C r e a t o r  - c a n  and must worsh ip  God. And t h i s  under  p a i n  
o f  l o s i n 2  e v e r y t h i n g  good i n  t h e  end and o f  damning h i s  own s o u l  
- " c a s t  o u t  o u t  i n t o  e x t e r i o r  d a r k n e s s ,  where t h e r e  s h a l l  be weep- 
i n g  and gnash ing  of t e e t h " .  

However, i n  a  m a t t e r  of such tremendous impor tance  i t  
would be n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  p o s i t i v e l y  c r i m i n a l  t o  >e s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  minimum. The Eore2,oing i s  s imply  no answer a t a l l  t o  
what we ought  t o  have,  -- and P l e a s e  God t o  what we s h a l l  have.  
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  e h e r e  i s  something i n t r i n s i c a l l y  i n  t h e  v e r y  
n a t u r e  of man - and i n  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  e v e r y  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  
- - t h a t  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  f e e l s  i t s  dependence on something g r e a t e r  
t h a n  i t s e l f  - on somethin, s u p e r n a t u r a l .  H i s t o r y  and p h i l o s o p h y  
a l i k e  prove t h i s  beyond t h e  shadow of  a n  h o n e s t  d o u b t ,  -- t o  s a y  
n o t h i n g  o f  common s e n s e ;  or  of theo logy ,  t h e  queen of a l l  s c i e n c e s ,  
s o  much s o ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t o  q u e s t i o n  i t  s e r i o u s l y ,  would be t o  
i n t i m a t e  a t h e i s m  a g a i n  o r  a d e n i a l  of ~ o d ' s  e x i s t e n c e  which accord-  
i n g  t o  a l l  s c i e n c e s  i s  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  a n  i n s u l t ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  
h o n e s t  r e a s o n  t o  e v e r y  normal g e n e r a t i o n  back t o  o u r ,  Adam and Eve,  
but  a most f l a g r a n t  i s n o r i n :  o f  Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  and o f  d i v i n e  r e -  
v e l a t i o n  and of ~ o d s  own supreme ma jest,^, Who admonishes ,  Who 
p l e a d s ,  Who commands: ". . . I All THE LORD THf GOD . , . THOU SHALT 
LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH THY WHOLE HEART AND WITH THY WHOLE SOUL 
AND WITH ALL THY KIND AND WITH ALL THY STRENGTH . . LET NOT THE 
WISE MAN GLORY I N  HIS WISDOM, AND LET NOT TH2 STRONG MAN GLORY I N  
H I S  STRENGTH, ANi) LET NOT THE RICH NAN GLORY I N  HIS RICHES: BUT LET 
H I M  THAT GLORIETH GLORY I N  T H I S ,  THAT IZE UNDERSTAhqETH AND KNOCJETH 
ME, FOR I AM THE LORD THAT EXERCISE NERCY AND JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE 
IN THE EARTH: FOR THESE THINGS PLEASE ME, SAITH THE LORD". 
(Example: The g r a d u a t e  from C a l c u t t a )  "Dr"  Schroeder  
( u n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t )  
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In view of the foreging "Very earnest words", and the general 
conditions of society -- including the threatening spread of atheism 
these days; of which a Jewish rabbi not long / lamented to the writer, 
especially among the Jewish youth, --  and we might say, most especial- 
ly because of the lameness of Webster's information on the above; --  
surely no one will object to an honest effort a h  improving on his de- 
finitions of subjects so positively vital for and against the indivi- 
dual and general welfare of hurnanity as are the religion and its would 
-be destruction, atheism. 

First however, it will surely be not too much for us to presume 
as selfunderstood that any branch of study or learning deserves the 
distinction of science only in asmuch as it tends to the glory of God 
and the welfare of His creatures, e. g. the science of music, the 
science of mathematics, of astronomy, of oratory, etc. 

Hence the positive and supremely outstanding claims of religion 
to such a distinction; for in all branches of knowledge and themes of 
study and research, where can anything be found whose claims to pro- 
moting happiness can even compare in depth of meaning, in broadness of 
scope, in sublity and universality and necessity of riligion ? - -  
the Great Jehovah Himself, midst the thunders of Sinai proclaiming: 
"I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt have no strange gods . . . . 'I 
just an echo down across the ages from the first instruction and 
commission to Adam and Eve, confidant that in as much as His new 
craatures were rational so they would be also appreciatively grate- 
ful. An echo? Yea, and as history repeats itself among the hills 
of generations and the mountains of world struggles, so too do the 
commandments to love God and neighbor -- Jesus Christ Himself, Son 
of the Living God and true Messiah of the ancient prophecies Him- 
self stressing the same and proclaiming as he does through Christian 
philosophy, the principle till the end of time and into eternity: 
"Gratitude for favors received the first and surest indication of 
intelligence." And thru the present Roman Pontiff, Pope Pius xII: 
"Man's first and greatest duty and obligation." 

Furthermore, not only is Religion a science pertaining to 
rational creatures on earth, viz, to mankind; but it is the greatest 
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science of all ages and pertaining to all rational creatuees whether on 
earth or in Purgatory or in Heaven, noc, however, to the atheist or 
the reprobate, - -  the latter hopelessly lost by a choice of his own, 
the former --  by his own free choice also -- a positive canditate 
for perdition: "He that believeth . . . . . shall be saved; He that 
believeth not shall be condemned." Hence the definition: 

"Religion: the science of our h a m  relationship 
WITH God and our neighbor." 

Incidently, we might add that, like with other sciences, or branches 
of science, -- though there may be a thousand systems of religion -- 
there can be but one religion, accordlng to the above. 

As to Religion's "would-be-destruction", atheism; It really 
ought to suffice to know that atheism is positively and diametrically 
opposed to religion of any kind according to the above definition, and 
that of whatever system; that it would deprive man -- actually does 
deprive man in asmuch as it preva2ls -- of the privileged, the super- 
naturally hopefully duty of loving God and neighbor; thus aiming at 
positively hinilizing the very sources and soul of the supernatural 
and again; thus, by degrading man below the brute-beast that has no 
faculties for exercising hope, offers him despair instead. Hence 
the demand for what may seem strong words in the definition: 

(unfinished draft) 
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A MILLION-XIIJLAR PROPOSITION : ( N3. I ) 

HOPE, THE SOUL OF TERRESTIAL HAPPINESS: DESPAIR? - 
? LORD SAVE US! A FORETASTE OF HELL. 

"KNOW THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH WILL KAKE YOU FREE." 

For t h e  b e s t  popular  d e f i n i t i o n  and c o n t r a s t i n g  of  two Extremes 
of  most fundamental importance - RELIGION, the  "UNRECOGNIZED SCIENCE": 
AND ATHEISM, THE CLIMAX OF INTELLECTUAL INSANITY AED OF MOML DEPRAV- 
ITY: we s h a l l  o f f e r  a m i l l i o n - d o l l a r  p r i z e ;  - s a i d  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  e t c ,  
n o t  t o  exceed f i f t e e n  hundred words and t o  avoid undue r e f r e n c e  t o  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  system, o r  denomination. Who "we" a r e  t o  make such an of -  
f e r  w i l l  fo l low s h o r t l y .  For t h e  p r e s e n t  l e t  i t  s u f f i c e  t o  say  t h a t  
though the  w r i t e r  can h a r d l y  c l a im  a red  copper a s  h i s  own; he i s  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  con f iden t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  s o  t ime ly ,  s o  u rgen t  
j u s t  now and so  opportune;  t h a t ,  though he know t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i -  
dua l s  , both  C h r i s t i a n  and Jewish - p o s s i b l y  Pagans too  - who would be 
happy t o  donate  t h e  whole m i l l i o n  a t  once; he would p r e f e r  n o t  t o  ac- 
c e p t  such an o f f e r .  He f e e l s  r a t h e r  t h a t  a  convent ion of some kind 
should be c a l l e d  wi thout  de l ay :  - say  of reverend c l e r g y  and God-fear- 
i ng  l a y  e d i t o r s  under perhaps a  chosen cornmitee of  b i shops ,  and r a b b i s  
who a r e  known f o r  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  God and e a r n e s t n e s s  t o  promote human 
peace on e a r t h  and save immortal s o u l s .  

I n c i d e n t l y ,  i t  was on ly  about e i g h t  o r  t e n  yea r s  back t h a t  a  Rev- 
e rend  Rabbi R. - God b l e s s  him - came t o  c o n s u l t  a C h r i s t i a n  c le rg iman;  
lamenting t h e  t h r e a t e n i n g  g r o t h  of  a the ism among t h e  r i s i n g  gene ra t i on ,  
no t ab ly  among the  Jewish denomination. Without one word the  l a t t e r  
wrote on a  p i ece  of  t i s sue-paper  j u s t  a t  hand: " I f  t h e r e ' s  anyth ing  of  
good t o  come from a the ism - i n  i t s e l f  t h e  climax of i n s a n i t y  - i t  i s  
t h i s ;  I t  i s  going t o  f o r c e  a l l  those  t o g e t h e r  and . .. t o  harmony, who 
h o n e s t l y  and g r a t e f u l l y  b e l i v e  i n  a lmighty God." A t  t h i s  Rabbi R .  who 
had been s t eady ing  t h e  co rne r  of s a i d  t i s u e  exclaimed as  he s t r u c k  t h e  
desk: "That ' s  i n s p i r a t i o n ! "  Atheism has  been becoming more and more 
t h r e a t e n i n g  e v e r  s i n c e  t i l l  now - e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  a p p a l l i n g  scan- 
d a l  of  our  honorable  Supreme Court l a s t  y e a r ;  f o r  s i n c e  t h a t  unfor tu-  
n a t e  quas i e  approva l ,  i t  has  advanced by l e a p s  and bounds, till red  
Russian a the ism seems j u s t  wa i t i ng  f o r  a chance t o  take  over  i n  p l ace  
of r e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  of course  would mean of  every  system of  r e l i g i o n  i n  
America a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t he  Sov ie t  c o u n t r i e s ,  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  aim of a the-  
i s m  has  eve r  been --- every  thought of b e l i e f  and f a i t h  i n  God and the  
s u p e r n a t u r a l .  

(Unfinished d r a f t )  
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A MILLION-DOLLAR ESSAY-PROPOSITION: (EO. XI) 

TO RESCUE FROM DESPAIK, ,.. THE HOPES AND SOULS OF BILLIONS. 

HOPE, THE VERY SOUL OF HAPPINESS I N  THIS WORLD: 

DESPAIK, A FIRST FEATURE FORETASTE OF HELL - 
"KNOW THE TRUTH: mu THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE." 

When s h a l l  we be d e l i v e r e d ,  o r  how e x t r i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t h e s e  
d a y s  from t h e  n igh tmare  s o  l o n g  l i n g e r i n g  a s  a prophesy;  now as 
o v e r n i g h t  by t h e  t h r e a t e n i n g  advances  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t h e i s m  and 
t h e  consequen t  l o s s  o f  f a i t h  i n  God, become an a c t u a l i t y  - t h e  
n igh tmare  o f  "wars and rumors o f  wars" s o  p a t h e t i c l y  f o r e t o l d  when, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s :  " Jesus  wept o v e r  Je rusa lem"?  

Only y e s t e r d a y  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  a  p r e s s  
r e p o r t  headed:  "Non-Catholics Score  Pope .... 1)isaprove o f  Bid f o r  
Union w i t h  Roman Church." Lamentable a s  such  a  s c o r i n g  would seem, 
t o  God-fear ing p e o p l e  - n o n - c a t h o l i c  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  i n  communion 
w i t h  Rome and t h e  "Mother-Church", t h e r e  s h o u l d  h a r d l y  be c a u s e  h e r e  
f o r  anyone ' s  t a k i n g  s c a n d a l .  Such o b j e c t i o n s  a s  a r e  g i v e n  may be i n  
e v e r y  c a s e ,  " p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  in tended" .  We hope t h e y  a r e .  For ,  even  
among C a t h o l i c s  how c o m p a r a t i v e l y  few a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g ,  
marvelous  c o n s i s t e n c y  and harmony i n  t h e  s t a n d  o f  t h e  Church and t h e  
c o n t i n u o u s  dogmat ic ,  i n f a l l a b l e  d i c t i o n s  o f  Her supreme exponen t  on 
e a r t h ,  Pope P i u s  X I L .  Dogmatic? I n f a l l i b l e  s h a l l  we s a y ?  Not t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  as such p roc la imed ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  i n t e n d e d ;  b u t  Pope P i u s  
XI1 would seem t o  be s o  imbued w i t h  a  l o v e  o f  peace - h i s  v e r y  name 
p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  p r o c l a i m i n g  him s o  - and,  one w i t h  h i s  l o v e  o f  peace 
goes  e s s e n t i a l l y  h i s  l o v e  o f  t r u t h  and o f  j u s t i c e ,  t h a t  h e  c a n  be 
s a i d  t o  l i k e - l i v e  and b r e a t h e  d o g m a t i c a l l y ;  s o  much s o  i n  f a c t  t h a t  
h i s  e v e r y  s e n t e n c e  even  i n  every-day speeches  and c o n v e r s a t i o n s  would 
seem t o  c a r r y  a  s o r t  o f  fundamental  and a  d i v i n e  b roadness  and c o l o r ,  
e . g . ,  when a  y e a r  o r  two back,  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  P o r t u g e e s e  P e o p l e ,  a s  
would seem a  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  l e t t e r ,  h e  l i k e  d e f i n e s  e d u c a t i o n  i n  such  
a l l  embracing words ,  s o  s i m p l e ,  s o  c o n c i s e ,  s o  u n e r r i n g l y  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  o t h e r  pronouncements and w i t h  dogmat ic  t r u t h :  "Educa t ion  i s  t h e  
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  God's g r a c e  i n  making p e r f e c t  C h r i s t i a n s . "  

Q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  such  a  pronouncement w i l l  h a r d l y  measurup w i t h  
t h e  i d e a l s  o f  n o n - c h r i s t i a n s :  a l l  t h e  laws by a t h e i s m  which some- 
where h a s  been d e f i n e d  a s :  "A c l i m a x  a t  once ,  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  in-  
s a n i t y  and o f  moral  degeneracy" .  

. , 

! :, . , i . ' /  , ' --.--.-. "i; .-**.-.- 2 ....:A --.-- d ---.- - . . ., 

Rev, Charles D i h n ,  c.i,c.m. 
Eoioxitrs PGS 
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Only yesterday the writer's attention was called to 
"press report" headed: "Non-Catholics Score Pope . . . . . 
Disaprove Bid for Union . . . . I' Lamentable as such a 
11 Scoring" would seem, to God-fearing people -- non-catholics 
as well as those in communion with Rome and the Mother Church, 
there is really nothing in the report at which thinking people 
at least should be scandalized. In fact St Bernard of Clarvoix 
reminds that: "Since the scandal of the Crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ, it is never reasonable to take scandal.ll The objections 
as given in the report may in every case be perfectly well inten- 
ded. We hope they are. For even among Catholics how comparatively 
few there are 

(unfinished) 

Rkv. Chariss Di!len, c.i.c.m. 
Notcrius 
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MILLION-DOLLAR ESSAY-PROPOSITION, (NO. I I I )  

TO RESCUE FROM DESPAIR: THE HOPE AND THE SOULS OF BILLIONS. 

HOPE, THE VERY LIFE OF HAPPINESS I N  THIS WORLD: 

DESPAIR? UGLIEST PHASE OF HELL-EXISTENCE. 

"KNOW THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE" 
P 

When s h a l l  we be d e l i v e r e d ,  o r  how e x t r i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  from t h e  
f e a r f u l  n igh tmare ,  s o  l o n g  a  solemn prophecy;  now, a s  o f  o v e r  n i g h t  a  
most t h r e a t e n i n g  r e a l i t y :  - Nay, become an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  problem, se -  
cond t o  h a r d l y  a n o t h e r  - t h e , n i g h t m a r e  s o  p a t h e t i c a l l y  lamenred when 
J e s u s ,  g r i e v e d  a t  t h e i r  want o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and consequen t  i n g r a t i -  
t u d e ,  wept o v e r  J e r u s a l e m  s a y i n g :  "..And i f  i n  t h i s  t h y  day  thou  
h a d s t  known t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  f o r  t h y  peace ,  b u t  now t h e y  a r e  h i d -  
den  from t i n e  e y e s . . . . .  and you s h a l l  h e a r  o f  wars  and rumors o f  wars .  .... And you s h a l l  be h a t e d  f o r  my sake ... and t h e y  w i l l  p u t  you t o  
d e a t h  f o r  my s a k e  ... And t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h e y  w i l l  do t o  you because  
t h e y  have n o t  known t h e  F a t h e r  n o r  me." I ? l a i n l y  i n  o t h e r  words ,  be- 
c a u s e  t h e y  have n o t  knon. t h e  T r u t h ,  God e t e r n a l .  And s a d d e s t  o f  a l l ,  
To-day a s  t h e n ,  s o  many of  u s  do n o t  r e a l l y  c a r e  t o  know. Without 
r e a l i z i n g  i t  we a r e  s o  n a t u r a l l y  i n c l i n e d  t o  l i v e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  and 
t o  p r i z e  t empora l  advan tages  as i f  t h e r e  were n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t o  hope 
f o r .  Temporal t h i n g s  - which i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  Heaven, must mean b u t  - 
momentary - become a l l  - i m p o r t a n t .  Death and e t e r n i t y ,  Heaven and 
H e l l  a r e  l o s t  from v iew,  The p r imary  purpose  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  c r e a -  
t u r e ,  t o  know God and h i s  f i r s t  and most i m p o r t a n t  d u t y  o f  consequen t  
g r a t i t u d e ,  become l i k e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  ox and t h e  ass t h a t  have no 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  Our n a t u r a l  t r e n d  where r e l i g i o n  i s  want ing  i s  always 
away from God and T r u t h ;  and t h e  f a r t h e r  we d r i f t  from God and T r u t h ,  
s o  much t h e  f a r t h e r  do we s t r a y  from t h e  d i v i n e  Source  o f  p e a c e ,  o f  
hope and o f  c h a r i t y .  J u s t  s o  much t h e  more t o o  do t h e  words o f  d i -  
v i n e  Lementat ion a p p l y  t o  u s :  "With d e s o l a t i o n  i s  a l l  t h e  wor ld  made 
d e s o l a t e ,  because  t h e r e  i s  none t h a t  t h i n k e t h  i n  t h e  h e a r t . "  

T r u t h ?  Prophecy? War-Problem? Bow s imple  t o  t h e  man o f  f a i t h !  
How i n f a l l i b l e  t h e  s o l u t i o n  J e s u s ,  E t e r n a l  T r u t h  g i v e s !  And a s  w i l l  
be found a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n :  "Know t h e  T r u t h  and t h e  T r u t h  
s h a l l  make you f r e e . "  
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MILLION-DOLLAR ESSAY-PRO?GSITIOKi, (SO, IT:> 

We need no t  r e p e a t  p i l o t ' s  ques t ion  he re?  We know what J e sus  
means by t r u t h .  Reason i t s e l f  shows us t h a t  God i s  t r u t h ;  and t h a t  
i t  i s  of such a na tu re  t h a t  f o r  the  normal mind t o  know the  t r u t h  is  
t o  love  i t .  So too ,  i n  g iv ing  the  Ten Comniandments t o  Moses and the  
People of I s r a e l ,  Jehova j u s t  solmnly in t roduced  Himself ,  reminding 
them a t  t h e  same time of  j u s t  a  few of t he  ou t s t and ing  f avor s  t h a t  
they  could no t  bu t  app rec i a t e :  "I am the  Lord thy  God who brought 
t hee  out  of t he  land of Egypt and ou t  of t he  land of bondage, Thou 
s h a l t  no t  have s t r a n g e  gods before  m e . . , . "  

"Know the  t r u t h  and the  t r u t h  w i l l  make you f r e e .  If A t  the  time 
t h a t  J e sus  proclaimed t h i s  d o c t r i n e  t~ the  Jews - t h i s  p r i n c i p a l  of 
L i b e r t y  from tyranny of h e l l ,  from turmoi l  among men, from the  sup- - 
reme climax of t ragedy,  - His own Cruel Cruc i f ix ion  - which even then  -- 
He knew them t o  be planning and which He foresaw t h a t  they  would 
s h o r t l y  execute ,  - a t  t he  time of  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  about ; ruth the  
world o u t s i d e  the  comparat ively t i n y  group of the "Chosen People", 
name of t r u t h  would seem t o  have been unknown; s i n c e  even the Roman 
Governer seems never t o  heard the  name be fo re .  

"What i s  t r u t h ? "  he asks J e sus  - "What i s  t r u t h ? "  asked the  
Roman Governor and wi th  t h a t  dismissed the  whole ques t ion .  Quite  i n  
s i m i l a r  manner t he  w r i t e r  heard i t  asked: "What i s  r e l i g i o n ? " ,  w i th  
an i d e n t i c a l  d i s m i s s a l .  The ve ry  word Truth would seem t o  have been 
unknown, save among the  comparat ively t i n y  group of t he  Chosen People.  
"What i s  t r u t h ? "  asked even the  Roman Governor, and wi th  t h a t  d i s -  
missing the  whole ques t ion  a s  of something e n t i r e l y  secondary i n  i m -  
po r t ence ,  I s  i t  any wonder t h a t  a t  j u s t  such a time the whole world 
was i n  turmoi l  a s  never be fo re ,  the  climax i n  a l l  c r e a t i o n  - the  
c la im of t ragedy,  of s canda l ,  

(Unfinished d r a f t )  



The fol lowing i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typed no te s  by 
t h e  Servant  of God, F r ,  Si;La:lus Casey O.F.?i.Cap. 

"KNOW THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH WILL MAKE YOU FREE" 

But what i s  TRUTH, t h a t  we may g e t  a  knowl'eg of i t  a t  whatever 
c o s t ?  Webster d e f i n e s  t r u t h :  "The being t r u e l "  e t c .  His d e f i n i -  
t i o n s  a r e  r a t h e r  weak and incomplete.  The words of S a i n t  John the  
Apost le  and Evangel i s t  i n  r e f e rence  t o  c h a r i t y  and which can be per- 
f e c t l y  app l i ed  t o  Truth would be dec ided ly  b e t t e r  and would read:  
"God i s  t r u t h  and he who remaineth i n  t r u t h  remaineth i n  God and God 
i n  him." This  harmonizes p e r f e c t l y  wi th  Jesus" own words i n  another  
p l ace  i n  t he  same Gosple: "I am the  way, The Truth and the  l i f e . "  

Hence, the  importence of educa t ion  - of f inding-out  about the  
t r u t h  and what-pertains  t o  t r u t h ,  I n  o t h e r  words what eve r  p e r t a i n s  
t o  God. Hence aga in ,  though we do w e l l  t o  s tudy  the  so--cal led 
"sciences" a s  l ead ing  t o  Truth - of God Himself ;  i n  most of our  mod- 
e r n  educa t iona l  systems the  supremely ou t s t and ing  and only  r e a l l y  
necessary  sc i ence  of a l l  s c i ences  - Rel ig ion ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  of our  hap- 
py r e l a t i o n s h i p  and dependence on God and our  neighbor is  d a i l y  more 
and more be ing  excluded and debared from our  school-rooms, from o u r  
c o l j e g e s ,  from our  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  ...,, 

Hence the  sad want of knowledge of the d i v i n e  Tru th ,  t he  lamenf- 
a b l e  ignorance about God and s u p e r n a t u r a l  t h i n g s ,  t he  t h r e a t e n i n g  
spread  of a the ism - climax i n  i t s e l f  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n s a n i t y  and the  
a p p a l l i n g l y  scandalous d e c i s i o n  made i n  i t s  favor  only  l a s t  y e a r ,  t h a t  
i f  permi t ted  t o  s t and  w i l l  go down i n  h i s t o r y  a s  a  b l o t  on the  records  
of one of  our  f a i r e s t . .  . . 

And y e t :  i f  men would on ly  s t o p  t o  t h i n k ,  and t o  l e a r n  the  l e s s o n  -- 
from h i s t o r y  - always repea ted  - and from h i s t o r y ' s  e t e r n a l  God, never  
changing t h a t  l e s s o n  - t h a t  ou t s t and ing  admonition t o  a l l  and every  
r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  - t h a t  we g e t  nowhere wi thout  H i m .  (Except t o  H e l l ) .  
I f  n a t i o n s  and governments, and a l l  I s r a e l ,  i f  humanity -   dam's pos- 

A 

t e r i t y  - would only  l i s t e n  t o  reason and f a i t h  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  common 
sense  - a l l  s t r e s s i n g  toge the r  t h a t  same admonition: 0,  what a  d i f f e r -  
e n t  ou t look  s o c i e t y  would a t  once put  on! What f a i t h !  What hope! 
What c h a r i t y  would be man's l i f e  he re  on God's f o o t s t o o l !  - he re  - 
t he  ' p r i v i l e g e d  v e s t i b u l e  t o  a happy e t e r n i t y  f o r  a p p r e c i a t i v e ,  g r a t e f u l  
s o u l s .  
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Know the  T r u t h ,  and the  Txuth w i l l  make you Free. 

I n  o t h e r  words, i f  v e  as  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e s  capable  of t h ink ing  
would weigh something of a p p a l l i n g  consequences t o  s o c i e t y  i n  gen- 
e r a l  of such a  war,  i n s t e a d  of f i g u e r i n g  on f u r t h e r  p e r f e c t i n g  ways 
and means f o r  des t roy ing  our  supposed enemies - i n  t he  s i g h t  of  
Heaven and r e a l i t y  our  b r e t h r e n  whom i n  God's Name we ought t o  love 
- i f  we would l i s t e n  t o  the  d i v i n e  prophet  and King of Prophets  Who, 
through H i s  e a r t h l y  Vicar To-day - Pope P. XI1 - 0 how comparat ively 
s imple would be the  answers t o  such d i f f i c u l t i e s !  How i n f a l l i b l e  t h e  
s o l u t i o n .  

But, a l a s . f o r  our  want of f a i t h  t hese  days;  and consequent ly,  
f o r  our  lack of appreci .a t ion between p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  va lues  
and between the  momentary and t h e  e t e r n a l .  Well, t h e r e f o r e ,  do the  
words of Jeremiah the  Prophet apply t o  any people o r  power o r  i nd i -  
v i d u a l  t h a t  has  l i t t l e  o r  no ........,. "With d e s o l a t i o n  is  a l l  the  
world made d e s o l a t e ,  because . . none t h a t  t h inke th  i n  h i s  hea r t . "  

Like a v a s t  school  of ph i losophers  (supposed t o  b e ) ,  t h a t  e l a -  
b o r a t e  t h e i r  days and go i n t o  e t e r n i t y  blowing bubbles ;  o r  l i k e  a 
c l a s s  of e l d e r l y  people one may v i s i t  i n  c e r t a i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  t h a t  
a r e  e v i d e n t l y  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  d o l l s  than  i n  t h e i r  p r a y e r s ;  
s o ,  must t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  become - and consequent ly,  t h a t ,  gene ra t ion  - 
t h a t  f a i l s  t o  f o s t e r  g r a t i t u d e  to.God, the  Giver of a l l  good g i f t s ;  
t h a t  g ive  up e x e r c i s e s  of p raye r s  and, c r i m i n a l l y  - be fo re  God and -- 
Heaven a s  w e l l  a s  i n  the  e s t i m a t i o n  of common-sense-minded people - - - 
c r i m i n a l l y  exclude r e l i g i o n  a t  once the  ve ry  foundat ion  and purpose 
of  a l l  s c i e n c e ,  from t h e i r  system and t h e i r  curr iculums of educa t ion .  
According t o  t he  h i g h e s t  rnoral a u t h o r i t y  on e a r t h ,  P. P ius  X: "Man's 
f i r s t  and g r a v e s t  du ty  i s  g r a t i t u d e . "  Common-sense ho lds  - as  does 
the  h i g h e s t  phi losophy and f a i t h  i t s e l f  - : "Gra t i tude  f o r  f avo r s  
rece ived  is one . . . . .  

(Uni f in ished  d r a f t )  



God 3 l e s s  you I X s s  3 e r l i n g  - you alid yours: 

I hope tinis f i c d s  j o u  mell ,  t,li1l.icli meaxs o f  course  hope12rl t o o .  
T l ? i s  l s t t e r  i s  sorcet3-?g t 3 a t  i s  s a d l y  overlool.red, t o  t l ~ e  g r e a t  de- 
tkhe-i% o f  s p i r i t ~ a l  p rog res s  a s  w e l l  a s  pl',:rsical. 

%e probably all-outstax?ing exazple  05 proof  of  this i s  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  s c a i ~ d a l  t h a t  s c n e  of  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  took a t  J e s u s 1  ckoice  
o f  t k e  C30SS Z D  C-LLiJi3Y wwl?ereby t o  e s t ab l i s l ?  R l s  3 e i p  oI' 1 ~ ~ 2 ,  
r a t h e r  t l ?m a q r  o t h e r ;  - t!:e s canda l  tl?at drew r'ror: S t .  P e t e r  kin- 
s e l f :  ItTlaster! Ii'sr be i t  from thee . .  . .'! afid t k e  alarmi;?g response: 
"Get t 3 e e  bekind me sata;?_. . . . . Tkou s a v e r e s t  cot of  God". 

I t  i s  w e l l  t o  remmber  t h z t  suc" scanda l  v ~ x  neve r  i c t e x l e d  t o  
-? be c o r f i x e d  t o  t h e  Apostal ic-age:  z e m e ,  S a i n t  S e z a r d  - t h e  out- 

s t x i d i n g  Doctor  o f  t k e  "iiddle-ages - wise ly  re.rk.:?ds: "S ince  t k e  
s c a a d a l  o f  t k e  Cross  i t  i s  2eve:r reaso-abl-e t o  kake sca;?daln. k- 
t io ther  o  ccasiolz of t h e  f i r s - t  d i s c i p l e s  t a k i n g  sca-.dal i s  tl?e d e t a i l e d  
in s i s t exme  o f  E i s  gi~ri-cg u s  E inse lT  f o r  o v r  ovm l i f e  of  soul :  "I am 
t k e  bread of  l i f e .  Your f a t k e r s  d i d  e z t  mama in t h e  d e s e r t  %id a r e  
dead. Yk5.s i s  %Le bread which c o m t h  do7%?. f r o ~ n  keavea; t h a t  i f  any 
man e z t  o f  i t ,  k e  m y  n o t  die1!.  (Jno.  VI, 48) 

O f  cou r se  i t  is 0~12- n a t u r a l  f o r  20.-iest , ~prig::._-t people  t o  rese:?t 
fa l sehood aad i n j u s t i c e  a s  was S-t .  P e t e r  i n  s t r i k i iqg  o f f  t h e  b r u t a l  
X a l c h n t s  ear .  %e same call be s z i d  o f  t h e  wave of  i i7_temational.  i:2- 
d i p p a t i o n  t h a t  tile d a m a b l e  3;-pocrisy mavlifeat t h e s e  days ir t i e  s a c r i -  
l e g i o u s  t r e a t m e s t  o f  Sardirzal J o ~ e f  ILiodezmt;:. 

O f  coixrse i t  i s  but  l i a t u r a l  f o r  moral i a t eg r i t ; :  t o  r e s e a t  f a l s e -  
hood acd i q j u s t i c e  whereves accos ted  

( ~ ~ 9 i x i s h e d  d r a f t  ) 



The following i s  a faitb2.d i;xmzziptl?i:. of the carbon copy o f  the 
t-fled o d g i n a l  by %he SD,::=..;,:+ i?% Goa, Ist::t:.. Solanus Casey, O.F.f,l, Cap. 

(Very Rev. Edmund Kramer) 

Dear Rev. Pather Pro~~Lncial:  

No doubt you m2.U have beer- e:Qecting a repor t  o f  some kind con- 
cerning t h e  privllleged t r i p  conceded m e  recently t o  t h e  B m e r a l  of  
poor, dear brother,  Father  Xaurice Joac l~ i s .  Z sta&ec! t o  do this t h e  
day a f t e r  t h e  s0lex;nitie.s; f o r  a l l  considere6 i t  vias a r e a l  s01am 
funeral acd s-ee;clingl;r a happy one. 3 lessed be God ilt His angels and 
in His s z i n t s ,  

h wire a-t about 7: 30 Vedmsday , Jardary 12  f r o m  OrtonvTlle, E I i m .  
amo~mced t o  us: "Father Idaurice Joachin died a t  6 :  20 this LIorning1I . 
I ermneousljr took it f o r  almos2 self wZerstood t h a t  %lie FixieraL 
would take placc: an Saturday, waiting f o r  more par",c~ilars ti11 near  
ddnight, v~he-i? a c a l l  cane; but it tt-as IRrosz a poor par* - c o w e r t  - 
Zmenting t h e i r  ur_f o r t w a t  e divorce. 

Yozr V e q  Rev, Zz te rn i ty ,  or* qy long distance c a l l  ha2 benip>;nly 
biddes lzle go t]cli]clither,. Deo g r a t i a s .  Ve concluded t h a t  possibly tlie 
funeral  might be Prriday and decided accordingly t o  take no chances. 
Hence, our plans t o  catch the Xiawafna ss probably - surest  train t o  
make t h e  desired corr,ections. 

It snoved tha-c Thursday nosxhg and t o  be mre of catcbdng the  
"Golda A r r o v t '  t rain on t b e  Pmsylva-n ia ,  v e  l e f t  e a r u ,  for Ft .  
W a - p e ;  - 3sother Cook, 1f;ulatius a$ the wheel ard Rev. Father Guard- 
i a n  accoapaning. Leaving Fort  game,  t h e  Conductor had t o  l a s e n t  
t h a t  he m s  25 nix~~x-;es late, v~Iiai~h t o  m e  meznt that  x e ' d  be n i p  and 
tuck in ca t  ek ing  tne I-Iiawatha i n  Chicago , if we didrr ' t l o s e  any more 
on the schedule thi ther .  On leaving I-rur'tington, 'nonever, we had said 
o w  Rosary fox  Divine @dance ard  p ro tec t ion  and safe  r e tu rn  and 
thanks be t o  God ,  1 forgot a l l  abou"uwosrjb.g. '2 : j ~  aade it,  even i f  
t he  train had t o  wait a l i t t l e ,  till they kindly go t  ne a t i c k e t .  

I was still figuering on the  3 m e r a i  beir?g on Saturday and 03 

ny staying over night in.  S t ,  P a u l  till, "ie r"irst passager o f f  the 
Coach, q f r i = d s  held =ae u ~ .  1 bad. t o  go back on the t r a i n  and they 



(Very Rev. Edmund Kramer) 

Eev. Father  P m x h c i a l  
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acconpxied ne on t o  XirLsspcl is ,  x?z%%ce, e 3 e r  ax hour and a ha l f ,  
I was t o  take mother  t ra in  anfl,go 0x1 tmo izwdred miles Pcrxther t o  
Ortondlle, X i m .  , right r e s r  ",he S. D a h t a  border; thence, a f t e r  
holy Nass next rzorsling d r i ~ r e  twenty ~ L l e s  t o  Gracevi l le  f o r  t he  fun- 
e r a l  a t  ten 0c1. It w2s 3: 30 ~ihe~1 :.re pu l l ed  i n t o  t h a t  s t a t i o n .  I t  
had been noon-light a l l  night, trim@ r a the r  pale, but with %he snow 
on the  ground I heard t he  train--men's v i e w  cozle out  i n  haraony rrith 
iny O Q ~ :  ''Its a beautifttl. night". 

We were about t h i r t y  a l e s  fron our t ra in -des t iq r  when Z was 
ab l e  t o  s t r e t c h  rajr bones Ir t h e  eszpty m.oMng-car v i l i i c h  mas b e t t e r  tho2 
i n  a comer  of a sea", Thank God t h a t  was a r e l i e f .  I was a t  l e a s t  
half-asleep, w h c i  tine g e i t l e  brake-aaa ca l led  rae azd 7 -gent out  t o  
find t h e  Pas to r  pa t ien tkr  v~nitirg. :Ye mere 3 ha12 hour l a t e .  He, 
Pather  George C a q b e l l ,  tooted -:Lien he saw me leave  the t m i n  ar,d 
greeted me l i k e  an old f r i end .  Ee has a n i c e  l i t t l e  ( ~ h u r c h )  - ozte 
a l t a r  - t o  accoraodate about two o r  th ree  hudred, S t .  1:IarjT s. After 
holy Mass and breakfas t ,  we nade t h e  t v r e ~ t j  a i l e s  in a dense, freez- 
ing fog about tv~eaty  minutes before services ,  Batker Edfd had hardbj 
expected me  ad ms disappoioted i n  his f i s e r i n g  on Xonsigfiore 
Reaordan o f  Xineapolis  - a one-tirrie gas5or of  TJ.i=,J., t o  give " c h e  ser- 
Eon. No one e l s e  s e a e d  ready f o r  that p r iv i l ege ;  so t h a t  I was a- 
shamed t o  decl ine  nhen asked i f  I ~ o u l d  sa;. a f e ; ~  words. I took t h e  
t e x t  t ha t  caxe t o  r27 nind a s  we ncze l e a v i q  f o r  the Altar: "Quid 
Retriribuazl . , .?If . , . ,Thank God; though a raost hap;?y t i m e  i f  progerQr 
developed, it co-ad n o t ,  ander the circuimtc3nces, be more than e x t a -  
pore. It seecled? h o ~ e v e r ,  t o  b e  sacisr^ac';orj, A n i c e  c=.ovrd 02 in- 
t e l l i g e n t  l o o l u ~ g  school c b i l d r e ~  i;ogetherc t ~ t h  t h e  s i l e n t  s emoa  09 
a happy death of one v h u  %ad ?,yeathered t he  s t o n m  09 EL winters  co-a- 
secrated t o  ALnighty God, na tura ly  i n c l i m d  ny -thoughts to oocatior-s. 
( f o r  20 ainut es) , 



Hmting.ton, 1-n-t3.an.a 

Ju ly  18 th ,  1949 

T e n  Rev. Fa the r  Provincial,  0.B.II. Cap., E b m d  

Very 3ev. Dear Father  Provincial :  

Praf sed be Jesus  Chr i s t .  Deo Gr-i;, Ho:iestly I hay i l l y  h o w  how t o  
begin. That nil l iom-dollar  pmpos i t ion  has been on n j r  nind s ince  moliths 
before your Pa te rn i ty  held V i s i t a t i on  liere lsst year; Pad the Lower  i t  
go on t h e  Icore it seens t o  ne t i n e l y ,  opportme,  u r g e t .  

Besides t h e  e n c ~ u r a ~ z g  proposit ion o f  our Benefactor, Joseph J . 
0 'I!omeLI of Chicago, a copy of riihose 1ektt;ez I s h a l l  herewith enclose, 
tizere a r e  o the r  - qu i t e  a few, per l~zps  a o s t l j  r e l ig ious  - praying f o r  
t he  l l ~ l l i o a - d o l l a r  essay contes t .  I mer,tio:lec! tile proposi t ion t o  Rev. 
2o-tiher I.;ary P i d e l i s  - he lp less  i i ivalid a t  the time - and afterwards t o  
a b o u X i f t y  of h e r  nuns, as" i.iotre Dam Tdilwaukee, t h e  dr;y of Umaling 
Tr. Stephen's S ta tue  and of my orm v e q  f o r " u a t e  p-bomne-poison ex- 
p e r i e x e ,  - anything but pleasant of course but - nost  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  
njr soul. I hope tine stladeats frcm C a l v a q  p rof i t ed  too  by t h e i r  t a s t e ,  
a t  Least,  of s im i l a r  e ~ p e x i ~ c e .  Deo Gr, l o r  811 fEs desims. 

\ ; e l l ,  Llotiier ihxy  F ide l i s  end h e r  s a id  lxms seexed quite i n t e r e s t e d  and 
p?oxised t o  pray t h e  good God b r ing  i t  t o  success. I had harGl j  cone 
ts the pa r lo r  a f t e r  b less ing thea  viitlr sevemel r e l i c s  and a l i t t l e  visit 
i n  the Chapel W1im I urged, "Sister, please  ge-e a i iessel  quicldy. 
I ' l l  have t o  vonrit, 1'11 wait right; here  on t h e  f loorn .  LuclSly noth- 
irq c m e  but s t r e ~ ~ o u s  reecung till t h e  -fessel ar r ived,  and the3 veqr 
little, with q u i t e  a relief of w e q  shor t  dura t io3  - again and again- 
till t h e  mbulazce caxe and took  he ;?a-,ie~?t t o  St;. LIichaells Xospital  ... f o r  2Sou-L 40 hours. ... 

--l:?Lu!!bw!~a~ 
Rev. Chnrles Dillen, c.i.e.m. 



There i s  another veqi i n t ~ r e s t e d  t--arky, a ce r t a in  3 s .  Gordon 
Thome,  quite a benefactor i~50 wi"~i?w&t e f f o ~ t  could donate t h e  whole 
P r i z e  ($1,000,000.) and possibly 1vi.12 do a s  nwh, if successful. in 
her presmt efTorts t o  break away f'rm 2 ~FJ-S%-COD$X+~JT that has been 
charging her $40,000, a ~ a u a l l l ;  f o r  t h e i r  service. She i s  preparing 
f o r  a battle i n  court on tkLs score  next Monday, 25th. She expects 
tam f o  appeal the csse  i f  she win. . , . , She asks f o r  prayers,  A 
da i ly  cow-unicant and qu i t e  a "live wire" , with far-reaching views, 
she s e a  s o l i c i t o u s  to make up for lost time i-Jhile her non-catholic, 
-t;hough semingly very cha r i t ab l e  , Husband, ;;o:i'cgomeq Gard Thorne, 
l i ved ,  bong ot izer works of char i ty  she i s  figuering on bui lding an 
orphar;age f o r  135s Eminei~ce, Sazual Ca-rdinal S t r i ch .  She has been 
s e ~ d i i i g  us :his diocesan "Berr BarZdff ~Gxick?. recemtly received the gold 
medal as being t h e  best  all.=ro.;md CatLiolic Bews?a?er, Fhe Rev. 
editor, Father D a l ~ ,  as i t  seeas ,  wants to cone over to leaL- about 
our l' essay proposition1'. 

~ T Q V ,  sircc t a w n g  t o  Zr0tl.r S?aier??A%y abcut proposition, i t  
bas grom i m ~ i s l y  i n  m,pitude and p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a s  s e w  t o  ne; 
s o  thz-t ins tead  of giving i t  over t o  t h e  (COTI~.) o r  an\- ind iv idua l  
;ublica';ion, t h e r e  should somemy be a convention (03) c l e r i c a l  and 
experienced l a y  ed i t o r s  - incluf i i lg  even  no^-catholics who have 
sholm 

1 ? d . - i L L & G -  .... ..... L.. 
Rev. Churics Dillen, c.i.c.m, 

Notclrius 



1949, J u l y  18 

The foLlowing i s  5 f a i t h f i r 1  t ransc3- ip t ion  o f  a  photo 
copy of b r i e f  messages on Seraphic  Mass Assoc ia t ion  
Cards by the  Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Cgsey, 
0,F.M.Cap. 

M r .  and Mrs. Harold Sherman 

P lease  God, f o r  speedy b r igh ten ing  of o u t  look -- G O ~ ' S  

ho ly  guidance 

Emergency s p e c i a l  membership 

They should pray as b e s t  they  can,  f o r g e t t i n g  about  
denomination. We a r e  c h r i s t i a n  on ly  i n  a s  f a r  as we be- 
l i e v e  i n  J e sus  and Keep H i s  word, With God the  nam counts  O -  

J u l y  18, 1949 

God b i e s s  a l l  and each.  

Fr .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

P ra i sed  be Jesus!  

(on r e v e r s e  o f . c a r d  i s  w r i t t e n  under p i c t u r e  o f  Mary:) 

Destined t o  be Mother of J e s u s ,  Savior ,  and Help o f  ~ h r i s t i a n s  

The o r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  
Krs. E ld red  Metty 
20210 Regent 
D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 48205 
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7/18/43 ST. FELIX Pxk3T_' 
3ou te  E! 

-.. -=u-atingt on, Indlana  

3 l e s s e d  be God i n  a l l  
and each of ::is d e s i p s .  

K r s .  3 .  Xet ty ,  D e t r o i t ,  I l ichigsn.  

Dear Mrs. I let ty:  

God b l e s s  you acd yours. Naily thanks f o r  your E n d  r e c e n t l y  received.  
I am e n r o l l i n g  your  S i s t e r  and h e r  Susband in t h e  Seraphic  iLass kssocia t ioa .  - 
eniergency and s p e c i a l  - and I hope you may be a b l e  t o  send u s  a  f avorab le  
r e p o r t .  Thanks be t o  God, we hzve c o t a b l e  r e p o r t s  a s  through tixis source  
of b l e s s i n g  every day. I am s u r e  t h a t  i f  they  t u r n  t o  God a s  bes t  they  can 
and prsy  t o  5 i m  wi th  conf ideme  e s  ne a l l  ought t o  t r y  t o  do, 313 i n  X i s  
z e r c y  vvill enable them t o  g ive  t h e  doc to r s  and a l l  conceraing a  good 
s u r p r i s e .  

Sonet!l;iug t h e y  could do s p e c i a l l y  t o  ? l e a s e  t h e  good God i n  case  Mr. 
S h e m ~ i i  i s  cured, i n  tliar?k;s-givL-.g; would be 'LO: "like-promise'7 t o  be 
e a m z s t  i n  itinding out  Tor themselves, some-(thing) about t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  methodest denordnst ion with t h e  Xother-Church; 
o r  t h a t  they  w i l l  look i n t o  snd f i n d  out  soae of t h e  reasons vdiy Catholecs 
t r y  so  rmch $0 i m i t a t e  J e s u s  i n  h i s  love  aild reverence f o r  Nary-, H i s  own 
d e a r e s t  V i rg in  Xother .  1t3ehc)ld thy  son.11 J e s u s  s a i d  t o  B i s  sorrowing 
Trother and t h e  Toot of t h e  Cross,  r e f e r i n g  t o  t h e  jrou.thfrrl Apost le  John - 
and i n  l 5 m  a s  theologians  and t h e  f a t h e r s  of t h e  holy  Church l?ave alwzys 
t a u g h t ,  - i n  S t .  John - r e f e l i n g  t o  a l l  fo l lowers  of E j s  doc t r ine .  Then a s  
i n  t h e  sane b rez tn  t o  S t .  Job: f13eilold thy  Xootlier.ll . . . . . . I f  r e l i g i o n  
i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s c i ence  of a11 ages  - "T:le sc i ence  of our  happy dependence 
on GoG. 2nd o w  n e i g h b ~ y , ~ ~ ,  vd~ich defini"c;on no one seems t o  ques t ion ,  then  
t h e r e  can be but  one r e l i g i o n .  I n  l i k e  nanner i f :  "-,i;e a r e  C L r i s t i a n s  only 
i n  ascruch a s  we b e l i e v e  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  znd keep 91s words - H i s  d o c t r i n e  - 
so t h e r e  can be b-~-t one C h r i s t i m i t y .  Therefore,  i t s  t o  each one of  u s  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  examine i n t o  our own consciellce whether we be C h r i s t L l a s  
i n  r e a l i t y  o r  only i l =  maze. Too, i t  ought t o  be our  happy p r i v i l e g e  t o  
p r e f e c t  ourselves i n  t h a t  f z i t h  more and nore ,  znd t o  f i2dout  i t s  i n f a l l i b l e  
Guide 03 ea r th .  

P r s i s e d  be J e s u s  Christ Le t  us a l l  przy f o r  one s n o t h e r l s  conversion..  . 
3r. Solanus GFI.5 

C r i g i n a l  i- possess ion  of:  

:ks. 3 l d r e d  ILetty 
20210 Eegent 
D e t r o i t ,  121. 48205 



Tlie f ollo?$<ng i s  a  feitl:ful .:1.3::.5 cj,2ip%i_oil 3: :.+ -:t~-2z6 o r i g i 3 a l  by tile 
Servant  of God, F a t h e r  JG~SLYLS Sz:;ey, C;.i?.l,!. Cap. 

God b l e s s  you Grama ICau-ffman: jToU end yours .  
3 u t  what i s  this we h e a r  oI' you? 3 r o t h e r  Leo and ILrs.  
Wkitman, B o m a ,  t e l l s  us ycu have been n o t  a t  a l l  we l l ;  
and t h a t  YOU i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I Binds wondered 
when r e a d i n g  this, i f  yoxi were fo l lowing  ffiy bad ex- 
ample. Wel l  i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  I hope you w i l l  have f o l -  
lowed t h e  good p z r t  t o o  and. g e t  w e l l  i n  s h o r t  n o t i c e .  

Four  of u s  drove over  t o  X i l n a u l ~ e e  f o r  t h e  Unvai l ing  
of  t h e  b i g  s t a t u e  o f  ? a t h e r  Stephen,  ir~Ltkl vhj??,o;?l I worked when first 
ordained and f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f f  and on. B e l l ,  t h e r e  were a 
counle dozen a f f e c t e d  by ptomene-poison and, s cco rd ing  a s  one looks  
a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and c r o s s e s ,  I wes oze of  the d o z m s  of  
o r  would r a t h e r  s ay  f o r - t u x a t i e  ones.  I t  was s u r e l y  t o  n a t u r e  a  
ve ry  v a p l e a s a n t  experience;  bu t  thariks be t o  God! I f e e l  t h a t  my 
s o u l  p r o f i t e d  g r e a t l y  bj t h e  experience of  about  a  month i n  bospi-  
1. L Z ~ ,  -in S a i n t  L i i chae l l s  l~ i lv i aukee  and S t .  Joxephs,  P t .  ?Vape. 

I t  mas a  " b i t t e r  p i l l  t h a t  tu-rned t o  s c e e t n e s s  of  s o u l  and body", 
e s  S t .  F r a n c i s  t e l l s  u s  i n  t h e  holy  Zule ,  ab0Y.t his pe r sona l  ex- 
per5e:rces w i t h  t h e  poc r ,  d e a r  l e p e r s  of  l?is day, and a s  many 
chap la ins  an6 s o l d i e r s  t e l l  o f  &a t  t h e  ~ i 2 n t  through il? t h e  2nd 
T o r l d  Yarl'  . 

ITOW d e s r  TLrs. ICav-ffi~a:?: I hope you a r e  t un ing  this 
breaking of l i f e 1  s monotony - a l l  m ~ p l e a s z n t  a s  such exper iences  
a r e  t o  natu.re,  - i n t o  s a c r i f i c s s  o f  g r e a t  m e r i t .  T h i s  you can  do 
by "i;h.inking on t h e  sii.ff e r i n g s  and P a s s i o r  cf o u r  d e a r  Lord and 
o f f e r i n g  your  su-ffer ings i n  w;io~i w i t h  t h o s e  3 e  s u f f e r e d  f o r  a l l  
i~.s poor s i n n e r s  t h a t  i n  E i s  i n f i n i t e  c o ~ ? d e s c e n t i o ~ i  de igns  t o  c a l l  
-. -- . 
US ~ L S  bretl?ren. n o r e  t h a n  t h i s ,  t h a t  i t  may be no empty t i t l e  
a22 a s  a l a s t  kequest , g i v e s  u.s 3is on% b le s sed  V i r g i n  brother t o  
be ou r  dea r ,  g e n t l e  LTother t oo .  ! ! ! I n c i d e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  some.tkLng 
wherein you. cov.la do x e  ~ i i d .  i?~y d"ar (Iruerdi.ng Page l  a  r e a l  f a v o r ;  . . . 
O f f e r  s o ~ e t l l i n g  of  jwur r e s t l e s u e s s  f o r  God's b l e s s i n g  orn a  pro- 
j e c t  I - l e t  n:e venture  t o  sag, we - have bee2 'i"r'orltri_rlg on f o r  many 
montlis. If we put  i t  over ,  a s  w i th  d i v i n e  a s s i s t e n c e  we kope t o  do, 
i t  w i l l  mean ml~.ch toward t h e  t r u e  peace of  b i l l i o n s .  Deo g r a t i a s !  
Pray  t o o ,  t h a t  God's Eoly S p i r i t  gu ide  t h e  d e l i b e r s t i o n s  o f  o u r  f a t h e r s  
i n  t h e  c o ~ i n g  Cha_uter i n  Bov. 

S i n c e r e l y  i n  t h e  Sacred Hearts of  J e s u s  a x ?  Kery. F r .  S o l e m s  

Or ig ine l  i n  posses s ion  of :  

3 i c l i t r d  Vl'ollenweber 
14503 Parkgrove Ave. 
D e t r o i t ,  L'?: . 48205 



1349, October 3 

October 33x3, 1949 

Miss Nargaret Shavey 
Det ro i t ,  Nichigan 

Dear E i s s  Shavey: 

God b l e s s  you and yours. T hope this f i c d s  you a l l  w e l l ,  especial- 
l y  t h a t  your outlook is  ho-gel'ul and brightzz-Lng. 

Please  pardon ny ta rd iness ,  e t c  I think t h e  following w i l l .  be a 
decided asset t o  Father  E1s r h p e  - l e t t e r .  

NOTE. The following rhyxe- le t ter ,  "a rezedy f o r  A&e bluesu, 
f r o a  - a niss ionary i n  the  Phi l ippines  t o  a Rev. Brother - 12 years his senior  and located in YorLcers, G .  York. 
s en io r  brotherf  s heal th-fa i lure  i~ his ear ly  c lac ics .  

NOTE. The following rl irne-let ter ,  "a rei~edy f o r  blues", i s  
from a miss ionar j  i n  t h e  Phi l ippines  t o  a sen ior  
b r o t i i ~ r  brother i n  Yonkers, 3 .  Y .  Health-fai lure on 
p a r t  of  the  senior  brother i n  his ear ly  c lass ics  had 
sen t  him home f ron  t h e  se-xinary , heavy-hearted, - a 
family disapointnent.  For twenty years  workiug; f o r  
vocations t o  makeup f o r  his own f a l l u r e  a d ,  on oc- 
casion of his serving a t  t ize f i r s 3  holy IAass of : :-,:i:lw 32 __LE 

junior brothers he had decided; "...to t q  i t  over 
again". He had joined -the jLC3-ior brother (now the 
raissionaW) in  the seniaary, and hsid preceded .bin t o  
the holy Priesthood j u s t  one year.  The l e t t e r ,  a t  
once humorous and poe t ic  as well  a s  a s c e t i c  and 
thoroughly ph i lo soph ic ,  o f f e r s  food f o r  every 
thinker.  (a  t h i r d  ~ r i t g e r )  



7949, October  23. 

!T~?F .ille fo l lowing  is a fa.it$:Zul:. t :~:.s;::i.i~i,i 93 I;: i,:;.: ?.-y;)ed o r i g i x l  by t i l e  
Yerv&nt of God, Ftit?qer ..A So;,ai.,zs 1 ' ' .  V U ~ 3 U d  , (' t -  -,? r i : ~ .  T'- Cap. 

Lfy Dear Fr iends :  God b l e s s  jTOu and yo-ns. God b l e s s  a l l  ou r  a f f l i c t e d  
bretkrer?  o f  good ( w i l l ) .  I r ece ived  jrGur p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r  yes t e rday  azd I 
su.rely do sympathize w i t h  you. '!/hat e  disal;oictme,rt t o  acy l o v i c g  pa ren t  
t o  h e a r  such a  diapposis. . . . . ' ? 3 l i n b e s s ,  Dezfness" . I s u r e l y  hope 
3. J . v&ll  g i v e  t h e  d o c t o r s  a  s a r p r i c e  c s  r e a r l y  always happens when we 
trust i 2  Al.mighty God. AT a l l  even t s  how z e r c i f u l  h a s  n o t  God sho rn  f i lm-  
s e l f  t o  y m  i n  b l e s s i n 2  you v i t b  ano the r  b r i g h t  boy, and even i n  Donald 's  
c a s e ,  o therwise  endoVv5ng h l n  ;vi t h  s u z 3  hagpy f a c u l t i e s !  

h c i  y e t  dc3r  f r i z ~ l d s ;  v \ b t  e r e  e l l -  pu re ly  p h y s i c a l  o r  t e z p o r a l  b l e s s i n g s  
irt comaprasm w i t h  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  God h a s  g iven  us? - Y3u. and n e ,  ever? 
I?  nou ugh ( w e )  d i f f e r ,  a s  msy be, i n  some e s s e n t i a l s .  Ees ides ,  we have somuch 
i n  comma - and this wf: can say  of al-1 who h o n e s t l y  b e l i e v e  in G.od and hope 
in ;Six!, t h a t  we ought s u r e l y  t o  be p e t i m t  with weaknesses so  common, i f  
n o t  i n  s y s t e m  o f  re t l ig ion  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n  al?d p r a c t i c e .  The f a c t  
t o o ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s e a m  t o  be such a n  avalencehe o f  a the ism - t h e  very  cl imax 
of f : i t e l l e c t u a l ,  i i ^ l ~ ~ r ~ . L t y  axa 02  oral deprav i ty  - tlzreateulil?g t o  i n u ~ i d a t e  
c - r O  ,. . .  L - I T 1  i'mt ought t o  b r i n g  u s  a l l  i n t o  rimtv.el agreeaent  and hamo:iy 

~f some ?.-Lr?d, 

A t  zL:L even t s ,  we ~1122.1. be p l eased  t o  j o i n  0u.r p r a y e r s  with y0u.r.s ia  f a v o r  
of  poor  d e e r  l i t t l e  2one l6  J a y ;  v5z. i n  "s torming %eaveilU, tkiat God be 
p l eased  t o  g i v e  i L m  s i g h t  wherewith t o  g l c r i f y  God Himself and promote - be 
i.rzstrwnenta1 i n  p rano t ing  - psace  snong meri znd mt io : l s .  . . . . A f t e r a l l ,  
as a s c i e n c e  (and religioll-  i s ,  m t o a l y  a sciel?:e, but tke g r e a t e s t  s c i e n c e  
of  211 ages)  t L a r e  csn  5s bu.t o3e r e l i g i o n ,  v i z :  "Tile :;cience of  o u r  
haspy - - r e l a t i o n s h i p  vcith - depexdence on - Sod 2nd o u r  lieighbor." I n  t h e  
f s c e  of so  niu.ck - such brezen and threstelxing a the ism,  i s  i t  n o t  t ime we 
cone t o g e t h e r  and g e t  h m a ? i t y  t o  cons ide r  somet!dng about ~ ; k l t i ? e r  i t  i s  
t end ing  without  f a i t h  5.11 God. and wi thout  f o s t e r i a g  t'?i.s gree.tes. of a l l  
s c i e n c e s ,  wkLch o u t s i d e  c f  t h e  compars,t ively few, r e f u s e  il t h e i r  bl ind-  
n e s s  even t o  r ecoga ize  i t  a s  a s c i e a c e  a t a l l ?  . . . . l a r d o n  t h e  d i g r e s s i o n .  

.-7 lue s h a l l  hope znd pray  t h a t  l i t t l e  3. J .  g i v e  t h e  doc to r s  8 f a v o r a b l e  
su.rpr i  s e  . 



Page 2. 1949, October  23 and 30. 

Xr.  a ~ l d  LSrs , A l f r e d  i o l t z  . 

Dear J l r .  end Nrs. Roltz: 

God b l e s s  you aga in .  

I in t ended  t o  r each  you mi-ith t h e  above aclmowledgznent a day o r  t ? ~ o  e f t e r  
i t s  r e c e c t i o u  but  was ashamed t o  send i n  s o  muddled a cond i t i on  and am 
disapoilnted i n  my f z i l u r e  t o  have i t  r e w r i t t e n .  

3ovrever you and your  l i t t l e  Donald J q  lzave been on my ncind acd i n  
my p r a y e r s  cor - t lnua l ly  s i n c e  receiving your  l e t t e r .  I am c o n f i d e ~ t  You 
w i l l  mderstal?_d sometliing o f  whet I wznted t o  wrLte you.. 

Fed I a l i t t l e  n o r e  tim? o r  i f  I we?e s, r e z l  t y p e s t  I ivou.ld m i t  
~11 over.  A s  L u i s  lzoirfe-ier, I hope I an! n o t  t o o  p r e s w p t i o u . ~  i f  I con- 
gra tu la -ce  you c n  t h e  answer. tc o u r  cor~bined p r a y e r s .  I do hope you re- 
c e i v e  a f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t  tomorrovr. 

f am hoping,  ma i l i ng  this TO-night. l iopiag ffor gocd r e s u l t s .  

Y a s y  Sincerely  Yours, 
Yr. Solanus ,  O.P.K. Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  posses s ion  o f :  

1:Ir. a;?d Xrs .  k l f r e d  5 o l t z  
19i311 Cherry 3.11 Lane 
S o u t h f i e l d ,  I d 1  . 48076 



1949,  October  29 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  ~ r a n s c r ~ p t i o n  o f  t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey,  0. F .  M. Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Hunt ing ton ,  I n d i a n a  

Capuchin F r a n c i s c a n  F a t h e r s  

1949, October  29 th  

M i s s  B e a t r i c e  McCahi l l  
Chicago,  I l l i n o i s  

Dear M i s s  McCahi l l :  

God S l e s s  you and yours .  Many t h a n k s  f o r  your  f a v o r  
of September 30. Your "write-up1'  i n  t h e  b e s t  weekly  news-paper,  
THE hEW WORLD, was v e r y  ood. F a t h e r  Elmer ,  t h e  Mas te r  o f  Novices ,  
s m i l i n g l y  c a l l e d  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  I do hope you :;et t ime  from 
your  busy  d u t i e s  o f  n u r s i n g ,  t o  be a s  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  your  " w r i t e " ,  
a b o u t  t h e ,  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  known though p r o l i f i c  S e r a p h i c  Mass 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  

I n  r e ~ a r d  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t s  and b l e s s i n ~ ~ s  r e p o r t e d  as th rough  
t h i s  q u i e t  l i t t l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I have l o n g s i n c e  been convinced and 
have f r e q u e n t l y  exc la imed  --- 

( u n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t )  

,I l. L 4  + i 1,;. .,-i ,..-,.,....,...... =L'..E.-z -..... ,. 
Aev. Charles Cillsn, c.i.c.m. 

Xctaius 2 s  



c. 1949 December 

The following is a faitt~Eul cranscriptio; of the typed notes by 
the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

DOGMA OF ASSbMPTION DIVINELY OPPORTLTE 

TO SAVE, HOPE IN THE SUPERNATURAL: ANTI THE SOULS OF BILLIONS. 

TO RESCUE FROM DESPAIR HOPE IN THE SUPERNATUML: AND THE SOULS OF 
BILLIONS. 

Blessed be God in all His designs. Blessed be Jesus Christ 
in His appreciative love, in His filial gratitude to Mary our 
heavenly Mother (Mary) -- Jesus' Own Mother because she gave him 
his human nature and stood-by Him to the end: our dear, heavenly 
Mother, because she has given Jesus Himself to us, human and divine, 
- -  Our Way, our Truth, our Life; and next to Him, whatever our falls, 
our never failing - -  to the end our Refuge of sinners. But if, 
"Among men, gratitude for favors received is the very first and the 
surest indication of intelligence", and again, if Jusus is both 
divienly intelligent and infinitely appreciative and grateful; and 
furthermore, if in so many other regards, Mary His Mother was so 
singularly favored, if on accout of her singular destiny to be- 
come the Mother of God she was divinely preserved from every taint 
of original or other sin, receiving instead such all-surpassing, 
till-then-undreamed-of graces that even at such a distance her 
peerless Excellency PERceptibly heightened the triumph of every 
phase of heavenly glory, if Jesus as God had a hand in preparing 
her a worthy abode for Himself - - His living Tabernacle for nine 
months -- surpassing all conception but divine, if He endowed her 
with a will, a memory, an understanding outstandingly similar to 
His own, if for thirty years as a single pupil 

if then after fifteen years of most perfect correspondence 
with every grace received, with seraphic longing and pleading for 
the hastening of the Messiah -- the Saviour's coming -- her hopes 
continually growing that it might be her great privilege to know 
that the Massiah were come and possibly that soxe way or other she 
herself might have the happy privilege of serving the to-be Virgin 
-Mother, if after fifteen years of such fidelity, such prophetic 
hope, such seraphic charity -- never dreaming that she herself was 
already the chosen one -- she received the joyous surprise of her 
life. God's chosen messenger most reverently greets her: "Rail 
full of grace! 

(unfinished draft) 



c .  1949 December 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a fai~:~::G t r a n s ~ r i - p i r - ~ : : i -  of  t h e  typed  n o t e s  by t h e  
S e r v a n t  of God, F a t h e r  So ianus  Casey,  C. F .  M.  Cap. 

DOGMA OF ASSWPTION DIVINE1,Y OPPORTUNE 

TO RESCUE MEN'S HOPE I N  THE SUPERNATURAL ALW THEIR SOULS FROM 
DESPAIR. 

B l e s s e d  be God i n  a l l  His  d e s i g n s .  B l e s s e d  be J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t r u e  
God and t r u e  Man i n  h i s  l o v i n g  g r a t i t u d e  t o  Mary o u r  h e a v e n l y  Mother:  
-- H i s  Mother ,  because  s h e  gave Him h i s  human n a t u r e  and s t o o d  by Him 
. . . . . t o  t h e  END: o u r  Mother because  s h e  h a s  g i v e n  him h e r  J e s u s ,  
w h o l e l y  t o  u s ,  d i v i n e  and human -- J e s u s  -- h e r  F i r s t  Born,  o u r  E l d e s t  
B r o t h e r ;  And n e x t  t o  J e s u s  Himself  i n  m e r c i f u l  compassion s t a n d s o u t  
whateve o u r  t r o u b l e ,  t h e  n e v e r - f a i l i n g  Refuge of s i n n e r s ,  o u r  l i f e ,  
o u r  s w e e t n e s s ,  o u r  hope; o u r  heaven ly  b l e s s e d  Mother Mary. 

Yea, t h e r e f o r e ,  b l e s s e d  b e ,  J e s u s  i n  t h e  example (of  d i v i n e  
p e r f e c t i o n )  He g i v e s  t h e  r e s t  o f  us  His b r e t h r e n  --  Mary ' s  2nd 
borne -- t h e  example a t  once,  -- how we shou ld  l o v e  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  
mothers  and,  w i t h  Himself  how t o  l o v e  Her whom from t h e  Cross  He 
s o  p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  bequethd a s  heaven ly  Mother t o  a l l  H i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  
whose f a i t h  i n  H i m  w i l l  p e r m i t  h i s  c a l l i n g  us  H i s  b r e t h r e n .  What 
a s p e c t i c l e  t o  men and a n g e l s  (The d i v i n e  Son of  God o f f i c i a l l y  
commending t o  H i s  d e a r e s t  Mother each  one o f  us :  "Woman; Behold 
t h y  son." P l e a d i n g l y  t o  each  one of us :  "Behold t h y  Mother." 
What c o n d e s c e n t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of Almighty God -- Second P e r s o n  
o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  T r i n i t y  i n  X i s  human n a t u r e  and ( a s )  t h e  Son of 
Man -- Son of t h e  V i r g i n  Mary and t h r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  con- 
c e i v e d  by t h e  Holy Ghost t h e  S p i r i t  of d i v i n e  Love. l Jhat  l o y a l t y  
on ZvIary's p a r t  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  e v e r y  o p p o s i t i o n !  What unshakab le  
f a i t h !  What p e e r l e s s ,  What incomparable  conf idence!  

What a c l i m a x  a t  once ,  a s  Mary, Mother of Redemption s t o o d  
t h e r e  a t  C a l v a r y ' s  f i r s t  A l t a r ,  h e r  own s o  C h r i s t - l i k e  h e a r t  
d o u b l l y  p i e r c e d ,  -- what a c l i m a x  a t  once,  of l o v i n g  sympathy 
and sor row a t  once w i t h  h e r  d i v i n e ,  Son-Victim f r e e l y  dy ing  t o  . . 

(Unf in i shed  d r a f t )  



The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f x l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of typed n o t e s  by t he  
Servant  o f  God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0.F.i"; Cap. 

To  ap2rezch, Lo f o s t e r ,  to  p r o ~ o t c  on p r i n c i 2 l t s  of appreciation 
11 and of G r a c i t d e  the  g r e a t e s t  s c i e n c e  o f  a l l  t i n e s  and of a l l  

plzces." ;  t h e  scielce oE s a v i n g  o u r  individual  s o u l s  f r o m  t e z p o r a l  
l o s s  and f r m  ~ t e r n a l  despa i r ;  t h e  sc ience  vi::houc x h i c h ,  every 
dreaa <,f lasti2g peace musr be v a i n ,  every  t h s u g h t  cf t r u e  ha22iness 
a ckcep t Fol :  

To apprczsh, t o  fos t e r ,  t o  pronote on ? r i nc ip l e s  cf appreciation 
and of  3 r a t i ~ d . ~  th2  greatest :  science of a l l  t imes  and of  all p k c e s ;  
t h e  a c i e ? . c ~  w i t h o i ~ c  v h i c h  every d r e m  o f  lastin2 Feate  m u s t  be v a i a ,  
cl_y?ry tr?:ailght of t r u e  h a p p i n e s s  a decepticxn; the  sc i encc  o I  s2;;ing 
h ~ c r t a l  s : ?u l s  - r i g h t l y  - orders:! c h r l t ; ~  necessa r i ly  heglnirirq, 
at home, vLz, ii.. uu.r cwn i n d i v i d u a l  hear ts .  

To apsro2:-?.. t a  f o s t e r ,  t o  p r o w  t e  by p r i n c i p 2 ' F s  of  a2prec iatisn 
and of grztirude, 2: once t h e  m c s t  natsral ai7d mast s i n ~ ? ? - e ,  nos  t 
cocessary science of  a l l  times a d  of a l l  p l a c ~ s  - /The prece~ffng  
sentence c r o s s d  o u t /  - 

To s g ~ r c a c h ,  t o  f o s t z r ,  to Frmc;te by princi~les o f  a p p r e c i a t i - n  
x d  of g ra t iEude;  the  most primary, most na tura l ,  u o s t  essential; 
j r 2 c  at t h e  sarce t i s e  the greatest science of s l l  times an? of a l l  
pl3::2s; t h ~  oqe s c i e n c e  without vhlah sve ry  d r s m  of  tasz;nS Geace 
is v a i n ,  esory thought of t r u e  ha??ineus (is) a d s c e ? t i v e  a i r a g e ;  
Ah! - an assoc ia t ion  t o  f o s t e r ,  t o  promote t h e  happy s c l m c e  o f  
s a v h g  our  souls; t h e  sciznce of our  happy r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  God 
and ocr  neighbor:  which r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n s i s t s  i n  ou r  a b s o l d t e  
d e p e n h i c e  on God and next  ro t h a t ,  dependence on ou r  n e i g h b o r .  
(-.very mn b e i n g  his o m  first neighbor) .  And vifiich s c i e n c e  i s  
nothe ing  more znd n o t h i n g  less than 
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To b r e a t h e ,  t o  f o s t e r ,  t o  promote by e x e r c i s i n g  the  p r i n c i -  
p l e s  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  and and g r a t i t u d e ,  the  s i m p l e s t ,  t h e  most 
n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ;  which a t  t h e  same time i s  f o r  

To b rea the  i n ,  and t o  f o s t e r  by the  p r i n c i p l e s  of apprec ia-  
t i o n  and g r a t i t u d e ,  t he  s imp les t  and most n a t u r a l ,  y e t  t he  very  
g r e a t e s t  s c i ence  of a l l  t imes and of a l l  p l a c e s ;  t he  s c i ence  of 
a l l  s c i ences  wi thout  which every dream of l a s t i n g  peace i s  v a i n ,  
every thought of t r u e  happiness ,  a  c a s t l e  i n  the  a i r ;  every  as-  
s o c i a t i o n  of  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e s  and every  company i s  a s  dead a s  
~ o h n n i e ' s  po ta toes  wi thout  s a l t ;  the  s c i ence  f o r  want of angels  
have bdcome d e v i l s  and su rpas s ing  l i g h t s  of heavenly i n t e l l i g e n c e  
have bdcome rep roba te  D ,Fs ,  Ah! t he  Seraphic  ... Assoc ia t ion  t o  
f o s t e r  and t o  promote the  supreme p r i v i l e g e  of he lp ing  t o  save 
immortal s o u l s  - c h a r i t y  properly-ordered,  n e c e s s a r i l y  beginning 
a t  home, v i z ,  i n  the  conversion and f u r t h e r  conversion of each 
one ' s  own i n d i v i d u a l  h e a r t ;  a l l  o f  which means noth ing  more and 
noth ing  l e s s  than  f o s t e r i n g :  "Rel ig ion ,  t h e  Science of  Our Happy 
Re la t ionsh ip  wi th  God and our  neighbor:  

To brea the- in ,  t o  f o s t e r ,  t o  promote by primary p r i n c i p l e s  
of a p p r e c i a t i o n  and g r a t i t u d e  the s i m p l e s t ,  and most n a t u r a l ,  y e t  
a t  t h e  same time the  g r e a t e s t  s c i ence  of a l l  t imes and of a l l  
~ l a c e s :  t h e  s c i ence  wi thout  which every &earn of l a s t i n g  peace 
i s  v a i n ,  every  thought and every  s i g h  f o r  t r u e  h a p p i n e s s - ( i s )  a 
bauble" Ah! t he  Se r .  As'n t o  harmonize wi th  



1950,  February I I  

February 11, 1950 
FEAST GI' THE APPARITf ON OF 
OUR BLESSED MOTHER YARY 

AT LC>URCES+ 

Dear S i s t e r  Wiry  Constance:  - 
God bless you this h a ~ ? y  feast of our dear blessed Moth2r 

Kary; Quezn of Lourdes, Qussn of X = r c y ,  Queen of the  Universe  
and of t h e  >lost Holy Trinity. It  i s  r e a l l y  time to ret i re ,  but 
I must at Zsast start with a few words to you befcre this d a t e  
i s  gone, - even though S t  be as yet only a "duplex." 

I receivsd your lstter of Wednesday l a s t  evec ing  and,  as 
much a s  time would ~ e - ~ i t ,  have s t u d d e d  i t  s i n c e ,  I want to go 
into some dd t t z i l s  in respmse t o  It b u t  c a n  n o t  do s o  just now. 
In g e n e r a l ,  however, 1 must say that I am greatly encouraged at 
its upright tone and t h e  goad w i l l  i t  indicates a l l  around, - an  
exairpl2 o f  patient forbearance and of gentle readiress t o  r e l e n t  
i n  c h a r i t y .  

15th 9:30 P . M .  -A late start again. G c d  H e l p  us: It just 
seems t h a t  1 g e t  nowhere; and yst  so  many t h i n g s  I ought to be 
doing, Glory be to Gad! 1 d i d  rwerrber you i n  my holy !:ass 
this morning and blessed you at the end. I n  f a c t  your  request 
for T o n i g h t ' s  "break" has b e e n  p r e t t y  well o n  m y  mind s i n c e  
Saturday, and in my prayers. I trust you had a f a v o r a b l e  ex- 
p e r i e n c e  rather t h a n  any  s e r i o u s  embarrassment, - b o t h  for  ycur- 
self  and your t e e n ~ ~ r s ,  . . . etc. T h i s ,  however, exc lud ing  what- 
ever might cheek. anyone's already t o o  weak tendency to love the 
really l i f e - q i v i n g  humiliations that so  often g e n t l y  lead us  t o  
l o v e  Jesus more, and t o  f o l l o w  H i m .  

But dear Sister,  how f o r t u n a t e  you are a f t e r  aP1 now, under  
such c i r cums tances  a s  a r e  yours, w i t h c ~ ~ : t  realizing It: How 
fo r tuna t e  i n  having a Rev. Rother  at once so dec ided  and yet so 
condsscending! Sure ly  you ocght t o  keep in close touch with her 
ar,d inforrr  her about everythi rq  that t rai lspires a3 affecting 
this, your  s o  really threatsnlrq '2nd f 3 a r f u l  experience; - an 
experience that I for one, hav? ra t  the l l a s t  doubt i s  - for 
your  f i n a l  "doing o r  undoing", for t i n e  as well as for eternity. . . . 



1950, February  l! 

S i s t e r  Yary Constance 
Page 2 

B u t  what a nzrcy of Cd:j to je, 'L?, second t i m e  i ~ s i d e  as 
many months, received back a *~rc~19i(rz3" (311 the s imp le  obedience  - 
t h e  coveted boon i t z e l f  - c.f qa- i .?  p7~i-,':i~,t; on the h a l y  Hab i t  of 
your  Order: Where i n  a l l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e r e  a n o t h e r  such example? 
It s u r e l y  speaks  m o r e  t h a n  any work3, for poor ,  dear  Mother 
G e n e r a l ' s  con f idence  i n  h e r  waverinq daugh te r .  Ah: T o  m e  it looks 
a s  though Jesus Himself w e r e  someway behind Rev. F!other o n  that 
occassion, - as inaeed H e  does  3 2 m  t o  be someway coaching every- 
thing t h a t  t e n d s  to smoothe off and, notwithstanding her many 
i n f i d z l i t i e s ,  t o  f a c i l i t a t s  t h e  r e t u r n  of H i s ,  s ad ly  i n c o n s t a n t ,  
Constance.  S t i l l ,  t h e  ecemy of souls will ask - and t h e  destroyer 
o f  t h e  souls' peace - "If ..." and "TcSny",.and w i l l  dare  t o  i n t i m a t e  
t h a t  there i s  someth i rg  wrong - sorn3thing other t 3 a n  p2rcy and 
wisdcm and p o w e r  and l o v e  i n  C o 2 .  ... concerning U i s  adjustments 
of our individ~al cases, Ah: These "Ifs and Whys": Do t3ey not 
sound like t h e  w i l y  philosophy of Gra~d-Moth-r  E v e ' s  ga rden  
a d v i s e r ?  ... Yes, it i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  n a t u r e ,  t o  be dep r ived  
of a chance f o r  self-justification. .. N o  doubt t h a t  i s  because  
o f  o u r  c o r r u p t  n a t u r e ' s  want of r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i n  t3e science 
of  t h e  saints, and ir, the s i q h t  of all. Heaven, self j u s t i f i c a t i o q  
before creatures, is never a v i e t o r y  for the Christian SOUZ. 
Ah! When w e  behold t h e  a s t o n i s h r c e ~ t  of t h e  3ornan Governor and 
his w ' n c l e  c o u r t  - P i l a t e  before Se.s?-ls d i v i n e l - r  silmnt. -'vchat 
a c o n t r a s t  t o  o u r  r,odsy self j u s t i f i c a t i o n !  

Sad t o  say, I feel myself t o  hav3 baen m n y  t i m e s  a " p a s t -  
n a s t e r "  a t  t h a t  kind of w c r l d l y  c i s v e r n e s s ,  J u s t  t h a t  k i n d  of 
c l e v e r n e s s  i s  s t i l l  o n e  of Fr. Solanus' unha;?py weaknc3sses. 
Hecce, a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c z  sf n d r c f f d l y  s p a r i n g  from embarraasxent 
i n  t h e  s i ~ 5 t  af Hsaven a wavering daughter, -- an i n c a n s t a n t  
spouse - so s o l i c i t o u s l y  m o a t h i n g  ernbarrasszm-ks away, hefore 
t h e  Guardian Angels and all. t h e  t-ciumphant Church and Heavenly 
Cour t ,  - r e a l l y  p r e v e n t i n g  some one f r o m  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  niakinq a 
F .  of h e r s e l f .  

A h !  Dear Sister:  you had c a u s e  for wonsring a t  R e v .  Hother's 
not s e e i n g  y c f i  other  t h a n  i n  1ro1.1~ holy habit; b u t  was i t n n o t  - 
should  it not have been wonder a t  Mother ' s  overwhelming gevltlenes 
and f o r e t h o u g h t ?  Ra the r ,  was it n o t  Jesus a g a i n  smoothing off 
d i f f i c u f  t ies  and ernbarrisments? 

i 
\; i 
' [  I '  I . 

c i ,. ( \- .  \. .,.......... L-. ....---. ,.-I.<.:A--:L:.; ..., 1 ..... 
Xev. Charles Diiisn, e.i.c.m. 

Notaxius 
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Sister Mary Constance 
Page 3 

Dear S i s t e r  Mary Constance G o d  bless you 

I want t o  catch mailman. 

Please God you 11 he re  from m e  shortly - 
supplirnent  to t h e  above 

Sad bless you Sister:.,... 

Y o u r  p a t h e t i c  le t ter  of a month ago h a s  been on m y  
mind ever s i n c e ,  as your vocati.on, has been i nc r ea s inq ly  i n  
T L ~  prayers: seeing your i n t r i c a t e  problems, your growing 
e ~ b a r r a s s m e n t s ,  your so fearfully threatening dangers t o  
t enpora l  welfare as  w e l l  as t o  t h e  ( s ~ i r i t u a l )  - ail3 sadest 
of all your seemir i~ ly  u n s u s p e c t i n q  b l i n d n e s s ,  till thanks  
be t o  God: your very l a s t ,  but redeorning paragraph 

(Vnf in i shzd  d r a f t )  



The following i o  a f a i t l ~ P ~ 2 .  "izwcxipt,ion cZ l,2a %ypec! or ig ina l  by tkie 
Servant of God, Father Solams Cssey, G .'i".Lii, Cap. 

Ve9. S i s t e r  Kar j  Constance, O.P. 

Dear S i s t e r  ?!arjr Constance: God bless  you and may 2e be your Stay , 
your 3efuge and your divine Guide these days. I have hoped tha t  by enc- 
couraging you a s  I have been t rying t o  do tliese several  months, t ha t  w i t i ?  
the  many prayers t ha t  I know are  being offered f o r  your guidance,- your 
co~ver s ion  indeed - you I;liglit, by cooperating with God's holy grace, be 
fu.1l.y convinced tha t  your only salvat ion,  f o r  time a s  well a s  f o r  e te rn i ty ,  " ,  

i s  a gellarous and wkole-hearted s a c r i f i c e  of yo-~r---your every-thing t o  God. 
Your desperate exp e r i  elces these same months (hair-breadthlg border- 

errlng on f ea r fu l  tragedy),  --experiences --inthemselves and i n  r e a l i t y  
extraordiaary manif es ta t ions of God1 s mercy t o  jr(i3 S i s t e r  Xary Constance, -- 
whicli ought surely t o  help convince you tha t  s:icl.l i s  about the  only con- 
cl^~-,sion f o r  you t o  come to .  

While I have s t i l l  more than hope 1;liat during these 
f e a r f u l  experiences, you haw co t  s tmyed mortal-sinfully from your Rule; 
nevertheless I believe on the other hand t::at, had you been r e a l l y  fa i th-  
f u l  t o  your vows and absolutely turned dowi the  promises and the  al lure-  
ments of the  world, t2.e f l e sh  znd the  devi l  a s  you shou.ld kave done (two 
y e a s  ago), God wo7iild have promoted you before this t o  an incalculably 
more intimate and happy confidence and espousals with the divien Lover of 
Souls -- t o  sozllething vast ly  surpassing your 1kigiiest idea l .  

You have l o s t  cjut fearfu.l ly S i s t e r :  but your mistake i s  not irrepar- 
able.  By -the mercy of God and your limble arid g ra t e fu l  cooperation 
therewith, you. can, not-ozly regain your former standing i n  the  Hearts of  
Jesus and Kaxy; but l i k e  S t  .Eaul who from even a zealot; persecutor of t he  
Churck became an all-surpassing Apotstle,Vessel of election, you too can -- 
and out of h u ~ b l e  grat i tude ought t o  -- become ou.tsta:iding or, t he  s ide  o f  
Truth and jus t ice  i n  the  already-raging warfare against  Antichrist  and 
atheim. 

'Jcrur xLstake of seeking solace and peace from other  sources than 
i n  the  Cross and the  (2-ncifie6,and innumerable l e s s e r  mistakes t h a t  i n  
consequence have followed since have evidently disturbed and muddled your 
spir-ri. t u a l  wat era,  to  say the l e a s t  and beclod2ed your vocational horizon. 
Oti~erliise you would hardly rnoralize witlz so II~ZLXX " i f s "  alid t'whys" and 
we might s a y  Ithalf t ru ths  .It . . . . . Yes, love i n  i t s e l f  i s  always beauti- 
f u l ,  bv.t when and inasmuch a s  even love becomes inordinate  i t  loses  tha t  
na t ive  beauty and l i k e  an immortal soul i n  s in ,  becoues hediou-s i n  the  
s igh t  of God and Hevea. i l l eg i t ima te  love i s  always inordinate;  not always 
visa  versa. Here i s  an actual  exaxple of the l a t t e r :  



1950, March 1 5  

Ven. S i s t e r  Xaxy Constance 0.I'. 
Page 2.  

J u s t  about twenty 
years agoa cer ta in  prac t ica l  school-inam married and was b les t  with a 
family of s i x  boys. Every tLing was bright ic the  begi-Mng and indeed 
promising till a while a f t e r  the  first Saby came. The a t t i t u d e  o f  her  
Husband became indi f fe ren t  and even cold. For several  months she never 
suspected the  source o f  t h i s  unnatural a t t i t ude .  Xever suspected, till 
she herself  had l o s t  much of he r  affect ion and respect f o r  her  Husband. 

Ah! It dawned on her  and she rememberd, --ashamed of herself  -- 
She had been giving a l l  at tcfl t ion t o  the  'oabj and been prac t ica l ly  mono- 
polizing i t s  affect ions.  That baby i s  now i n  i ts  l a t t e r  teens o r  ear ly  
twentys but t h e r e / s t i l l  evident t races  of an inordinate  nother-love 
I2T TEAT whole family. She s t i l l  bvrites us; still laments . . .but hopes. 

(unfinished draf t )  

\ / 
1 : ,,-I -.--........-. .!.~.:.~:ld>~::.iiiii~~7;I:2 ,.---- :-.i:i: ( -  L, - 

Rev. C h a r l ~ s  Dilien, c,i.c.ro, 
Notarius 



1951 April 8 

CAPUCHIN FR4?.\JC ISCAN 
FATHERS 

ST. FEETX F RIXRY 
HULWIIJGTSN, IWIhXJ 

Good Shepherd Sunday Secprnd after Easter 1951. 
A p r i l  8 t h .  

BLESS33 BE GOD IN ALL HIS DESIGNS. 

V,Dear S i s t e r  Mary Constance: Go3 bless you and yours t h i s  ho ly  
season -a  B l e s s e d  Xastsrtide if n o t  too late. I: hope this f inc?s  
you wsll and t a s t i n g  a t  least somethinq of that psace which t h e  
g r e a t  t r iumph of tha R i s e n S a v i o * ~ r  w..~qht t o  inspire and i n s m e .  

I f igured  on reachinqr you two weeks a~o/but you Zaster-card 
on top of such an unwant.odg ailance sort: o'checked my decision. 
I a lmos t  wan3ere.3 i f  it w e r e  a reality or had 1: only dreamed 
that S S r s .  M . C .  and M.B. had been hsre. N o t  a s i n g l e  syllable 
of reference from any quarter a s  t o  such a conference; and this 
even though Sr.X.Bernai3ens wrote m e  q u i t e  a letter for Easter 
and asked if I heard frcm Sr. M.C. Surmising, T h i n k i n g  I ' d  
erroneously presuied 1 d e c i d e d  t o  withdraw wh3t I had w r i t t e n  a n 3  
w a i t .  .... Glory b s  t o  God f o r  e v s r y t h i n q .  I t  offered r r e  a 
practical occasion t o  j u s t  p r a c t i c e  somethin? of what I've been 
t r y i n g  t o  preach. 

Now I am writing to ask your prayers for a party  i h o m  I have 
known and in a way admired for  twenty years or more, whose long- 
distance lament of perpetual Good Friday reminded qe y e s t e x d a y  
of a more recent f r i e n d  of ours whose c r y / e s s e n t i a L l y  t 5 ~  same 
18 ago. 

I do hops t h a t  by this t i m e  t h e  latter, becoming a 
little more acustorned 

(Unf in i shed  draft) 

Aev. Chcllcs ru?il!sn, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1950 ,  Feb.  11 

The f o l l o w i n g  is  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e d  o r i g i n a l  by  
t h e  S e r v a n t  of  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey, O.F,M. Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route  3 

H u n t i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a  

Feb. 11, 1950.  

Dear F r i e n d s ,  Mr. & Mrs. G e a r a r d o  and  s o n :  - 

Your k i n d  l e t t e r  of Feb. 5 h a s  been r e c e i v e d .  
Rest a s s u e d  t h a t  your  i n t e n t i o n s ,  and o f  t h o s e  n e a r  and d e a r  
t o  you,  s h a l l  be i n c l u d e d  i n  my p r a y e r s ,  and  i n  t h e  p r a y e r s  
of e v e r y  member o f  t h e  community h e r e  a t  S t .  F e l i x .  May t h e  
Good Lord B l e s s  you a l l ,  and g i v e  you H i s  Peace .  God b e  
p r a i s e d  i n  a l l  H i s  Des igns .  Have F a i t h  i n  H i m  Who Loves us  
s o  much. 

S i n c e r e l y  Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr. S o l a n u s ,  O.F.M. Cap. 



The f ollovkllg i s  a f'ai.S;ifLi.~i. ~;.i-.;..::-cc;lrf-psic:;::. : -;: t:'.: $ typed o r i g i n a l  by 
t k e  .Serfa:t of God, Pa the r  S ~ ~ X L C L . I ~  Ca~e;;-, 6.F.Y.:. Cap. 

God b l e s s  you t h e s e  days o f  v:csest a r d  suspense - you a x l  yours. 
1 kave r ead  your  p a t k e t i c  l e t t e r  a r d  do su-rely sympathize w i t h  you. 
and jr0v.r d e a r  ones.  I l-iope f i a t  t k e  good God may marxil'est sometlzi-ig -- . of  r ls m e r c i f u l  d e s i p s  in f a v o r i n g  you v&th such a p e c u l i a r  c ros s ;  
f o r  indeed ,  from sac red  h i s t o q y  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  o l d  s a j i n g  - of  
S t .  Pau l  (?) :  "?/Inom t h e  Lord love t l i  Ye chastene-thT1, i s  most mal-dfest. 

' ? e t v e  had s e v e r a l  c a s e s  s i x i l a r  t o  your s  and some o f  them a l t o -  
g e t l ~ e r  more t r a g i c  a ~ d  lmpe le s s  - t u r n  o u t  t o  have been i ~ - d e e d  r e a l  
b l e s s i s g s  in d i s g u i s e .  i- s i l t g l e  example: I t  must be  t e 3  o r  more 
y e a r s  ago t h a t  a cer",air nodes t  lady, havilig wai ted  c l o s e  t o  a:? n o l ~ r ,  
till a l l  e l s e  had c;oce, i ~ i t r o d u c e d  h e r s e l f :  " . . .I1s z?ot C a t h o l i c ,  
bu t  
E e r  
Zar  

t h e  
1-7 s 
S3e 
had 

I wouAd l i k e  t o  g e t  a b e s s i n  too .  I i s  always had had -aches1? .  
accerit r a t h e r  thari h e r  c o l o r  i n d i c a t e d  sometlxi.-lg o f  h e r  p a r t i c u -  
o r i g i ~ .  ..... 
About t k r e e  hours  l a t e r  a w e l l  featu.red bu t  v e r y  dark  v i s i t o r  of  

same name a-.d i d e r i t i c a l  a c c e c t  asked f o r  a r o s a q .  I t o l d  ?Am o f  
x m e s a k e  viho had b e c i  ii? aboa t  11 a .a. ' [Thatr  s q :(if elt. . . . . . 
had come l103e wi thout  m y  headache. Glory be t o  God! . . . . . They 
b e ~ i  p~;iyi!ig f o r  a farmily f o r  t l f i r tee-I  g e a r s  =id. were i a t u r a l l y  

discouraged o r  becomiag no. 2 e y  be l i eved  i n  Clzristir--dty b u t  had 
z e v e r  bee;? bapt ized .  . . . . .It i s  1.-ext t o  "?J1?Selievable117 mhat diffi- 
c i l l t i e s  t h e y  met w i th  a d ,  by God1 s p a c e  overceme, be fo re  be ing  re- 
ce ived  i3t0 t h e  C1-ivVrch, and eve:: f o r  m o ~ t h s  a f t e rwards .  A11 :-Tell 
j u s t  seeaed d e t e r ~ l ~ ~ e d  t o  skake t h a n  from t l i e i r  purpose. 

J e  make i t  a poil?t t o  s t r e s s  t:1-e importance o f  malr;i;ig s a c r i f i c e  
i:? recogk?ition of  a f a v o r  r ece ived  - having  s t a r t e d  ou t  with alz uirder- 
staxdilag, a t  l e s s t  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  F o r  C a t h o l i c s ,  e.g., more fre- 
quent k o l y  C o m v ~ ~ o n  i f  f a v o r  i s  g r a z t e d  acd p r e f e r a b l e ,  by a l l  meam 
t o  s t a r t  a t  occe  - t o  ? 'get  akead of  t k e  Good God i n  ga:erosity1I i f  
p o s s i b l e .  F o r  ~om-ea tkoZLcs~  t h a t  the:: be e a r n e s t  i n  1oohi:ig i n t o  
somet?i2g of t h e  c la ims  of  t h e  C1;u-re"; o r  sometI-i,.~g of t i e  r e l a t i o a -  

- "  
s k i p  - dependeice of t h e  iier?orzisatiol?s ox. tl-ie .r-otlzer-C:?u,rclI, e t c  =?d 
worki~zg a ccordir-gly . . . , , . 

Rsv. Charles Dillen, c.i,c.m. 297 
Ratcxius 



I a w o s t  fo rgo t  t o  t e l l ,  ;cu t h t  :-iax-i:;g l e f t  l l e t r o i t  The c o r ~ v e r t  
darZslLes r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  pP3.s tkree years  - f h % e  o f  tkem i - i s tead  o f  
two. good God ;?ad bless& %::ern wit:- a decidedll? p r o x i s i n g  young- 
s t e r ,  t l e  p i c t u r e  o f  3pprecFatZve DadQ. . . . . . I hope t h a t  may 
o f f e r  you a:; example from which t o  dirzw a p r a m i c a l  lesso?ll. - one 
c a s e  i-r  thousands,  TSa-&s be t o  God. 



1950, August 18 

The fo l lowing  i s  a fai;hrl;,I t.rii:.s t;.... ; ) 3 . ; 3 ~ : ,  :;f +!- :-5 ';;?ped. o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
Servant  o f  God, P a t h e r  Solo-ciis Ce:;m-+ *.J G.Y.1,:. Cgp, 

CAWCHIN PRAKCISCAlV FAY P? BGNIA? ST. FSLIX FRIARY 
FATHERS hTTI'JTIMGTOi$, 1NDI.Al'J.A 

August 18 th  1950 ( s e a l )  2 l e s 1 d  be God; i n  e l l  H i s  des igns .  

John  Mar t in  - P r a t e r  Don Bosco, o . f  .m.cap. ( a t  l e a s t  i n  s p i r i t  and nope, I t r u s t )  

God b l e s s  you F r a t e r  Don Bosco. I hope t a s  f i n d  thmgsmore promising w i t h  
you and your s  t h a n  seemed t o  be when you wrote  me l a s t  week. The i n t e n t i o n s  
you wrote  about  have been i n  my mind p r e c t g  mu-ch eve r  s i n c e  r e a d i r g  your  
l e t t e r ;  and I hope i n  my poor p raye r s .  . . . . No, I had no t  heard of  your  
s t e p i n g  ou t  of t h e  C l e r i c a t .  I was so r roy  o fcour se  and d i sapo in t ed ;  but  do 
hope t h a t  t h e  Holy Ghost - ?he d i v i n e  S p i r i t  guided you and t h a t  i n  the 
end i t  w i l l  t u r n  t o  have been t o  your  advantage and t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  God. 
Glad a t  a l l  even t s ,  t h a t  t h e  t rou.ble  lvas no tk ing  =ore t h a n  p h y s i c a l ;  f o r  
even from t h e  c l e a n  s p o r t s '  ~ o l - ~ s  l i k e  i n  the l i v e s  o f  t h e  s a i n t s , w e  f i n d  
i m m e r a b l e  examples where such d i f f i c u l t i e s  orzly he ightened  a p p r e d i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  hoped-for i d e a l  and Goal. One of  t h e  g r e a t  advantages of  a s tudy  
o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  s a i n t s ,  i s  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  courzge t h a t  such s tudy ing  
t e n d s  so  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  f o s t e r .  h?-d a t  t i le same t ime a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  one ' s  
voca t ion ;  - app rec i a t ion  - t 2 e  n a t u r a l  founda t ion  o f  g r a t i t u d e  which, i n  
i t s  t u r n ,  - " G r a t i t u d e ,  t h e  v e q j  f i r s t  and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of  i n t e l l i -  
gence." Hence t h e  p o e t ' s  happ j  dictum: 

"The l i v e s  of ~ l l  g r e a t  men remind 
u s  t h a t  we car, make o u r  l i v e s  s ~ b l i m e .  

l l -Lrd,part ing l e a v e  behind u s  worthy 
f o o L s t  e ic t h e  s a n s  of  time1' . 
~ o o - k ~ r d ? ~  - 

Tope P i u s  X I I ;  p e e r l e s s  and ou t s t and ing  champion To-day of  dogma, o f  
m o r a l i t y ,  of peace  among me3 and n a t i o n s ;  s t r e s s e s  t h i s  v i r t u e  a s  man's 
first and g r a v e s t  duty. 

L i v e s  of  s a i ~ t s ?  . . . I n  7309 I had cclmpletely l o s t  t h e  h e a r i n g  i n  my 
l e f t  e a r  and t h e  same cond i t i on  was r a p i d l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I 
had r e tu rned  a c e r - L ~ i n  Thursday-evenix  from t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  w i t h  a throbb- 
i n g  ear-ache a f t e r  a very  p a k i f u l  t rea tme2t  am3 v e r y  d e l i c a t e  and dangerous 
p r o p o s i t i o n s .  F i v e  y e a r s  be fo re  t h a t ,  I had read  t h e  l i f e  of S i s t e r  
Therese  Mar t in ,  till then  seeni i lglg q u i t e  c,r?nown, and had g r e a t l y  p r o f i t e d  
thereby;  happy i n  t h e  comminnion o f  s a i n t s  a s  I f e l t ,  on h a v i ~ g  n e t  ano the r  
heavenly l i t t l e  f r i e n d .  I had f e l t  from t h e f i r s t  r ead ing  t h a t  s h e  would be 
canonized.  Wel.1, i n  my a?xietg t h a t  n i g h t  I nade  a "mentsl  p ropos i t ion"  t o  
h e r  t h a t  i f  she would h e l p  t o  s ave  mJ' h e a r i n g  I ' d  read  h e r  l i f e  a g a i n .  I 
was even then  conf ident  t h a t  s h e  could h e l p  xle and t h a t  being a l r e a d y  i n  
Heavexi, s h e  would. 



Page 2.  

With no f ~ r t h e r  t r o u b l e  t h a t  n i g h t  I s l e p t  w e l l ,  and next  morrxing 
a t  t h e  first douche of water  on my f a c e ,  t h e r e  was l i k e  a  bubble broke 
i.1: my had e a r  and I tliought: lfThal?k God! Xy drum i s  no t  brokenu , Be- 
f o r e  24 hours  my h e a r i c g  was p e r f e c t ;  and, m a t  i s  f u r t h e r  r o t a b l e ,  I ' v e  
had p r a c t i c a l l y  mo t r o u b l e  wi th  my hear ing  ever  s i n c e .  Thanks be t o  
God and H i s  l i t t l e  spouse, ncw S a i n t  Therese "The L i t t l e  Plower. I have 
read h e r  book f i f t e e n  t i m e s  s i n c e  t h e t  and have had a t  l e a s t  xh2t many 
favors .  

The above w i l l  g ive  y o t ~  an i d e a  of how I would adv i se  you 3 f  you 
st111 hope f o r  a  vocat ion .  Praying f o r  vocat ion ,  l f  no t  a  po ic ive  vo- 
c a t i o n  i n  i t s e l f ,  i s  s u r e l y  an  e s s e n t i a l  2nd o u t s t a n d ~ c g  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of  everjr i d e a l  C h r i s t i a n  a s  we l l  a s  i n  every p r a c t i c a l  
n i i s s i o n a q .  Think i t  over ,  %courage, f o s t z r  v o c a t i c i ? ~ .  Yherever we 
may be o r  wliztever our  s t a t e  i n  l i f e ,  we may i n  many ways become i n -  
strwments of t n e  Eoly S p i r i t  by praying for ecd promoting vocat ions .  

flow, a s  t o  your " b i g  p r o b l e d 1 ;  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  minor i n t e r e s t s  t o  
which you r e f e r .  I th ink  you ought t o  be a k l e  t o  f i n d  a  p r a c t i c a l  solu- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  above, a s  p r imar i ly  in tended f o r  your  own personal  guidance. 
I am i n c l i n e d  t o  congra tu la t e  you on your p lace  of imployment, Mt Ol ive t  
Cemetery; and on your p r iv i l eged  connection wi th  t h e  aogs of Zoly Name 
P a r i s h .  I t  was a  p r i v i l e g e  of mine t o  be a s s i s t a n t  ii t h a t  d e a r  p a r i s h  
twenty-five y e a r s  ago and c h a p l a m  a t  t h e  -  the^ - comparatively new 
but l ead ing  cemetery. 

( ~ n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t  ) 



CmTCI-;L2? FRAT;iCISCAN T'BX E'; FO;SiFd ST. FELIX FRIABY 
PATHEIS KIJTVTINGTON, INDIANA 

( s e a l )  
Au@st 24th  :950 E l e s ' d  be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns .  

God b l e s s  you I s7&rely do synpa.r;hize w i t h  you i n  your  manifold 
t r o u b l e s .  5owever S a i n t  Saul a s s u r e s  u s ,  f o r  o u r  encouragement no 
doubt and f o r  o m  conso la t ion ;  Whom t h e  Lord l o v e t h  He chasteneth."  I 
hzve been long  s i n c e  convinced of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of  this saying .  . . . 
The f a c t  t h a t  Almighty God has  permitted so  many and such t r i a l s  and 
c r o s s e s  t o  come your  way, t i l l  i n  a  way you a r e  fo rced  t o  seek  h e l p  
where othervsise you. would ha rd ly  eve r  dream o f  t u r n i n g ,  i c d i c a t e s  t o  me 
t h a t  t h e  Good God must l o v e  yo2 s p e c i a l l y .  I would wish I might express  
sozet l i ing of t h e  peace t h a t  I hope w i l l  come t o  you a s  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  
your  brave ly  h m b l i n g  your se l f  j u s t  t o  appea l  a s  you have done. God b l e s s  
you f o r  such e f f o r t .  

A f t e r  a l l ,  I am s u r e  t k a t  such r e l u c t e n c e  on your  p a r t  mas no th ing  
l e s s  t han  a  t empta t ion  of t h e  enemy o f  o u r  s o u l s ,  t o  d i v e r t  you from t h e  
p a t h  t o  peace you thereby  took ,  - t h e  p a t h  t o  t h a t  peace o f  which t h e  
unbe l i ev ing  world h a s  h a r d l y  any co lcep t ion ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  S z i n t  P a u l  
s a y s  simply: " . . .which t h e  world czil no t  g i v e .  . . .which s u r p a s s e t h  
a11  u_?derstar?c?ingl'. 

A s  t o  your  n o t  be icg  Ca tho l i c :  You a r e  probably more so  than  you 
imaginge, - i f  you orily j u s t  k ~ e w  what C a t h o l i c i t y  i s .  I am conf iden t  
t h a t  you w i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  me when I c la im t h a t ,  whatever  we may c a l l  our- 
s e l v e s ,  - you o r  I ,  o r  anyone e l s e ,  - we a r e  C h r i s t i a n s  only  i n  asmuch 
a s  we b e l i e v e  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and keep His word, R i s  Commandments. 
There can be bu.t on C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  only  one J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
Moreover, i f  we d e f i n e  r e l i g i o n  a s  a s c i ence  - and who can doubt ,  i f  
p rope r ly  s t u d i e d ,  t n a t  i t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of a l l  s c i e n c e s ,  - t hen  
t h e r e  can be but  one r e l i g i o n ;  on ly  one such sc i ence .  Tru ly  s c i e n t i f i c  
and educated peoples  have i n  a l l  ages  a i ~ d e r s t o o d  " t h e  Sc ience  of  t h e  
S a i n t s "  t o  r e f e r  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  i e ,  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Almighty 
God and H i s  r a t i o n a l  c rea t l~ . res .  

( ~ n f i x i s h e d  d r a f t )  



The following i s  a faithful t r ~ i  of 
the hanc-iwritten original by the Servant of 
God, Father Solmus Casey, O.F.M.  Cap, 

1950, September 23 

Zoute 8 
Buntington, Indiana 

September 23rd 1950 

Blessed be God I n  a11 H i s  designs! 

God b l e s s  you Em. Farmer - you and yours, 

Here's an envelope which I t h i n g  Z must have 
addressed  t o  you ea r ly  i n  August ,  w m t i n g  t o  
thank  you f o r  y o u  kind f a v o r  r ece ived  some- 
time b e f o r  t h a t ;  s o  because I neg lec ted  t o  
d o  t h a t  even fas t  Monday when you were h e r e ,  
f ' 11 at least acknowledge same f avor .  Fr , 
G a b r i e l  came down Thursday and is conduct ing  
the  40 hours Devotion in S S. Peter  and Paul 
Church - o w  P a r i s h .  Everything seems q u i e t  
and s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Deo Gratias. 

Pray f o r  t he  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  of v o c a t i o n s  and 
f o r  the  convers ions  of poor s i n n e r s .  Gad he lp  
us. , . , That w e  be apprec ia t ive  and make a t  
l e a s t  some progress towards real  g r a t i t u d e ,  

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  Christ, 

Pr, Solanus ,  o.f.m, Cap, 



1950, October 7 

SAINT FELIX P :<lAxY : W N T I N G T O N  f h l I A N A  
FEAST OF THE HOLY ROSARY. 

PEACE TO MEN OF GOOD WILL GLORY 73 GOD 
1?50 HOLY YEAR 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Se rvan t  of  God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

1950, October 7 

Rev. Michael 2. C e f a i  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

God Bless  you F a t h e r  Ce fa i :  

You and yours t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  f e a s t  and  ho ly  season.  I do 
hope t h a t  you keep w e l l ;  g lad  oE course  t h a t  your d e a r  P a r e n t s  and 
t h e  o t h e r s  seem t o  hold ou t  a s  y e a r s  ago when I use t o  he lpou t  a t  
S a i n t  P a u l ' s .  How impercep t ib ly  t ime does f l y !  I c e r t a i n l y  wish 
you succes s  w i th  your p l a n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  tak ing-over  t h a t  long-s ince  
dwarffed and r e c e n t l y  orphaned e p i s c o p e l i a n  church of S t .  P e t e r .  
May t h e  good God b l e s s  a t  once your conf idence  i n  t he  Committee i n  
charge and t h e i r  unbiased and -- i n  t h e  f a c e  of p r e s e n t  i n t e r n a t -  
i o n a l  a the ism / -- r ea sonab le  judgement and prudent  gene ros i t y .  

I n  the f a c e  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a theism? Yes. And t h i s  
should be s t r e s s e d  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  any and eve ry  such committee. 
I f  t h e  members t he reo f  a r e  a b l e  t o  t h i n k  f o r  themselves,  a s  s u r e l y  
t h e i r  honorable  r e s p o n s a b i l i t i e s  presupose t hey  a r e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  
t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t hen  they  o u ~ h t  / r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  whereas; t h e  f a i t h  
of perhaps t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of men t h e s e  days having become weak- 
ened,  hope and c h a r i t y ,  i t s  neces sa ry  accompaniments have l i kewi se  
waned. I n  consequence, r e l i g i o n ,  t he  g r e a t  s c i e n c e  of f a i t h ,  hope 
and c h a r i t y ,  -- t h e  s c i e n c e  of our happy dependence on God and our  
neighbor  i s  r e f u s e d r e c o ~ n i t i o n  even by "educators" ,  God i s  be ing  
ous ted  from our  systems o f  e d u c a t i o n  ar-n, a s  a j u s t  iudgement from 
Heaven on humanity 's  apa thy  a the ism -- ' 'the c l imax of i n t e l l e c t u a l  
i n s a n i t y  and of moral d e p r a v i t y  -- i s  marsha l ing  i t s  d i a b o l i c a l  f o r c e s ,  
r eady  a t  t he  f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  " t o  t ake  over" i n  p l a c e  of God and 
r e l i g i o n .  We need only  t o  look a c r o s s  i n t o  r e d ,  communistic Russ ia  
t o  see some of t h e  temporal  . .s. 

(unf in i shed  d r a f t )  



1451, F e b r u a r y  11 

The follow in^ i s  a Eaif-kE:il c r a r ~ c r l p t i o r ~  of  t h e  typed  o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  S e r v a n t  of God, ? a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey,  0 .  F. M. Cap. 

SAINT FELIX FRIARY 
F e b r u a r y  11, A p p a r i t i o n  o f  t h e  Irnmaculation Conception,  1951. 

God b l e s s  you F a t h e r  C e f a l ,  -- you and yocrs .  

I do hope you a l l  keep w e l l  and t h a t  t h i s  f i n d s  you i n  hope- 
f u l  o u t l o o k .  A f t e r  a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  i s  s o  p a s s i n g  and s o  q u i c k l y  gone 
t h a t  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  Heaven i t  must a p p e a r  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  momentary. 

Many t h a n k s  f o r  your k i n d  remembrance o f  January  1 5 t h  under  
such  "prorsus" unwanted c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  A l s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  d a y b e f o r e  
y e s t e r d a y .  May t h e  d e a r  Lord Himself  be your  Reward. I a m  a p p l y i n p  
t h i s  l a t t e r  a s  a n  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  S e r a p h i c  Mass A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o f  
t h e  Holy S o u l s  i n P u r g a t o r y ;  -- e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  deceased  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  
l i t t l e  M a l t e s e  P a r i s h  on  4 t h  S t r e e t  a s  a l s o  t h e  deceased  and l i v i n g -  
b e n e f a c t o r s  / t o  whom we are a p p e a l i n g  t h e s e  d a y s  f o r  p r a y e r s  and 
f o r  m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Among t h e s e  l a t te r ,  a s  I s u g s e s t e d  s e v e r a l  weeks back I 
have had i n  mind t h e  model and. s a i n t l y  Monsignor Connol ly  and h i s  
eminen t  B r o t h e r  t h e  Judge ,  b o t h  oE whose e a r l y  d e a t h s  D e t r o i t  s o  
much lamented.  I had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  mee t ing  t h e  former  f o r  sev-  
e ra l  y e a r s  and o f  h e l p i n g - o u t  i n  t h e  church  t h a t  / h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  
and wha t  few know a b o u t ,  h i s  prophecy o f  a new Cath. 

( u n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t )  



C.  1951, A p r i l  11 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  e r a n s c r i p L i b 2 l  t ~ i  che typed o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Se rvan t  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Cassy, 0. F. M. Cap. 

Capuchin F ranc i scan  F a t h e r s  
Pax e t  Bonum 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Huntington,  Ind i ana  

A p r i l  11 th  -- Solemnity of S a i n t  Joseph our  Pa t ron  

Rev. Michael Z .  Ce fa i ,  D.  D .  
P a s t o r  of S a i n t  P a u l ' s  Fou r th  S t r e e t  and Plum 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

God b l e s s  you Dear F a t h e r  Ce fa i ,  t h i s  happy f e a s t  and season,  you 
and yours .  

It i s  g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  l a t e  f o r  E a s t e r  g r e e t i n g s  b u t  never the-  
l e s s  I do wish you a  b l e s sed  E a s t e r t i d e ;  hoping t h a t  something worth 
wh i l e  may come your way be fo re  Holy T r i n i t y  Sunday t o  b r i g h t e n  your 
p a t h  and l i g t e n  your hor izon ,  t h a t  may o f f e r  you and your dea r  Mal- 
t e s e  People  a t  l e a s t  a  s i g h  of r e l i e f .  This  most e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
your poor ly ,  dea r  o l d  P a r e n t s .  

But dea r  F a t h e r  Ce fa i :  a s  your one-time p r i v i l e g e d  a s s i s t a n t  
I am going t o  kinda beg l eave  t o  s co ld  t h e  P a s t o r ,  l e s t  he l o s e  
s i g h t  of o r  f o r g e t  -- a s  we a r e  n a t u r a l l y  s o  i n c l t n e d  t o  f o r g e t  -- 
t h e  pr imary r u l e  and purpose of  s p i r i t u a l  p r o g r e s s ,  i n  every  t h i n g  
from common sense  t o  t h e  ve ry  cl imax of h i g h e s t  a s c e t i c i s m ;  v i z ,  
"Char i ty  begins  a t  home." It i s  q u i t e  probable  t h a t  F r .  M .  Z .  
f e e l s h e ' s  doing j u s t  t h a t ,  i n  h i s  s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  h i s  people  and 
h i s  p a r i s h .  I n  a  way he i s .  But l audab le  and a l l  a s  i s  such s o l -  
i c i t u d e  (and even i n  l audab le :  "No quid  nemis") i t  i s  never  r i g h t l y  
-ordered c h a r i t y  f o r  m e  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  pr imary purpose of  my 
c r e a t i o n  and of my e x i s t e n c e  a s  a  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e ,  I s  t o  recog-  
n i z e  and t o  know, t o  a p p r e c i a t e  and t o  love -- w i t h  an i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
pe r sona l  g r a t e f u l  l ove  -- God my Crea to r ,  my Redeemer, my S a n c t i f i e r .  
Zeal  and s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  o t h e r s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  pra i swor thy  and p l e a s i n g  
t o  Almighty God and e d i f y i n g  t o  t h e  Church and t o  a l l  observant  men. 
Such i s  t he  voca t ion  o f ,  n o t  on ly  t h e  P r i e s t  and t h e  P a s t o r  t o  whom 
it  s p e c i a l l y  r e f e r s ;  bu t  i f ,  "Gra t i t ude  f o r  f a v o r s  r ece ived  i s  t h e  
v e r y  f i r s t  and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of i n t e l l i g e n c e " ,  t hen  i t  a p p l i e s  
a l s o  t o  every  C h r i s t i a n  and indeed t o  eve ry  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e ;  v i z ,  
i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  world e s p e c i a l l y ,  t o  g a i n  s o u l s  f o r  God; which 
means t o o  f o r  t h e i r  own hope, happiness ,  g lo ry .  

(un f in i shed  d r a f t )  



1950, November 1 1  

The fo l lowing  is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of 
a photo copy of  t he  handwr i t t an  message on a 
Seraphic  Mass Assoc i a t i on  C e r t i f i c a t e  by t h e  
Servant  of  God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Mrs. Philomena Discenna, f o r  speedy 
s i g h t  improvement, God w i l l i n g  - - - 

S p e c i a l  

(By r eques t  o f )  h e r  Daughter Anne 

Xovenber 1 1  t h ,  1950 

Fr .  Solanus,  O.F.M,, Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Miss Lee Discenna 
12281 Wi l sh i r e  Ave. 
D e t r o i t ,  M I  48213 

/ .  I , '  

i ; . . ;  . ,  I ,  ,' (,. ,,....,...... <;.~,"i-;h.>---:-.-: ----..----.. 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



1951, January 29 

The following is a faithzul transcription of  the handwritten original 
by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

B l e ~ s e ?  be Zo6. 
Id all H i s  designs, 

Gcd b l 2 s s  you Mrs. Schick .  

I j u s t  found t h i s  envelope of you-s, i~ m g  

(No Sigqaf ure) 



1951, A p r i l  22 & December 18 

Tho foilowirlg Is a fai . tEift~1 t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of 
photo co?ies cf the  Seraphic  Hass Assoc ia t ion  
C e r t i f i c a t e  and Remenbrance by t h e  Servant  of 
God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Ven. S i s t e r  Mary Leoncia O.S.F. f o r  s p e c i a l  
I n t e n t . ,  God w i l l i n g  and f o r  His ho ly  guidance - 

emergency s p e c i a l  

A p r i l  22 ,  1951 

"And t h e  Lord s a i d  t o  me: My grace  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
for thee ". 

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

Courage ! Confidence i n  God ( abs  t i nance  from 
d e l i c a s c e s ,  ) 

Christmas 
- f o r p a t i e n t  progress  i n  v i r t u e  - 

Ven. S i s t e r  Mary Leoncia . . . . . . . .  

Why not  o f f e r  our  tempta t ions  themselves t o  God - 
f o r  perseverance i n  p u r i t y ,  e t c  o f  i nexpe r i ence ,  
youth,  e t c  .... f o s t e r i n g  confidence i n  God, the 
very  s o u l  of  p raye r .  ~ l e s ' d  be God i n  a l l  His 
des igns  . 

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

Dec. 18 - 1956 

O r i g i n a l s  i n  possess ion  o f :  

S i s t e r  Leoncia 
Madonna Co 1 l e  ge 
36600 Schoo lc ra f t  Rd. 
L ivonia ,  M I .  48150 



1951, May 13 

The following is a hithfui rrenacript-lon of khz typed original by 
the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0, F. M. Cap. 

CAPUCIAN FmCI SCAN FATHERS 
P4LY ET BONUM 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
HUNTINGTON, 1NI)IANA 

May 13, 1951. Feast of Pentecost. 
Blessed be God. In all His designs. 

Miss Lorteea Gibson 
Mercy Hall 
Detroit , Michigan 

Dear Miss Gibson: 

God bless you this glorious Feast and Easter Season, you 
and yours. May the divine Prince of Peace Himself breathe His 
Spirit of good will and harmoneous enlightenment on all and each 
of those unselfishly interested in Mercy-Hall activcy, -- present, 
past, future. 

Glory be to God; what a record is not the story of that fair 
flower of Christian activity! and of practical Catholic action! - -  
a record of struggles sometimes bordering on the desperate, and of 
escapes, hair-splittingly close to disaster; struggles with and 
escapes from financial difficulties and bankruptcy, from envy and 
suspicion, from misunderstanding, calumny, etc. And some of all 
this in a way, before the idea of Mercy-Hall was fully conceived 
or its Heaven-sent "blue-prints" unfolded. -- as it was unfolded 
in that "miraculously" developed and unfading blooming slip of im- 
mortal from your Girl-Friend, Miss Daly's grave--1 and it was de- 
finitely and urgently counseled: "Get started; if necessary, with 
a single patient in some old atic. God who loves tiny beginnings, 
will know as Re always does know, how and when to provide develop- 
ment. " 

Ah! Blue prints? Struggles? Escapes? Crisis after crises? 
Thank God for them all. How wonderful with the inestimable gift of 
faith, whereby, with our cooperation, all and each such trial turn 
to have been blessings in disguise. Thank God too even for the 
present -- seemingly the supreme -- crisis. If "The memory of past 
difficulties is pleasant." as an old Latin proverb has it and if 
according to Saint Paul and every teacher of true asceticism: "It 
behoves us, by many tribulations to enter into the Kingdom of 
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Heaven.", why worry about struggles, etc, -- past or to come? 
Why not rather focus all attention on thanking God for having 
seen us safely thus far notwithstanding our many, many, innum- 
erable weaknesses and sins!!! ? 

Let us go a step further and thank God ahead of time for 
every trial and cross He may see fit to permit our meeting in 
this "vale of tears'' -- that, in His mercy and wisdom He so often 
sweetens into tears of joy? We do well it seems to me, to in- 
clude in this ascetic idea -- this exercise of confidence, the 
trials and probable struggles of the happy death awaiting us, 
notwithstanding whatever adversities in His infinite wisdom and 
loving mercy He may see fit to permit. . . . . I hope you still 
pray to Miss Daly, even while praying for her -- I believe that 
she has been praying for you all these years. Naturally, therfore, 
she would be disapointed as at a want of appreciation of her Girl- 
Friend down here on earth if you should fail in this: because too, 
as a certain sister for whom St. Theresa of Avilla had prayed long 
and earnestly, - on its way to Heaven- assured her " . . . Pray 
for you Mother Terese! Ah! Mother: . . . for there is no place 
for ingratitude in Heaven." 

If you honestly humble yourself, dear Miss Gibson, -- and 
this applies to each and every one of us - your victory will be 
certain. In other words, in as much as any of us can immitate 
our Blessed Mother Mary, Mother of God, who the more she was hon- 
ored, somuch more did she humble herseff. Ah! Because next 
Jesus Himself the supreme, the divine Model, she too was indeed: 
"Meek and humble of heart." . . . . Let us not blame anyone for 
suspecting or persecuting us, as at first we are naturally inclined 
to do. On the contrary if we have a little patience and pray for 
them instead, thus we will surely be following the diving counsel 
and in the end have the consolation of converting them and of gain- 
ing our own Triumph. 

(unfinished draft) 



1951, September 8 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  Eai th?rL z r a n s c r ~ p t i , , ~  3L' rhe typed o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M .  Cap. 

CAPUCIHIN FRANCISCAN FATHERS 
PAX ET BONUM 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

September 8 t h  1951 

N a t i v i t y  of Mary Most Holy, Vi rg in  Mother of God 

Blessed  be God i n  a l l  His des igns .  

Miss L o r e t t a  Gibson 
Mercy-Hall Hosp i t a l  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

God b l e s s  you Miss Gibson, - you and yours  t h i s  happy Feas t  of 
Mary's N a t i v i t y .  -- 

Ah! t h e  au ro ra  of S a l v a t i o n ' s  Day. Next t o  Jesus  Himself 
and always wi th  H i m  may she be eve r  our  re fuge  and our  s t a y  dur ing  
t k i s  p i lgr image  on e a r t h ,  i n  r e a l i t y  so  very  s h o r t  a t  t he  l onges t  
and s t i l l ,  a t  t imes so seemingly long. Indeed I say aga in  God 
b l e s s  you, and May Jesus t h e  t r u e  Light  b r e a t h  His own S p i r i t  of 
good w i l l  and of harmoneous anl ightenment  on each and a l l  of those  
u n s e l f i s h l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Mercy-Hall a c t i v i t y ,  - p r e s e n t ,  p a s t ,  
f u t u r e .  This  has  been my prayer  f o r  you and f o r  them. 

Glory be t o  God! What a  record i s  no t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h a t  
f a i r  f lower? -- a record  indeed of genuine, C h r i s t i a n  a c t i v i t y  
and of r e a l l y  p r a c t i c a l  Ca tho l i c  Act ion;  a record  of ups and 
downs; a  record  of s t r u g g l e s ,  border ing  on the  despe ra t e  and 
of escapes  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g l y  c l o s e  t o  d i s a s t e r :  s t r u g g l e s  w i th  
and escapes  from f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and bankruptcy,  from 
susp ic ion  and c r i t i c i s m  (sometimes hones t  and we l l  meant) ,  and 
from envy and ambit ions i n t r i g u i n g  and consequent mi s rep resen t -  
a t i o n  and calumny, e t c .  -- and i n  a way some of a l l  t h i s ,  be fo re  
t h e  i d e a  of Mercy Hal l  was f u l l y  conceived o r  i t s  "Heaven-sent 
b l u e p r i n t s "  unfolded and i t  was a t  once s t r e s s e d :  "Get s t a r t e d .  
. . . i f  necessary  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  p a t i e n t  i n  some o ld  a t t i c . "  - - - i n t i m a t i n g  a t  l e a s t  i n  e f f e c t :  "God who loves  t i n y  begin-  
n ings  w i l l  know -- a s  He always does know b e s t  - how and when 
t o  provide developments1'. 

"Heaven-sent b lue -p r in t s "?  Indeed! For t h a t  "mirac i lous ly-  
developed", unfadingly  blooming, l i t t l e  s l i p  from t h e  g i r l - f r i e n d ' s  
grave was no th ing  l e s s  than  j u s t  t h a t ,  Heaven, s e n t  b l u e p r i n t .  I n  
a  way i t  was more; f o r  who w i t h  a spa rk  of s u p e r n a t u r a l  f a i t h  i n  
God, could even behold t h a t  phonimally-blooming l i t t l e  s l i p  wi thout  
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a  decided he ighten ing  of h i s  f a i t h  and confidence i n  t h e  super-  
n a t u r a l  and i n  t he  d i v i n e  providence of Heaven? 

I n  H i s  m e r c i f u l ,  unfathomable wisdom and goodness,  Almighty 
God l e f t  t h a t  l i t t l e  r e l i c  w i t h  you a s  long as  you needed it f o r  
j u s t  t h a t  kind of i n s p i r a t i o n .  And when it had served i t s  purpose 
and Mercy Ha l l  was w e l l  s t a r t e d ,  He l i f t e d  i t  away from you, (how, 
i s  q u i t e  secondary.) l e s t  c u r i o s i t y  and consequent want of appre-  
c i a t i o n  and of reverence  mar the  d e l i c a c y  and t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  
f r ag rance  of t h a t  --  ? --  H i s  own l i t t l e  b l u e - p r i n t ?  . . . . . 
. . . Aye! Glory be t o  God and b l e s sed  be His holy  Name i n  a l l  
H i s  des igns!  and i n  t h e s e  des igns ;  not  merely inc lud ing ,  b u t  
p o s i t i v e l y  s t r e s s i n g  j u s t  t h e  knocks and t h e  humi l i a t i ons  we meet 
w i t h  and t h e  c r i s i s  a f t e r  c r i s i s  He sometimes permi ts  even whi le  
by His grace  He f o r t i f i e s  us  t o  p r o f i t  by them a11 more than  by 
anyth ing  e l s e ,  save by t h e  a c t u a l  r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  very Sacraments 
themselves.  

(un f in i shed  d r a f t )  

,- *, 
i 

i / ,  . , / I  ,.-< ,,--.,... :-..L..> -.-- :CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 

Rev. CLLcdss Ellen, c.i.c.m. 
Notamitis 
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E a s t e r  Sunday - A p r i l  1 s t  1956 - 8 : 4 5  PM. 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  de s igns !  -------- 
God b l e s s  you Miss L o r e t t a  Mry Gibson 
God b l e s s  you and yours  t h e s e  u n s e t t l e d  
days - g l o r i o u s  days ,  however a s  a lways,  
f o r  men of  good w i l l .  .,., f o r  men who - -- 
can humbly a p p r e c i a t e  what enab le s  them - 
us poor s i n n e r s  - t o  g l o r y  i n  a c t u a l l y  
ho ld ing  a  p l ace  of  t r u s t  Even nea r  - 
a t  l e a s t  i n  s i g h t  o f  - t he  General  - - 
our  c r u c i f i e d  J e s u s .  

I: am sending  you a  copy of t h e ,  "Prayer 
f o r  Peace," of which you have l i k e l y  
known away ahead of  me. I heard i t  f i r s t ,  
on ly  a f t e r  coming t o  S t .  Bonaventures l a s t  
January  ..... It s t r c k  me a t  once a s  from - 
a  saddened h e a r t .  Xy own h e a r t  f i l l e d  up,  
a t  my f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  p ray ing  t h e r e o f .  

(Unf in i shed  d r a f t )  
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The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a f a i t h f u l  r r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
pho to  copy o f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  by t h e  
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F r .  S o l a n u s ,  0.F.M.Cap. 
S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Hunt ing ton ,  Ind .  
May 3 0 t h ,  1951 

B l e s s e d  be God, i n  a l l  H i s  d e s i g n s .  

God b l e s s  you M r .  and Nrs .  H .  R i c a r d .  

We s h a l l  be p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  you a s  p roposed ,  o r  
a t  your  conven ience .  We hope o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  you may 
n o t  be d i s a p o i n t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  Solanus,.O.F.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f :  

Mrs. H. J . ( B e r n a d i n e  L . )  R ica rd  
2119 Seventh  S t r e e t  
Bay C i t y ,  Michigan 48706 

,' / : !  ' ,  .-...... j ....-... A. ... *.--. i-i-.i-.i..i.._I_I_I_I_I1 -...-- iii i. 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Nctarius 
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S t .  F e l i x  Monastery R.R.8 Huntington,  Ind i ana  

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  de s igns .  October I l t h ,  Ma te rn i ty  
o f  Mary ou r  Blessed Mother 

' 5  1 

M r .  H .  J. Ricard 
Bay C i t y ,  Michigan 

God b l e s s  you M r .  Ricard - you and your s ,  

I am c e r t a i n l y  p leased  t o  s e e  your hope and conf idence  i n  t h e  
mercy and g rac ious  wisdom of  Almighty God i n  regard  t o  your l i t t l e  
Maurice. I had a v e r y  d e a r  and amiale  b r o t h e r  o f  t h a t  name Maurice 
Joachim Casey. He was v e r y  t a l e n t e d  and from e a r l i e s t  chi ldhood 
seemed t o  dream of  be ing  a p r i e s t .  When 16 i n  h i s  3 rd  y e a r  i n  t he  
seminary h i s  h e a l t h  f a i l e d  and he came home - a fami ly  d i s a p o i n t -  
ment. However, he worked generous ly  i n  promoting voca t ions  and 
was ex t remely  p leased  t o  o t h e r s  take  h i s  p l a c e  - e s p e c i a l l y  our  
2nd youngest of  t e n  b r o t h e r s  - j u s t  now back from the  miss ions  i n  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  w i th  h i s  miss ion  Headquarters  i n  S t .  Pau l ,  Minn. . . . . . - R t ,  Rev, ~ ' d  F. Casey. - Well a f t e r  20 y e a r s  roving when I 
was orda ined  and he served a t  my f i r s t  Holy Mass, he dec ided  t o  
11 ... t r y  i t  aga in  and a f t e r  seven yea r s  f u r t h e r  s tudy  was orda ined  - 
a t  4 3  i n s t e a d  of 2 3 .  Thanks be t o  God a b i l l i o n .  

So we w i l l  hope an f o r  something of  a m i r a c l e  f o r  l i t t l e  Mau- 
r i c e .  I am going t o  pray  my deceased Rev. Bro ther  Maurice - and 
e s p e c i a l l y  our  Fa the r  Stephen Ecker t  - whose r e l i c  I am herewi th  
i n c l o s i n g  t o  pray  f o r  him and i f  i r  p l e a s e  God t h a t  he be spa red  
- and have a voca t ion .  For Fa the r  Stephen e s p e c i a l l y  we a hoping 
f o r  mi rac l e s  s o  a s  t o  promote h i s  Cause o f  b e a t i f i c a t i o n  f i r s t  
a n d  then  h i s  canon iza t ion .  

Thanking aga in  f o r  your generous favor  f o r  t he  h o l y  miss ions  
I be t o  remain S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t .  

F r .  Solanus,  O.F,M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  pos se s s ion  o f :  

Mrs. H .  3 .  (Bernadine L . )  Ricard 
2119 Seventh S t r e e t  
Bay C i ty ,  Michigan 48706 

I . i 

/ i ,  , ,,,...,.....,.,..,. :'...\ 5..555..55.5 

Rev, Charles Dillon, c.i.c.m. 
Nctcrrius 
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J u l y  1 3 s t .  1955. S t .  B o n a v e r t ~ r e s ;  Blessed  be God ir  a11  H i s  de s igns !  

Rev. Mother Marx R i lda  . Beech Grove, Ind iana  

God b l e s s  you Rev. Dear Xother  Nary Hi lda .  Kay He be f a v o r a b l e  t o  you 
and t o  a l l  your  bene fac to r s  - most e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  Beech Grove 
H o s p i t a l  and b r i ~ g  them more and more t o  r e a l i z e  and t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  of  ha rbo r ing  a  r e l i g i o u s  " so  tempted and t r i e d  i n  t h e  humil ia-  
t i o n s  of  ex t raneous  "warfare  i n  t h e  world. 

J u l y  2 1 s t .  Dear  Nother  2 i l d a .  God h e l p  u s !  Y o u  s e e  I d i d  n o t  g e t  
f a r  a  week ago. i do hope you keep ~p  courage and pe r seve re  ~ h e s e  t r y i n g  
t imes ,  - g l o r i o u s  t imes  i f  by God's g race  we p e r s v e r e  i~ TTkeeping t h e  
f a i t h :  and, God w i l l i n g ,  having t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  f i n a l l y  g i v i n g  o u r  l i f e  
i t s  defense .  F o r  s u r e l y  " c i v i l i z a t i o n f 1  has  been r a p i d l y  l o s i n g  i t s  one- 
t ime r a t i o n a l  ba lance .  Thank God however, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  members o f  
s o c i e t y  - of  t h e  human-race - who l i k e  t h e  s e e r s  of o l d  and t h e  prophets  
and a p o s t l e s  keep f a i t k  w i th  God o u r  divir ie  C r e a t o r  and P rese rve r ;  b u t ,  
Alas!  f o r  modern s o c i e t y !  c i v i l i z a t i o n !  hunani ty!  If eve r  t h e  words o f  
I s i a s ,  have been a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a  people o r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  of  n a t i o n s ,  t hey  
a r e  s u r e l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  today i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of o u r  modern 
" sc i e r_ t e s t s t l  , " educators"  , e t a  tesmen" , l l G o v e m e n t s l '  : "Q7ith d e s o l a t i o n  
i s  a l l  t h e  made d e s o l a t e ,  because t h e r e  i s  :lone t h a t  t h i n k e t h  i n  
t h e i r  h e a r t s  . I t  

" S c i e n t e ~ t s ~ ~  t h a t  r e f u s e  t o  recognize  a s  a  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  most pu iv i -  
l eged  and most f o r t u n a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and dependence o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  
c reacheron  t h e  d i v i n e  C r e a t o r  and P r e s e r v e r  of  t h e  Universe!  f l S c i e n t e s t s l l  
and lTedu.cators", e t c ,  t h a t  f a i l  t o  s e e  o r  r e f u s e  t o  r e c o g ~ i z e  I tgenera l  
p r i n c i p a l s  t h e  t r u t h  of  which can be p l a in l j -  perce ived  by t h e  l i g h t  of  
reason'! ; 2s Pope Leo XI11 , i n  h i s  E n c y c l i c a l  on t h e  Boly E u c h a r i s t  de- 
c l a r e s ,  - g i v i n g  - " f o r  i n s t a m e " ,  t h e  most impor t an t ,  a l l - o u t s t a n d i n g  
p r i n c i p a l  whereon r e s t s  t o  humanity t h e  s a n c t i t y  and t h e  s o u l  of t h e  
Ten Comrandments of God and t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of a l l  l e g i t i m a t e ,  d i v i n e  
a u t h o r i t y ;  - " f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a r  t h e  domirfio:? of  God o u r  C r e a t o r  and 
P r e s e r v e r  over  a l l  men, whether  i n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  o r  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  
i s  supreme a:?d a b s o l u t e ;  t h a t  o u r  whole being and a l l  t h a t  we p o s s e s s ,  
whether  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  a s  members o f  s o c i e t y ,  comes from t h e  d i v i n e  
bounxy; t h a t  we on o w  p a r t  a r e  bound t o  show t o  God, a s  o u r  Lord,  t h e  
h i g h e s t  r eve rence ,  and,  a s  h e  i s  o u r  g r e a t e s t  bene fac to r ,  t h e  deepes t  
g r a t i t u d e . "  

( ~ n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t )  

/7 i i LlL -.-..--. "-+.*- Z 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.na. 

Notozius 31 6 
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. , .  The f ollomi_llg i s  8 f a i  - t ~ ~ ~ : : J  f :. ::7;:: - ;:.:;1 orA 35 ::>!.4 ---? 1 , p d  carbon by t h e  
Se rvan t  of God, Fa tizer 3c1a:?uc i:i:sey, '3.F.K. Czp.  

God B l e s s  you Mother Mzry Hi lda  :his  liappl- f e a s t  dzy of most p r i v i l i g e d  
Grand-Xotlier d e a r  S t .  -&LY;. I h ~ t ; )  S ~ Z X ~ C ~  >ii iilirlte you. s e v e r a l  t imes  
t h e s e  l a s t  more than  s i x  montl~r  , a:?d . z - ' - C + ~ - - ~ > 7  \.r,d,, , ,, t h e  t r o u b l e ,  I can  h a r d l y  
excuse myself f o r  such negifiger-ze i r :  f a i l i n g  t o  express  my a p p r e c i a t i o n  
f o r  your  k ind  remembracces and t o  say  thank you, a s  I want t o  do now a t  
l e a s t ,  with a  thousand t imes  God b l e s s  you. 

1 do hope t h a t  you. keep up i n  h e a l t h  and courage,  pe r seve r ing  i n  
keeping t h e  F a i t h  and he lp ing  J e s u s  o u r  S a v i o r  i n  t h e  sav ing  o f  poor  
s i n n e r ' s  s o v . 1 ~  - inc ludi f ig  o u r  own of' course ,  c h a r i t y  begiruning a t  home. 
God h e l p  u s !  How l i t t l e  we a p p r e c i a t e  o u r  p r i v i l i g e  o f  being g iven  
o p p o r t m i t y  a f t e r  oppor tun i ty  of s u f f e r i n g  i n  d i v e r s e  ways and o f  o f f e r -  
i n g  a l l  i n  union w i t h  and f o r  t h e  interit iolxs of  t h e  Sacred Hear t  o f  
J e s u s !  I have been reading:  "The Tay of  Div ine  Love; o r  The Message o f  
t h e  Sacred Hea r t  t o  t h e  World" , a s  j o t t e d  d o m  and noted by a  most p r i v i -  
l eged  contemporaqy o f  o-or owi, t h e  2i t t l e , k i t c h e a - l a y - s i s t e r  J o s e f a  
ILe2ecdeth, born i n  1890 and c a l l e d  t o  Zeaven Decenber 29,  1923. - a l l  i n  
s t r i c t  though g e n t l e s t  obedience t o  J e s u s  and k e r  superiors. What 
s u f f e r i n g s  of s o u l  and body she  went t h r o ~ g h  - what agonies  s h e  l e a r n e d  
t o  w e l c o ~ e !  - f o r  t h e  sake  or" helprrlg J e s u s  t o  r e s c u e  s t r a y i n g  s o u l s !  
Glory be t o  God! Would t h a t  we might be convinced - t h a t  we might r e a l -  
i z e  - i n  t h e  t ime of t e a p t a t i o n ,  of  t r i a l  acd s t r u g g l e ,  and when t h e  
c louds  seem most t h r e a t e n i n g  t h a t  jmt then  i t  i s  t h a t  Our Dear Lord i n  
n e a r e s t  a rd  t h a t  j u s t  t hen  too  we o ~ g h t  t o  o f f e r  a l l  t o  J e s u s  - t u r n i n g  
t o  Zim wi th  the  ho ly  f e a r  a t  once ;nd t h e  conf idence  of  t h e  Apos t l e s  :" 
L3rd we p e r i s h !  - Save us!  " 

A s  s t i l l  a  c h i l d  a t  home s t r u g g l i n g  t o  suppor t  herpoor  p a r e n t s ,  
w ~ o s e  modest means had become exhaustea through f a i l i n g  h e a l t h  and un- 
f o r s e e n  f ami ly  expenses,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e a r l y  d e a t h  of h e r  f a t h e r ,  Josepha 
had leanled many a  p r a c t i c a l  l e s s o n  i n  p a t i e n c e ,  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  confidence 
iti God; - h u m i l i t y  p e r m e a t i ~ g a l l ,  suppor t ing  every &ep toward t h e  h e i g h t s  
of  Calvary and conf idence  i n  Heaven. 

. . 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.n. 
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Page 2.  1951, J u l y  26 

( ~ o l l o w i n ~  added t o  ur?,fi-i.ehed :??-i-;e.;. ci' :i-.ziy 26 ,  195; .) 

S e p t .  17,  1351 - God b l e s s  yo;: 2cv.  Ihother i iary E l l d a .  1 hope t h i s  f l n d s  
yo2 - st111 on t h e  way of t h e  c ross ,  t h e  k e s t  school  vdiereix t o  l e a r n  
appreciation f o r  and l o v e  of  iSea:,s C s ~ c l . f i e 3  divine l o s e r  of  s o u l s .  Our 
f r ~ e n d  Miss 5. from Decatur  was h e r e  t ~ x s  F. 16. v;ltil h e r  two s i s t e r s ,  
xiece-in-law and 1 i tx l -e  g i r l ,  - p l e a s a c t l y  svtrprieed on h e a r i n g  of your  
visit, e t c .  k f t e m a r d s  I j-asx came accross t h e  above s t a r t e d  l e t t e r  vdhich 
I had pu l l ed  ou t  of  t h e  machine about  s, month ago t o  g e t  something o f f  
t h a t  seened more immediately u r g e n t .  So, hoping t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  
o r  -coo inoppor txne  I ' m  s e n d i n g i t  j u s t  &s i t  i s .  Bowever, a s  a  s o r t  o f  key 
t o  t h e  l e t t e r  from K i s s  Gibson which 1 geve you Sunday, I am going  t o  t r y  
t o  g e t  a copy f o r  you of t h e  l e t t e r  she wrote me a week o r  so  be fo re  the  
t r i a l  when t h i ~ g s  seemed so very  t h r e a t e n i n g .  I am s u r e  you w i l l  enjoy 
i t  - a s  he igh ten ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and bea3~.ty of  t h e  one t h a t  fo l lowed.  An 
obvioas l e s s o n  i c  o ~ . g h t  t o  s t r e s s ,  8s seems t o  me, i s  t h e  o ld  addage o r  
Iliotto: "Per  a spe ra  ad a s t e r a t ' ,  - "Through t r i a l s  t o  triumph": o r  
s t r a i g h t  prose  a s  S t .  Paul  g i v e s  i t :  "It behooves by mazy t r i b ~ l a t i o n s ,  
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  Kingdom of Bemen." 

3 1 e s J d  be God a g a n  i n  a l l  E i s  des igns  - r o t  only Inc lud ing  them 
ziniply - but s t r e s s i n g  t h e  t r i a l s ,  she h -oa i l i a t i ons ,  c r o s s e s ,  d i sappo in t -  
x e x t s ,  e t c .  whereby,next t o  xhe r e c e p t i o a  of  t h e  ho ly  Sacraments i n  impor- 
t a n c e ,  i t  would seem d i v i n e l r  p rovi2 .en t ia l  t h a t  t k o s e  rwiose motto ought t o  
be: "AI\\',4YS EXCZLSIOE1" , be p u r i f i e d  f r o x  s e l f  c o r x e i t  , so  n a t u r a l  t o  o r ig in -  
a l l y  t a i n t e d  human r eason ,  and i n t roduced  g r a d u a l l y  I n t o  t h e  l i g h t  and in -  
t m a c y  of confidence wi th  t h e  Div ine .  

G l 0 r j 7  be t o  God. Deo G r a t i a s  
P r .  Solanas ,  0.F.IVI.Cap. 



951,  September 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u :  t r h c s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  typed  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey,  O.F.M. Cap. 

PRIVILEGED SACRIFICES. BY a n  Eye Wi tness  

"Without S a c r a f i c e  You g e t  nowhere." i s  q u i t e  a  g e n e r a l l y  
conceded p r i n c i p l e .  Fomr t h e  ABC1s of  any s c i e n c e  t o  t h e  "master  
d e g r e e "  no  comple te  l e t  up  can be coun ted  o n ,  i f  o u t s t a n d i n g  
s u c c e s s  is t o  be t h e  p r i z e .  And, s e l f u n d e r s t o o d ,  " t h e  g r e a t e r  
t h e  p r i z e  i n  view, t h e  g r e a t e r  a l s o  t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  i .  e.  t h e  
g r e a t e r  t h e  e f f o r t s  wor th  making and e x p e c t e d .  

Y e s t e r d a y  and To-day a t  S a i n t  F e l i x  F r i a r y - - t h e  Capuchin-  
F r a n c i s c a n  N o v i t i a t e ,  w e  w i t n e s s e d  something o f  such  s a c r i f i c e s .  
I n  e a c h  c a s e  i t  was a c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  s t r e n u o u s  
s t u d i e s  and  of  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .  To-day s e v e n t e e n  n o v i c e s - - a l l  
young, p romis ing  you ths  between 1 7  and 23 I presume--pronounced 
t h e i r  f i r s t  vows, t h e r e b y ,  w i t h  t h e  g r a c e  of  God becoming Capuchin 
f r i a r s  and  crowning a n o t h e r  y e a r ,  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  
l i v e s  a s u c c e s s f u l  n o v i t i a t e .  The happy a b s e n c e  o f  any s h a d e  o f  
r e l u c t a n c e  o r  h e s i t a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t o  mois tened-eyed  community 
and a u d i e n c e  something o f  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  on p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
p r e s e n t .  Tomorrow and n e x t  day t h e y  l e a v e  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  
toward  t h e  h o l y  P r i e s t h o o d  i n  our  S e r .  C o l l e g e  of  t h e  Immaculate 
Concep t ion  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  l o r d l y  Hudson. 

They w i l l  no  doubt  be missed h e r e  a t  t h e  n o v i t i a t e  where 
f o r  more t h a n  t w e l v e  months t h e y  have  been e n d e a r i n g  themse lves  t o  
t h e  o l d e r  members o f  t h e  l o c a l  community. T h e s e ,  however,  w i t h o u t  
e x c e p t i o n  w i l l  w i sh  them God s p e e d  and b l e s s i n g ;  - -  happy i n  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t  hope t h a t  t h e  p romis ing  t w e n t y - f i v e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e i r  
s t e p s  s i n c e  y e s t e r d a y ' s  n o t - l e s s - t o u c h i n g  ceremony of e n r o l l m e n t  
o r  c l o t h i n g ,  w i l l  p r o f i t  by  such  a  happy example.  

". ~..*.*-.*.-.-.-...~*.-.-.--.-----+*-------- 
Rev. Cbarlos Dillen, t2.i.c.m. 319 



1952, J a n u a r y  17 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  ehe typed  n o t e s  by 
t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey, O.F.M.Cap. 

F a t h e r  So lanus  - J a n u a r y  17,  1952 

"THANK GOD SOW, AHEAD OF TIME, 
FOR ALL THAT I S  COMING TO US. 
INCLUDE OUR DEATHS WITH ALL 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES CONNECTED WITH 
THEM. (DEATH I S  THE CLIMAX OF 
ALL HUMILIATION,  h?iEN WE MUST 
FINALLY G I V E  UP ALL, AVD TURN 
ALL OVER TO GOD. DEATH CAN BE 
VERY BEAUTIFUL--LIKE A WEDDING, 
IF WE MAKE I T  SO, DEATH I S  STILL 
BETTER WHEN WE ARE CONSCIOUS, 
AND KNOW." 

c .  1952 

BLESSED BE GOD I N  ALL HIS DESIGNS -- 
Many thanks  and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  e v e r y  a s s o c i a t e  

and t o  e v e r y  a s s o c i a t e ' s  e v e r y  n e i g h b o r .  Nay t h e  Holy 
Ghost t e a c h  u s  a l l  something a t  l e a s t  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
- o f  g r a t i t u d e  - f o r  t h e  i n e s t i m a b l e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  s e r v -  
i n g  ~ T d " x v i n ~  o u r  own immortal  s o u l s  by h e l p i n g  
one a n o t h e r !  Th is  i n c i d e n t l y  we might  add,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of r e l i g i o n ,  r a t h e r  s a y ,  i n  harmony 
w i t h  "Re l ig ion ;  t h e  S c i e n c e  o f  o u r  supremely p r i v i l e g e d ,  
happy dependence on Almighty God and o u r  ne ighbor"  
( e a c h  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  b e i n g  i t s  own f i r s t  n e i g h b o r ) ,  

The d e f i n i t i o n  h o l d s  f o r  e v e r y  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e  - 
a l i k e  i n  Heaven, on E a r t h  and i n  P u r g a t o r y ;  n o t  i n  
H e l l ,  because  t h e y  a r e  n a t  r a t i o n a l  t h e r e ,  t h e  acknow- 
ledged h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  atheism. 

Atheism? "The u n q u a l i f i e d  c l imax  a t  once o f  i n -  
t e l l e c t u a l  i n s a n i t y ,  o f  mora l  d e g e n e r e s y ,  d i a b o l i c a l  
blasphemy. 



1952, March 23 

The following is a f a i t h f u i  transcripeion of a handwritten 
message on a holy ca rd  ciy ixe S s r v w ~ r  of God, Father Solanus 
Casey, 0.  F. M. Cap. (from t he  photo copy) 

March 23, 1952 

(11 P. M.) 

God bless little Marty O'Hara 
and speed his health back to 
normality --- God willing 

God bless all concerned 

Fr. Solanus, 
0. F. M. Cap. 

Orignial in possession of: Mrs. Florence O'Haver 
36325 Grand River, 
Apt, 1.04 
Farmington, Mi. 48024 

/ 
.-.... cY-.I-.---.̂-.--.-r.......---+.4*....<.....,r - 

Aev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1952, May 6 

The fo l lowing  i s  a E a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  handwr i t t en  
o r i g i n a l  by t he  Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. 
Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 
Route 8 

Huntington,  Ind i ana  

May 6 ,  1952 

M i s s  Margaret  Be la in  
8784 Morley S t .  
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 

Blessed  be God i n  a l l  H i s  de s igns .  

God b l e s s  you Miss Bela in ,  ycu and yours:  

I hope you a r e  w e l l  and t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  coming f avo rab ly  
f o r  you. I am s u r e  my f a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge your a p p r e c i a t e d  
f avo r  of December 6 t h  l a s t ,  must have been deeply  d i s a p o i n t i n g .  
P l e a s e  pardon! I can h a r d l y  e x p l a i n  f u r t h e r  than  t h a t ,  wish- 
i n g  t o  thank you persona ly  f o r  such a  f avo r ,  I pu t  your b r i e f  
l e t t e r  a s i d e  and, some how o r  o t h e r  i t  was s imply "snowd under." 

However, I am s u r e  God has  b l e s s e d  you j u s t  t h e  same, 
and you have been inc luded  i n  our  p r a y e r s  a s  no ted  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  Besides  t h i s ,  I am going t o  o f f e r  my f i r s t  - nex t  - 
"Free Mass" f o r  your i n t e n t i o n s ,  your guidance,  and w e l f a r e .  
Znc ident ly  we have t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of two such "free-Masse " 
each month. 

Thanking you a  m i l l i o n  f o r  your k indness  and hoping 
such f a i l u r e  on my p a r t  may no t  occur  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I beg 
t o  remain, a t  your s e r v i c e ,  

S i n c e r e l y  yours  i n  C h r i s t ,  

F r .  So lanus ,  0.  F. M. Cap. 

Glory be t o  God. 

'.I , , 

I,.\ .< 
j / 

.:. & , < / ,  .., , . j  / ' .  - 
,....-;c.......-.......,i....l,...,~....,,......-.- .. .. 

~ e v .  Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



Tl:e fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  tranucr'ii;tign of "&- L,I-Lc t;,?~e,i? d r a f t  of tl?e Servant  
of God, FatYier S o l a m s  Casey, S.?.L:. ;a?. 

X r .  ?rank 3. S t a b i l e .  3e t ro i . t  14, 

7 - :..any thanks f o r  your p a t h e t i c  cmmuaic&tion  of  June  20th, which I had 
t o  pu t  a s i d e  a t  t h e  t ime zr,d wlxich fra:iE-Jy, till I neared i ts  conclusion,  
I was i n c l i n e d  t o  igaore .  Eowever, though t h e  s i t u a t i o a  i s  n o t  essen- 
t i a l l y  changed, I f e e l  bound t o  o f f e r  you sometl?ing of encouragement f o r  
t b e  "problems" of wliich you complain, v i z ,  about God and about " sc i ence  
and rel igion1' .  For  " p r a c t i c a l  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  Ckurch" such problems a r e  
t o  a g r e a t  ex ten t  solved a t  baptism; s o  t h a t  by t h e  g race  of t h a t  
Sacrament t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  " t r i u n e  v i r t u e  of P a i t ?  - :lope - Chari ty" 
a r e  d i v i ~ e l y  in fused  i n t o  t h e  s o u l  whereby, f r o n  t h e  very s t a r t  i t  be- 
comes d o c i l l y  i n c l i n e d  t o  be l i eve ;  and t o  beliold t h e  Church and t o  conf ide  
il? h e r  w i t 3  growing co-r_victio:?. a s  d i v i n e l y  founded and a s  i n f a l l i b l y  
guided ir, h e r  capac i ty  of mot l~e r  and m i s t r e s s  of immortal s o u l s  - of  
human czndidztes  f o r  t h e  l i f e  of  e t e r n a l  g lory ;  02 tvllich S t .  Pau l  vmites: 
" 2 ~ e  :?iath no t  seen ,  e a r  hat:: no t  heard ,  n o r  k a t h  i t  e ~ t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
L2eer-t of man t o  conceive what t h i z g s  God kas  prepared Tor them t h a t  l o v e  
IIirn" . 

But l e t  u s  first lament your f a i l u r e  - whic2 i s  n o t  yours only  but 
Zn.m.acity 1 s t o  wl?ich we 130th belorig. Perhaps our s a d e s t  f a i l u r e ,  nottvitli- 
s t and ing  our  f a c u l t i  es  f o r  th ink ing  a -d  reasoning,  i ; ~  tvc ths t and ing  our  
advanced s t e p s  i n  every phase of s c i e c c e  and, (what ought t o  c o u l t  most 
of a l l  i n  Kie n a t u r a l  o rde r  of conclusion) 12otvd ths t and ing  uncouxit ed 
ages  of b i t t e r e s t  experience of men and angels ,  t h a t  i n g r a t i t u d e  t o  God 
never  pays. ;Ve have i n  g r e a t  p a r t  f a i l e d  t o  recc@ze a s  a sc i ence ,  tl?e 
one, i n  t h e  s i g h t  of heaven, g r e a t e s t  s c i ence  of e l l  t imes and of  a l l  
p l a c e s  wherever p e r t a i n s  t o  r a t i o n a l  c rea tu res .  Be have f a i l e d  t o  
recoglxLze a s  a sc i ence  0U3 IiCST F03TiiYIBT3 ~ X T I O ? S I - ; I P  - abso lu te  depen- 
d e x e  on t k e  .Almighty, a l l  merc i fu l  God, and t o g e t h e r  witlz t h a t ,  o u r  
dependence on our  neighbor. 

(un f in i shed  . ) 



1952, J u l y  28. 

D e t r o i t  , X i  chigan 

God b l e s s  you 3'. 3. S t a b i l e .  

7 - 1,'ial:y tlianks f o r  your  p a t h e t i c  c o r n m i c a t i o n  o f  J u a e  20th.  Because of  
t h e  h m d r e d  and more l e t t e r s  be fo re  roe t h a t  c la im r e s p o m e  I was about  t o  
make v e r y  s h o r t  work o f  yours  be fo re  I had r ead  h a l f  o f  i t .  Yowever, I 
p u t  i t  as ide .  Today, thoug!i tke s i t u a t i o n  i s  :?ot improved, I f e e l  I must 
g i v e  you. a few words. If SGU were a f a i t h f u l  "c:iild of t h e  C h r c h " ,  you 
would escape t i l e  danger  o f  many o f  t h o s e  problems o f  vddiich you lament ,  v i z ,  
problems about God, s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n .  I m11st be b r i e f .  .... 

T i r s t  l e t  me lament y o u  f a i l u r e  - w i t h  your  so-ca l led  s c i e n c e  - you 
f z i l  t o  recog;.;ize a s  a s c i e a c e ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s c i e n c e  i t s e l f  o f  a l l  t i n e s  
and o f  a l l  p l a c e s ,  v i z ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  of  our  kappg dependence 3s r a t i o n a l  
creatu.res ,  on God and o u r  ae ighbor .  TZiet I s  323LI3IGC; t h e  only  s c i e n c e  t h a t  
i n  t h e  end - anouxts  t o  more than t k e  s r s p  of  o s e l s  f i n g e r .  L i k e  every 
o t h e r  s c i e n c e ,  though t h e r e  be a t h o u s a ~ ~ d  s y s t e m  (denominations) t h e r e  
can be but  one suck; s c i ence .  It miglit be de f ined  a l s o ;  "The s c i e n c e  o f  
saving. o u r  s o u 3  o r  simply: " t h e  scienci .  of cha r i t y" ,  whose pr5mary purpose 
i s  t o  f o s t e r  what i s  s o a e t i n e s  ca l le i !  " t h e  triuae v i r t u e  of  faith-hope- 
cha-mL t j - I '  . 3ecause  tkie;~ a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  orle v i r t u e ,  t h e  p o s i t i v e  co-ntrast  
on first g lance  o f  "ktlieisn-despair-hatef1 of dnicl i  you r  first two sen tences  
seem so  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  lament ,  v i z ,  someone's om1 agaos t ic i sm,  h a t r e d  and 
consequ-eat, worse t h a a  d is turbance .  I was going t o  s ay  above, t h a t  p r a c t i -  
c a l  Cat l io l ics  know wi thout  a doubt what t o  b e l i e v e  concerning t h e  r e f e r r ed -  
t o  problems. Bes ides ;  t h e  more anyor,e of good w i l l  h o w s  about  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  
v i z ,  t h e  system o f  d i v i n e  and i n f a l l i b l e  r e l i g i o n  - the i n f a l l i b l e  system 
of  r e l i g i o n  - e s t a b l i s h e d  and fouaded by J e s u s  C h r i s t  and proclaimed by ::is 
Twelve D.pos~les - waterring i t  vzith t h e i r  blood i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  Seaus  t h e i r  
d i v i n e  Kas t e r ;  s o  rnuch t h e  c l e a r e r  does t h e  vdiole Cl?r;istian system unfo ld  
be fo re  t h e  eye of conmon sense ,  and of  t h e  l?igkeot recsoxing ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  
the  l i g h t  of  d i v i n e  f a i t h  - a l l  t r u e  sou rces  of s c i e n c e  and a l l  phases  o f  
t r u e  r e l i g i o n  t h e  crovm and f i n a l  purpose of  a l l .  

(5nf  i n i e h e d  . ) 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.xn. 
Xotcrius 324 



The following is a faithful rranscription of the handwritten orig- 
inal by t he  Servant o f  Cod, Father  So'~anns Casey,  D.F.M. Cap, 

31.sssed be God 
In all His desigxs!  

God b l e s s  you W. F h i l i p  O ' i j r i e n  - yau  and yours, 

'4s a l l  hope t h i s  finds you wel l  - vhlck, f o r  ons ex- 
~ e r i e n c i n ~  what; y o u  hive been g o i n g  thr.ough C'rese 
severzl  ;oaths, aust m e a  t h a t  you w e  kelpi .ng up 
cclzage  as? by the grace ol God c o 2 s i n u i n g  to foster 
confider?ce in E i s  mersif l l l  tjisdorri and gcodness - al'_ 
t h ~  bester o-f course if the ghgeiczL c o r ~ d i t i o n ,  at 
least does non g e t  worse, 3 F 1 1  we sz2  a d$oide?. in- 
provement srd f i n s 1  r ecovery ,  God willizg. 

The p u q o s e  of  t h i s  card, s i n c e  I carmot f i n i s h  the 
l e t t e r  I war? tec i  t o  send y o u ,  is p r i n s r i l y ,  to j ~ a t  
reassure yoil that we z r e  k e e 9 i . n ~  you in mind. aad ? please  God will n o t  forget you 111 o u r  p rxTer s .  

(No S i g g a t u r e )  



1952, August  20 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a f a i . t l ? f ; ~ l  c r a n s c r i $ t i o s l  of t h e  typed  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey ,  0. F.  M. Cap. 

Pax E t Bonurn 
S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  

H u n t i n ~ t o n ,  Zndlana 

1952, August ,  20 t h  

F e a s t  o f  S a i n t  Bernard.  B l e s s e d  be God in a l l  H i s  d e s i 2 n s .  
Mr. P h i l i p  R. O 'Br ien  
B a i l e y ' s  Harbor ,  Wiscons in  

God B l e s s  you M r .  P h i l i p  R. O 'Brien:  

God b l e s s  you and ,Tours t h e s e  days  o f  ;race.  F o r  d a y s  
o f  g a c e  are  these o u r  days  and days  of God 's  g r e a t  mercy t o  
a l l  men of  good w i l l ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n s  o u r  l amentab le  want o f  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  and o f  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  H i s  i n e s t i m a b l e  g r a c e s  and 
H i s  uncountab le  f a v o r s .  Days o f  g r a c e  t o o ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  
t h r e a t e n i n 5  a v a l a n c h e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e d - a t h e i s m  e v e n  now be- 
d e v i l i n g  m i l l i o n s  of humani ty  more and more b r a z e n l y  and presump- 
t u o u s l y  a s p i r i n g  on e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i r y ,  " to- take-over"  f o r  rel- 
i 2 i o n .  Nay - i n  p l a c e s  behind t h e  " I r o n  Cur ta in" ,  a c t u a l l y  t a k i n g  
o v e r  and,  i n s t e a d  o f  k e e p i n g  h i g h e s t  p romises ,  i s  d o u b l l y  g r i n d -  
i n g  i t s  d u p e s i n t o  a b j e c t  s l a v e r y  o f  'codg and s o u l :  w h i l e  a t  t h e  
same t i m e  i t  i s  ; o i n ~  t o  t h e  l i m i t  o f  i t s  power i n  t r y i n g  t o  p l a y  
H e l l  w i t h  e v e r y  d e c e n t  s u b j e z t  who d a r e  p r o f e s s  o t h e r  t h a n  what  
t e n d s  t o  k i l l  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  and b e l i e f  i n  t h e  S u p e r n a t u r a l .  

Atheism: God h e l p  us! "The s o c i a l  o c t u p u s - c a n c e r  o f  
mind and s p i r i t " !  Atheism? The no-God-monster p r o p o s i t i o n ,  
when p h i l o s o p h y  and commonsense a s  w e l l  ( a s )  r e v e l a t i o n  and 
f a i t h  i n  t h e  E t e r n a l  -al l-  p r o c l a i m ,  " a p p r e c i a t i o n  and g r a t i -  
t u d e  f o r  f a v o r s  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  and s u r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  
o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e . " ?  Atheism;  t h e  s t i f l e r  of e v e r y  phase  o f  s c i e n c e  
t h a t  down t h e  a g e s  h a s  f o s t e r e d  g r a t i t u d e  t o  p a r e n t s  and bene- 
f a c t o r s  as t o  God's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f ,  "Hope, 
t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  h a p p i n e s s  i n  t h i s  world" ,  would i n j e c t  t h e  p o i -  
sonous  n igh tmare  o f  e t e r n a l  d e s p a i r ?  Aye! Aye! God h e l p  u s  
t h e s e  days  o f  God's g r a c e  and mercy,  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t h e i s m  o f  A n t i -  
c h r i s t :  -- a t h e i s m  t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  c l i m a x  a t o n c e ,  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
i n s a n i t y ,  o f  mora l  degeneracy ,  o f  d i a b o l i c a l  blasphemy and o f  e t -  
e r n a l  d e s p a i r .  God h e l p  us! 

Pardon m e  Dear  M r .  O 'Brien I hope t n i s  i s  n o t  b o r i n g  you, 
b u t  i t  seems t o  me t h a t ,  when we beho ld  t h e  z e n e r a l  o u t l o o k  i n  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  and m a t e r i a l i s t i c  w o r l d  t o d a y  and t h e  i n o r d i n a t e  t endency  
o f  t h o t - l e s s  humanity t o  w o r s h i p  t h i s  p a s s i n g  e x i s t e n c e  as though 
i t  w e r e  o u r  f i n a l  d e s t i n y  and t h e  o n l y  l i f e  w o r t h  s t r i v i n g  f o r  
( u n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t . )  

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notc.ius 326 



1952, September 3 

The following is a faithful t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant  o f  God, Fatner St~1inu.s Casc?y, O.F.M. Cap. 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l .  C,raficr?iptic,r, ~f the typed d r a f t  of t h e  Servant  
of God, F a t h e r  Solanus  C a s q  S.7,T.L. C a p .  

Wovember 24th,  herica;l Than-ks-Gifing Day; Deo Gra t i a s .  

Zev. Thomas G. 3rennan.  Bosary Acadaay Bay C i t y ,  Kichigan.  

Xy Dear Father Breman:  

God b l s s s  you and yours ,  I do hope t h a t  you a r e  w e l l  t h e s e  days and 
t h a t  o u r  d e a r  Lord guide  you always. F o r  a s  y e a r s  and decades p a s s  we 
r e a l i z e  more and more c l e a r l y ,  w i t h  Holy Jobe t h a t ,  "The l f f e  of man on 
e a r t h  i s  a warfaret1 . Indeed a v a r f a r e  i t  i s  t h a t ,  no twi tns tanding  t h e  
i n n m e r z b l e  g r z c e s  and. szfe-guards t h a t  s u r r o m d  us: i s  f r augh t  v i t h  
p i t f a l l s  and dangers  a t  every t u r n .  Eow can we eve r  a g p r e c i a t e  a s  we 
ought ,  o r  be g r a t e f u l  f o r  having  f r o a  in fancy  been b lessed  w i t h  t h e  
s u p e r n a t u r a l  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e  True F a i t h  a l o n  can  i n s p i r e  snd in su re?  ! 
Deo g r a t i a s  a b i l l i o n .  

I have been ~gai l t ing t o  w r i t e  you t h e s e  s e v e r s 1  weeks and e s p e c i a l l y  
s i n c e  ST. X.C. was dowi a couple .,;leeks ego. I ,know you a r e  i n t a r e s t e d  i n  
h e r  we l f a re  and t h a t ,  l i k e  many of  t h e  r e s t  of u s ,  have been t r y i n g  t o  
h e l p  h e r  f i n d  h e r  bea r ings  and t h e  peace of  s o u l  s h e  s e e m  temporarly a t  
l e a s t  r a t h e r  s a d l y  t o  have l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  However, I f e e l  t h a t  if w e  
can j u s t  keep o u r  heads and, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  s h e  can only be ind;l.ced t o  have 
p a t i e n c e  and t o  h m b l g  f o s t e r  confide?.ce i n  God; I am sure, a s  1 have been 
t r y i n g  t o  a s s u r e  h e r  r i g h t  a long ,  t h a t  Bln ighty  God i s  p e r m i t t i n g  a l l  tki is  
t r o u b l e  of h e r s  - s e e m i ~ g l y  a r e a l  "fi-ght of h e r  sou l11 ,  ?;o cox? ss a b l e s s i n g  
i n  d i s g u i s e  - a s  a f e a t u r e  of h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  " s i n e  qua nori", of he- 
a r r i v i n g  a t  t h a t  peace t h e  world knotusnotl?il?g about;  t h e  ijesce of  s o u l  she  
once most probably dreamed of b u t ,  of w'hich, f o r  h e r  v o c a t i o n a l  n a t u r i t y  
s h e  h a s  been pe rmi t t ed  seexingly  t o  l o s t  s i g h t  t h e s e  y e a r s  znd s a d l y  t o  
have f o r g o t t e n .  . . . . . True,  s h e  h a s  z sde  in-qmerable  ~ l i s t a k e s  and s t u p i d  
b lunders .  ?lho h a s  n o t  nade t h a ?  ?J eve r t l l e l e s s  2nd notwi t h s t a n d i i ~ g  a l l  
such  and even were they  m u l t i p l i e d .  

( ~ n f i n i  shed) 



c. 1953, May 

The fo l l owing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  t y p e w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Se rvan t  of God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

Pax e t  EONUM 

SAINT FELIX CAPUCHIN FRIARY 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

c. 1953, May 

BLESSED BE GOD! I N  ALL HIS DESIGNS 

Rt. Rev. Edward 3. Hickey 
P a s t o r  S t .  ~ a r y ' s  Redford, Michigan 

Bt. Rev. Dear Monsignor Hickey: 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  I hope t h i s  f i n d s  you w e l l  and 
t h a t  your dea r  Mother ' s  h e a l t h  has  improved s i n c e  your s h o r t  v i s i t  
he re  t o  S a i n t  F e l i x .  Thanks be t o  God we a r e  a l l  w e l l  no twi ths tand-  
i n g  our  preva lence  of  real "g r ip  weather .  

Dear Monsignor Hickey: you w i l l  ha rd ly  be s u r p r i s e d  i f  I 
t e l l  your Right  Reverence t h a t  f o r  q u i t e  some time 1 ' v e  been want- 
i n g  t o  w r i t e  you; and t h i s  concerning two problems, some d e t a i l s  
of  which I am s u r e  w i l l  be a  r e l i e f  t o  your Rt .  Reverence - a s  t h e  
r e l e a s e ,  I f e e l  w i l l  be t o  m e .  For  whether  a  m a t t e r  be t r i f l i n z  
o r  tremdous t h e  wisdom of  ~ e s u s '  d ic tum must always hold:  "Know 
t h e  Tru th  and t h e  Tru th  w i l l  make you f r ee . "  

The f i r s t  problem concerns t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h e  Mercy Ha l l  
Cancer Hosp i t a l  of D e t r o i t .  I probably  should have g iven  you t h e  
d e t a i l s  long  ago t h a t  I now f i n a l l y  propose t o  r e l e a s e  - d e t a i l s  - 
which few, i f  any o t h e r  could  o f f e r ,  d e t a i l s  which, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  he re  i nc lo sed  l e t t e r ,  ( a s  a  sample),  w i l l  change your view of 
s a i d  i n s t i t u t i o n  and w i t h  t h e  grace  of  God, I t r u s t  may completely 
r e v e r s e  t h e  h i t h e r t o  shown a t t i t u d e  toward the  foundress  by your 
Rt. Rev. P a t e r n i t y .  Ah! f o r  your own joyous r e l i e f  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  
e s t r eme ly  t r i e d  f o r t i t u d e .  I beg pardon f o r  such c u l p a j l e  h e s i t a -  
t i o n .  Glory be t o  God. follow in^ a r e  a  few d e t a i l s .  

About twenty- f ive  yea r s  back two young nu r se s  came t o  
S a i n t  Bonaventure Monastery i n  D e t r o i t  seek ing  guidance i n  regard  
t o  s t a r t i n g  a cance r -hosp i t a l .  I e n r o l l e d  them i n  t h e  Se raph ic  
Nass A s s o c i a t i o n  and promised t o  pray  f o r  them and t h e i r  p r o j e c t .  
Th i s  r epea t ed  i t s e l f  a number of times f o r  two o r  more y e a r s ;  s o  
t h a t  I was i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  them f o r  a " s o r t  of dreamers" (? )  . 

---*?--.-...-...-*..-*..-...--..- 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 



c .  1953,  May 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  typed  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God F r .  S o l a n u s  Casey,  0. F. M. Cap. 

Cont inues  l e t t e r  t o  Rt.  Rev. Edward J. Hickey 

. . . . F i n a l l y  w h i l e  Miss Gibson was s i c e  i n  a  D e t r o i t  h o s p i t a l  
h e r  & i r l - f r i e n d  t h e  o t h e r  n u r s e  - h e r  " s a i n t l y  f r i e n d "  a s  s h e  c o n s i -  
d e r e d ,  (a c e r t a i n  Miss D a i l y ) ,  d i e d  i n  New York. J u s t  a n o t h e r  knock 
f o r  t h e  g i r l - f r i e n d  l e f t  t o  weep and t o  p r a y  - - - o f  whom s h e  was 
wont t o  speak  a s  b e i n g  a  s a i n t  and on t h e  h e l p  o f  whose p r a y e r s  s h e  
s t i l l  seems t o  have c o n f i d e n c e .  Having l i n g e r e d  a t  t h e  Grave . . . . Miss Gibson plucked a  s l i p  o f  a n  "immortal" ( a  l i t t l e  p l a n t  grow- 
i n g  on t h e  g a v e ) ,  and s imply p u t  i t  i n  a  l i t t l e ,  round "vani ty-box" 
p e r h a p s  two i n c h e s  wide and a  112 of  a n  i n c h  deep,  h a l f  s a y i n g  t o  
h e r s e l f :  "This  w i l l  be my r e l i q u e . "  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  s h e  was 
pack ing  h e r  t r u n k  t o  come West and w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  ado ,  l i k e  t o s s e d  
i t  i n t o  t h e  t r u n k  t o  take c a r e  o f  i t s e l f .  Weeks a f t e r w a r d s  s h e  was 
l o o k i n g  f o r  something e l s e  when t h e  l i t t l e  "vanity-box" u n e x p e c t e d l y  
appeared .  "0' . " , s h e  t h o u g h t ,  11 Here is  my r e l i c ! " .  Her emot ion  on 
f i n d i n g  i t  n o t  o n l y f r e s h  and g r e e n  b u t  p e r f e c t l y  i n  bloom was un- 
s p e a k a b l y  more t h a n  s u r p r i s e .  To me, when f i r s t  I saw i t  and a s  o f -  
t e n  as I saw i t  - which was q u i t e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o r  more t h a n  a y e a r  
--it was a " B l u e - p r i n t  from Heaven" and nothincr less,  of t h e  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  t h a t  s h e  and Miss D ,  had been dreaming of and p r a y i n g  f o r  . . 

I f  . . "Get s t a r t e d  . . . . , came t o  my l i p s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  f o l l o w i n g  
my a s t o n i s h m e n t .  "Get s t a r t e d  i f  n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  p a t i e n t  i n  
some o l d  a t i c .  and God Who l o v e s  t i n y  b e g i n n i n g s  w i l l  know, a s  Re 
a lways does  know b e s t ,  how and when t o  p r o v i d e  development." She d i d  
n o t  have t o  s t a r t  i n  such  ex t remes .  Her s a i d  l i t t l e  " m i r a c u l l o u s  
b l u e - p r i n t ' '  would seem t o  have c a r r i e d  h e r  s u c c e s s f u l l j ~  a t  e v e r y  t u r n ;  
f o r  s h e  c a r r i e d  i t  w i t h  h e r  everywhere  and n e v e r  h e s i t a t e d  t o  show i t  
where a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  migh t  be e x p e c t e d .  A l l  t h i s  
t i l l  Mercy H a l l  was w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  and t o  s t a y .  . . . . Aye! "A 
r e a l l y  C a t h o l i c  H o s p i t a l ,  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  d e t a i l  and up t o  d a t e  
. . . ." . . . What a  c o n t r a s t  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  when Chapel  and 
A l t a r  were  gone and no v i s i t s  more t o  J e s u s  o r  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Sac- 
taments!  S t i l l  Miss G. was a  C a t h o l i c .  S t i l l  h e r  C a t h o l i c  p i c t u r e s  
and s t a t u e s  were  i n  t h e  c o r r e d o r s  and p a r l o r s .  S t e l l ,  though s h e  
wore no " h a b i t "  s h e  was keepin;  up r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Sacrament her- 
s e l f .  She had aged more t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

Less  t h a n  a q u a r t e r  o f  a n  h o u r ' s  v i s i t  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  
r e v e a l e n t .  D r .  McCle l l an  was my h o s t e  and c h a u f f e u r ,  and he  had a n  
o p e r a t i o n  schedu led  t h a t  morning and we n e c e s s a r i l y  had t o  be b r i e f .  
One c o u l d  o n l y  wonder as t o  t h e  c a u s e  o r  t h e  purpose  o f  i t  a l l .  . . . . But: "Who h a t h  known t h e  mind o f  t h e  Lord?  O r  who h a t h  been  
h i s  c o u n s e l l o r ?  ! ! 

( u n f i n i s h e d  d r a f t )  

Notariua 
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c ,  1953 May 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  typed o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  Servant  of  God, F a t h e r  Solanus Casey, 0. F. M. Cap. 

ano the r  d r a f t  of p r ev ious  l e t t e r  t o  Rt.  Rev. Edward J. Hickey 

As much a s  I remember I had no t  s een  e i t h e r  of them f o r  
some months. They had always come toge the r .  Now Miss Gibson 
comes a lone  w i t h  such unwanted t i d i n k s .  More remarkble s t i l l  
however, though of a happ ie r  c o l o r  i s  h e r  s t o r y  of a  phenomena 
i n  connec t ion  the rewi th  and whicn b r i n s  us  n e a r e r  t o  our  purpose. - - - our  problem. 

A f t e r  h e r  own recovery  she  - Miss G. - had t aken  a  t r i p  
t o  New York, v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  a s  I understood - h e r  
own and those  of Miss Daly - t h e  deceased nu r se - f r i end  and n a t -  
u r a l l y  t h e  l a t t e r s  p l a c e  of b u r i a l .  Th i s  v i s i t  o r  v i s i t i n g  l a s t e d  
f o r  some days ( f i v e  t o  be e x a c t ,  a s  she  t e l l s  me now). At a l l  
e v e n t s ,  she  brought back w i t h  a  s l i p  o r  s p r i g  from a l i t t l e  " im-  
mortal"  a l r e a d y  growind on t h e  s t e l l  f r e s h  grave where she  had 
l i n s e r e d  t h e s e  days and prayed and f o s t e r e d  s u p e r n a t u r a l  hope. 
She had p laced ,  t h e  t i n y  s p r i g  i n  a  common envelope and when about  
/ r e t u r n  / D e t r o i t  had p l ac sd  i t  w i t h  some l e t t e r s ,  e t c ,  i n  h e r  
hand-bag. Some t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s ,  on opening the  envelope she  had 
been a s ton i shed  a t  f i n d i n g  t h e  s l i p ,  n o t  on ly  n o t  w i the red  and 
d r i e d ,  no t  on ly  f r e s h  and green  but  a c t u a l l y  hav ins  g r w n  and i n  
p e r f e c t  bloom . . , . It i s  easy  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on t h e  more t han  
s u r p r i s e  t h a t  such a  g r e e t i n g  o f f e r e d  t h e  beholder  . . . . That ,  
f o r  j u s t  now however, must be secondary. S u f f i c e  t o  say  t h a t  h e r  
whole a t t i t u d e  was beaming. Her eve ry  move co r robora t ed  convic-  
t i o n .  Spontaneously openin; a sma l l  "vanity-box" t o  which h e r  
" r e l i c "  had been t r a n s f e r e d ,  she  l i k e  t r iumphant ly  d i sp l ayed  h e r  
I t  s u p e r n a t u r a l  immortal." To me i t  was a marvel.  To me i t  was a  
"b lue-pr in t ' '  of what t h e  nu r se s  t h e s e  l a t e  y e a r s  had been dream- 
i n g  about .  - - - a s o r t  of  m y s t i c a l  fore-shadgwing of how t h e i r  
yearn ings  t o  do somethin, worthwhile  f o r  God and humanity were 
t o  be r e a l i z e d  and t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n  was t o  f l o u r i s h ,  v i z .  q u i e t  
and u n a s s u m i n ~ ,  h idden- l ike  from t h e  unapprec i a t i ve .  

(Unf in i shed  d r a f t )  

~ a v .  Charles Dillec, c.i.c.m. 
Notahiua 
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1953, August 6 

. , The fo l lowing  i s  a  fai- ~ h f c ?  2=rarcscrrptsor;. cf the handwri t  t e n  o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa rhs r  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

Blessed be God! 
I n  a l l  H i s  de s igns .  

August 6 t h  '53 

M r .  Wallace V.E.Bedolfe 
27  White Oak Rlv'd 
Toronto, Canada. 

God b l e s s  you Wally and m u l t i p l y  His graces  and joys i n  your sou l !  

I s u r e l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you the  p r i v i l e g e d  s t e p  you had on t h e  49 th  
ann ive r sa ry  of my f i r s t  Holy Mass, Feas t  of S t .  I g n a t i u s .  Glory be 
t o  God! I should s u r e l y  l i k e  t o  have been t h e r e .  I am s u r e  Fa the r  
Edward w i l l  be p leased  t o  hea r  of your progress. But its only  when 
we s h a l l  a c t u a l l y  reached Heaven t h a t  w e ' l l  be i n  c o n t i t i o n  t o  ap- 
p r e c i a t e  t h e  r e a l  meaning of heavenly joys.  Because a s  S t .  Paul  
a s s u r e s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t he  Romans: "Eye ba th  no t  seen ,  Ear ha th  
not  heard ,  nor  ha th  i t  en te red  into t he  h e a r t  of man t o  conceive 
what God h a t h  prepared f o r  them t h a t  love  Him." ...... something l i k e  
Fr .  ~ ' d  concludes one of h i s  poems; h i s  "Valley o f  P l a ins"  
( i n  Montana) 

"0  God! What t he  g l o r y  of Heaven must be! 
when i t s  f e e b l e  R e f l e c t i o n  on Mountain and l e a ,  
Enrobes t h e  d u l l  c l a y  i n  a beauty  sublime! -- 
~ t e r n i t y ' s  b r e a t h  -- on the  ashes of t i n e . "  ..... 

Best  wishes and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l .  

P ra i sed  be Je sus  C h r i s t !  

Fr .  Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap, 

P.S. An o l d  adage: "F in i s  Coronet Opus" 
"The end crowns t h e  work," 



1953, August 29 

The following is a faithfcl transcription of the handwritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of God, E'a"ihe S~olsnus Cssey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Rev. Chcrles Dillen, c.i.c.rn. 
Notarius 



1953, Sept. 17 
The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
o r i g i n a l  by  t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  So lanus  Casey ,  O.F.M, Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
H u n t i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a  

B l e s s e d  b e  God! 
I n  a l l  H i s  d e s i g n s .  

S e p t .  1 7 t h  1953 

God b l e s s  you Mrs* Mary Polack--you and  y o u r s .  
Thanks b e  t o  God t h a t  t h e  c r i m e  you w r i t e  a b o u t  d i d  n o t  
l e a d - - a s  is  o f t e n  t h e  c a s e - - t o  t h e  a c t u a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d ,  worse 
c r i m e  and c l i m a x  of i n s a n i t y .  To g i v e  way t o  b i t t e r n e s s  a t  
s u c h  a f a l l - - s u c h  a  m i s f o r t u n e ?  and  e s p e c i a l l y  when acknow- 
l e d g e d  on t h e  b o r d e r  of d e s p a i r ! !  ....... t o  s u i c i d a l  danger!? 

J e s u s ,  who was i n f i n e t e l y  more d e e p l y  o f f e n d e d  b e  (by )  
t h e  c r ime  o f  t h e  poor a d u l t r e s s  b e f o r e  Him t h a n  e v e r  p h a r i s e e  
c o u l d  be o r  even  husband g i v e s  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  For v e r y  shame 
o f  s u c h  a n  o f f e n s e  t o  common H e  would s e e m  t o  s e e k  e s c a p e  
from d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  p a r i s e e s  of s o  d e l i c a t e  

( u n f i n i s h e d  l e t t e r )  



1953,  Sept. 24 

The f o l l o w i n g  is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the h a n d w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  
by t h e  S e r v a n t  of G o d ,  Fa the r  So lanus  Casey,  0.F .M. Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Route 8 

Hunt ington,  Indiana 

Sept. 24th 
1953 Blessed be God 

I n  a l l  H i s  d e s i g n s .  

God bless you Mr. Frank M.  Foran--you and y o u r s .  
Many t h a n k s  f o r  your a p p r e c i a t e d  f a v o r  o f  a  week a g o ,  which 
on ly  just now I got t o  read--as i t  was striking 10 P.M. 
G l o r y  be t o  God! 

9 / 2 5 / 5 3 .  To-day My associate i n  the S e r a p h i c  Miss ion 
work t e l l s  m e  he w r o t e  

( u n f i n i s h e d )  



( ~ n f i r d  shed) 



1953, November 7 

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f ~ l  t r a w c r l p t i o n  of  t h e  t y p e w r i t t e n  o r i g -  
i n a l  by t he  Servant  of ccd, Faci~er Soldnus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

lcie s!lrel=/- sppat 'n i .ae  with you 3 . ~ 6  yccn f mil7 unde r  
4 %  be gocsiSle -- - your  p e c u l i a r  a f f l i c t i o n ,  Wou14 

t ha t  soze of 3 0 ~  folks hav5 no6 be22 ~ oinz t o  he 
hgl? Sacranent.3 as teg shoui2  sr ncc a t a l l ?  Sore  
y e a s  5go i n  De tzo i t  a gcung girl - 15 - was brought  
t o  our  f r o n t - a o o r  c u r b - s t o n e  t iho hls-l, bean s n s e z i n g  
for f i v e  days. She w s s  3lrea2g mcl~usc i -ou . s  and t h e  

0 d o c t o r s  had given he r  onl;-r 2a hc7:rs r u r t - h e r  t o  l i v e  
if remedy f a i l e d =  I askarri t t5c a: jo~. t  therr Eastqr 
Ddut;7. The c h i l d r e n  ha2 been pins regu la r ly  bu t  
t h e  mother had 30% been t o  can i ' eus ion  f o r  f i v e  
y e a r s  and the Fatker  since he c 2 . r ~  P o r n  E u r o p e  
t h i r t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  They c a . e  '32x2 t h e  next 

t i  morning r e p o r t i z g :  ... S t i l l  s n e e z i n g  and s t i l l  
11 xeaker .  We e n s o l l s d  her a aecozd cine in the  

Ser ,  Mass A s s o s i a t i o n  a 3 6  t h e  paren25 >r=~isteC 
they would ~~a'2c.e t h e i r  confessign t h i s  PIXe 



1953, Nov. 25 

The f o l l o w i n g  is a f a  i t h f u l .  t ransc>:  ipt i on  of t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  
by the S e r v a n t  of  God, Father Sn:anus Casey, O,F,M, Cap. 

S t .  F e l i x  F r i a r y  
Hunt ing ton ,  Ind iana  

Nov. 25 th  
1953 

Blessed b e  God 
i n  a l l  His des igns .  

God b l e s s  you P a t r i c k  G a i n e r .  Many thanks  f o r  your 
f a v o r  of s e v e r a l  weeks ago.  P l e a s e  pardon de lay .  I p ray  
f o r  your good w i l l  and f o r  God's h o l y  guidance  i n  r e g a r d  
t o  the important s t e p  you have been c o n s i d e r i n g .  I a m  s u r e  
t h a t  if you go t o  the h o l y  sacraments  f r e q u e n t l y  and 
e a r n e s t l y ,  God w i l l  n o t  l e t  you go a s t r a y .  

( u n f i n i s h e d )  



Rov. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.rn. 
Notarius 339 



3lesssi be Sod in a11 
i s  designs ! 

//? 
,? L /*k,& -.& &((:L 4. i.. ---.-.---...---.̂ -.-.- "*.-..---"---..-- 
Rev. Chaxies Dil!en, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius -390 



1954,  January 12 

. e 

The following is a fait!.,ful i-rn;~scrx?rro;: 0 2 t h ~  typewritten orig- 
inal by the Servant of God, ti'athzr S o l a ~ t r s  Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

God bless you Father Aabrose FJ D e a  9ev, Coalrere, 
6 ~ 4  b l ~ s s  you and yours  these d37s a t  o z c e  o f  God ' s  
grea t  mercy and o f -  s ~ p r ~ r n e l y  t r ag i c ,  i n  terr:a t ioaz. l  

7 histoyy. It was o n l y  las t  c i g h t  that I s o t  t o  r a s d  
ycur  p a t h e t i c  l e t t e -  of a few days s p .  Whg s g o l o -  
g i ze  f o r  such a l e t t e r ?  I wrote p o o r ,  ?SEX- 3r. 2 h d .  
some aont 'ns back brtt never  hew6 f m ~  l:i:!. I am 
sencXng you herewith a  copy o f  a " r h p e  letter" which 
I hope2 would help him; b u t  l i k e  my cwn Be-J, Fr. 
(PUUrice) Joachim, O.3.M. C a n  - t e n  mcnths a novicz - 
t o  whcm. t he  ssm was o r i G h a i f y  ~ ~ ' l t t e i ;  ( L i k z  E ' r , )  

'7 he probably dic! n o t  a g p r e c l z t e ,  J- wss hc;r.IIy stir- 
~ r i s e c  o r  d isapointed a t  receiuia~ no r a s g a n s e .  
N o w ,  howe-~e r ,  we s h l l  t r y  sonethizg else xhich 1 
t r u s t  w i l l  work s o m t h i n g  tov&rds b r i x g i n g  o u t  t h s  
b l e s s i n g  c o n t a i n e d  i n  Evary c r o s s  eve r7  bc- 
r e a e m e n t .  I m i n s c r i 3 i n y  Ps. Fred,  in the list 
of o u r  "ezergency cases"  which Ycanks be t o  G5d 
has  surptised ... in more than one exz~ple. Buf 
z e i t h e r  i s  t h 9  f o r e g o i n g  anywh2re t h ?  lixiit o r  
climax o f  o u r  suggestions. I an sure t h a  fallow in^ 
details of iay Rev. B r o t h e r ' s  case w i l l  a ~ d t  t h e  o u t -  
come thereor" w i l l  o f f e r  you and your p o o r d e a r  
Mother azd friends e x a n p l e  a t  once and e n c o u r a g e r e n t  
n o t  t o  say as I hope it w i l l  ascred 'confidence. 

/Unfinished D r a f  ti' - - 



The fo l lowing  is a f a i t h f u l  tzanscri.pt:ion of  a photo copy of  
Handwritten messages :::I t h e  hack  of  ~ h c t o g r a p h s  by the  
Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M,Cap. 

( ON A PHOTO OF HIMSELF ) 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  de s igns  ! 
To know God i s  t o  love  Him. To se rve  God i s  
t o  r e i g n  wi th  H i m .  But,  ? ! Thy d i g n i t y  ! 
Thy exce l l ence ,  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e !  
Q. And Q ! Bluepr in t  - purpose sublime ? 
A. I f  g r a t i t u d e  is  the  ve ry  f i r s t ,  s u r e s t  i n d i -  

c a t i o n  of i n t e l l e g e n c e ,  what God s e e s  f i r s t :  

NAGNIFCAT ANIMA DOMINUM 
God made nle t o  know H i m ,  0  what a b l e s ' d  aim! 
To love  H i m  and se rve  H i m  s u r e  r e s t s  i n  t h e  same. 
I t ' s  heaven begun - f o r  t he  g r a t e f u l  - on e a r t h !  
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t  ! ! h i g h e s t  heaven i t s  worth. 

How l i t t l e  is  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  mor ta l s  t h i s  s i d e  of 
Heaven t o  a p p r e c i a t e  our  holy  Fa i th !  o r  t o  be Fu l ly  
g r a t e f u l  f o r  i t s  b l e s s i n g s ,  - i t s  ou t s t and ing  
exce l l ence .  

B l e s s t d  be God! f o r  my p a s t  4 and 80 yea r s  - a s  a l s o  
f o r  S is ter  Death i n  h e r  pa t i ence  i f  t he  B 1 .  God add 
o t h e r  day  o r  o t h e r  decades , . , F r ,  Solanus O.F,M.Cap. 

P,S. Our f a i t h  - r e l i g i o n !  The sc i ence  of  our  happy 
dependence on God and our  neighbor - of  our  

l i v i n g  i n  His grace and dying i n  His Love. 

( ON A PHOTO OF ST. THERESE.) 

From the  o r i g i n a l  nega t ive  now i n  posses s ion  of  
undersigned C . C . L .  - a Carmeli te  I11 Order man 

V i g i l  of Assumption 
Blessed be God i n  a l l  His des igns  ! 

C.C.LINSTROTH 
3940 G a r f i e l d  S t .  
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

God b l e s s  you Brother  Leo. This  i s  genuine: 
from t h e  above C.C.L. h imsel f  - he re  t h i s  a . m .  
o ld  f r i e n d  ou r s  i n  Minneapolis .  Fr .  Solanus,  Cap. 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  tr.amcri.ptdcrn of  $kc typed draft of the Servant 
. . 

o f  God, 2 a t h e r  Solanus  C z s ~ ; ~ ,  C, 2'. _. C t q ,  

Almighty and X t e r n a l  F a t h e r ,  God o f  ':/isdon and 
mercy, Whose oower exceeds a11  f o r c e  o f  arms 
andTHhose p r o t e c t i o n  i s  t h e  s t r o n g  defense  o f  
a l l  who t r u s t  I n  Thee; il:-n_lighten snd d i r e c t  we 
beseech Thee t h o s e  who b e a r  t h e  heavy responsi-  
b i l i t y  o f  government tl?roug'ilout t h e  world t h e s e  
days of  s t r e s s  and t r i a l .  Grant them t h e  s t r e n g t h  
t o  s t a n d  f i r m  f o r  what is r igh t  ai?d the sull t o  
d i s p e l  t h e  f e a r s  t a a t  d i sco rd ;  i l l s p i r e  them t o  be 

o f  t h e  h o r r o r s  of  atomic war f o r  and 
vanquished a l i k e ,  t o  sesk c o r e i l i a t i o n  ic trraCi 
and p a t i a c e .  70 s e e  i n  every ma-i? a b r o t h e r  - 
t h a t  t h e  people of  a l l  n a t i o n s  mey, i n  t:?is o u r  
day,  enjoy t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of  a j u s t  axd l a s t i c g  
peace. Conscience o f  o u r  ovm uizwcrthiness, we 
emplore mercy on a sinful world in t h e  Xane 
o f  Thy Divine  Son, t h e  Priilce o f  Yeace, and 
t h o u &  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  3 s  Jj lessed 1Gothe.r 
and a l l  t h e  S a i n t s .  2ueen o f  A l l  S a i z t s ,  Pray  f o r  u s .  

Queen of t h e  " o l j  S o s a g ,  P ray  f o r  u s .  
Queen o f  Peace: pra;. f o r  us. 

(Yay be a copy from o t h e r  sources . )  



Yen. Sister Kary Dianne. 'i32OO Gak Park S i v e ,  Oak Park,  nXch. 

God b l e s s  ywj. Vc-1. SisterliCaxy D i a m e .  God b l e s s  you and your s  
t h e s e  u a s e t t l e d  days - as. o u r  Sezutiful d i o s e s i m  Praye r  f o r  Peace 
n o t e s  - days o f  s t r e s s  and t r i a l .  Indeed theg  a r e  days ~t once of  
t k r e a t e n i n g  forebodings  acd - n o t  only dzys but  decades t o o  abounding 
in outstandi;.ig n a l l i f e s t i o z . ~  02:' God's merciful Goo&ess arid Power and 
i n f i n i t e  J i sdom and 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m 
Notarius "4-4 



1 3 5 4 ,  May 4 

' X e s s e d  be God i n  a l l  Z i s  des igzs!  

Xr. E h i l i p  L e s l i e .  1929 E. Palm Xane Phoej?ix Arizona. 

God b l e s s  you and yours .  

I was pleased t o  r ece ive  ymr p e t h e t i c  corriu:@Lcatior;. I r e g r e t  ( i a  a ivay) 
t h a t  I.? i s  imposs ib le  t o  go i - to  d e t a i l s  such a s  2 l s t t e r  of tk,zt nature 
and gravity- would n a t u r a l l y  hope f o r .  ?:owever, 'Jod kas  give:.? ;.ox per?mps 
more t:ial~ ord inery  f a i t h  and i - f i te l l igwce.  If t h a t  be ti2e casf: a s  i s  
probable,  t h e i ~  i t  ou.&t no t  t o  be too  hard  f o r  yoa t o  a d j u s t  a x l  eva lua te  
and t o  r e a d j u s t  t h e  temporal and tke e t exza l ,  1 a n  cestzi5L.y p leased  wi th  
yaw. l e t t e r  i n  g e c e r a l ,  a rd  i t  would lcok  k~ope fu l  t k a t  your  ;irzxiel s 
i n f l u e m e  on you w i l l  be f o r  good. ?ever  Kc.eless it  s e e m  t o  n e  i f  he wera 
e a r z e s t  about t h s  oze t h i n g  t k a t  ought t o  hz first ic avery thA:-iker's kead, 
ke  would h o w  larzg before t h i s  where t o  look f o r  ai~c', t o  fird, t h e  pezce t h a t  
i s  t h e  l i f e  a.-d t h e  heavec of every ~ a t i c c a l  c r e a t u r e ,  v5e; he would know 
p o s i t i v e l y  by this time, something o f  t k e  g r e a t e s t  s c i e m e  of a l l  ages and 
p l a c e s  and would apprec i a t e  i t  a s  t h e  very l i f e  of h i s  ~ 0 ~ 3 ,  



1954, September 4 
. - .  

1957, February 1 1  

The following is a faithful transcription of 
photo.copies of handwritten messages written 
on Seraphic Mass Association card and holy 
pictures by the Servanr of God, Father Solanus 
Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

(to Mr. Phil L'Esperance ) 

St. Felix, Huntington, Ind. 

Poor Holy Souls in Purgatory - - -  
Sept. 4th, 1954 

Fr. Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Pleased be God. 

2/11/57 Appearance of Mary Immac, Queen and 
Mother of Missionaries and of 

Promoters of the Missions 
Pray for our missions 

and appreciation of our 
Christ-like work and 
Privileges ! ! 

Congratulations Dear Friends on the grace of 
your perseverance. God bless you and all yours. 

Capuchin Fathers 
and Missionaries 

% F r .  Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Bles 'd be Jesus ! Now and forever! 

Glory be to God! 

Fr. Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Originals in possession of: 

Mr. Phil Lt~sperance 
19820 Jerome St. Apt. # 2 2 3  
Roseville, M'I. 48066 

r i ! / 

i '  , , : : , i , i <  ' >%. ,..,......-.,,. 4 ,.-- -:22 .-.--- --î  

Rev. Chaxles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 
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c. 1954, Septexiber 9 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  k ~ m z ~ r I ~ 1 1 i 5 . 1 3 : ~  r:? S L E  !:ia;:dl:.ritten o r i g i n a l  by 
t h e  Servant  of God, F a t h e r  SoZa:liis Caoey, O.F.14. Sap .  

L~UTOGRAPH ON 

st .  

Dos T C - @ ~  

BACK OF A P H O T ~  

F e l i x ,  Huntington, Ind .  
Sept .  9 t h  1954 

Blessed be God ir a l l  H i s  des igns .  
God b l e s s  you Dear F a t h e r  Venant ius .  

many thanks f o r  your  p r a c t i c a l  rernernberance 
of  o u r  J u b i l e e  h e r e  J u l y  24. 
God w i l l i n g ,  I s u r e l y  hope t o  s e e  you have 
t h a t  p r i v i l e g e d  d i s t i n c t i o n  I n  j u s t  a 
few y e a r s  more - your se l f  
and F r .  B o ~ i f a c e  . . . . Glory be t o  God! 
We c e r t a i i n y  had a  happy - i n  a  way - 
an  unique c e l e b r a t i o n .  

0u.r Monastery Chapel of  course  
was too  smal l  f o r  a q - t h i n g  of t h a t  k ind .  
Thanks be t o  God - and t o  our two neighbor - 
p a s t o r s  we had an i d e a l  set-up . . . . 
Solemn Mass i n  S t .  Nary - Irish P a r i s h  with 
a  German P a s t o r  - IiTLiller - and t h e  di lvler  - 
breakfas t  (abou-c 303) i n  SS. Pe te r  and P a u l ' s  
School Au.di tor im - F a t h e r  S c M t z  t h e  P a s t o r .  
The two have a  High School  t o g e t h e r  . . . . 
One could orJy  wonder a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h e r e  
mani fes t  - commuaion of  s a i n t s .  
. . . . P1. pardon b r e v i t y  - 10 40 p.m. 

F r .  Solanus,  O.F.M.C. 

2 I i I  ; 14. A-,,L& &(&&LA/ 
---.,.-......,.......--.\-r 

Rev. Charles Dilfen, c.i.c.m- 
Notarius 
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1954, December 28 

The fol lowing is a faithEu2 Ctrmc:aiptiis!r (4; 6 4 ~  h a ~ < d u s ~ t t e n  and typed 
o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God,  F s t h ~ r  Solanus Casey, 0 .F.M. Cap. 

ST. FELXX FRIARY Dec 22 - ' 5 4  Blessed be God i n  all H i s  des igns .  
Huntington, Indiana 

Plr. James A,  Car r ico  
South Bend, Ind. 

God b l e s s  you Brother  Carr ico .  God b l e s s  you and yours t hese  days - a t  
once, o f  t h rea t en ing  forbogings and of  ~ o d ' s  ou t s t and ing  mercies.  I am 
n o t  a t  all s u r p r i s e d  a t  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  you have been meeting wi th  i n  
t h e  cause of  Ven. Mother Mary of J e s u s  de Agreda. 

I f  "To know God i s  t o  love ~ i m " ,  and i f ,  "Ta t o  s e rve  God i s  t o  r e i g n  
wi th  HIM". then who can doubt t h e  s m e ,  because o f  ~ a r y ' s  nearness  and 
dearness  and l i keness  t o  God t h a t  i n  every  ca re ,  so ou t s t and ing  - who can 
doubt - t h a t  t h e  same, knowing and s e r v i n g  he r ,  holds good? Hence we ought 
t o  be ready f o r  ought t o  expect  such d i a b l i c a l  oppos i t i on ,  even from sources 
whence l e a s t  expected - - . . "Courage i s  h a l f  the  bat te" .  Keep i t  up. 
I f  Confidence i n  God - the  sou l  of  courage - i s  v i c t o r y  assured .  Let  us f o s t e r  
it i n  every way and p ray  f o r  i t  - always for an inc reese  of  f a i t h  and 
confidence and o f  reverence for ~ o d "  holy  se rven t s  and se rv i ce .  Kou l i t t l e  
i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f a r  poor mor ta l s  t o  app rec i a t e ,  t h i s  s i d e  of  heaven! 
Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs! 

As much as I have read  of  your poe t i c  r e n d i t i o n  of The Myst ical  City of  
God, 1 have found i n t e r e s t i n g  and i n v i t i n g .  I c e r t a i n l y  would l i k e  t o  go 
through the  whole of i t .  

Dec. 29 th  
I n  my cond i t i on  end i n  my present  c ircumstances,  

however, t h a t  would be q u i t e  o u t  of the quest ion.  I s t a r t e d  t h e  above l a s t  
n igh t  when a machine of t h i s  kind would no t  be t o l e r a t e d .  Thanks be t o  God 
for the  exper ience  and, Glory be to  Gad f o r  a decidedly  improvement i n  t h e  
out look.  

What fol lows now will, a t  f i r s t  a t  l e a s t  be d i sapo in t ing .  i t s  regard ing  
t h a t  s a id - tobe  master piece by the  acknowledged genius Michelangelto: "The 
Fall . . ." .  For n a t u r e  minds and f o r  souls  p e r f e c t l y  wi thout  concupiscence; . . . . . Well? For my p a r t ,  X never l i k e d  the  p i c t u r e .  I have never bel ieved 
i t  more than  t o l e r a t e d  by - the  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A t  a f i r s t  glance 
at t h e  work I would conclude: "It is more work of a genius than t h a t  of a 
s a i n t .  I n  the  f i r s t  p lace  is it h i s t o r a c a l ,  t h a t  i t  should be a masterpiece? 
I do n o t  t h ink  so. 

The sacred  Hi s to r i an ,  (Genesis XI-), assures u s  t h a t  the ve ry  first 
t h ing  ou r  poor, dea r  F i r s t  Pa ren t s ,  Adam & Eve d i d ,  a f t e r  t h e i r  s i n  of 
disobedience,  was to  make aprons f o r  themselves, - e v i d e n t l y  t o  avoid 
gfving scandal .  Here fol lows the e x a c t  d e s c r i p t i o n :  "...and she  took of  the  
f r u i t  t he reo f ,  and d id  eat, and gave t o  her  husband wha d id  eat. 7 And 
the  eyes of them both were opened : 2 ~ d  when they  perceived themss!ves t o  
be nnked, they sewed toge the r  f i g  leaves, and m l d c  t h ~ m s e l v e s  aprons ." 



Page 2 .  1954, December 28 

Shame Michebangelo on such a rnasterprlece! KO doubt you were a genius  
in your hobby and d i d  much t o  be rdmired. I would l ike  t o  hope you were 
wont t o  r e c e i v e  the Holy Sacraments more a?p rec i a t iveJy  than not  a few 
of our  genius ekesc t he se  days.  Z pray t h a t  yau a r e  i n  Heaven and i f  no t ,  
t h a t  you may soon be the re .  Wherever o r  whatever any of  u s  be, i t  seems 
t o  me the l e a s t  we ought t o  do f o r  such a work, no twi ths tanding  i t s  
weaknesses, and fcr those - ought-tobe dear ones i t  r e p r i s e n t s  - the  l eas t  
w e  could do, and which would poss ib ly  liberate t h e  a r t i s t  himself from 
Purgatory - would be t o  r e l i e v e  their present worse than boor ish  appearance 
by presen t ing  them each wi th  an h i s t o r i c a l  Eig-leaf-apron. Bel iev ing  i n  

I1  the dogma: The Camunion of Sa in ts" ,  such a move, I th ink  though so 
simple i n  i t s e l f ,  would a f fo rd  much relief to sou l s  i n  Purgatory and 
annually t o  thousands of  p i lgr ims  and t u r i s t s  who otheswlse would hardly 
c a r e  t o  r e t u r n  aga in  t o  the  o therwise  famous S i s t i n e  Chapel. 

S i n c e r e l y  Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr. Solarkus, O.F.M. Cap. 
Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns .  

Original i n  pas ses s i an  of :  

James A. Car r ico  
63760 U. S. 31 ,  S. 
South Bend, Indiana 46614 

Bm. @SraIes Diiien, c.Lc.m. 
Notariua 349 



1904 .31essed be $02 1-2 e l l  :.*is des igas !  1954 

h s w e r .  - 
" J o d  m ~ d e  n e  to b o w  ILim. G !  ;Vb?,at, 2 b l e s l d  aim! 
To l o v e  3 - 3  and s e r v e  ::im S u r e  r e s t s  ii? t k e  same. 

I ts  - , e a ~ e n  Seguii - f o r  - T:;e gr"e te fx1  - on e a r t h .  
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g k t  ! ! ! 3 & e s t  ;:eaver i t s  YortB. 

(a?! God !iimself t:nz f k m l  P r i z e . )  

Ju.1;~ 24, 1954 Goldex Jubilee of m y  G r d i n a t i w  t o  t k e  P r i e s thood  
i ev .  So lenus  Casey 0.F.I':. CapuciqLi ' u i t i a g t o n  Ind ianz  

Artother messzge on i, J u b i l e e  c s r d  by t h e  Se rvan t  o f  Sod, 2 a t h e r  Solanu-s Casey, 
O.3l.TL. Cap. 

To h o w  God i s  t o  love 3im. Yo s e r v e  Cod i s  t o  r e i g r  vcti? God. 
i e l i g i o - 1  i s  the s c i e n c e  o f  all s c i e 2 c e  - t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  s av ing  sou l s .  
Grac t ing  t h t  every r a t i o m l  c r e a t u r e  i s  $is om 1 s t  neighbor  
";3eligion i s  the s c i e n c e  of o u r  lieppx depe~ ide l ce  on God and o u r  
iieig!?bor1' 

july 24, 1954 Soltlen J u b i l e e  of my Grd ina t ion  t o  t l ' e  P r i e s tnood  
liev. 3 o l a n ~ s  Casey C .?.I.:. Capuckki T r .  Solanus O.Z.Li. Czp. 

y! 1 . .  
w L L,--* : " ,/ ,. (..*~/c.i. 

cc....--...-.--..- * -.-....... '*-%.h. .... v . . . ~  ---... 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.Lc.m.,, 



ST. FELIX 'rl-XP9Y. Jezusry 30 th  1955. 3 l e s s e d  be God iil a l l  Z i s  d e s i g m !  

Birntingt on, I n d i a m  

Ten. S i s t e r  E a r y  BemAce, G .  I-'. S t .  Andrew1 s Convert ,  Gra:id a a p i d s ,  I'hick. 

God b l e s s  you S i s t e r  Kary 3erni.22. Sod b l e s s  ;.ou and yours  t h e s e  days - 
a t  o r c e  - days of tiweatexxing forebodeings  znd. God1 s ou t s t and ing  merc ies .  
God. b l e s s  o u r  poor ,  modern Humanity, with a l l  i t s  wonderful g i f t s ;  but  t oo ,  
a l a s !  w i t h  i t s  innwnerable weaknesses and i t s  s p p s l l i n g  a b s u r d i t i e s ;  
a the ism,  t h e  c h i e f  2nd unholy parerit  of t h e m l l .  

J e a r  S i s t e r  3e rn i ce :  I read  your  l e t t e r  over  a g a i n  this Norning and 
s u r e l y  do synpathize with you and w i t h  t h e  many, t h e s e  days whose c i rcva-  
s t a n c e s  and c o n d i t i o n s  seem t o  c a l l f o r t h  l amen ta t ions  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  your- 
own. I ' d  l i k e  t o  answer the= each one i n  G e t a l l  if t h a t  were p o s s i b l e ,  I 
think I ' v e  s t a r t e d  t o  axswer >ours  - t h s  of  J a n .  16 th  a t  l e a s t  a h a l f  dozen 
t imes .  I am g l a d  t o  k e b r  from you, evefi though t h e  t o n e  of your  l e t t e r  i s  
anyth ing  but  t o o  b r i g h t .  It only  co~iv-inces me more and n o r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
soxe th ing  I am i n c l i n e d  t o  c a l l  d r a s t i c ,  s h o r t l y  aheaa o f  us. One t h i n g  i s  
c e r t a i n ,  i f  t h e s e  z r e  t h e  days of  a n t i c h r i s t  a s  i t  seems t o  be more and more 
t e n d i n g  t o  a g e n e r a l  conv ic t ion  t h a t  nay; t hen  we must be on our  guard 
a g s i n s t  being scanda l i zed ;  f o r  i t  s e e m  t o  me t h a t  i t  i s  most e s p e c i a l l y  t o  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  anf , ichr i s t  and h i s  agen t s  t h z t  J e s u s  r e f e r s  i n  Z J i s  ackxonition: 

'5eware of dcendals :  f o r  i t  i s  Eecessary  t h a t  s canda l s  come. TTevertheless, 
woe t o  t h a t  msn by whom t h e  scanda l  coneth.lf S t .  3e-rnard t h e  outstanciing 
J o c t o r  of t h e  Church of t h e  e l even th  century was wont t o  exhor t  t h e  people 
of  i.is day, e s p e c i a l l y  a g z i n s t  t a k i n g  scandal :  "Since t h e  C r u c i f i x i o n  o f  
Jv-sus C h r i s t ,  "he  would admonish, "it i s  neve r  r ee sonab le  t o  t a k e  scandal." . . . . . .All! 3ecsuse  froin t h a t  c l imax of s canda l  God. saved ;iumanity - decre- 
ed 2 e a v e n 1 s  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  Glory be t o  God! ... Asce t i c  w r i t e r s  always 
s t r e s s  o p e m e s s  and c o n f i d e ~ c e  mi th  o u r  sv.periors a s  w i t h  t h o s e  r ep re sen t -  
ing o r  t e k i n g  God's p l a c e  ir o u r  r ega rds .  

A s  f o r  " r e l i g i o ~ s ~ ~  i n  :, ~ o r n ~ x i i t y  who p e r s i s t  i n  r e f l ~ s i n g  t o  speak t o  
member of t h e  c o ~ m u n i t y  because o f  some p e t t y  o f f e n s e  o r  d i s l i k e  ? ! The 
ve ry  f a c t  of such  example would i n  my opin ion  i ~ d i c a t e  a s  a r u l e ,  PLTIFcTL 
n a r o m e s s .  P a t i e n c e  i n  such c a s e s  and p r a y e r  f o r  convers ion  of  s i n n e r s  - 
always i n c l u d i n g  one1 s e l f  - c h z r i t y  beg in r ing  a t  kome. In this way we 
can h e l p  J e s u s  i n  H i s  g r e a t  purpose o f  conver t ing  and redeemi3g Humanity. 

/ 

Bev. Chafes Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 
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Page 2.  

. - ~e:?. S i s t e r  Karjjr Ber-lice,  C. P. 

However, t h e r e  i s  such a  t l i ing  a s  " r ed  comunism" s t e a l i n g  i n t o  
convents  and monasterys.  Very c l e v e r  young men have been knowen t o  
o f f e r  themselves a s  cand ida t e s  f o r  t h e  Order  who have turned  o u t  a f t e r  
months - socletime a f t e r  y e a r s  - t o  have been no th ing  more than  s e c r e t  
promoters  of  uulrest  and r e d  conmuvrism. Such cand ida t e s ,  I have hea rd  
of  and i n  one c s s e  st l e z s t  have l a o m  t o  show themselves very  c l e v e r  
and experienced and n a t u r a l l  y  o l d e r  t nan  r e a l  promising cand ida t e s  - 
s a y  i n t h e i r  l a t e  20s o r  even middle 30s,  and of course  n o t  t o o  f e r v e n t  
a t s l ,  even t h o  a t  t h e  same keeping  t h e  f a i r l y  t o  t h e  l e t t e r ,  O f  
course ,  t o  suspec t  anyone d e f i n i t e l y  n i t h o u t  a c ~ n s c i e n c e  observzncs 
and p r a y e r ,  i s  a r a t h e r  dangerous course .  Heve r the l e s s  s e l f p r e s e r v a -  
t i o n  a sd  " c h a r i t y  beginning a t  homett, where r i g h t 1  ordered  C h a r i t y  
a lways  must begia ;  s u p e r i o r s  e s p e c i a l l y  a r e  expected t o  be on t h e  
e l e r t  concerning any s u b j e c t  who p e r s i s t s  i n  r e f u s i c g  tospeak t o ,  o r  
a s s o c i a t e  .with any o t h e r  member o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  fami ly .  

Xoping t h a t  t h i s  may be s a t i s f a c t o q  and r e g s s t t i n g  having k e p t  
you. w a i t i n g  s o  l o n g ,  I hope "i r e ~ a i n ,  

S i n c e r e l y  your s  i n  C h r i s t  
-n d r .  S o l a n l ~ . ~ ,  0.F.X. Cap. 

Glo ly  be t o  God! 

Copy of  l e t t e r  i n  posses s ion  of:  

S i s t e r  Be rn ice  Botwinski ,  O.P. 
Xarywood Convent 
2025 P u l t o n  S t .  Eas t .  
Grand 3 a p i d s ,  XI. 49503 i ) b \-  i f  )&hi\, _._U1..__.._...__...".--.~-- 

Rev, Charles m f I ~ g  ci.c.m, 
Notarius 352 



1955, March 20 

- .  
The fo l lowing  is a roiLhr 'u i  trassczi?tion of a  photo copy 
of messages w r i t t e n  on Seraphic  14ass Assoc ia t ion  ca rds  by 
the  Servant  of God,  Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.kf.Cap. 

J ack  Bicke l  - 
f o r  speedy recovery,  God w i l l i n g ,  
body and s o u l  and every  way - 
March 20th - 1955 

F r .  Solanus 0.F.M.Cap. 

God b l e s s  J . B .  Shake o f f  exces s ive  worry. Of fe r  a l l  t o  God. 
Fr .  Solanus,  

1957, March 17 

( o t h e r  card t o  a M r .  Hoffa ) 

What i s  Rel ig ion?  Ah! The sc i ence  of Heaven come 
down t o  Ear th :  The sc i ence  of our  happy dependenc on God 
and one ano the r ,  t he  s c i ence  whereby Almighty God makes 
men l i k e  t o  Himself ,  v i z .  - men co-operat ing wi th  the  grace  
of God. 

Apr. '57. ~ l e s ' d  be God i n  a l l  His des igns!  
God b l e s  geu HogTa -- -- 

Real busy men are  n o t ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  t oo  r e l i g i o u s .  The Lord 
who d i ed  f o r  u s ,  however, w i l l  always f i n d  something good - 
t h e  busyes t  i f  a t  l e a s t  now and then ,  they  hsve a  h e a r t  
f o r  His poor.  

* i ;  , .  i / 
...... &.: .....- L:-L."rm:-".: .-.... :-:.--4--- ,. - '- \- 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.~. 
Notarius 



The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  handwr i t t en  
message by t h e  Se rvan t  of God Fr.  Solanus Case.r, 0. F. M. Cap. 

R a t i o n a l  Crea ture :  
Thy Ex i s t ence?  Thy ~ e s t i n y !  

But 0 t o o  Thy r e s p o n s a b i l i t y ?  
Answer 1st. 
Glory t o  ~ o d !  I a m  what I am ------ 
God made m e  t o  know Him.  - - - - 

O! what a b l e s s e d  aim ! - - - 
To love  H i m  and s e r v e  H i m ?  - - - 

Sure rests i n  t h e  same: 

~ t ' s  Heaven begun, --- f o r  t h e  
G r a t e f u l  --- on E a r t h  

To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t  ! ? ! 
Highest  Heaven i t s  worth.  

(Th i s  poem i s  h i s  own composi t ion.)  

The fo l lowing  i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of an autograph by t h e  
Servant  of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, O.F.M.Cap., w r i t t e n  on h i s  
p i c t u r e  be fo re  t h e  Gro t to  of our  Lady: 

Glory be t o  God! How l i t t l e  is  i t  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  we be p r o p e r l y ,  G r a t e f u l  t o  H i m !  

F r .  Solanus 

Pray f o r  h i s  f u r t h e r  convers ion .  

Rev. Charles Dillen. s.i.c.m. 
Notcrius 



c .  1956, March 22 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  o r i -  
g i n a l  by  t h e  S e r v a n t  o f  God, F a t h e r  S o l a n u s  Casey,O. F. M. Cap. 

S t .  Bonaventure  Monastery  
B l e s s e d  be  God i n  a l l  H i s  d e s i g n s .  

Capuchin F a t h e r s  
1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Avenue 

D e t r o i t  7 ,  Michigan 

Mrs. B e t t y  Koppl in  
Milwaukee, Wiscons in  

God b l e s s  you M r s .  Koppl in .  

Many thanks  f o r  your k i n d  f a v o r  of March 22nd j u s t  no ted .  
We a r e  e n r o l l i n g  your  f r i e n d s  a s  r e q u e s t e d  i n  t h e  S e r a p h i c  Mass 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and do  hope f o r  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s .  Where t h e r e  i s  
r e a l  F a i t h  and c o n f i d e n c e  i n  God -- t h e r e  i s  no such  t h i n g  a s  a 
h o p e l e s s  c a s e .  The g r e a t  t r o u b l e  w i t h  o u r  s t u p i d  humanity -- t o  
which we a l l  b e l c n g  -- i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  uncount-  
a b l e  p r o o f s  o f  God's wisdom and power and i n f i n i t e  goodness ,  a l l  a t  
o u r  

( u n f i n i s h e d )  

Notarius 



1356, October 6 

The following is a fai t ihful  S,rar.ecripticw. o f  t he  typed o r ig ina l  by 
t h e  Servant o f  God, FaLhc:. & l a m s  Case;-, C\,P.X. Cap. 

ST. BONAVBJTWS3 EJGNASTEEXY 

1740 &It. E l l i o t t  Avenile 

DETROIT 7, X I  CHI GAN 

October 6th, 1956 

Carsoa Stoze 

Blessed be God i n  

a l l  His designs, 

God b less  you Dear Erother Gabriel .  

God b less  you and yours these  days. 

The above name - Carsoa Stone - i s  tihe nane vie were t r y ing  t o  
thirik of this p a .  conring home f rom the  doc-lor's. It  was he  f r o n  
whom I received t h e  reinarkable l e t t e r  -that I have bee3 arlxious a- 
bout, and t h a t  has been on my mind and on ;11j conscience f o r  qui te  
a time. 

Let me first till you sornethLrsg about h i m  so t h a t  I have cmsc  e::cu;SI.~ 
f o r  anyone t o  be ashamed o f  himself ,  t o  say t h e  very l e a s t .  .... 
World War I1 was f i e r c e l y  on and t h e  crazy nazies  seen t o  have suc- 
ceeded i n  lanc?ing qui te  sone of their ass2ciates f o r  m?loymnt  i n  
Det ro i t ,  especia l ly  i n  t he  PIard Factor j .  . . . .You probably rermmber 
b e t t e r  than I do something of t h e  sensat ion throughout, when Carson 
Stone a s  Head Inspec te r  or" Azluaition Department f o r  that compaay, 
condemned a whole train-load of aruunition just-about t o  be s t a r t e d  rf9-i- 

over-seas. Following t ha t  and such in te r fe rence  on Stone 's  p a r t ,  
drew all-kind of threatening l e t t e r s  t o  Urn which he  semed t o  pay 
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

(unfinished d r a f t )  

jL&&&!:g2JA- 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



1956, November 9 

The following is a faithful transcri7tion of t h e  typed  original 
by t h e  S e r v a n t  of  C,dd, : ? J ~ ! I C ~  Sciarit:,. C L U L ~ ~ T ,  O.F.M. Cap. 

7, ,-c --7 -- -- -, - ! --, -,,- 
PAX 5 BOLWX a~.. L,LAAL ~.Q.-KJ-- 

T T r -  : ,, 7 4;11,L44Ja 

Nett.: Znc l l~ZeC 5 s  a 113:s $3  2 r i a . r ~  Secretary i n  3r. Solz3us '  
'nm~l, Write it ug as it O I L , - h $ t t  -- if y o 2  zm.  



The following i s  a f a i t n f u l  t ranscr ip t icn  of a handwritten note on an 
,::sr J~clx;-Tr Casey, 0 .F.N .Cap. envelope by the  Semazt of lGj'cn.. :.'%'- 

Enclosed check f o r  $20.30 f o r  ivkgr. Edward. 

(1% Father Solanus ' handnri t ing)  

Prom 3/1_7/5 7 

Mrs. Jam E'ellrath 
20.00 - exchange - 
~ o d 7 1 e s s  Mrs. Fe l l ra th .  
I surely hope her  heal th  nci.11 give D r .  favorable surpr ises .  

Pr .  Solanus, 
Pardon Time 

(on reverse s ide  of envelope Father Solanus has wri t ten the  following) 

Narch 17 - St .  Pa t r i ck ' s  - jus t  a s   lov vices were leaving f o r  Baraga - 
nevi novi t ia te  - Sad news of Pres.  &!agsaysay1 s tragedy? came t o  us .  . . . 
We can hardly do be t t e r  f o r  h in  than pray f o r  his cause, f o r  h i m  and f o r  
worthy successors - also f o r  conversion of h i s  unfortunate enemies. 

r'r. Solanus 



The following is  a f a i t h f u l  t ranscsipt im.  of  t he  typed original by 
the Servant of  God, Fathe? S o l m ~ s  Case$,  I=;,?.M. Cap. 

1740 N t .  E l l i o t t  Avenue 

DErnOIT 7, M I C E U G r n  

Blessed be God i n  a l l  designs. A p r i l  6th, 1957 

The Corcoran Publishing Company 
O.?. 174 
Albuquerque, New Uexi ca 

Ny dear Friends: 

God b less  you and yours these unsettled, thou& by the mercy 
of God, greately  privileged days. I am sure me a l l  here  a t  the 
Monastery hope tha t  things i n  general a t  l e a s t  a r e  going f a i r l y  
oiefl your way and with your business. 

I received not ice  f roa  your establishment several  years ago, 
anouncing your having taken over the publicatioa or" the divinely 
privileged - "inspired1' L i f e  of tlne B1. Virgin Nary; the Nysti- 
c a l  C i t y  of God. I hardly remenber the  par t icu la rs  of the s i t u -  
at ion a t  t i e  t ine  but I 've regretted since, ny comparative in- 
a c t i v i t y  i n  such a divin.ely privileged work. 

(unfinished d r a f t )  



1957, A p r i l  1 1 

The fo l lowing  is a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  typed 
o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Fr .  Solanus Casey O.F.M. Cap. 
(probably  t o  M r .  Edward and M r s .  Winifred Brand) 

ST. BONAVENTURE MONASTEKY 

CAPUCHIN FATHERS 

1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Avenue 

D e t r o i t  7 ,  Michigan 

A p r i l  11th 1957 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  His des ighns .  

God b l e s s  you M r s .  Winifred - E'd - Brand, 

God b l e s s  you and yours t hese  u n s e t t l e d  - tho ,  by the  
mercy of  God and f o r  men of f a i t h ,  most promising days. Many 
thanks f o r  your kind l e t t e r  and c h a r i t a b l e  p raye r s .  

I took t h a t  l i t t l e  conference i n  t he  r a i n  a s  a  decided 
p r i v i l e g e  and am conf iden t  t h a t  i n  ~ o d ' s  own good time i t  w i l l  
prove t o  have been a  f a c t o r  i n  the  cu re ing  and the  sav ing  the  
whole Man, your poor ly  dea r  Husband, Edward Brand. 

For my p a r t ,  I a m  no t  e x a c t l y  s u r p r i s e d  a t  so  l i t t l e  i f  
any apparent  r e s u l t s  from h i s  l i t t l e  v i s i t  h i t h e r  and s imple 
conference ;  This  e s p e c i a l y  s i n c e  M r .  Brand has a l r e a d y  been 
t o  s o  many sources of i n s t r u c t i o n  and of i n s p i r i n g  e d i f i c a t i o n ,  
Rome, Lourdes,  t he  Vatican,  t he  Pope, e t c ,  wi th  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  
- seemingly l i t t l e  o r  noth - seemingly a l l  i n  va in .  ...." 0 '  The 

7- 

depth  of  t he  r i c h e s  of the wisdom and of the  knowledge of God! 
How incomprehensable a r e  His judgements and how unsearchable  
His  ways!" ... Yes. the Gospel n a r a t i o n s  a r e  f u l l  of 
miraculous examples, of which the  h i s t o r y  of the  Church - inas-  
much as i t ' s  the  h i s t o r y  of  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n  of J e s u s  C h r i s t  - 
is  a p e r f u e t  con t inua t ion  of the  same Gospel Nara t ives ,  - f u l l  
o f  cu re s  and of  mi rac l e s ,  i t s e l f ,  as S t .  Augustin reminded the  
people 

(Unfinished d r a f t )  

REV. Charles Gillen, c.i.c.m, 
Notmius 

360 
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