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1913, December 25 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M.Cap. 

... Church of . . .  

The Sacred Heart  

f 

Shonnard P lace  

Yonkers, N. Y . ,  Christmas Day 1913 

Mrs. Margaret T. LaBoux 
Por t land ,  Oregon 

My Dear S i s t e r  M. meres@:-  

J u s t  a  few l i n e s  on t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  and b lessed  day t h a t  I wanted t o  
w r i t e  and have reach Por t land  t o  h ighten  your p leasure  and t h a t  of a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  on t h i s  same f e a s t .  Your welcome l e t t e r  a r r ived  here  about a 
week ago. Grace a l s o  wrote m e  about the  f o l k s  a t  home and s e n t  me a  copy 
of the  j u b i l e e  poem and songs. I expected some th ing  more To-day bu t  
nothing cane from west of t h e  Hudson. - Yes, one card came from Calvary 
Wis. from a now-zealous young s tuden t ,  John Campbell who had given up 
s tudying f o r  a  year  and a h a l f  and l i k e  Rev. Maurice who was ou t  f o r  20 
y r s .  now f inds  peace i n  s tudy  and prayer  aga in .  Thanks Be t o  God. I 
hope dea r  Margaret t h a t  you may succeed wi th  your copyright  p ropos i t i on  
and don ' t  f o r g e t  t o  send me a  copy. Now I must s c r i b e  a  few l i n e s  t o  
Bt. Augustine and i f  he be no t  wi th  you, you w i l l  s u r e l y  be ab le  t o  d i r e c t  
i t  t o  him. Now wishing you every b l e s s i n g  - Frank a l s o  of course and the  
ch i ld ren ,  Teresa, Franc is ,  e t c  for t he  Mew Year. 

I remain S incere ly  i n  the Sacred Heart 

Your B r .  f r .  Franc is  Solanus O.14.Cap. 

December 29 t h  

Dear Margaret I f e l l  a s l e e p  a t  Guss i e ' s  l e t t e r  and had l i t t l e  chance s i n c e  
t o  g e t  them away. Wishing you a l l  a  Happy New Year i n  Gods s p e c i a l  grace 
and b l e s s ing  I remain, e t c .  

S ince re ly  i n  t he  Sacred Heart 

Your Brother  

B. Francis  Solanus 0.M.Cap 

Or ig ina l  i n  Possession o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

R*V. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
N~tarius 



19 15, Apr i l  1 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

... Church of. . .  

The Sacred Hear t  

+ 
Shonnard P lace  

Yonkers, N.Y., Holy Thursday (Apr i l  1 s t )  1915. 

Mrs. M. LeDoux, 
Por t land ,  Oregon 

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

I received your welcome l e t t e r  a  couple of weeks ago and am glad t o  
know t h a t  you a r e  content  and a l l  wel l .  Thanks Be t o  God f o r  everything!  
Your "Dew Drops" a l s o  a r r i v e d  O.K. f o r  which I thank you. We may be ab le  
t o  use them i n  May when on t h e  24 & 25th we expect  t o  have q u i t e  an i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  a f f a i r  f o r  the P a r i s h  and reduct ion  of  church deb t s .  I wanted t o  
w r i t e  you by a l l  means s o  a s  t o  reach you by Eas t e r  Sunday bu t  cons ider ing  
o the r  t h ing  i t  was impossible  t o  do so.  We bu r r i ed  a  good l a y  b ro the r  - 
B r .  William - two weeks ago Today and now I ' m  nurs ing  a  c o n f r a t e r  p r i e s t ,  
Fr ,  Bruno, who has been he re  (wi th  us )  s i n c e  about s i x  months before  I 
came. He came h i t h e r  t o  d i e  a s  it was expected a t  t h a t  time of b r i g h t s  
bu t  r a l l i e d  and has been working hard eve r  s ince .  He's had q u i t e  a  num- 
ber  of severe  a t t a c k s  s i n c e  t h a t  time but  ha rd ly  any so  s e r i o u s l y  th rea t -  
ening a s  t he  one h e ' s  had l a t e l y  because l a s t  evening when i t  e f f e c t e d  
him and gave him t o  a  hemorrage of t he  lungs.  We anointed him and gave 
him every th ing  about 10:30 l a s t  evening and 1 ' ve  been wi th  him p r a c t i c a l -  
l y  ever  s ince .  He's been on h i s  back now i n  the  same p o s i t i o n  f o r  about 
twenty hours and though wonerful ly  cool  and res igned ,  seems no l e s s  de- 
termined t o  s t a y  toge the r  a s  long as God w i l l s  i t  so. B r .  Wm d ied  a 
b e a u t i f u l  death.  Thauk God! May he r e s t  i n  peace and i f  Fr.  B. goes t h i s  
time he seems we l l  p repa i red  

Well now dea r  Margaret;  I hope you may cont inue t o  be happy i n  your 
s t a t e  - r a i s i n g  up l i t t l e  s a i n t s  f o r  Almighty God and s a n c t i f y i n g  your own 
sou l  by a  cons tan t  union of s p i r i t  and w i l l  wi th  t he  d iv ine  Spouse of our  
Souls ,  Jesus  i n  t h e  Tabernacle .  Here a r e  a  few l i t t l e  cards  and l e a f l e t s  
f o r  yourselves and the  s o u l s  i n  your charge. I hope t h a t  we may have the  
happiness of s ee ing  some of them, a t  l e a s t ,  c a l l e d  t o  the most p r iv i l eged  
l i f e  of t he  r e l i g i o u s  s t a t e .  



m 

1915, Apri l  1 

Page 2 

Mrs. M. LeDoux 

T e l l  l i t t l e  Francis  t h a t  he must f o s t e r  and c u l t i v a t e  cont inual ly  
a  g rea t  love f o r  Jesus i n  Communion so  t h a t  he may become some day an 
imi ta tor  of h i s  g r e a t  patron - the  Seraphic Father S t .  Francis  of Asissi. 
And Oh how Therese ought t o  imi ta t e  the  l i t t l e  Servant of God Therese of 
Lisieux - " L i t t l e  Flower of Jesus". Dear Margaret, i f  ever there  was 
good f o r  a  family l i k e  yours, her  autobiography i s  one. She died only 
about f i f t e e n  years  ago. Zer cause f o r  b e a t i f i c a t i o n  is  now i n  Rome and 
I am asking he r  f o r  e n t i r e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  between J.T. and T.J. - a s  
a l s o  o ther  favors. She is  our manager j u s t  thinking of i t ,  of our contes t .  
You ought not  f a i l  i n  procuring t h i s  book. She makes s a n c t i t y  so r e a l l y  
a t r a c t i v e  and so beau t i fu ly  simple. I think the book c o s t s  $2.00 a t  P.J. 
Kennedy and son's  Barclay N.Y. Do not  f a i l  t o  b l e s s  your family with 
i t s  presence. 

But Dear Margaret 1'11 now have t o  conclude. Hoping you a r e  a l l  
continuirg i n  good hea l th  of body, mind and soul ,  I remain 

Sincere ly  yours i n  the Sacred Heart 

B., Fr. Solanus Casey 0.M.Cap. 

P . S .  Best wishes and love t o  Brother Guss and t o  Frank - and t o  a l l  
"Aunt Jennie not  forgot ten .  

Pra ised ,  Be Jesus Christ!  -- 

Original  i n  Possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 



19 15, August 18 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Father  Solanus Casey, O.F.M.Cap. 

S t .  Michael 's  Church, 

and 

Capuchin Monastery, 

225 Jerome S t r e e t .  

Brooklyn, N.Y., August 18th, 1915 

Mrs. M. T. LeDoux, 
Por t land ,  Oregon. 

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

Having a  l i t t l e  more l e i s u r e  while  down here  f o r  a  few days, I ' l l  
take the  oppor tuni ty  of sending a  few words which I hope may f i n d  your- 
s e l f  and family a l l  wel l .  Thank God, I ' v e  had good h e a l t h  r i g h t  a long 
- phys i ca l ly  a t  l e a s t .  I might say  s p i r i t u a l y  too,  bu t  t h e r e  is such 
a  v a s t  p o s s i b i l i t y  of improvement i n  s p i r i t u a l  t h ings  t h a t  i t  is no t  
easy  t o  say  j u s t  i f  we a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  we l l  o r  n o t ,  i e making the  pro- 
g re s s  t h a t  g r a t i t u d e  would r e q u i r e  us  t o  s t r i v e  f o r .  Well I t r u s t  we 
a r e  a l l  i n  God's ho ly  grace ,  a t  l e a s t  and t h a t  we may more and more 
l e a r n  t o  r e a l i z e  our  i n e f f i b l e  p r i v i l e g e s  and C h r i s t i a n  d u t i e s .  I ' ve  
been wondering, dear  Margaret about t h a t  book of yours? I hope you've 
not  dropped it. Don't f o r g e t  t o  put  a  good number of Rev. Edward's 
poems t h e r i n t o .  I mean bes ides  those on occasion of t he  J u b i l e e .  That 
o l d  p ic ture  we had taken i n  Super ior  about 20 yea r s  ago ought a l s o  by 
a l l  l a e A X s  t o  appear r i g h t  t oge the r  wi th  those of two years  ago. I wish 
I cci-lt g e t  a  copy of Rev. Edward's poem f o r  t he  J u b i l e e  a s  a l s o  the  
parody heron and h i s  "Cathedral Cross". I have q u i t e  a  few specimens 
from hi.., pen but  these  have gone a s t r a y  from m e ,  I f  you have them and 
per5aps a r e  pressed t o  time maybe, l i t t l e  Therese o r  even my boy Fran- 
c i s  could copy them. Thus too I could s e e  how we l l  they a r e  improving 
i n  w r i t i n g ,  e t c .  I suppose the  baby of whom you wrot me l a s t  time with 
the  t h r e e  g r e a t  s a i n t s  f o r  s p e c i a l  pa t rons  is  ab le  t o  t a l k  by t h i s  time. 
I hope he t e l l s  you f r equen t ly  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  h e ' s  hungry. That you 
know is  a  good s ign  t h a t  he is  a progessive.  Ha, ha! Well I hope t h a t  
God may b l e s s  the l i t t l e  fe l low any how and a l l  the  r e s t  of t he  dear  
l i t t l e  ones and make g r e a t  s a i n t s  of them some day s o  t h a t  they may be- 
come r e a l  s o l d i e r s  of Jesus  C h r i s t  on e a r t h  and en joy  a  g lo r ious  e t e r -  
n i t y  i n  company with t h e i r  ho ly  pa t rons ,  t h e i r  pa ren t s  and a l l  God's 
chosen household. Now dea r  S i s t e r  Margaret a s  i t  is g e t t i n g  nea r ly  time 
f o r  d inner  I ' l l  conclude with a  Good Bye and May God b l e s s  you a l l !  

I remain S ince re ly  i n  t he  Sacred Heart  o f  J e sus  

Your Brother  

B., F ranc is  Solanus O.M.Cap 
Pra ised  Be The Most Blessed Sacrament! 
~ 1 i n ~ s s e S S i ~  ' 1 

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

I 
1 ,  

Rev, Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notcuius 



1916, January 3 

The following is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the Servant of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

. . . ,Church of . .  . . 
THE SACRED HEART 

4- 

Shonnard P lace  

Yonkers, N.Y., January 3rd 2 P M, 1916 

Mrs. Margaret Casey LeDoux 
Por t land  Oregon. 

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

I must t r y  and answer your p l easan t  l e t t e r  and b e a u t i f u l  boquet re- 
ceived t h i s  morning wi th  one from Leo a l so .  Real ly,  Margaret,  such l e t -  
t e r s  and e s p e c i a l l y  t he  f ragrence  of such a  boquet is  good f o r  a  s i c k  per- 
son t o  rece ive .  Not t h a t  I am e x a c t l y  s i c k ,  bu t  I ' ve  had a  touch of l e  
gr ippe these  few days wi th  q u i t e  a  co ld  i n  t he  c h e s t  and head. The l a t t e r  
cold seems s o f t e r  s i n c e  reading  these  l e t t e r s .  Ha Ha Margaret, q u i t e  a  
new remedy f o r  a bad cold! I am glad t o  hear  t h a t  you a r e  a l l  we l l  o u t  
there .  Thanks Be t o  God! May He cont inue His f avo r s ,  temporl and s p i r i t -  
u a l  t o  a l l  i n  Por t land  and t h e i r  f r i ends !  I hope you had a  happy gather-  
ing on New Years Day, a s  you were a n t i c i p a t i n g .  I th ink  I would enjoy 
c a l l i n g  on your crowd bu t  under the  circumstances I cannot j u s t  "drop i n  
f o r  a  few minutes'' even. I do no t  complain of such circumstances.  
Rather on the  con t r a ry  I can never be g r a t e f u l  enough t o  God f o r  dispos- 
ing th ings  i n  my regard  and i n  regard t o  our  whole Family s o  merc i fu l ly  
a s  He has done. Sure ly  the  n a t u r a l  scene now before  me when I t u r n  my 
head t o  look a t  i t  is a s  p i c tu re sque  a s  any scene of long ago - t he  mouth 
of  the  Hudson sh in ing  l i k e  a  s i l v e r  l ake  away i n  the  horizon i n  t he  
clouds I was going t o  say  wi th  h i l l s  and v a l l i e s  and human achievement 
between. But what is n a t u r e  i n  the  l i g h t  of the  supe rna tu ra l ?  Ah, a  
substratum! And what a r e  n a t u r a l  b i e s s i n g  wi th  hope of immortality? I 
be l ieve  t h a t  I ' d  go c razy ,  yearning f o r  something h ighe r  i f  I had noth- 
ing t o  enjoy o r  t o  hope f o r  bu t  the  n a t u r a l  - even had I a l l  the n a t u r a l  
g i f t s  and b l e s s ings  eve r  enjoyed by man. But thanks be t o  God f o r  t he  
True Fa i th!  Thanks be t o  God f o r  t h e  simple hones t ,  f a i t h f u l  pa ren t s  
t h a t  God gave us! Thanks be t o  God f o r  voca t ion  and f o r  s t r e n g t h  t o  fo l -  
low the c a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  imperfect ly!  Thanks be t o  God f o r  the  b lessed  
hope t h a t  He g ives  u s  he re  i n  our  e x i l e  of once being e t e r n a l l y  un i t ed  
wi th  H i s  chosen ones i n  the  peace of our  t r u e  home, i n  t he  love of H i s  
Sacred Heart! What a r e  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  and v i c t o r i e s  of men, i f  on ly  
n a t u r a l ?  What a r e  they  a l l  compared wi th  the v i c t o r i o u s  s t r u g g l e s  of  a  
Chr i s t i an  s o u l  leav ing  i t s  e x i l e  t o  b r igh ten  Heaven! 
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Mrs. Margaret Casey LeDoux 

I n  h i s  l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  me Papa, Lord have mercy on him. wrote ,  "I 
have enjoyed the  good th ings  of t h i s  world - pray t h a t  we may be t r u l y  
thankful."....but from the  few d e t a i l s  of h i s  b e a u t i f u l  dea th  t h a t  I 
have received,  h i s  l a s t  s t r u g g l e  was the  h a r d e s t ,  h i s  l a s t  v i c t o r y  the  
most g lo r ious .  Thanks be t o  God and a l l  H i s  Sa in ts !  

January Sth,  7:30 P.M. 

Well dear  Nargaret ,  I wanted t o  send t h i s  o f f  yes te rday  but  I guess 
s l e e p  kind of over came me o r  something of the  kind and I had t o  l e t  i t  
go. I am f e e l i n g  b e t t e r  today, thank God, though my ches t  co ld  i s  s t i l l  
heavy, I want t o  acknowledge your welcome l e t t e r  f o r  Christmas a s  a l s o  
the one you wrote from Klamath F a l l s .  I c e r t a i n l y  would have answered 
both of these ,  bu t  you know dea r  S i s t e r  t h a t  bes ides  n a t u r a l l y  a poor 
l e t t e r  w r i t e s ,  my time is  no t  my own and I am not  a t  l i b e r t y  t he re fo re  
t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  a s  o f t e n  a s  I might l i k e .  I must thank you once more 
f o r  your b e a u t i f u l  boquet of prayers  e t c .  I hope t h a t  I may never be 
ungra t e fu l  f o r  the  same. 

With love and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l  and each one of you f o r  the 
New Year, I remain 

S ince re ly  i n  the  Sacred Heart  

Your Brother  B. Franc is  Solanus 0.M.Cap. 

PRAISED BE JESUS CHRIST! 

Or ig ina l  i n  the  possess ion  o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1918, J u l y  16 

The fol lowing is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten o r i t i n a l  
by the Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Monastery of  The Sacred Hear t  

Yonkers N.Y. 16/7/18 

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux 
117 Sheridan S t .  
Por t land ,  0. 

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

J u s t  a few words i n  acknowledgement of your kind l e t t e r  of  some 
weeks ago. I am j u s t  about ready t o  leave  Yonkers f o r  a new f i e l d  
down i n  the  very h e a r t  of t he  met ropol i s .  I n  a way I almost f e e l  sad 
t o  leave the  Sacred Heart  Monastery and P a r i s h  where I ' ve  been labor- 
ing  ( i f  l abor ing  is the  r i g h t  word) f o r  c l o s e  onto four teen  years .  
We had a p rov inc i a l  Chapter i n  D e t r o i t  l a s t  week ( J u l y  1 1  - 14) and 
we j u s t  learned Today oh the  changes made. F r .  Maurice was t e l l i n g  
me r e c e n t l y  of your new l i t t l e  charge t h a t  God has  e n t r u s t e d  t o  you. 
Thank God f o r  a l l  things!  I suppose l i t t l e  boys and g i r l s  of f i v e  
years  ago a r e  q u i t e  becoming "youths and maidens" Well God b l e s s  
them a l l  and c a l l  them t o  H i s  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e  and d i r e c t  them a l l  and 
us  a l l  according t o  H i s  "holy w i l l " .  

Well now Good Bye f o r  t he  p re sen t  from Yonkers. My new address  
w i l l  be: 

213 Stanton  S t r e e t  
New York C i ty ,  

N.Y. 

F ~ a t e r n a l l y  i n  the  Sacred Heart  

Your Brother  Fr .  Solanus 

PRAISED BE JESUS CHRIST! - - -  

P.S. Please  Margaret could you send me a copy of Fr .  ~ d w a r d ' s  
"Jubi lee  Poem"? I l o s t  t he  one I had.. . . lent i t  to..... 

Or ig ina l  i n  Possession o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 95817 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.ic.m. 



1921, J u l y  24 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O,F.M.Cap. 

S t .  Franc is  Hosp i t a l  Eas t  142nd S t .  N.Y.City 

J u l y  24th,  1921 

(17 th  anniversary  of my ord i -  
n a t i o n  - Deo G r a t i a s )  - 

Mrs. M.C. LeDoux 
Port land Oregon 

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret: 

I s t a r t e d  a card  t o  you on your nameday - Feas t  of S t  Margaret V.  
and I4artyr - J u l y  20 the eve of my own dea r  Pa t ron ' s  f e a s t  day. I d i d  
not  fo rge t  you i n  my holy  o f f i c e  and Mass t h a t  day. You w i l l  probably 
wonder what t he  cause is  f o r  my being i n  t he  h o s p i t a l ,  e t c .  Well I 
d id  not  come up he re  f o r  p leasure ,  of course.  Yet I thank God f o r  the  
whole experience here  s i n c e  my a r r i v a l .  No doubt a few d e t a i l s  w i l l  be 
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and I hope p r o f i t a b l e .  I w i l l  g ive  you some of them now 
and t e l l  you t h e i r  purpose a f te rward ,  

Examined by D r .  Edgerton ( e x c e l l e n t  phys ic ian)  Saturday n i g h t  my 
case  was pronounced gangreenous and - a Sunday case  i . e .  u rgent .  
"Tel l  S r .  Kirchen t o  be he re  a t  10 oclock tomorrow", and he s a i d  t o  the 
n u r s e ( w r  cousin Joseph Parker )  an e x c e l l e n t  T e r t i a r y ,  "We'll g ive  him 
s whiff o f  gass and s l i t t  t h a t  open. "........ 

I had counted the hours  a l l  n i g h t  wondering a t  t imes i f  I ' d  be pos- 
sibly ab le  t o  s ay  holy  Mass a t  6 oclock a s  prearranged,  and how I might 
hold ou t  till 10 oclock.  Thank God I $a id  holy  Mass wi th  the g r e a t  d i f -  
f i c u l t y  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

A t  about 1 1  oclock "Parker" came i n  t o  t e l l  me t h a t  an urgent  case  
of append ic i t i s  had come i n  a s  they were about ready f o r  me and --"have 
a l i t r l e  patience". 1 had s t a r t e d  a couple ca rds  t o  our  Rev Brothers  
by t h i s  time and my pa in  had become l e s s  acu te ,  I th ink .  My most f re -  
quent ly  repeated prayer  was "God he lp  us!" - sometimes, "Deo Gratias!".  

I n  w r i t i n g  F r ,  Edward I wanted t o  comply wi th  Fa ther  s u p e r i o r ' s  
p ropos i t i on ,  That I g e t  him t o  w r i t e  t he  Angelus according t o  a c e r t a i n  
b e a u t i f u l  l i t t l e  music we have, with sweet words i n  German, whose t i t l e  
might be: "The Ave Maria on a t  Sea" - Here is how I s t a r t e d  i t :  

God's Angel Message Mary rece ived  , 
-- U "  - - u U  - B L 
-- U "  - t - u u conceived 
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Mrs. M.C. Ledoux 

Of course i t  might be given o t h e r  and otherwise,  bu t  t h a t ' s  how 
the  music measure runs and we wanted i t  a s  l i t t e r a l  and a s  p l a i n  as 
possible.... . .  .... 

After  some joking wi th  t h e  doc to r s  - b e t t e r  say ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and 
p l easan t ,  humors thought-exchange - They pu t  o f f  t h e i r  "long faces1', 
though keeping t h e i r  white  caps and gause-covered mouths. D r .  Egerton 
concluded: "Well r o l l  him i n  here  now.. .only head f i r s t  .I1 . .  . . With 
my 6 t h  b rea th  of gass ,  and an e f f o r t ,  I c a l l e d  out :  " a l l  r ight!"  
( t h e  f i r s t  couple of b rea ths ,  I almost doubted i f  "the s t u f f  was any 
good .I1) 

L i f e  and l i g h t  was going f a s t  when b e a u t i f u l  b e l l s  began t o  r i ng :  
(S t .  Joseph's  Hospi ta l  f o r  comsumptives is j u s t  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t )  and 
a voice  gen t ly  and p ious ly  reminded: "There's the  Angelus." 0 ,  how 
sweet t h a t  music t o  my s o u l  and the  announcement, - how confidence - 
i n sp i r ing !  

I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  consciousness had come t o  t he  very  end. The des- 
c r i p t i o n  of   other's b e a u t i f u l  dea th  t h r e e  yea r s  ago a t  t he  2nd r ing-  
ing of the Angelus f l a shed  on my memory and my h e a r t  was only  ab le  t o  
respond: Behold - be it done t o  me acording t o  Thy holy  W i l l . "  I can 
r e a l i z e  now a s  never before  how b e a u t i f u l  i n  the  s i g h t  of heaven 
Mother's death must have been. With the  above a c t  of r e s i g n a t i o n  I 
came t o  "per fec t  darkness and - death". A s h o r t e r  i n s t a n t ,  however, than 
t h a t  dea th  l a s t e d  could n o t  be imagined. With e l e c t r i c  quickness t he  
bubble broke and 0,  what peace! What solemnity!!!.... ..The very  b rea th  
of ex i s t ence  seemed t o  be p r i n c i p l e s  of  wisdom and t r u t h ,  e.g. "To the  
pure everything is pure". "Charity knows no e v i l . . . . i s  no t  s u s p i c i ~ u s , ~ '  
e t c .  

A t  about 12:15 (P.M.) hear ing  D r .  K. u rg ing  D r .  E. "Hurry up! 
Hurry up!" and seeming t o  s e e  the  d a t t e r  c u t t i n g  away the l a s t  f lesh-  
r ags ,  a s  I a c t u a l l y  f e l t  him without  the  s l i g h t e s t  pain.  I could only  
weep out  wi th  joyous wonder: "Deo Gra t ias !  Deo Gra t ias !  Thanks be 
t o  God!"-......The Rev. Chaplin,  gave h i s  consent  t o  my saying  holy  Mass, 
but  Sr .  Superior  could no t  be l i eve  next  A.M. me ou t  of danger.* 
By God's dear  providence on a mistaken permission ( a s  I learned  the  fo l -  
lowing evening) ,  I s a i d  ho ly  Mass Tuesday and have been c e l e b r a t i n g  s ince .  
*I had t o  be content  wi th  r ece iv ing  Holy Communion (Monday). 

Pra ised  be JESUS CHRIST.....In t he  Sacred Heart  

Fr. Solanus 

Or ig ina l  i n  possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Notarius 



c. 1921, August 7 

The following is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwritten o r i g i n a i  
by the  Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

NEW YORK CITY 

August 7th (I0:IO-P.M.) 

Mrs. M.C. LeDoux 
Port land,  Oregon 

My Dear S i s t e r  Hargaret,  

I j u s t  got a note of f  t o  Fr. Maurice, and now please God 1'11 ge t  
a l i t t l e  one ready f o r  the mornings mail t o  yourse l f .  

I found when I cam back from the h o s p i t a l  t h a t  I had probably given 
you the  wrong meter i n  regard t o  those verses  on the  Angelus - the Angelus 
i n  verse.  

I f  I did I want t o  co r rec t  i t  now. Here's how we s t a r t e d  it and the 
measure : 

God's angel message / Mary received - u u  - - -u u -- 
(His Breath over shading he r  / Virgin conceived 

Blest  among women / Hai l  Mary : Hail  - u u  - - - uu -- 
Ave Maria : Ave - This l a s t  l i n e  is exac t ly  how the  German ends 

& i s  O.K. 

This would be qu i t e  s a t i s f a c t p r y  fo r  the  1st p a r t  were i t  not  f o r  the 
weakness of the  2nd C ) l i n e .  I f  you can improve i t  by turning i t  around 
anyway, you'r a t  l i b e r t y  t o  do so. We s e n t  a l s o  a request  t o  Rev. E.F. f o r  
a song on S t .  Louis - Patron of  the Third Order. You probably have heard 
about the  na t ional  convention t o  be held i n  October a t  Chicago by the  
members of the Third Order of S t .  Francis.  Of course you know the dear  
Father and Mother were t e r t i a r i e s  f o r  over 20 yrs .  before they died.  
Rev. M.C. & Rev. E. F. a l s o  belong t o  the same. Perhaps Margaret and 
Frank too belong t o  it. They ought t o  be such.....God w i l l i n g  I ' ll  be i n  
Yonkers fo r  r e t r e a t  t h i s  week. With love and God's b less ing  t o  a l l  - 
the e lde r s  and youngsters,  I remain s i n c e r e l y  

your Brother B. Francis  Solanus 0.PI .C.  

i t' 
i 1 !- h.&5^1.,.Ll(C.?L4 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i,c.m. 
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Mrs. M.C. LeDoux 

P.S. The "Song t o  S t .  Louis," was requested here  about a week 
ago, by the  Secretary General f o r  the Ter t i a ry  National 
Convention. He asks t h a t  we g e t  i t  t o  him i f  poss ib le  by 
September 15th. -- He asks a l s o  t h a t  i t  be accompanied by 
i t s  music. This l e t t e r  may be w r i t t e n  by the  post-self  o r  
by another? Have the  chi ldren  pray t h a t  God may send us 
something worthy of  the  g rea t  S t .  Louis (King of France) 
so simple a t  once and so  prudently zealous. . . . . . 

Praised Be Jesus Chr is t !  

Original  i n  possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 



1926, December 18 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F,M.Cap. 

QUEEN OF ANGELS MONASTERY 

226 113 S t .  Eas t  

N.Y. C i t y  

December l a t h ,  1926 
Peace ! 

Mrs. Me C. LeDoux, 
Por t land ,  0. 

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

I received your welcome l e t t e r  some weeks ago, and am always 
pleased t o  l e a r n  of the  hopeful  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  seems t o  p r e v a i l .  
Thanks be t o  God! 

I ' ve  j u s t  phoned a l i t t l e  word t o  the  I r i s h  World - i n  p re s s  
today. I have no t  seen your "From Generation t o  Gen." D r .  Kain - 
poet e d i t o r  - had seen nothing of it a week o r  two ago, he t o l d  me. 
Send it t o  him f 4 9  Walker S t .  (I.W. Off ice . )  I t r u s t  your circum- 
s t ances ,  and t h a t ,  of course of t he  whole "family t r e e "  i s  such t h i s  
year  a s  t o  make of  l a s t  years  s i t u a t i o n  a p l easan t  memory ... The 
memory of p a s t  t r i a l s  is  p l easan t !  How p leasan t  the  g l o r i f i e d  mem- 
ory  of t he  s a i n t s  i n  Heaven must be! who have f i n a l l y  triumphed - and 
forever  over t he  world, the  f l e s h  and t h e  dev i l !  Well, Well, the day 
i s  coming f a s t  when by God's mercy we ' l  a l l  be withem and then: 0 
then! ! l 

Now wi th  love and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l  - a s  on the  photo - Lois  
and Maurice & Edwin and Teresa,  Marion, Franc is  and Laurence, and 
Clemmie, too, with Papa Frank and f i n a l l y  M.C. LeDoux, a b lessed  
Xmas t o  you! 

Reverse of t h i s  card  has a p r i n t e d  Christmas Verse: 

Confession of Love speaks the  sweet Moss Rose 
So whatever t he  language be of every  o t h e r  f a i r  flower t h a t  grows 
Let  t he  Moss Rose speak f o r  me 

(F r .  Solanus added t h i s  l a s t  l i n e  by hand) 

- and Je sus  the Messenger be !!I and the  f ragrance  e t e r n a l l y ,  

Fr.  Solanus 0.M.Cap. 
P.S. Pra i sed  be Je sus  C h r i s t  
Or ig ina l  i n  p o s s e s s r o n r  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

! i/ 
'Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Notarius 



1939, December 22 

The following is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwritten o r i g i n a l  
by the Servant of God, Father  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

S t .  Bonaventure Monastery 

1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Ave. 

De t ro i t ,  Mich. 

DEC. 22,  1930 

Praised Be JesusChrist  

Mrs. Margaret Casey LeDoux 
St .  Mary's Ave. 
S.(an) Leandro, Ca l i f .  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

God b less  you and yours. I hope you a r e  a l l  wel l  -"Granma" Granpa" 
and a l l .  I s t a r t e d  h a l f  a dozen times s ince  January 1st t o  wr i t e  a l e t -  
t e r  worth while..... 19 l e t t e r s  broke my record To-day - with a few 
bunches untouched s ince  l a s t  week......l was f o r  a week's r e t r e a t  down 
with Fr. M.E. i n  Huntington early i n  Oct, H e  is well  and was trans- 
fer red  t o  226 E. 113th S t .  , N.Y. City.  leaving here  15th. Mary Casey 
was here l a s t  evening is well .  Frances Malloy's a re  a l l  well.  Ed. 
Sampson and Noonans are  a l l  wel l .  

Love and God's b les s ing  t o  a l l .  

F r .  Solanus, 0,M.Cap. 

Orignial  i n  possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 95817 



1934, January 26 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typewri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
by the Servant of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F,M.Cap. 

ST. BONAVENTURE MONASTERY 

1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Ave. 

D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 

Jan .  26, 1934 

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux 
584 - 22d St .  
Oakland, Ca l i fo rn i a  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret Therese:- 

I hope you a r e  we l l  - you and yours.  I wanted t o  do some work on 
"Appreciation of the L i t t l e  Flower" t h i s  a.m. and open a few of t he  50 
o r  more l e t t e r s  p i l e d  up he re  f o r  me, bu t  f e e l ,  s i n c e  reading your l e t -  
t e r  l a s t  evening ( f i n i s h e d  about 1 1  o ' c lock ) ,  t h a t  I must make a t  l e a s t  
a l i t t l e  s t a r t  on an answer. That I should send you a response corre-  
spondingly long as yours I am su re  you w i l l  smi le  a t  a s  ou t  of the  
ques t ion.  

That is  one reason why I s o  seldomly w r i t e  dear  ones - except  when 
motived otherwise - t he  time taken t o  f i n i s h  such a "love l e t t e r "  re- 
q u i r e s  a s  much a s  a dozen o t h e r s ,  and ( I  sometimes f e e l  a t  l e a s t )  b r ings  
l e s s  good. Of course I t r y  t o  have a l l  my l e t t e r s  and responses be more 
o r  l e s s  "love l e t t e r s " .  I am su re  they  would be such i f  we could only 
love God a s  we ought and our  neighbor as  ourse lves .  Quite n a t u r a l l y  t h e  
l a t t e r  follows the  former i f  r e a l l y  genuine. .... 
Well! Well Dear Margaret Therese:- 

Greet ings once more a s  a month ago i n  t h e  words above. How l i t t l e  
we can r e a l l y  p lan  and c a r r y  out  a s  intended! Think of i t :  a whole 
month has s l ipped  by s i n c e  I s t a r t e d  the above. Quite a number of times 
I wanted t o  s t a r t  and f i n i s h  it and then  came along something t o  prevent  
me doing so. Only another  example of how: "Man proposes but  God d i s -  
poses". B le s t  be H i s  ways and a l l  H i s  p l ans ,  s o  unsearchable so  incom- 
prehensible!!! B le s t  forever  be His w i l l  and H i s  Holy name!!! ... ..., 

I r a t h e r  f e a r  now t h a t  I am going t o  d i sappo in t  you. I had your 
l e t t e r ,  received on the  above d a t e ,  t oge the r  wi th  one o r  two o t h e r s  of 
your own and some bes ides .  Af te r  reading your "pr ize  s to ry"  I de t e r -  
mined t o  have a copy of i t  typed. That was perhaps one reason why I 
f a i l e d  t o  g e t  an answer t o  you before.  I l e t  our  n i ece  Mary read your 
l e t t e r  and your paid s t o r y  and now I am not  j u s t  s u r e  what has become of 
them. I th ink  I must have s e n t  them t o  Fa ther  Maurice, Joachim. 
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Mrs. Margaret LeDoux 

A t  a l l  events  1'11 f i n d  it before  long.  I am s o r r y  I haven ' t  it t o  sknd 
back wi th  t h i s .  I am w r i t i n g  t o  Fr.  Maurice t h a t  i f  he has i t  we want 
it.  I th ink  I j u s t  mi s l a id  i t  and see ing  your o t h e r  l e t t e r  of  Dec. 18, 
1926 i n  a  s i m i l a r  envelope I was j u s t  d i sapoin ted  a s  opened i t  t o  read 
i t  again.  However, I found the  one of '26 i n t e r e s t i n g  too  - with  your 
verses :  "THANKSGIVING". ...... Please  God I ' ll  f ind  your s t o r y  re- 
f e r r e d  t o  and you s h a l l  have it back before  long. J u s t  s ay  a  l i t t l e  
prayer  with me t o  S a i n t  Anthony and i t  must show up from some q u a r t e r s .  ... 
On the  r eve r se  s i d e  of the  l e t t e r  Fa ther  Solanus cont inues w r i t t e n  by hand. 

Dear Margaret :- 

I was in tending  t o  w r i t e  a  s o r t  o f  answer t o  your l e t t e r  bu t  s i n c e  
I have mis l a id ,  I ' l l  simply l e t  t h i s  go a s  it is and inc lose  a  sample of 
the  l e t t e r s  we g e t  here  almost every day. You w i l l  s ee  t h a t  you a r e  no t  
t he  only  one favored with t r i a l s  and c r o s s e s ,  I was keeping some o t h e r s  
very  i n t e r e s t i n g  but  they've gone somewhere e l s e .  

Remember my dear  s i s t e r  t h a t  you - we a l l  - must keep i n  mind the  
f a c t  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  e x i l e s ,  no t  from I r e l and  a s  our dea r  pa ren t s  were, 
but  from Heaven. The th ing  the  world c a l l s  " l i f e , "  i s  s o  s h o r t  a f t e r  a l l  
and the  h e r e a f t e r  s o  e t e r n a l  t h a t  no th ing  he re  ought t o  r e a l l y  d i s t u r b  us.  
But the  "a l l i ed"  enemies of our  sou l s  -- world, f l e s h  & d e v i l  a r e  always 
ready with t h e i r  dark  p i c t u r e s  on t h e  one hand and impossible promises on 
the  o the r :  anything t o  l ead  us  t o  worry and discouragement. . , . . . 

Je sus ,  on the  cont ra ry ,  always i n s p i r e s  with t r u s t  and confidence.. .  
"Behold the  b i r d s  of the  a i r  . . . Behold the  l i l l i e s  of the  f ie ld ." .  . . 
"Suf f i c i en t  f o r  t he  day is  the  e v i l  t he reo f .  . ." I n  o t h e r  words do not  
worry. A s  I have o f t e n  observed our  b igges t  worr ies  a r e  always about 
something t h a t  never happens. 

With b e s t  wishes t o  yourse l f  and Frank and a l l  the  loved ones i n  t he  
West - the  Bradys and Owen's and a l l ,  I beg t o  remain . . . 

In  the  Sacred Heart  

Your Brother ,  Fr .  Solanus Casey, 0.M.Cap. 

Mar. 13, 1934 P r i z e  s t o r y  found t h i s  A.M. O.K. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.md 
No taxius 



1937, January 26 

The following is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwritten o r i g i n a l  
by the Servant of God,Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. BONAVENTURE MONASTERY 

1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Ave. 

De t ro i t ,  Mich. 

January 26th, 1937 - 8th Anniv. 
yesterday of J .  & T. 's death.  

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux 
Oakland Ca l i fo rn ia  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

God b less  you. I hope you a r e  well .  .... Strange. . . the herewith 
enclosed Xmas card! I only j u s t  came across i t  Tonight - now almost 
1 4 I j u s t  thought I ' d  send i t  anyway. I was t a l k i n g  to-night 
(by phone) t o  same M. Casey t h e r i n  mentioned. She is well, expecting 
Mildred here t h i s  week.... - t e l l s  me she expects  t o  go t o  Ca l i fo rn ia  
before long....Mrs. E. Sampson was i n  l a s t  Sunday. E P d  - Sr. & Jr. 
a re  well a l s o  E'd 111. 

Old M r .  Doonan was i n  some time ago aud seems p r e t t y  well.  F 
had dinner Xmas a t  Molloys. Jarnes i s  doing wel l  - 2nd yr .  i n  Sacred 
Heart Seminary. Our prophet,  Father Coughlin, s t a r t e d  again l a s t  
Sunday on the a i r  i n  a touching t r i b u t e  t o  Bishop Gallagher. 

Fr. M. E. Joachim is  we l l*  

Fy. Solanus 

Original  i n  possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, Ca. 95817 

+ 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
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The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typewri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
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CAPUCHIN FATHERS 

ST. BONAVENTURE MONASTERY 

1740 MT, ELLIOTT AVENUE 

DETROIT, MICH. J u l y  16, 1937 

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux 
Oakland C a l i f o r n i a  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret:- 

God b l e s s  you and yours. I hope you a r e  f e e l i n g  b e t t e r  t h i s  beau- 
t i f u l  f e a s t  of Nt. Carmel-and of our  Blessed Mother-than when you wrote 
t h a t  l e t t e r  of the  11th. Sure some l e t t e r !  I had planned on answer- 
a l e t t e r  of  our new Archbishop t h i s  morning, b u t  found i t  hard t o  f in-  
i s h  reading yours before  s t a r t i n g  an answer. 

Af te r  reading on I found it took a b r i g h t e r  t u r n  and I q u i t e  en- 
joyed i t .  However, dear  Margaret,  I s e e  t h a t  you a r e  j u s t  another  p iece  
of humanity l i k e  myself and l i k e  I meet wi th  every hour of the  day - 
i nc l ined  t o  worry and f r e t  about the  morrow a s  though Our Dear Lord had 
never spoken a word about H i s  d iv ine  providence o r  proved H i s  lov ing  so- 
l i c i t u d e  f o r  each of us  a thousand times a day. J u s t  t h ink  back a lit- 
t l e  and be convinced wi th  me t h a t  our  b i g g i s t  worr ies  a r e  almost invar- 
i a b l y  about th ings  t h a t  have never happened. For my p a r t  I ' v e  long been 
convinced t h a t  t hese  wor r i e s  - mostly about phanthoms of some kind - must/ 
a b i g  source of t o l l  f o r  t he  enemy of  s a l v a t i o n .  ..... How e a s i l y  we for -  
ge t  the  b e a u t i f u l  words of Our Dear Lord' i n  His sermon on the  mount; -- 
"Blessed a r e  the poor i n  s p i r i t  ... e t c "  a s  i n  Matt. V & V I .  The conclusion 
of a l l ,  a f t e r  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  b i r d  of the  a i r  and the  f lowers  
of the  f i e l d ,  e t c :  "Be not s o l i c i t u o u s  f o r  t h e  morrow f o r  t he  morrow w i l l  
be s o l i c i t u s  f o r  i t s e l f " .  I s o m e t h e s  th ink  we make a g r e a t  blunder  i n  
the  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n s t ead  of thanking God f o r  H i s  goodness and kindness  on 
every s i d e  and making a c t s  of confidence i n  His lov ing  providence, we 
j u s t  a c t  a s  though every th ing  depended on luck  o r  on fo r tune  e t c .  Is 
i t  not  t rue?  And what a mistake! .... One of ou r  b e s t  promoters of m i s -  
s i o n  work - a c e r t a i n  Miss McEvily - became enemic about f i v e  years  ago and 
had t o  go the  s t a t e  h o s p i t a l  a t  E lo i se  Michigan. She lamented the  f a c t  
most e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  she could r ece ive  now only  once a week. When I wrote 
back and asked h e r  i f  she would swap p l aces  and chances wi th  poor Henry 
Ford, with a l l  h i s  b i l l i o n s ,  she seemed disposed t o  app rec i a t e  more than 
ever  something of the  weal th of he r  f a i t h .  
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Now she thanks God every day t h a t  she  can do good missionary work. 
An expe r t  s tenographer  & t y p i s t  she keep h e r  d i a r y ,  ha rd ly  eve r  
missing. 

J u l y  17 - seventeenth anniversary  of  an ope ra t ion  t h i s  poor son of  
Adam underwent i n  S t .  F ranc i s '  Hosp i t a l ,  N.Y.C. It was Sunday, plan- 
ned f o r  10 a.m. ( j u s t  a l i t t l e  rup tu re )  b u t  "an u rgen t  case  of append- 
i c i t i s "  came i n  j u s t  a s  t he  o r d e r l y  was t o  c a l l  me and so ,  I was pu t  
back. ... I had been i n  agony f o r  a t  l e a s t  f o r t y  hours ,  though no 
one e l s e  seemed t o  know i t ,  and while  I t r i e d  t o  thank God f o r  i t  a l l ,  
my p r i n c i p a l  prayer  - a t  l e a s t  a thousand times repea ted  - was: "God 
he lp  us!" ...... 

Well t he  ope ra t ion  took p l ace  j u s t  a s  t h e  noon Angelus was r ing-  
ing. I had promised the  s i s t e r  t he  n i g h t  before  t o  say  holy  Mass a t  
6 o 'c lock  - "Please God" I s a i d .  Thank God I d i d  say  holy  Mass and 
gave Holy Communion t o  t he  s i s t e r s  and p a t i e n t s .  .... It was ce r t a in -  
l y  one of  the  most b e a u t i f u l  and happy exper iences  I have ever  remem- 
bered, Thanks be t o  God! I c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  've missed i t  f o r  
a l l  i t  c o s t  me. Something t h a t  almost was a scandal  t o  Doc- 
t o r  and s i s t e r s  was the  f a c t  t h a t  I missed only  one holy  Mass. This 
was due t o  happy mistake on my p a r t  and an a c c i d e n t a l  disobedience t o  
orders .  Ha Ha! We ought r a t h e r  to s a y  i t  was due t o  a b e a u t i f u l  d i s -  
p o s i t i o n  of the  merc i fu l  providence of our  d i v i n e  Sweetheart .  

But Dear S i s t e r ,  What a d ive r s ion !  Whither am I going? P lease  
pray t h a t  I l e a r n  cons is tency  and conciseness  and something more of  
prudence, e t c ,  e t c .  

Of course you know we a r e  expected i n  Super ior  f o r  Fr.  ~ d w a r d ' s  
j ub i l ee .  He was here  about t h r e e  weeks ago and t o l d  us  of some gen- 
e r a l  p l ans ;  bu t  s i n c e  t h a t  I ' ve  had no word from him. I know h i s  
a f f a i r s  keep him h u s t l i n g  I am no t  anxious about p a r t i c u l a r s .  1 have 
p l e n t y  t o  keep me busy myself f o r  a t  l e a s t  e igh teen  hours  a day. .... 
I console  myself occas iona l ly  wi th  the  thought t h a t  sooner o r  l a t e r  t h e  
day w i l l  come when they w i l l  s ay  of poor Fr .  S. " . . .He's gone." 
Please God the  s t r u g g l e  f o r  ex i s t ence  w i l l  then  be over. I j u s t  hope 
t h a t  by t h a t  time I ' l l  be ab le  t o  exclaim wi th  S t .  Paul  when s h o r t l y  
before  he d i ed  - a martyr - : "I ( d e s i r e )  long t o  be desolved and t o  
be wi th  Chris t ."  0 we l l  i t  w i l l  no t  be long. "What a r e  f i f t y  years  of 
pa in  t o  the  endless  joys awai t ing  us  above?" ..... 

I ' 
i 

, , L 
Rev. Charles Dillen, ci.c.m. 

Nataxius 
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Now I ' ll  say  Good Night and God b l e s s  you Margaret - you and 
yours and a l l  dear  ones i n  t he  W. 

With love and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  Owen and Grace and of course 
t o  Martha and Bernard and t h e i r  whole f ami l i e s .  

God b l e s s  you a l l 1  P ra i sed  be Je sus  Christ!!!! 

S ince re ly  i n  the  Sacred Heart  

Your Brother  Bernard - 
Fr .  Solanus Casey, 0.M.Cap. 

P.S. A s  f o r  being f o r  Roosevelt: Well, I say  God b l e s s  him too ,  
though my enthusiasm f o r  him i s  almost - o r  f a s t  becoming - anc ien t  
h i s t o r y  . I f  he were a  p r a c t i c a l  f r i e n d  of t h e  l abo re r  o r  of t h e  poor,  
cons ider ing  the  b i l l i o n s  he ' s  been demanding and having spen t ,  you and 
your c l a s s  would ha rd ly  need worry f o r  a decent  employment. It seems 
t o  me he i s  simply of t h e  bankers.  

P.S. I1 But a f t e r  a l l . . . .  

God made me t o  know H i m .  0 what a  b l e s s ' d  aim! 
To love H i m  and se rve  H i m  su re  r e s t s  i n  the  same. 

1t 's  heaven begun - f o r  the  g r a t e f u l  - on e a r t h  - 
To t r e a s u r e  a r i g h t l l l ! ! .  ... Highest Heaven i t s  worth. 

Fr.  Sol .  0.M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

* / 
f : ?,% 

-_I----* 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
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The fo l lowingis  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M,Cap. 

ST. MARY"S HOSPITAL 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

October 16th, 1942 

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux - and Family 
Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret: 

God b l e s s  you and yours.  I hope t h i s  f i n d s  you a l l  i n  good h e a l t h  
and res igned  t o  t h e  c ros s  - t he  r ecen t  bereavement God has seen f i t  t o  
v i s i t  you with.  Poor dear  Frank Junior .  I n  s o  many ways f o r t u n a t e  these  
days. 'R.I.P.' 

A week tomorrow they phoned me from t h e  Monastery of the  te legram 
you s e n t ,  t h a t  Frank Jr. was s i c k  - very  low e t c .  Well, about a l l  I 
could do was t o  pray f o r  him. I remember h i s  c l o s e  c a l l  s e v e r a l  years  
ago,.,.May he r e s t  i n  peace! 

You may wonder about my being he re  i n  S t .  ~ a ~ y ' s .  I have no t  s a i d  
holy Mass s i n c e  f i v e  weeks Tomorrow. 

Thanks be t o  God I hope t o  s ay  holy  Mass soon. They brought me 
here  i n  an amubulance, though I r a t h e r  ob jec ted  .... Notwithstanding the  
r e a l  penance i t  has meant, I ' ve  r e a l l y  enjoyed the  change. 

They have brought me holy  Communion every morning and a s  soon a s  I 
was ab le  t o  go i n  a wheel c h a i r  they wheeled me over  t o  the  chapel .  
This l a t t e r  the  l a s t  few days when we had a 2nd holy  Mass a t  7:15. 

You w i l l  be pleased t h a t  Fr .  Maurice Joachim seems f igue r ing  on 
coming back t o  t he  Order. I rece ived  a r e a l l y  f i n e  l e t t e r  from him To- 
day Deo G r .  H i s  l e t t e r  i s  p e r f e c t l y  normal. God be pra ised!  

Oct. 24th I j u s t  go t  your address  -- Thought I ' d  be home long ago. 

P ra i sed  be Jesus!...am s t i l l  here  on one foo t ,  bu t  hope t o  be re- 
leased  soon - 6 weeks Tomorrow, t he  longes t  I ' v e  ever  been l a i d  up. 
Thank God, however I th ink  I s e e  H i s  merc i fu l  and g e n t l e  hand i n  it a l l .  
F i r s t  weeks were days of r e a l  penance and n i g h t s  doubly so  -wonderful! - 
J u s t  received good l e t t e r  from Mary Casey, ou r  Niece. Deo G r .  i t  seems 
James is recovering.  How is t h a t  o t h e r  son of  yours.  I s t a r t e d  t o  
w r i t e  him a couple of t imes bu t  never s e n t  him a l e t t e r .  I hope I pray 
f o r  them a l l .  . . . ~ o d  b l e s s  you again,  Every one of you 

Or ig ina l  i n  Possession of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  

Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Pra ised  be Je sus .  

Fr.  Solanus a 

_L_n__L_n_ 

Rev. Charles Dillen, cfc.m, 
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The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typewri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
of t he  Servant of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F,M,Cap. 

SAINT BONAVENTURE'S MONASTERY, 

D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. 

November 17th 1942. 

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux. 
1532 16th Ave. 
Oakland, Ca l i fo rn i a .  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret Therese:- 

God b l e s s  you and yours. I hope you and a l l  the f o l k s  a r e  wel l .  
I j u s t  f i n i shed  your l e t t e r  of  two weeks ago - was i n  the h o s p i t a l  j u s t  
a novena of weeks. I had been f i g h t i n g  g r i p ( p ) e  f o r  about f i v e  days 
when on September 13 I awoke "doublly downed',', h a ~ i n g ~ f o r g o t t e n  the 
n igh t  before  t o  apply ointment o r  s a l v e  t o  f e e t  a f t e r  us ing  e l e c t r i c  
l i g h t  on ver icose  eczima around ankels .  

I s t a r t e d  t o  s ay  holy  Mass Nov. 10 - j u s t  a week To-day. Came 
back t o  S t .  ~ o n a v e n t u r e ' s  a f t e r  o f f e r i n g  the  8 o 'c lock  Mass, a s  I an- 
nounced f o r  a l l  benefac tors  - e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  " a l l  i n  the  Hospi ta l  - 
s i s t e r s ,  nurses ,  o r d e r l i e s ,  p a t i e n t s ,  e t c  inc luding  my poor s e l f " .  
That was l a s t  Sunday, Nov. 15th. 

Of course I had t o  limp around on the  A l t a r  p r e t t y  much, bu t  
thanks be t o  God got  through without  any s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t y .  The o ld  
foo t  is  s t i l l  s t i f f  bu t  by keeping it r a i s e d  and r e s t e d  it causes very  
l i t t l e  pa in ,  I ' m  r e s t i n g  it on the  bed now and though i t  g e t s  t i r e -  
some s i t t i n g  i n  one p o s i t i o n  - wel l  anyone over  s i x t y  need not  be t o l d  
how the  " r ea r  fenders" c r y  f o r  b e t t e r  padding. I f  I remember r i g h t l y  
you were 61 on September 23rd. You were the  only  one of the  family 
borne i n  the  "new house" i n  Trimbelle .  

When we - Fr. Maurice, Edward and myself - v i s i t e d  the o l d  Trim- 
b e l l e  - farm f i v e  years  ago we ran  p a s t  t he  o l d  log-house-knoll before  
we knew it. We had made an agreement t he  n igh t  before  - the  day of 
the  Celebra t ion  i n  P r e s c o t t  - with an o l d  neighbor,  Alex Hupret (83 a t  
the  t ime),  t h a t  we would take  d inner  wi th  him next  day on condi t ion ,  
a s  Fr.  E'd put  it: " tha t  you al low me t o  p i t c h  bundles f o r  an hourr1. 
I ts ~ u p e r t ' s  farm now. A man by name Weldel bought i t  from us. Poor, 
dear ,  o ld  man wept when he met u s ,  having waited f o r  u s  out  a t  dea r ,  
o ld  S t .  ~ a r y ' s  i n  "Big-river" (now d r i e d  up) where Fr.  M. and I were 
t o  s t a y  over n igh t  and go back f o r  the  f u n e r a l  of an in-law of ou r s  - 
a l i t t l e  nephew of N e l l i e  (OIBrien)  Casey's We r e t r a c e d  our  wheeling 
and found our h o s t  across  t he  road and only  about t e n  rods West of the  
s a i d  o ld  place.  Af t e r  d inne r ,  wi th  an understanding t h a t  I ' d  meet 
them over a t  the  o l d  sp r ing ,  I l e f t  them t o  go and p i t c h  t h e i r  bundles 
- not  t h a t  I would not  have enjoyed same myself - I s t a r t e d  f o r  the  o ld  
"Big-Ravine", th inking ,  I ' d  v i s i t  t he  scenes where we had s i x t y  and more 
years  herded the c a t t l e ,  s tuddied  our  catechism, picked nu t s  and wild 
f r u i t s  and were chased by a l l  k inds  of  wild animals-even imaginary ones. .... I was d isapoin ted .  'I 

v\ 
Aev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 21 

Notarius 
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Nothing of  t h e  o l d  land-marks remained, except  t he  rav ine  i t s e l f .  
The l i t t l e  bushes had become t a l l  t r e e s  so  t h a t  one could not  s e e  any 
of the  b e a u t i f u l  o l d  h i l l s .  We dodged under the  fence t o  g e t  some wild 
plums - l i t t l e  Mary Hupert and I - but  i t  was too  much of a r e a l  jungle 
t o  at tempt  t o  fol low the  rav ine .  So we dodged back and followed t h e  
pas tu re  fence up over  what we used t o  c a l l  t he  "burch-burned-hill," - a 
p ic turesque  prominence s i x t y - f i v e  years  ago wi th  a b e a u t i f u l  bunch of 
white burch t r e e s  l i k e  a beard on i t s  nose and about a h a l f  dozen enor- 
mous boulders  t o  k inda  p r o t e c t  them. Mary about 13, soon l e f t  me behind 
climbing - with  my heavy h a b i t  over  my o t h e r  c l o t h e s  and was smi l ing  a t  
my puff ing  when I reached the  top. The one-time bolders  have been taken 
over by the  burch-family t h a t  has converted them i n t o  a s  many l i t t l e  
mounds. 

We then made f o r  t he  open f i e l d  which had n o t  grown much o r  changed 
s i n c e  1881. Down over t h e  h i l l  we went p a s t  t he  au to  t h e  o t h e r s  had 
l e f t  near  the  s i g h t  where you were born t o  t he  s p r i n g  - j u s t  a l i t t l e  pud- 
d l e  now. I f e l t  t h a t  I had climbed enough; s o  waited a t  the s p r i n g  till 
<-he i r  vo ices  reached up from away down i n  the  woody rav ine .  Then I whist-  
l ed  on my thumbs and they  answered. Seeing the  jungle- l ike p ropos i t i on  I 
would have been up a g a i n s t  had I attempted t o  come down t h a t  s h o r t  q u a r t e r  
of a mi le ,  they had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t h r e e  P a t r e s  and Aves i n  honor of t he  
L i t t l e  Flower t h a t  t h e i r  Rev. a s s o c i a t e  might some how appear.  

We climbed back t o  t he  au to  where I had l e f t  Mary and then took a 
l a s t  view of the  o l d  bui ld ing-s ight .  A l l  was l e f t  was the  caved-in c e l l a r ,  
with an acorn t h a t  we d id  n o t  have t o  look f o r .  Its sprout  upwards was 
t h i r t y  fee t , . . . . .  

S i x  of us  - ~ a r y ' s  b r o t h e r  and the  d r i v e r  - s t a r t e d  back over the  
f i e l d .  Having dropped the  c h i l d r e n  o f f  a t  the  house we s t a r t e d  v i a  River 
F a l l s  f o r  S a i n t  Paul - s topping  i n  t he  former t o  v i s i t  my God-mother, Mrs. 
Cath. Manion Lowe, 83.  Needless t g  s ay  she was p leased  t h a t  we c a l l e d .  
It was he r  rough and ready, big-hearted father-in-law who moved us  from 
the  River-bank home when I was about t h r e e  yea r s  o ld .  I t  seemed t o  me 
even then t h a t  he was an o ld  man though he probably was not  more than i n  
h i s  f i f t i e s .  

How wonderful is memory and a l l  t he  g i f t s  of God t h a t  He b l e s s e s  us  
with! Who would eve r  have dreamed it p o s s i b l e  s i x t y  years  ago t h a t  we'd 
be ab le  some day t o  g e t  t o  S t .  Paul  j u s t  a s  an evening d r i v e ?  Thanks be 
t o  God . for  a l l  H i s  b l e s s i n g s  and mercies.  Thanks a l s o  t o  our  Blessed 
Mother Mary, next  t o  J e sus  f o r  having given H i m  t o  us.  

1 '3 , - -444 

Rev. Charl~js Dillen, c.i.c.m 
Notarius 
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Dear Margaret; I am almost d i sapoin ted  a t  t h i s  long l e t t e r  because 
of t he  many words and h a r d l y  anything s a i d .  I j u s t  meant t o  type a s o r t  
of P.S. and now look where we are!  However, before  I c l o s e ,  l e t  me t e l l  
you a poss ib l e  remedy f o r  young Edward. 

For years ,  when Seraphic Mass Assoc ia t ion  and every th ing  seemed fu- 
t i l e  - unavai l ing  - I have been recomending the  reading of t he  l i f e  of 
our Blessed Mother Mary, - "The Myst ical  C i t y  of God". It is s o  much the 
dear  Blessed Vi rg in ' s  own work - having coached the  a c t u a l  w r i t e r  - t h a t  
I and o t h e r s  have been r e f e r i n g  t o  i t  a s  t he  autobiography of our  Blessed 
Mother h e r s e l f .  Of l a t e  I have been t r y i n g  t o  read only  a f t e r  praying t o  
the Holy S p i r i t  f o r  enlightenment and guidance, and before  my l a t e  "(k)nock 
out", on my knees. I am no t ,  i f  I t o l d  Mary casey about t h a t  when h e r  
bro ther  James, Jr. was expec t ing  t o  have an ope ra t ion  f o r  o s t e m a l i t i s  I am 
not  c e r t a i n ,  bu t  I know she  made a promise t o  t he  Poor s o u l s  a t  t he  time 
t h a t  i f  t he re  were no ope ra t ion  necessary  she 'd  e n r o l l  them f i f t y  t imes i n  
the  s a i d  Mass Associat ion.  

I have known o f  ve ry  remarkable cases .  This one I am s u r e  w i l l  in- 
t e r e s t  you, About New Years 1941, i n c l i n e d  t o  be discouraged i n  regard t o  
Fr. M. ~ o a c h i m ' s  cond i t i on ,  I made up my mind, notwithstanding the  f a c t  
t h a t  it had taken me n e a r l y  e i g h t  yea r s  t o  f i n i s h  the four  books before  - 
the  "Conception" 610 pages, t he  " Incarna t ion  608 pages, the  "Transfixion" 
790 pages and the  "Coronation" 610 pages - t h a t  I ' d  pray them t h i s  time on 
my knees. 

I had ha rd ly  s t a r t e d  when Fr.  M . J .  wrote t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Fr. ~ d w ' d  which 
I received back from the  P h i l .  I s l e s  wi th  comment: " t h i s  is  the  b e s t  l e t t e r  
I ' v e  received from him i n  years". And before  I was k through wi th  the  f i r s t  
book he was saying Holy Mass - i , e ,  on S a i n t  P a t r i c k ' s  Day and four  o t h e r  
Masses t h a t  week. Deo Gra t i a s !  On October 16th I f in i shed  the second book 
and t h a t  day I rece ived  about the  most encoureging l e t t e r  from him of any 
ye t .  

So Have them a l l  g e t  on the  job and s torm Heaven f o r  poor young Edward 
and h i s  family t h a t  they  g e t  back toge the r  a s  we would a l l  l i k e  t o  s e e  our  
f r i e n d s  t o  do. 

With b e s t  regards  and God's b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l ,  I beg t o  remain 

S ince re ly  Yours i n  t he  Sacred Heart  

F r .  Solanus,O.F.M.Cap. 

Pra ised  be Je sus  - and ou r  Blessed Mother Mary! 

P.S. Many thanks f o r  f i n e  photographs. Too bad you would not  have had the 
22 grandchi ldren  along i n  t he  crowd. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Rev. Charles Dillea c,i.c.m. 



1945, September 9 

The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL ' S CHURCH 

225 JEROME STREET 

BROOKLYN 7 ,  N. Y. 

Sept .  9 t h  1945 

Mrs. Margaret LeDoux 
1515 - 20th Ave. 
Oakland, Cal ' a  

My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret T. 

God b l e s s  you and yours.  I j u s t  came ac ros s  your l e t t e r  of J u l y  16 
and I thought: "God h e l p  us ,  another  negligence"! I must be about f i f t y  
l e t t e r s  behind - q u i t e  some no t  opened. Pray the  dea r  Lord g ive  some 
system o r  o t h e r  whereby I keep up. 

Thanks be t o  God, however, my h e a l t h  has been good eve r  s i n c e  I 
s t a r t e d  on my 9000 o r  more mi l e s  - even though i t  was feared  I ' d  n o t  be 
ab l e  t o  make it  t o  S e a t t l e  and back t o  De t ro i t .  Yes Deo g r a t i a s .  

I am sending you a c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  John and Edi th  i n  s epa ra t e  Enve- 
lope. I hope i t  be OK. 1 ' ve  n o t  heard from Msgr. ~ d w ' d  s i n c e  I l e f t  
him on the  bus f o r  M t .  Angel. We'd come i n  from Los Angeles t h e  n i g h t  
before  and o f f e red  Holy Mass i n  the  Cathedral  - and had a n i c e  conference 
with the  Archbishop. A t  1:30 P.M. Owen l e f t  me on the  t r a i n  f o r  S e a t t l e .  
That was Saturday. Sunday and Monday I had holy   ass) a t  xhe Convent. 
Fr. M. Joachim se rv ing ,  and l e f t  f o r  Spokane Monday 16 about 9 P.M. 
Stopped over 24 hours  i n  Spokane; on t r a i n  a l l  day Wednesday from 7:20 
a.m. till Thursday 10:30 i n  S t .  Paul ;  s a i d  holy  Mass Friday i n  S t .  Paul ,  
Saturday i n  Chicago, Sunday i n  D e t r o i t ,  Monday i n  N.Y,C . ,  Tuesday i n  
Brooklyn. Missed 2 Masses from Lo; Angeles. 

Thanks be t o  God f o r  a l l  th ings .  Pra ised  be Jesus!  

Fr .  Solanus 

P.S. Best regards  t o  my "boss Frank". Too bad time was s o  sho r t . , .  
~ ' d  come back a plumber. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 95817 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1946, September 22 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t he  handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

SAINT FELIX CAPUCHIN FRIARY 

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

XV Sunday Sept .  22 - '46 

"0 a l l  ye works of the  Lord! b l e s s  the  Lord. " Can t i c l e  

Mrs. Margaret The. LeDoux 
Oakland C a l i f o r n i a  

God b l e s s  you& Dear S i s t e r  Margaret - you and yours .  -- - 
Rememberances of l a t e ,  have been whispering aga in  & again  of you and 

poor dea r  Frank wi th  your b i g  family and p r o s a i c  handicaps - and wi th  a l l  
- neve r the l e s s  your God-given f a i t h  t o  c a r r y  on i n  face  of  so  many d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s l  0 t h e  Fa i th!  How l i t t l e  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  i n  t h i s  world t o  
app rec i a t e  it! I was s t r o l l i n g  i n  the orchard and vineyard t h i s  a.m. 
b o u n t i f u l l y  loaded. Deo G r .  and knee l ing  i n  t he  l i t t l e  Capuchin cemetery 
- a l l  behind t h i s  i d e a l  monastery, - I was t h r i l l e d  by the  chimes of SS. 
Pe t e r  and Paul  i n  t h e i r  tower smi l ing  a t  me l e s s  ( t han )  two mi l e s  away - 
thoughts mu l t ip l i ed  of t he  wonderful p a s t .  Wonderful indeed t o  muse over! 
Thanks be t o  God. S t i l l  how Comparatively melancoly when, anchored i n  
holy  f a i t h ,  we t u r n  t o  t he  s p r i n g  of E te rna l  b lessedness  assured our  per- 
severence.... . .Indeed: what is al.1 t he  p a s t ,  a s i d e  from the  p r i v i l e g e  t h a t  
ought t o  be our  supreme aim, t o  have f o s t e r e d  and t o  f o s t e r  - apprec i a t ion  
of  ou r  being c h i l d r e n  of o u r  Heavenly Fa ther  and of our  Blessed Mother Mary? 
A s  Fr.  ~ d w ' d  pu t s  it "What i s  50 years  of pa in  t o  the  end le s s  Joys awai t ing  ....................................... US above!"...... :... 
23rd. Dear Margaret. 

When I read the  above I almost t o r e  i t  up. It is no t  what was i n  my 
mind t o  wr i te . . . . . I  wanted t o  t e l l  you our  planning f o r  months before  poor, 
dear  B r .  Guss d ied  i n  some way t o  imoothe o f f  t he  " f r i c t i o n "  between him and 
some one e l s e  and about how b e a u t i f u l l y  t he  dea r  Lord took ca re  of  t h a t  f o r  
u s . , . I  f e l t  a l l  a long t h a t  i t  was nothing more than a misunderstanding be- 
tween them. Such i t  turned ou t  t o  be, Deo Gra t i a s .  They both wrote me 
b e a u t i f u l  l e t t e r s  about i t .  I n  f a c t  months before  Guss go t  s i c k  he wrote me 
asking prayers  f o r  t he  o t h e r  pa r ty .  L a t e r  on, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  oper- 
a t i o n  and a f t e r  t h e  r e a l l y  b e a u t i f u l  understanding between them he wrote me 
again . . . . q  u i t e  resigned to the probabtbttp pf  what a c t u a l l y  came and appeal- 
ing t o  t he  Sacred a s  h i s  on ly  source of hope of rescue.  How beaut iful , . . .He 
died on the Feas t  I t s e l f . . . .  

Well, thank God f o r  another  b e a u t i f u l  dea the  i n  t he  Family. How gra te -  
ful 'we ought t o  be!...................................... 

f 
) / 3- ,q, tdA". -- 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.ra, 
Notarius 

25 



1946, September 22 

Page 2 

Mrs. Margaret The, LeDoux 

I wanted t o  t e l l  you j u s t  b r i e f l y  of F.F. Maurice and Edward's 
v i s i t  here two weeks ago. They came down from S t .  Paul with Joe 
O'Brien - Brother-in-law, Aunt Mary, Uncle Pat  Murphy's Wife, having 
stopped over n ight  with Dean and Mildred Conley i n  Chicago. Msgr. 
went on t o  Boston a day o r  two a f t e r .  Fr. M . J .  s tayed ten days - 
seemingly enjoying where as a novice he put  i n  about t en  months f i f -  
teen years  ago. Thanks be t o  Cod, tho a l i t t l e  r e s t l e s s  he seems 
doing p r e t t y  well ,  saying holy Mass every day. ....... Helena was 
here a few days ahead of the  Rev. Brothers. 

This is  the  end of a purpose I made yesterday a.m. of wri t ing  a 
card t o  each of my brothers  and s i s t e r s  i n  the West.I1.....Man purposes 
but God disposestf 

Love and God's b less ing  t o  a l l  - t o  your own, t o  Grace and a l l  the  
Brady-Clan and f r iends  t o  the  nor th  and south. 

Praised be the  Merciful God!... 

Fr. Solanus 0,F.M.Cap. 

Original  i n  possession o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 
Motarius 



c. 1947, October 4 

The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typewr i t t en  or igina-1 
og t h e  Servant  of God, Father  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 

Bles'd be God! Route 8 

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

October 4 th ,  Feas t  of S a i n t  Franc is .  

My dear  S i s t e r  Margaret Terese;  

God b l e s s  you these  wonderful days - of our  wonderful Pa t ron  of S t .  
Therese, yes te rday  and of the  holy  Rosary. I hope you keep we l l  i n  body, 
mind and i n  soul .  Thanks be t o  God I can no t  complain i n  these  regards ,  
- save of course some neg lec t  on my p a r t  regard ing  the  l a s t .  

I am j u s t  g e t t i n g  ready t o  go t o  my doctor  - a ch i rop rac to r  - and a 
very  c l e v e r  one. Sad t o  say ,  however, he has been f o r  s e v e r a l  years  away 
from h i s  family and from the  holy  Sacraments. We a r e  t r y i n g  hard t o  b r ing  
him back t o  h i s  senses ,  a s  I t e l l  him. We j u s t  f e a r  t h a t  he is  too c l e v e r  
f o r  h i s  own good - too  much savor ing  of  t he  b i g  head. So you can he lp  us  
by a prayer  now and then f o r  t he  conversion of  D r .  Jake Young. H i s  poor 
wife  i s  a convert  and keeps up g r e a t  pa t i ence  wi th  him. His b i t t e r n e s s  t o  
he r  is  h i s  t roub le ,  though they have t h r e e  ve ry  c r e d i t a b l e  c h i l d r e n ,  s i x  
grand-children and he is i n  h i s  middle s i x t i e s .  

I s e n t  a l i t t l e  message t o  your Edwin a few days ago which ought ( t o )  
reach you ve ry  s h o r t l y ,  i f  no t  ahead of t h i s .  I have o f t e n  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  
I had n o t  h i s  address  and t h a t  I fo rgo t  t he  name of t he  b o s p i t a l  i n  which 
we v i s i t e d  the  poor dear  i n v a l i d .  May it p lease  the  Sacred Hear t s  of J e sus  
and Mary t o  t u rn  h i s  long i l l n e s s  t o  have been a manifest  b l e s s i n g  of some 
kind! .... 

It is  near ing  time f o r  t he  d a i l y  l e t t e r  c o l l e c t i o n .  So I ' l l  have t o  
f i n i s h  t h i s  a l r eady  t a rdy  note .  Almost fo rgo t  t o  thank you f o r  your in- 
t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  r ecen t ly .  I guesH you must be more o r  l e s s  accustomed t o  
such neg lec t  from these  q u a r t e r s .  P lease  pardon. 

Grace a l s o  t e l l s  me of h e r  s en io r  Bernard coming from the  East  and of 
he r  poss ib l e  v i s i t  h i t h e r .  P lease  ... b e s t  regards  t o  h e r  and t o  my many 
namesakes ou t  t h e r e  and a l l  our  dea r  ones. 

S ince re ly  i n  t he  Sacred Hear t s  of J e sus  and Mary, 

Your Brother  B. Fr.  Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd. S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.mi 
Notarius 
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1947, December 25 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  a handwri t ten message 
added t o  a Seraphic Mass Assoc ia t ion  card  by the  Servant  of God, 
Father  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

For Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year 

t o  Margaret - Frank LeDoux - Family 
- Clan. 

S p e c i a l l y  (membership) 

Dec. 25, 1947 

Fr .  Solanus 0.F.M.Cap. 

Requested wi th  b e s t  wishes f o r  a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and b lessed  New Year, 

by 
one i n  bed most of  t he  day -- 

(Continued on the  r eve r se  of Card) 

Dear Margaret and Frank:- 

God b l e s s  you t h i s  BL. Feast .  I s t a r t e d  t o  w r i t e  you s e v e r a l  
days ago but  something thwarted my success  i n  reaching you f o r  t h i s  
51s t  anniv 'y  of my f i r s t  f u l l  day i n  the Order Deo G r .  I ' v e  been 
checqued i n  my rush of  work by weeping eczema; Thanks be t o  God f o r  
each and a l l  of His designs.  Was ab le  however t o  a t t e n d  Sol.-mid- 
ngt  Mass and o f f e r  one holy  Mass besides...Deo Gr . !  Feet  a r e  im- 
proving...and otherwise am q u i t e  we l l .  

Bles 'd  be God i n  a l l  His designs.  

Fr. Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Jan.  18th Am s t i l l  mostly on the  mat ress ,  tho say ing  holy  Mass % 

every day. I l o s t  four  d a i l y  Masses inc luding  two on Xmas. I 
am hoping th ings  b r igh ten  soon. Hope t h i s  even so  t a r d i l y  coming 
may be no t  too l a t e .  Had a n i c e  l e t t e r  from S i s t e r  M. Cleopha 

Pra ised  be Je sus  Chr i s t .  Fr.  Sol .  

SERAPHIC MASS ASSOCIATION 

ST. FELIX MONASTERY 

' ' HUNTIMGTON , I N D  . 
Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  of:  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 95817 

Rev. Charles Dillen, cJ.c.m, 
Notcuius 



1948 ,  September 30 

The following is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  typewrit ten 
o r i g i n a l  of the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. 
Cap. 

Bles'd be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs! and i n  H i s  mercy; which 
is above a l l  H i s  wonderful works, 

September 30 ' 4 8  

My Dear Nephew Edwin LeDoux: 

God b l e s s  you and yours. I j u s t  received a l e t t e r  from 
your dear  Mother -- my S i s t e r  Margaret, who t e l l s  me you a r e  
a t  l a s t  slowly improving. Thanks be t o  God f o r  the  favorable 
repor t !  I have o f t e n  wanted t o  wr i t e  you; f o r  I know you 
must o f t e n  ge t  lonely  and discouraged. And ye t ,  we see  i n  
such inumerable cases and a re  assured on every page of Holy 
Scr ip ture  t h a t :  "Those whom God loves He t r i e s  ," 

I f  our s h o r t  s ightedness would only l e t  us ge t  a peep 
i n t o  the  i n f i n i t e  depths of e t e r n i t y  and even a shadow of 
the glory there  reserved f o r  those who s u f f e r  p a t i e n t l y  and 
a t  l e a s t  resignedly 01 how l i k e  nothing would seem a l l  the 
momentary joys of time and the  sorrows a l i k e ,  No doubt it 
is  because we th ink so  l i g h t l y  and perhaps t o  seldomly about 
the g rea t  mysteries  i n  connection with t h i s  phenomenon - time 
-- e te rn i ty !  

I am sending you a few l i t t l e  l e a f l e t s  t h a t  I am sure  
you w i l l  p r o f i t  by reading and w i l l  l i k e .  When you think 
of i t ,  please o f f e r  a l i t t l e  prayer f o r  me and o f f e r  some 
of your confinement f o r  conversion of my doctor  - back t o  
the Sacraments and h i s  family. 

God b l e s s  you again Edwin. ... 
Fr. Solanus,O.F.M.Cap 

Original  i n  possession o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 4 1nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 9 5 8  17 



c.  1949, October 16 

The following is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  handwritten o r i g i n a l  
by the Servant of  God, Father Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

SAINT FELIX CAPUCHIN FRIARY 

EUNTINGTON , INDI-WA 

Written on f ron t  of p ic tu re  post-card p i c t u r e  ,a£  the  Friary:  

Thanks be t o  God: We have t h i r t y  promising novice -- near ly  a l l  18 
yrs .  old t h i s  year ,  i f  ava i l ab le  we could place 100 p r i e s t s  i n  the  
missions. "The harves t  ... g r e a t  ... l abore r s  a r e  few." Bles'd be 
God! 

Written on reverse s ide :  

Bles'd be God i n  a l l  and each of H i s  designs! 
October 16th. 

God b less  you Margaret - you and yours. 

The herewith enclosed came back yesterday.  A t  f i r s t  it was a 
su rp r i se ,  - till I saw "Los Angeles" ins tead  of 0k.- 

Well Grace A.  and Bernard l e f t  l a s t  - p.m.(about 3:30), f o r  
Mildred and Dean's a f t e r  about a 2 1  hours v i s i t .  Both seemed t o  have 
enjoyed t h e i r  meeting, e t c ,  i n  New York and r e t u r n  so  f a r .  

They were f iguer ing  (vaguely) on see ing too Burkhardt, Hudson, 
St .  Paul, Superior and S.Paul and Gracevi l le .  ...... God b less  you 
each and a l l .  Glad "Clem's l i t t l e  one r a l l i e d  so  for tunate ly .  

Deo g r a t i a s !  

. , .Fr.  Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n  possession o f :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 - 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA, 95817 



1950, May 17 

The following is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  typewrit ten o r i g i n a l  
of the  Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

May 17 - '50 ST. FELIX FRIARY Blessed be God. 

Route 8 I n  a l l  H i s  designs! 

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

My Dear Margaret and Frank: 

God bless  you and guide you and yours. I hope t h i s  f inds  you i n  
the holy joy and calmness of the  Resurection and the Ascension t h a t  
f i l l e d  the  souls  of Mary our Blessed Mother and he r  l i t t l e  Family - 
the nucleus of the  Church - as  they waited and pleaded f o r  the coming 
on the Holy Ghos t . 

I received your telegram of poor, long-suffering l i t t l e  Edwin. 
Confident t h a t  h i s  was a happy t r a n s i t i o n  r a t h e r  than a death i n  the  
usual  sense,  I ra the r  congratulate you on having such a chosen one t o  
give t o  God; and consequently, on having one of your Family - i n  God's 
mercy we hope the  second one - t o  make in te rcess ion  fo r  the r e s t  of us,  
s t i l l ,  "viatores". Of course I never the less  sympathize with you on the  
temporal l o s s  and separa t ion  you must f o r  some time expect t o  experience 
i n  h i s  regard. You w i l l  possibly miss him a t  l e a s t  when forced t o  aban- 
don your wanted v i s i t s  t o  your f r i end ly  l i t t l e  hosp i t a l .  

Miss him? Indeed; and fo r  a time and i n  a way perhaps more than 
you'd miss any of the o the r s  had someone e l s e  gone ins tead .  Poor, dear  
Edwin! How of ten  I have remembered our p r iv i l eged  l i t t l e  v i s i t  with him 
f i v e  years  ago and wished I could v i s i t  him again and again! Well, 
though I th ink we can pray t o  him with good r e s u l t s  ye t  because it is  
e a s i l y  poss ib le  too t h a t  he i s  s t i l l  detained from the g r e a t ,  f i n a l  Goal 
of the s a i n t s ,  i t  is no doubt our f i r s t  duty t o  keep up our prayers f o r  
him and r a t h e r  mult iply them a t  l e a s t  f o r  a time. This I a t  l e a s t  pur- 
pose t o  do, with the he lp  of our Guardian Angels and the grace of Almighty 
God. 

Dec. 22nd J u s t  came across t h i s  unfinished card. I hope i t s  bet- 
t e r  I send i t  j u s t  as  it is than s t a r t  another a t  t h i s  pressing season 
and as  before,  miss-out again. ..... 

What a wonderful g i f t  of God i s  memory! But what is  it t o  compare 
with hope! .. Ah! They cooperate together  t o  g l o r i f y  God, with the o ther  
two of the  t r iune  v i r t u e ,  f a i t h  and char i ty .  Glory t o  God i n  the highest!  
And on e a r t h  - peace, t o  men of good w i l l . "  -How apprecia te?  Where is  our 
g ra t i tude?  May the merciful  providence of God supply our deficiency here- 
i n  till our Heavenly Father c a l l  us Home by the  l i g h t  of the Holy, the 
In fan t  Jesus pe r fec t  us  i n  these  shades of e t e r n a l  happiness! 

Don't forget  t o  pray fo r  you poor Brother ... Fr. Solanus 0.F.M.Cap. 

Or ig inal  i n  possession of:  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

Notarius 



1950, J u l y  4 

The fol lowing is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  typewri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
of the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs!  J u l y  4 t h  1950 

My dea r  S i s t e r  Margaret Therese and Brother  Frank. I do hope t h i s  
f i n d s  you a l l  i n  good h e a l t h  and hopeful  out look.  Thanks be t o  God 
f o r  a l l  h i s  mercies t o  us  and f o r  every th ing .  I received your wire .  

I o f f e red  my holy  Mass t h i s  Morning f o r  your i n t e n t i o n s  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  your la tely-deceased Edwin. I hope he is  a l r eady  
i n  Heaven praying f o r  the  r e s t  of us .  No doubt you miss him a s  
much a s  you would any of the  o t h e r s ,  probably more. I have o f t e n  
thought of him s i n c e  our l i t t l e  v i s i t  t o  him i n  the  h o s p i t a l  f i v e  
years  yesterday,  and of  you a l l  of course.  What a s h o r t  f i v e  years!  
Glory be t o  God! 

I was i n  S t .  Joseph Hosp i t a l ,  Fo r t  Wayne a couple weeks myself 
r ecen t ly .  Thanks be t o  God f o r  t h e  same and thank H i m  doublly I am 
back t o  S t .  Fe l ix  s i n c e  l a s t  Friday. It i s  q u i e t  he re  j u s t  about 
a mile  from Town and wi th  o t h e r  b i r d s  t h a t  e n t e r t a i n ,  I am l i s t e n i n g  
t o  the  simple c a l l  o f  t he  t u r t l e  dove and the  q u a i l ,  so  f a m i l i a r  
more than seventy-f ive years  back. Thei r  o ld  "bob white" c a l l  i s  
musical now. Perhaps because l i k e  an old-time song i t  br ings  back 
memories of innocent days and, maybe happier  dreamings. Deo g r a t i a s .  

Dear M. and F.:- 

I was up i n  Wisconsin l a s t  week. Some one Kindly "unearthed"... 

Wri t ten on r eve r se  s i d e  on P i c t u r e  of S a i n t  F e l i x  Capuchin F r i a ry :  

Sept .  19th, 1952 

We divided our  province t h i s  year .  This  i s  now a house of 
s t u d i e s  - 53 studying philosophy - c l o s e  t o  70 i n  family. 

Deo G r .  
The novitiate is back i n  S t .  Bonaventure's. D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possession of :  

Laurence Le Doux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 

! iy( 3 tL..&"d 
Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 

Motcrius 
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1953, May 5 

The following is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  typewrit ten o r i g i n a l  
of the  Servant of God, Father Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

May 5, 1953 INFIRMARY ST. FELIX FRIARY Blessed be God! 

HUNTINGTON INDIANA I n  a l l  H i s  designs. 

God b l e s s  you My Dear S i s t e r  Margaret Therese. 

I hope t h i s  f inds  you b e t t e r  than I have been - r a t h e r  say  I was - 
these pas t  few days. Glory be t o  God, however, the  improvement I f e e l  
s t a r t e d  yesterday ( Monday-morning). When the  Doctor came my tempera- 
tu re  was normal - was s t i l l  improved l a s t  n ight  when I s t a r t e d  typing 
t o  you but simply gave i t  up. Had a pecu l i a r ly  s l eep less  n igh t  Glory 
be t o  God! But of fered  Holy Mass t h i s  Morning with l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  - 
f i r s t  t i n e  s ince  . Please God I ' l l  be leaving the infirmary Tomorrow. 
I know there is abundance work wait ing f o r  a t  l e a s t  a glance of inspec t in  
but with God's grace and help  of o the r s  - and no doubt p lenty  of mistakes 
and overs ights  - we ' l l  g e t  thru.  

Glory be t o  God f o r  another death i n  the  Family, whose outstanding 
fea tures  - confident res ignat ion  t o  God's w i l l  t h a t  bordered c lose  t o  
the heroic  acceptance of soul  - c h i s s i l i n g  pains f o r  20 mom. grace and 
never-failing, mir thful  humili ty - Ah! t r a i t s  of s a n c t i f i e d  charac ter  
t h a t  stand out  i n  the  l i v e s  of those whose death the  Moly Ghost g lo r i -  
f i e s  a s  precious i n  the s i g h t  of the  Lord. .".. Yes I was disayointed 
a t  not  having reached poor, dear ,  l i t t l e  "Granma Grace" before,  a s  w e  
can confidently hope she d id ,  gent ly  s igh  her  weary soul  t o  heaven. ... 
I th ink she knows now why I f a i l e d  and I hardly  th ink she blames me. 
Rather I am asking he r  t o  come and he lp  me her  poor, cloding s tup id  
brother  - j u s t  a t  present  a stumbling 3/4s inval id .  Deo Grat ias  

1 was r e a l l y  f iguer ing  on sending t h a t  l e t t e r  t o  her  o lder  S i s t e r  
who I am sure  w i l l  miss dear  Grace more than any of the r e s t  of us ;  
having been these severa l  years  from each o the r  l i t e r l y  " j u s t  across 
the  Golden Gate". A t  your suggestion and from your l e t t e r  I th ink it 
would be more p r a c t i c a l  Kosemary. - i f  I can ge t  i t  f inished.  

Sineerely.....your Brother B. 
Pr. Solanus O.F,M.Cap. 

Am inc los ing Msgr. ~ ' d ' s  latest . . . . . . . . .  God be p r a i s ' d  

Or ig inal  i n  possession of :  
Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento, CA. 95817 

/ 
1 1  / " l J k r ,  

Rev. Charles Dille 
PJotarius 



1954, October 19 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typewri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
of the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY October 19th "54 Blessed be God i n  a31 H i s  designs!  

Huntington, Indiana 

God b l e s s  you my dear  S i s t e r  Margaret Therese - you and yours t hese  days,  
a t  once of a theism - (climax a t  once, of moral degeneracy, of i n t e l l e c t u a l  
i n s a n i t y  and of d i a b o l i c a l  blasphemy), and of ~ o d ' s  g r e a t  mercies.  I j u s t  
read your p a t h e t i c  l e t t e r  and c e r t a i n l y  do sympathize wi th  a l l  of you. 
How merc i fu l  the  Good God! Ah! t o  check us now and then by l e t t i n g  us  
run up aga ins t  a snag of some kind t h a t  h a u l t s  us f o r  a t  l e a s t  a moment of 
r e f l e c t i o n  on the  r e a l  purpose of our  a s i s t e n c e  a s  r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e s ;  
ETERNITY I N  GCD. 

Your p ropos i t i on  is gone t o  p r o v i n c i a l  headquar te rs  i n  D e t r o i t ,  Mich- 
igan and i t  may some days before  a c t i o n  can be taken i n  i t s  regard.  I n  
t he  meantime I am e n r o l l i n g  the  p r o j e c t  i n  t he  "emergency l is t"  of t he  
Seraphic Mass Associat ion and am thanking God ahead of time f o r  H i s  be- 
nignant  answer t o  our  prayers .  Let  me s t r e s s  the  importance he re ,  t h a t  
a l l  concerned j o i n  i n  thanksgiving toge the r .  Le t  each one promise a few 
Holy Communi,ons e x t r a  f o r  t he  holy  Souls i n  Purgatory - e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
our  own r e l a t i v e s  t he re  - s t a r t i n g ,  t he  sooner t he  b e t t e r .  ... The fo l -  
lowing w i l l  g ive  you and idea ,  somewhat, o f  how r e s u l t s  come. 

Eas t  Palm Sunday we had q u i t e  a "goudium" he re  from Wyandotte, Mich- 
igan.  A c e r t a i n  Mrs. Magolan c a l l e d  from t h a t  suburb of De t ro i t :  "Father: 
We were f igue r ing  on com(ing) down t o  Huntington next  Sunday; bu t  my Hus- 
band had l i k e  a s t roke  t h i s  Morning and we don ' t  know where we'r  a t .  He 
is  not  himself". That was Thursday about 9 o 'c lock A.M. This family f o r  
s e v e r a l  years  has been br inging  a t  l e a s t  one bus-load of people down t o  
Corpus C h r i s t i  c e l e b r a t i o n  and they have wonderful f a i t h .  "0 Mrs. Magolan!" 
I answered. "Where is your Fa i th?  .., I'll t e l l  you. Get your f r i e n d s  t o  
s t a r t  a triduum of Holy Communions f o r  t he  g lo ry  of God on t h a t  day and a t  
the same time i n  thanks-giving f o r  H i s  answer t o  our  prayers  - we a l l  help- 
ing ,  tomorrow, Saturday and Sunday." 

"O!" she exclaimed; That ' s  grand." I could almost s ee  the  t e a r s  i n  
he r  voice.  ... I s a i d  nothing t o  anyone f u r t h e r  about i t .  But i n  the  
mean time I was apointed f o r  t he  High Mass a t  8'01. (We have no p a r i s h  
here;  j u s t  a co l l ege  of about f i f t y  phi losophers  and have the  holy Masses 
a t  6:15 and 8:OO.). M r .  Magolan was t h e  f i r s t  t o  rece ive  H. Com. - "At  
t he  wheel1' himself about h a l f  t he  way, 175 mi les .  Deo g r a t i a s .  1 'd  never 
seen him before  look s o  we l l .  A 100% himself  eve r  s ince .  Glory B. 

Fr .  Sol .  
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1954, October 19 

Page 2 

S i s t e r  Margaret Therese 

October 23 - 9:30 p.m. 

Dear Margaret f wanted t o  t e l l  you of a t  l e a s t  a few o t h e r  remarkable 
cases  - answers t o  prayers  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  conect ion wi th  the  wonderful 
Seraphic Mass Associat ion.  Inc iden t ly ,  i n  which we e n r o l l e d  you and 
Frank a f t e r  r ece iv ing  your l e t t e r  about a week ago. I hoped t o  g e t  
t h i s  o f f  t o  you before  t he  middle of t he  week, and he re  i t  ( i s )  Satur- 
day n i g h t  j u s t  s t r i k i n g  ten .  Glory be t o  God! 

October 26, 9:20 P.M. According t o  t he  bapt ismal  c e r t i f i c a t e  ... I was 
84 yesterday.  Deo Gr!  ... Deo G r t !  Dear Margaret: I ha rd ly  th ink  I 
ever  t o l d  you about our  e n r o l l i n g  companys and p r o j e c t s  i n  the  Seraphic 
Mass ~ s ' n .  The following - f i r s t  i n  s e v e r a l  s i m i l a r  t o  i t  s i n c e  - I am 
su re  w i l l  p l ea se  you. 

The slump of  1926-25-Winter was tough one on D e t r o i t e r s .  Every Auto 
f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  c i t y  shu t  down f o r  a t  l e a s t  a week a t  Christmas, without  a 
word when they would s t a r t  up again.  Only a day o r  two before  New Years 
was i t  announced t h a t  Ford would s t a r t  up aga in ,  such and such a day 
a f t e r  New Years and would cont inue a t  t h r e e  days a week till f u r t h e r  no- 
t i c e .  That was q u i t e  a "beam of  hope" f o r  perhaps mi l l i ons .  The o t h e r  
auto-companies followed l i n g e r l i n g l y ,  bu t  mast of them j u s t  one and two 
days each week - one of t h e  s lowes t  seemingly, the Chevrolet ,  which as we 
learned  only  a year  o r  two l a t e r ,  had a l r eady  s t a r t e d  nego t i a t i ons  to- 
wards bankruptcy. ... On the  12th of  February, Thursday about 9 p.m., 
John McKenna who had become e n t h u s i a s t i c  about the Ser .  Mass Asso'n t he  
f i r s t  months a f t e r  my a r r i v a l  back from New York, August I s t ,  1924, came 
t o  the  Office.  He was e v i d e n t l y  discouraged,  notwithstanding h i s  o ther -  
wise wonderful Fa i th .  

"Father", he began, "I don ' t  know what t o  do; I c a n ' t  support  a 
wi fe  and family the  ( ) I ' v e  been working. I haven ' t  had a f u l l  day 
now i n  two weeks; and To-Day I had only  two hours.  ... Theyler  always 
f ind ing  an a l i b i  t o  send the  men home." .... A l l  a t  once a s  tho by in- 
s p i r a t i o n :  "Father! Enro l l  the  Company! ?"  "That 's  new", thought I. 
20 times quicker  than I could t e l l  it,  however, s o  t h a t  i t  seemed absurd 
t o  h e s i t a t e ,  f lashed  on my mind: " I f  a s i n g l e  Holy Mass must h e l p  any 
l e g i t i m a t e  cause,  why should no t  f i v e  hundred Masses dayly  i n  connect ion 
wi th  the  holy fo re ign  Missions help?" "Alr ight  John, " I answered. 
"yes Father;  I ' l l  give them f i f t y  cen t s .  ... That same n i g h t  the  Com- 
pany received an astounding o rde r .  Two n i g h t s  l a t e r  McK. waved i n  tri- 
umphantly: "Father! we had over-time yes te rday  and To-Day and we heard 
t h i s  after-noon: the  Co. has  an o rde r  f o r  45000 machines, wanted i n  
t h i r t y  days". ... It was be l ieved:  t h a t  o rde r  saved Det. i t s e l f  from 
bankruptcy. PI. Pardon such patchwork - longer  than intended. 

Fr. Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 
Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  of :  

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd S t r e e t  
Sacramento - CA. 958 17 i ,1 f A-*<,>-,?L d&.& 

Rw" Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m, 



1955, January 13 

The following is a faithful transcription of the handwritten 
original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus Casey, O.F.M. 
Cap. 

Blessed be God in all His Designs! Jan. 13 - 1955 

God bless you My Dear Sister Margaret - with Brother Frank 
and all your dear ones, 

I just came across the herewith inclosed and tho't it might 
interest you. I presume my silence sometimes seems as tho' 
I had forgotten my friends....Ah! God help us! As years 
and decads pass I seem to get no - where with my correspon- 
dence. 

Thank God, however, with hardly a positive exception my old 
friends seem earnest about saving their souls - which so 
unfortunally many seem to be indifferenet about......Our 
dear brothers, Fr. E'dand O.B.J. came to our jubilee - 2 
Silver one golden - Every one present seemed more than 
pleased. Glory be! Poor dear Owen was not well but kept 
up good spirits ..... 

Fs. Solanus..... 

The original in possession of: 

Laurence LeDoux 
3205 42nd Street 
Sacramento, CA. 958 17 



1946, August 26 

The fol lowing is a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a  message w r i t t e n  by the  
Servant of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

(wr i t t en  by hand on an envelope) 

t o  h i s  S i s t e r :  

Mrs. Grace Brady 
149 Jordan Avenue 
San Francisco,  C a l i f o r n i a  

August 2 6 .  

God b l e s s  you Grace; - you and yours - 
t he se  days of God's merc i fu l  grace  and pa t ience .  .... notwi ths tanding  our  lamentable want of apprecia- 

t i o n  and g r a t i t u d e  How wonderful t he  works of the  
Lord! How inexp l i cab le  H i s  ways and H i s  mercies above 
them a l l !  How f ~ r t u n a t e  f o r  us! 

Be indulgent  t o  K.  

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Owen J. Brady 
S u i t e  2510 
3435 Wilshire  Boulevard 
Los Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a  90010 

lev. Charles Dillen, c.ic.m 
Notarius 



1934, J u l y  13 

The fol lowing i s  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the  hand- 
w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Father  Solanus 
Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

S t .  Bonaventure Monastery 

1740 M t .  E l l i o t t  Ave. 

D e t r o i t ,  Mich. 

J u l y  13, 1934 

Adrian 0 Malley 

Hem. Kiefer  ~ o s p ' l  

God b l e s s  you Adrian.....But? 

Come, shake o f f  t h a t  worry..... "Get on the  job" again  
and come over till I p u l l  your e a r s  f a r . . , .  S t .  Anthony, 
a s  Pa t ron  of Los t  Things must do something t o  g e t  you 
O.K. However, t he  dea r  Good God always knows bes t , . . . .  

P ra i sed  be H i s  Holy Name! 

Fr .  Solanus, 0.M.Cap. 

Or ig ina l  i n  Possession o f :  

Adrian ( P a t )  OrMalley 
2 1 135 Midway 
Southf i e l d  , Mich. 48075 

Bev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notaxiuv 



1946, March 2 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  hsnd- 
w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  by the  Servant  of God, Father  Solanus 
Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. MICHAEL ' S CHURCH 

225 JEROME STREET 
BROOKLYN 7 ,  N. Y. 

MAR. 2 ,  1946 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. Barden - you and yours.  

Many thanks f o r  your kind favor  j u s t  noted. 

I have given my enrol lment  over  t o  the  Poor Souls  
i n  Purgatory - e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  those of  ~ e n n e t h ' s  r e l a -  
t i v e s  - t h a t  t hey  h e l p  t o  o b t a i n  the  necessary  peace 
f o r  him t o  be consciencously e a r n e s t .  

I n  the  mean time, have a s  many a s  poss ib l e  "storm 
Heaven by d a i l y  - o r  more f requent  - Communion". Hop- 
i ng  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  word the  next  t ime and praying f o r  
God's guidance, I beg t o  remain 

S ince re ly  yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

Fr .  Solanus, O.F,M.Cap. 

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. E. M. Barden 
365 1 1  J e f f e r s o n  C t .  
Farmington H i l l s ,  M I .  48018 

Bev. ChaI::s CifZen, c.i.e.m 
Notarius 



1949, August 4 

The fol lowing is  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a Photo Copy of the  o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  of God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Aug. 4 t h  1949 ST, FELIX FRIARY Bles 'd  be God i n  a l l  H i s  

ROUTE 8 des igns  ! 

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

Miss Barbara Bedolfe 
283 Or io le  
Toronto, Ca. 

My dear  Cousin Barbara: 

God b l e s s  you and yours.  Many thanks f o r  your kind favors  duly Rec'd 
and noted. 

I wanted t o  w r i t e  a  r e a l  l e t t e r ,  bu t  i t  j u s t  seem t o  be ou t  of the  
quest ion t o  g e t  t he  time. However, I am pleased t o  know t h a t  you and our  
f r i end  Thed enjoyed your l i t t l e  v i s i t  he re .  I hope i t  d id  both of you 
good and more, t h a t  i t  w i l l  have been t o  the  advantage of what a f t e r  a l l  
is  what counts  f o r  aught ,  t he  g r e a t  Providence of God ahead of each one of 
US. 

This whole e a r t h l y  e x i s t e n c e ,  momentary a s  i t  a l l  is  - i n  view of 
e t e r n i t y  - i s  such a b i g  mystery made up of  mys te r i e s ,  t h a t  i t s  l i k e  an 
opera t ion  one has t o  submit t o  before  enjoying good h e a l t h ,  v i z ,  f o r  
those who a r e  a i l i n g ,  and s i n c e  the  F a l l  of  Adam and Eve - God h e l p  u s ,  
who i s n ' t  a i l i n g .  The g r e a t  t r o u b l e  i s  t h a t  we take  s o  L i t t l e  pa ins  t o  
app rec i a t e  the  promises t h a t  God makes us ,  i f  on ly  we keep f a i t h  wi th  H i m ,  
t h a t  without  the  grace  of God and i n  view of the  manifold b l e s s ings  He 
gives i n  a l l  na tu re ,  even i n  t h i s ,  l i k e  - a - v e s t i b u l e  t o  e t e r n i t y ,  we 
a r e  l i a b l e  t o  l o s e  s i g h t  e n t i r e l y  of  those promises of a  supe rna tu ra l  and 
e t e r n a l  n a t u r e ,  ..,,. Refering t o  t hese  l a t t e r  t h a t  grow i n  g rea tnes s  i n  
proport ion t o  the  r e f l e c t i o n  given them i n  the  l i g h t  of God's grace  a s  
seen i n  the  l i v e s  of t he  s a i n t s ,  S t .  Paul  reminds us:  " .... Eye ha th  n o t  
seen, e a r  ha th  n o t  heard,  nor  ha th  i t  en te red  i n t o  the  h e a r t  of man t o  con- 
ce ive  what God ha th  prepared f o r  them t h a t  love  H i m .  ..., 

Discouragement? ! Who is t h e r e  t h a t  is without  temptat ions i n  t h a t ,  
one of Sa tan ' s  most wei ly and succes s fu l  means of en t r ap ing  s o u l s ,  s p i r i t -  
u a l l y  inexperienced. It NEVER pays. 

A s  t o  such dream-likes you mention; they  a r e  o f t e n  from God. I t  is  
t o l d  of E l i z a  Al len ,  who was the  only  daughter  of "Old Ethan", supposed t o  
be an a t h e i s t :  and a s  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  whi le  p ick ing  b lack-ber r ies  i n  the  
woods, was rushed upon by a b i g  bear .  She had causu l ly  heard of God, and 
t h a t  i f  one were i n  g r e a t  danger and would c a l l  t o  H i m  f o r  h e l p  H i s  power 
would not  f a i l .  Accordingly, she c a l l e d  on God f o r  he lp  i n  h e r  own c h i l d - ,  

,> 
*--- 

/ -.',."--.- & 
Rev. Charlas Dillen, c.i.c.rnd 



1949, August 4 

Page 2 

Miss Barbara Bedolfe 

l i k e  way and wi th  a s  much confidence a s  she could a s  she swooned away 
t o t a l l y  unconscious. When she came t o  h e r s e l f ,  she a t  once r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
she was gen t ly  enfolded i n  t h e  arms a most inspiring-countenanced man, 
who l e t  h e r  down a t  the  edge of  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  c l e a r i n g .  She turned t o  
thank such a benefac tor ,  the momentary meeting of  whose glance a s  he l e t  
h e r  down had in sp i r ed  h e r  a t  once wi th  confidence and love bu t  he had a l -  
ready vanished, .... Her pa ren t s  w e l l  t o  do, according t o  the  s tandards  
of t he  world, whose e s t ima t ion  and apprec i a t ion  ha rd ly  reach t o  touch the  
superna tura l ,  were wont t o  t r a v e l  q u i t e  a l o t .  This ,  no t  on ly  i n  t h i s  
country but  i n  Europe and elsewhere. Na tu ra l ly  t he  l i t t l e  g i r l  t r a v e l e d  
along; but  whether a t  home o r  abroad, E l i z a  ( o r  Rose? I ts  long s i n c e  I 
read about i t ) ,  was always on the  a l e r t  f o r  t he  poss ib l e  meeting of h e r  
never-to-be-forgotten benefac tor ,  whose countenance seemed t o  be imprinted 
i n  h e r  very soul .  F i n a l l y  they went t o  a S t .  Joseph's  Convent i n  MontReal 
and on en te r ing  and see ing  the  p i c t u r e  of t h e i r  heavnly Pa t ron  over  the 
high a l t a r  (of  S t .  Joseph) ,  she  exclaimed: "That 's  the  man who rescued me 
from the  bear!" ..... She a t  once s t a r t e d  t o  f i n d  out  about S t .  Joseph and 
would have no r e s t  till she became a Ca tho l i c  and a f e rven t  member of t h a t  
community of S t .  Joseph i n  ~ t ' ~ e a 1 .  Poss ib ly  you w i l l  someday recognize 
the  "dome" a s  f a m i l i a r  t o  you and fol low God's c a l l  t o  something tending 
more d i r e c t l y  than  do the  common "broad roads of the  world", t o  " l i f e  ever- 
l a s t i n g "  . 

While you a r e  with your pa ren t s ,  However, and i n  t he  world, i t  i s  most 
important f o r  your happines,  he re  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  e a r n e s t  p rayer  
you t r y  more and more t o  f i nd  ou t  God's ho ly  w i l l  a s  t o  your guidance and 
your g e n t l e  estrangement from every th ing  t h a t  tends t o  come between us and 
the love of the E te rna l .  Pray too ,  of course t h a t  your poor,  dear  Parents  
may wake up and have more f a i t h .  Ah! t h a t  we a l l  wake up and wi th  holy  
f a i t h  put  on, a s  vestment t o  our  s o u l s ,  the br ightened  and happy t r i u n e  
v i r t u e  of f a i t h ,  hope, c h a r i t y ;  e s s e n t i a l l y  one and the  a l l -outs tanding  
t r a c e  of t he  Holy T r i n i t y  i n  ou r  immortal s o u l s ;  f a i t h ,  however, being 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  f i r s t  - a s  is the E t e r n a l  Fa ther  i n  t he  Holy T r i n i t y .  

.... God b l e s s  you again. May He love  and guide you a l l ,  

Fr.  Solanus,  O.F.M. Cap. 

Or ig ina l  i n  Possession o f :  

Miss Barbara Bedolfe 
283 Or io le  Parkway 
Toronto, Ontar io M5P 2H4 
Canada 



1952, A p r i l  28  

The fol lowing is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a Photo Copy of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  by t h e  Servant  o f  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 0,F.M.Cap. 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs!  

A p r i l  28th,  1952 

God b l e s s  you Barbara Bedolfe - my dea r  Cousin. 

Our Friend Fr .  Gabr i e l  drove down from Notre Dame Today and had 
q u i t e  a n i c e  l i t t l e  v i s i t  wi th  us .  He w a s  t e l l i n g  of  you no t  being 
too  w e l l  r e c e n t l y .  I s u r e l y  sympathise wi th  you and hope your re-  
covery may come speed i ly ,  God w i l l i n g  - God Wil l ing.  .... It would - 
a g r e a t  t h i n g  f o r  you i f  you and your Bro thers  could,  a l i t t l e  t r i p  
t o  t h e  scenes of  Quebec, Mont Royal, e t c .  ... I s u r e l y  would en joy  
going. .... Please  l e t  us  hea r  from you. ... Keep wel l . . .  

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

1953, January 7 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  a message w r i t t e n  on a 
Mass Assoc ia t ion  Card by t h e  Servant  of  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, 
O.F.M.Cap, 

Miss Barbara Bedolfe 

- fo r  speedy health-improvement, God w i l l i n g  and f o r  H i s  guidance 

Spec i a l  Member 

January 7 th ,  1953 

Fr.  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap 

God b l e s s  you Barbara.  Keep Courage "-half t he  ba t t l e " :  Fos t e r  
Confidence i n  God - Victory  assured.  

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns .  

Fr .  Solanus 

Message w r i t t e n  on the  f ace  of  a photo. 

Like f lowers  o f  Autumn we bloom and s h o r t l y  fade. Dear Brothers  
and s i s t e r s  your l e s s o n  t o  me is your ve ry  l i f e .  Like you I must d i e  
bu t  my s o u l  con t inues  and f i n a l l y  w i l l  c l a im  my whole r i s e n  s e l f .  

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  designs!  

O r i g i n a l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Miss Barbara Bedolfe 
283 Or io l e  Parkway 
Toronto, M5P 2H4 
Canada 

L+-- 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 
Notarius 



1953, A p r i l  18 

The fol lowing is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  a Photo Copy of t he  o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant  o f  God, Fa ther  Solanus Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 

Apr i l  18th '53 ROUTE 8 Blessed be God! 
" 19 5 3 I n  a l l  H i s  designs.  

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

God b l e s s  you Wallace Bedolfe t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  morning and solemn season - 
2nd Sunday a f t e r  Eas t e r .  Yes. May He b l e s s  you a l l  up t h e r e  i n  Toronto. 
Though I knew of your being informed a s  t o  my s a f e  r ecep t ion  of t h e  h igh ly  
apprec ia ted  books you s o  generously s e n t  me - t h r ee  s e t s  of the  "Mystical 
C i ty  of  God", by Venerable Mother Mary of J e sus  of  Agreda, - though I 
knew of  your having been informed thereof  - I am neve r the l e s s  ashamed of 
my t a r d i n e s s ,  e t c ,  i n  acknowledging such an apprec ia ted  favor .  

I f e e l ,  however, t h a t  you w i l l  overlook ny negligence - r a t h e r  t he  
c u l p a b i l i t y  thereof  and pardon me - i f  I a s su re  you t h a t  I f ind  it  simply 
impossible t o  answer a s  I would l i k e  t o  do o r  even acknowledge one h a l f  of 
t he  i n t e r e s t i n g  and o f t e n  urgent  l e t t e r s  coming h i t h e r  f o r  my inspec t ion .  
I hope t h a t  my poor p raye r s  may i n  some way make up f o r  the  de f i c i ency  i n  
so  many cases  t h a t  o therwise  I can only  r e g r e t .  

Dear Wallace: 

I am wai t ing  now f o r  a number of coppies ,  one of which I want t o  send 
you, of the  informal  l e t t e r  Fa ther  Edward - Monsignore - s e n t  me on occa- 
s i o n  of what we t h i n k  was our  S i s t e r  Grace Agatha Brady's peacefu l  and 
b e a u t i f u l  death.  Yes, Fr iday  of Eas t e r  Week, a f t e r  a c h e e r f u l l y  s u f f e r e d ,  
long twenty months - inc luding  h e r  husband's p e c u l i a r l y  foreseen  and peace- 
f u l ,  even - i f  sudden dea th ,  having rece ived  every th ing  and been conscious 
till the  l a s t  - poor,  dear ,  l i t t l e  GrandMa Grace, l i k e  a t i r e d  c h i l d  con- 
f i d e n t  i n  t he  arms enfo ld ing  i t ,  sighed-out h e r  s o u l  t o  Heaven- l i k e  the  
l a s t  t i c k i n g s  of a c lock  - "Holy Mary... t ake ,  me, home." 

I am s u r e  you w i l l  remember h e r  from h e r  v i s i t  i n  Toronto s i x  yea r s  
l a s t  January,  when she  flew-in from San Francisco on occasion of my f i f t y  
years  i n  t h e  Order. I t h i n k  it had been s e v e r a l  decads s i n c e  she had seen  
your dear  Mother - our Cousin Blanche - and seemed a t  the  time t o  have q u i t e  
enjoyed h e r  couple of  weeks s t ay .  

I i ,,-L2- L- 

Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m 
Notnrius 



Uli 

1953, A p r i l  18 

Page 2 

Wallace Bedolfe 

Apr i l  30, 

Well t he  waited-for coppies  have come f i n a l l y  and I am sending t h e  
f i r s t  one t o  you W.V. Bedolfe and a t  l a s t  thanking f o r  those prec ious  
books. I f i n d  it a g r e a t  advantage, t o  pray  t o  t h e  Holy Ghost - Third 
Person of  the  Blessed T r i n i t y  before  read ing  them. 

S ince re ly  yours... . .  

F r .  Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

1953, A p r i l  6 

Message w r i t t e n  on the  back of  a photo of  Fr. Solanus " 

~ l e s ' d  be God i n  a l l  H i s  des igns .  -- - 
Apr i l  6 - 1953 

God b l e s s  you Wallace - Wallace Bedolfe and a l l  your dea r  ones.  

Fr .  Solanus,  O.F.M.C. 

0 Lord Jesus!  Blessed God! Teach us  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  we may l e a r n  
something of t he  f i r s t  and s u r e s t  p r a c t i c a l  i n d i c a t i o n  of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  - 
Gra t i t ude  f o r  favors  rece ived .  ..... According t o  Pope P ius  XI1   an's 
f i r s t  and g raves t  du ty  is  j u s t  t h a t .  Gra t i t ude  f o r  f avo r s  rece ived .  

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Miss Barbara Bedolfe 
283 Or io l e  Parkway 
Toronto, Ontar io  M5P 2H4 
Canada 



1951, August 9 

The fallowing is  a fa i thfu l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the hand- 
w r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l  by the  Servanr of  God, Father Solanus 
Cnsey, O.F,M. Cap. 

S t .  Fe l ix  Monasrery R.R.8 Huntington, Indiana 

August 9 th ,  1951 Blessed be God i n  
a l l  His designs.  

God b l e s s  you Krs. Pauline Leppich. 

Mzny thanks f o r  your kind favor of seve ra l  months 
ago - d u l y  rec 'd and notes.  Please pardm delayed 
acknowlegeraent . 

I sure ly  synpathize with your l i t t l e  one who has 
eczema. I do not klww ho~r i t  came t h a t  on ly  To-day 1 
got ca read y o ~ r  letter, 

To sponge wi rh  d?luCed c r e c l i n  i s  good f o r  eczena, 
- say . a tc*aspzunfsi o r  more i n  a p i n t  of water.  

Enrollment i.n the Seraphic Mass Assoc'n too has 
brought wonder resc l tn*  ... 

E'r. Solanus, Q.F.M,Cap. 



1952, January 16 

The following is a faithful transcription of the hand- 
written original by the Servant of God, Father Solanus 
Casey, O.F.M. Cap. 

Jan. 16th., 1952 

God bless you 

Margaret Lillie 

Hope this finds out- 

look brightening .... 
"Whom the Lord loveth 

He chastenith.. ." In the 

crosses of life that come 

to us, Jesus offers us 

opportunities to help 

Him rcdeem the world. 

Let us profit by His 

Generosity. Father Solanus O.F.M.C. 

Original in possession of: 

Mrs. Margaret Buschmohle 
19904 Meyers 
Detroit, Mich. 48235 

Rev. Charles Dillen, cl.c.mi 
Notcrius 



1952, June 4 t h  

The fol lowing is  a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of the handwri t ten o r i g i n a l  
by the  Servant of God, Fa the r  Solanus Casey, 0,F.M. Cap. 

ST. FELIX FRIARY 

ROUTE 8 

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

June 4 t h ,  1952 

Blessed be God i n  a l l  H i s  de s igns ,  

God b l e s s  you Mrs. S u l l i v a n  S t i l lman  

Many thanks f o r  your favor  of June. 29. Sorry I only  go t  t o  i t  a 
few day ago. However, we have had s e v e r a l  ca se s  t h a t  would p l a i n l y  in- 
d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  b e n e f i t s  o f  t he  Assoc ia t ion  s t a r t  a s  soon as an o f f e r -  
ing  is  made o r  t h e  name is recorded.  

Hence my hope t h a t  t h i n g s  went favorab ly  f o r  your dea r  s i s t e r  o r  
t h a t  they s h o r t l y  come t h e  r i g h t  way. Le t  u s  pray a t  a l l  even t s ,  t h a t  
we be guided according t o  God's ho ly  w i l l  -- a t  a l l  t imes and i n  every 
t h ing  mer i t o r ious ly  res igned  t o  t he  same, Af t e r  a l l  " l i f e "  he re  i n  
t h i s  "Exile is  so  s h o r t  and s o  u n c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  some times seems it 
ought t o  have another  name. 

Hoping t h a t  t h i s  may not  be too  l a t e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  something of  t he  
purpose intended I beg t o  remain, 

S ince re ly  yours i n  C h r i s t  

Fr. Solanus,  0.F.M.Cap. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. Marie Myrtle S t i l lman  
1035 Walled Lake V i l l a ,  Apt. 514 
Walled Lake, M I .  48088 

I 

> ' ! / A  &,< 
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Rev. Charles Dillen, c.i.c.m. 



1955, March 5 t h  

The following is a f a i t h f u l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t he  typewri t ten  o r i g i n a l  
of the Servant  of God, Father  Solanus Casey, 0.F.M.Cap. 

CAPUCHIN FRANCISCAN PAX ET BONUM ST. FELIX FRIARY 

FATHERS HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 

March 5 th ,  1955. For ty  Martyrs.  Blessed be God i n  a l l  His designs 

Mrs. Veronica Su l l i van  McCarthy 
2171 Bewick Avenue 
De t ro i t ,  Michigan. 

God b l e s s  you Mrs. Su l l i van  McCarthy. God b l e s s  you and yours these  days, 

a t  once of t h rea t en ing  forebodings and of God's ou ts tanding  mercies.  I 
hope t h i s  f i n d s  you a l l  wel l .  I s t a r t e d  t o  w r i t e  you s e v e r a l  times s i n c e  
r ece iv ing  your l e t t e r  of about a  month ago. Somehow I d i d  no t  r e a l i z e  how 
simple and modest was your r eques t  till t h i s  Morning when I read i t  over 
again. Please pardon my ove r s igh t ,  e t c  and my consequent de lay .  I hope 
the  fol lowing may no t  be without  purpose. 

Yes: of course I remember you and your whole Su l l i van  Famile, and 
t h a t ,  no t  without  p l easan t  and g r a t e f u l  memories. I d i d  n o t  know your Hus- 
band McCarthy s o  wel l .  I be l i eve  he was known a s  q u i t e  a  genius wi th  pen- 
c i l  and brush. I had not  known of your marr iage,  (which had taken p lace  
according t o  your r ecen t  l e t t e r ,  on January 26th 1949), till you came down 
t o  S a i n t  Fe l ix  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a s  I would n a t u r a l l y  suppose, with M r .  McCarthy 
and your S i s t e r  Myrtle and introduced the  former as  you Husband, I was 
glad a t  t he  announcement, e t c ,  But whether I must have sensed something lame 
about t he  wedding a f f a i r ,  (which I ha rd ly  th ink  I d i d ) ,  I do remember a  s o r t  
of embarrassment which I experienced momentarily j u s t  then,  on account of my 
own unwanted apathy. A t  a l l  events ,  your lament s h o r t l y  a f te rwards ,  concern- 
ing your  usb band's t roub le ,  ( impotent ia  s e x u a l i s ) ,  seemed more o r  l e s s  l i k e  
a  mysterious key f o r  t h a t  unwonted, h a l f h e a r t e d  congra tu la t ion .  

I s u r e l y  f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  both of  you. I cannot bu t  sympathize wi th  any 
one so  hampered, whose s t a t e  i n  l i f e  and consequent o b l i g a t i o n s ,  a s  we l l  a s ,  
t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  whose p r iv i l eged  d u t i e s  and laudable joys and p leasures  
presuppose j u s t  such-we may say -v i t a l  f a c u l t i e s .  Otherwise of course,  they 
may B a l t o g e t h e r  secondary, nonessen t i a l  and t h e i r  absence, i n  many cases  a t  
l e a s t  nothing l e s s  than  a r e l i e f  from weighty ob l iga t ions .  I n  f a c t ,  Church 
h i s t o r y  and the  Lives of the  S a i n t s  abound i n  examples j u s t  such and s i m i l a r  
weaknesses - which i n c i d e n t l y ,  i s  l i a b l e  t o  come t o  anyone - has been the  
l a s t  t i e  i n  the  world from a complete break wi th  worldness and a  p o s i t i v e ,  
determined "take-off f o r  Heavenly ex i s t ence .  

P lease  Pardon Abruptness 

Fr .  Solanus, 0.F.M.Cap. 

Or ig ina l  i n  possess ion  o f :  

Mrs. Marie Myrtle S t i l lman 
1035 Walled Lake V i l l a ,  Apt. 514 
Walled Lake, M I .  48088 

~ e v ,  Charles Dille11, c.i.c.m. 
Notcuius 
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